
  
 

Meeting Notice 
Shellfish Advisory Panel 

Wednesday December 16, 2020, 4:00PM 
 

Virtual public meeting - Zoom webinar 
  

MEETING AGENDA 
 

Agenda item Recommended action(s) ePacket 
Attachment(s)/links 

1. Aquaculture 
application 2020-07-
068 (Jordan Viera) 

Provide recommendation to the 
CRMC/Council pursuant to RI Gen. 
Laws §20-10-5(d) 

• Application out to 
public notice  

• CRMC site assessment 
map and results 

• DEM Review letter 
and map 

2. Aquaculture 
application 2020-08-
001 (Antonio and 
Joseph Pinheiro) 

Provide recommendation to the 
CRMC/Council pursuant to RI Gen. 
Laws §20-10-5(d) 

• Application out to 
public notice  

• CRMC site assessment 
map and results 

• DEM Review letter 
3. Proposal to the 
SAP for additional 
involvement during 
the aquaculture 
application 
Preliminary 
Determination review 
process. 

Discussion and/or recommendations 
to CRMC regarding the proposed 
changes.  

• PD process description 
• Aquaculture application 

and permitting process 
diagram 

4.  Any other maters FYI/discussion and/or 
recommendations for future actions 

 

5.Adjourn 
 

To join the webinar, click here.  Or enter the following into your web browser:    
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81051076080  
 
To join by phone, call:  1-929-205-6099 
Meeting ID: 810 5107 6080 
Participant ID: Provided once you log onto webinar. If not logging onto webinar, simply 
wait on the line to be connected on the phone. 

 
All RIMFC Species Advisory Panel meetings are open to the public. 
For more information please contact Anna Gerber-Williams at (401) 423-1930.  

 
* Aquaculture applications can be found at http://www.crmc.ri.gov/applicationnotices.html 
 
* Posted to Sec. of State November XX, 2020 

Rhode Island Marine Fisheries Council 
3 Fort Wetherill Road Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835 

(401) 423-1920 Fax: (401) 423-1925 
 

Panel Chair: 
Katie Eagan 
 
Scientific Advisor: 
Michael Rice 
 
Membership: 
 
Jeff Gardner  
Aquaculture 
 
Bob Rheault 
Alternate for J. Gardner 
 
David Ghigliotty 
Comm. Bullrake 
 
Mike McGiveney 
Comm. Bullrake 
 
Gerald Schey 
Comm. Bullrake 
 
Manuel Sousa 
Comm. Bullrake 
 
Bob Smith 
Dealer 
 
Roger Tellier 
Recreational Rod & Reel  
 
Richard Pastore 
Recreational Rod & Reel  
 
Edward Troiano 
Recreational Shellfish 
 
Kenneth Murgo 
Comm. Shellfishing 
 
John McDonald 
Comm. Shellfishing 
 
Brennan Bica 
Comm. Fishing & Dealer 
 
Marine Fisheries staff: 
Anna Gerber-Williams 
  

http://www.crmc.ri.gov/applicationnotices/2020-07-068.pdf
http://www.crmc.ri.gov/applicationnotices/2020-07-068.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE20/20-10/20-10-5.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE20/20-10/20-10-5.HTM
http://www.crmc.ri.gov/applicationnotices/2020-08-001.pdf
http://www.crmc.ri.gov/applicationnotices/2020-08-001.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81051076080
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81051076080
http://www.crmc.ri.gov/applicationnotices.html






































Viera Survey Stations 
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 State of Rhode Island  
 Coastal Resources Management Council                         (401) 783-3370 
 Oliver H. Stedman Government Center                  Fax (401) 783-3767 
 4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 3 
 Wakefield, RI 02879-1900  
 
 

 

 

Shellfish Survey for Viera proposed lease, CRMC File# 2020-04-016 
 
Date completed: 9/24/20 
Investigator: Ben Goetsch, Aquaculture Coordinator 
Gear used: tongs, 12 tooth 
Sampling method: 4 grab samples per station 
Substrate: soft mud, muddy sand with gravel 
Tidal stage: high 
Vegetation and other invertebrates observed: sand worms 
Observations: low density of quahogs, very mucky in the middle, slightly harder on edges 
 
Station 1: 2 quahogs (including 1<1”) 
Station 2: 1 quahog 
Station 3: 3 quahogs (including 1<1”) 
Station 4: 1 quahog 
Station 5: 2 quahogs 
Station 6: 1 quahogs 
Station 7: 4 quahogs 
Station 8: 2 quahogs 
 
Results: 2 quahogs per square meter 



Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus
DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community
Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus
DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community
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RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES/DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
3 Fort Wetherill Road 
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835 
 

October 30, 2020 
Benjamin Goetsch 
Aquaculture Coordinator 
Coastal Resources Management Council 
4808 Tower Hill Road 
Wakefield, RI 02879 
 
Re: Jordan Viera 2020-07-068 
 
Dear Mr. Goetsch: 
 
The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (Department), through the 
Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) and the Division of Fish and Wildlife (DWF), has received 
and reviewed the application submitted by Jordan Viera for a 2.0 acre site in Long Neck Cove 
(Portsmouth) for cultivating eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica) and potentially the Northern 
quahog (Mercenaria mercenaria). The site will use three growing methods, which include to 
hanging cages with bags for oyster seed, bottom cages, and direct bottom plant for larger oysters.  
  
The DMF believes that the adverse impacts to marine fisheries and their habitat from this 
prospective site would be minimal. As such, the DMF does not have objections to this 
application. However, the DMF would like the applicant to be aware that this area is used for 
recreational shellfishing. 
 
The DMF and DFW’s acceptance of the current proposal is specific to the location (provided by 
the coordinates) and specifications outlined in the application.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jason McNamee, 

 Deputy Director, RIDEM 





































 State of Rhode Island  
 Coastal Resources Management Council                         (401) 783-3370 
 Oliver H. Stedman Government Center                  Fax (401) 783-3767 
 4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 3 
 Wakefield, RI 02879-1900  
 
 

 

 

Shellfish Survey for Pinheiro expansion, CRMC File# 2020-08-001 
 
Date completed: 10/18/20 
Investigator: Ben Goetsch, Aquaculture Coordinator 
Gear used: Ribb Recreational Rake, 9 tooth 
Sampling method: 8 pulls per transect 
Substrate: sand, sand and rocks 
Tidal stage: low 
Vegetation and other invertebrates observed: crepidula, spider crab, dead man’s fingers 
Observations: very low density of clams found in most areas with some high density pockets 
 
Transect 1: 5 quahogs (including 1 <1”); 3 oysters 
Transect 2: 8 quahogs; 1 oyster 
Transect 3: 7 quahogs; 1 oyster 
Transect 4: 6 quahogs (including 1<1”) 
Transect 5: 6 quahogs (including 1<1”) 
 
Results: 6.4 quahogs per square meter 
 
 
 
 



RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES/DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

3 Fort Wetherill Road 
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835 
 

 
         October 26, 2020 

Benjamin Goetsch  
Aquaculture Coordinator 
Coastal Resources Management Council 
4808 Tower Hill Road 
Wakefield, RI 02879 
 
Re: Pinheiro 2020-08-001 
 
Dear Mr. Goetsch: 
 
The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (Department), through the 
Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) and the Division of Fish and Wildlife (DWF), has 
received and reviewed the application submitted by Antonio and Joseph Pinheiro for a 
0.57 acre site expansion of their existing lease (2014-12-056) in Dutch Harbor for 
cultivating eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica), quahogs (Mercenaria mercenaria), 
and soft-shell clams (Mya arenaria).. The site will use direct bottom planting with no 
gear. 
  
Given the use of bottom planting in the expanded area, the DMF believes that the adverse 
impacts to marine fisheries and their habitat from this prospective site would be minimal. 
As such, the DMF does not have objections to this application. The DMF and DFW’s 
acceptance of the current proposal is specific to the location (provided by the 
coordinates) and specifications outlined in the application.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
  
 
Jason McNamee, 

 Deputy Director, Bureau of Natural Resources 
 
 



 State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations  
 Coastal Resources Management Council                         (401) 783-3370 
 Oliver H. Stedman Government Center                  Fax (401) 783-3767 
 4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 3 
 Wakefield, RI 02879-1900  
 
 

 

 

Dear Shellfish Advisory Panel, 

 
 The CRMC’s program for comprehensively managing aquaculture applications includes the 
important first step of the preliminary determination (PD) process, which is purposefully designed to give the 
stakeholders such as town officials, harbor committee, harbor master, planning department, etc., the RI 
Department of Environmental Management and the applicant a chance to review and discuss the proposal 
with CRMC staff. This PD meeting (lately held via Zoom) usually occurs in the town offices of the 
community with the proposed aquaculture site and may include representatives from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, National Marine Fisheries Service, environmental organizations, commercial and recreational 
fishing industry associations, and town residents.  
 
 At this CRMC meeting the proposed aquaculture lease will be discussed and the applicant will be 
expected to answer any questions that arise. After the meeting the CRMC Aquaculture Coordinator will 
prepare a report to the applicant detailing suggestions and/or recommendations that arise from the meeting. 
The applicant is not required to take these suggestions into account when preparing the full CRMC 
application. However, the applicant will be aware that these suggestions and/or recommendations will 
surface again during the full application review process and the choice of not heeding them will have to be 
defended. Once the applicant has received the PD report they can apply for an aquaculture lease from the 
CRMC. 
 
 While many SAP members are notified individually of PD meetings, CRMC would like to formally 
invite and welcome the SAP into the PD process. CRMC suggests that the SAP members deliver any 
questions, suggestions or comments to the SAP chair. The chair can then attend the PD meeting on behalf of 
the SAP and report back to the members on the meeting. If the chair cannot attend, she may designate 
another member to attend in her stead or alternatively written comments would be accepted as well. When 
the PD report is complete, the Aquaculture Coordinator will share a copy with the SAP chair.  
 
 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 Benjamin Goetsch 
 Aquaculture Coordinator 
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