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On behalf of Governor Dan McKee, I am excited to introduce the 10th annual Rhode Island
Saltwater Recreational Fishing Guide. The Ocean State offers some of the best saltwater recre-
ational fishing anywhere. Whether you fish the waters of Narragansett Bay or the coastal waters
stretching from the south shore out to Block Island and beyond, anglers in Rhode Island have
many fantastic opportunities to enjoy the diversity and abundance of our local catch.

As part of a larger network of recreational opportunities in the state, fishing plays an impor-
tant role in connecting people with nature, promoting health, attracting tourism, and supporting
a treasured tradition for Rhode Island families. Fishing is an important part of Rhode Island’s
social and cultural fabric and an important driver for our economy. Recreational fishing con-
tributes more than $130 million to the economy each year. According to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, there are approximately 175,000 recreational anglers (age 16+) in Rhode Island. People
love to fish in the Ocean State!

This guide is written for both novice and seasoned anglers. I hope you will find it filled with
useful information on our efforts to provide superior recreational fishing opportunities in Rhode
Island as well as with helpful guidance on fishing regulations. In these pages, you will learn about
the new Rhode Island Outdoors (RIO) licensing system; read a tribute to the life of our dear
friend, Steve Medeiros, Founder and Executive Director of the Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers
Association (RISAA); dive deep into the winter flounder management and monitoring program;
hear an update about the artificial reef at Sabin Point Park off the East Providence coast; dis-
cover new opportunities for public fisheries input in the Coastal Resource Management Council
(CRMC) aquaculture permitting process, and much more!

This is your publication, funded by contributions from saltwater anglers, including the federal
Sportfish Restoration Program and the Rhode Island Recreational Saltwater License Program.
Thanks to your support, DEM’s Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) carries out a range of pro-
grams and activities supporting the interests of recreational fishermen. We monitor and conserve
our local fish stocks. We work closely with recreational fishing organizations on initiatives like
our special shore program for scup. And we continue to engage in outreach and education pro-
grams, such as this guide.

New this year, DEM has launched a website that’s your single, one-stop shop for fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating licenses and permits. From woods to water, Rhode Island Outdoors — RIO
— makes license renewals speedier and eliminates the hassles of duplicate accounts. I love the
outdoors, and I hike Rhode Island’s management areas whenever I get the chance. Like you, I
don’t want to be tied up on the computer when I can be outside instead. The less time you spend
purchasing and updating your licenses means more time outside in the woods and on the water.
Start your outdoors adventures today by visiting www.dem.ri.gov/huntfish!

Tam also excited to announce that DEM has teamed up with RISAA and Harbor Lights
Software to create a FREE volunteer recreational catch reporting application, AnglerCatch, avail-
able for download now. Funded by the National Fish and WildlifeFoundation, this mobile app
allows anglers to report their fishing data to provide fisheries managers a better understanding
of recreational fishing in Rhode Island. The app also offers weather and tide information, photo
storage, and regulatory resources. Download AnglerCatch today in the Apple App Store and
Android Play Store!

Since 2016, DEM has worked closely with RISAA to improve boating and fishing access
throughout the Ocean State, ensuring anglers can easily reach their favorite spots on the water or
along the shore. These close partnerships notably include the development of special shore fishing
sites, the ‘Vamos a Pescar’ program, and the popular Youth Fishing Camp at Rocky Point State
Park which introduces recreational fishing to young Rhode Islanders. Although we’ve had to take
a pause from the camp the past two years due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, I am
happy to say that RISAA is bringing the camp back in 2022! Little is more thrilling than casting
aline and reeling in that first fish — especially on beautiful Narragansett Bay. Kudos to RISAA
for bringing this camp to Rocky Point and inspiring both a love of fishing and for this park in our
children! It is through efforts like this that we forge the next generation of environmental stewards.

Beyond the fun it brings, saltwater fishing is a great way to enjoy fresh, delicious seafood. From
bluefish to scup to our beloved summer flounder, Rhode Island is well known for the wealth of
seafood harvested year-round from our waters. But ultimately, whether you fish for fun or food,
the common denominator is that you are part of a time-honored tradition made possible by
Rhode Island’s amazing marine life.

Thope this guide enhances your recreational fishing experiences.
Be safe, respect the great outdoors and each other, and enjoy the
excitement of fishing in beautiful Rhode Island!

Srs B ANKN,

erry Gray, PE, Acting Dixgctor
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« General Information

Our Mission...

The Department of Environmental Manage-
ment mission is to ensure that the freshwater,
marine, and wildlife resources of the State of
Rhode Island will be conserved and managed
for equitable and sustainable use. The Depart-
ment is divided into three separate divisions:
Marine Fisheries, Freshwater Fisheries, and
Wildlife Management.

The Division of Marine Fisheries conducts
research and monitoring of marine species to
support the effective management of finfish,
crustaceans, and shellfish of commercial and
recreational importance. Some of the programs
and projects that the Division is responsible for
to support the proper management of marine
species are resource assessment surveys includ-
ing the trawl survey and the Narragansett
Bay and coastal pond seine surveys, as well as
shellfish relaying and transplants, sea and port
sampling, stock assessment modeling work,
and aquaculture and dredging project permit
reviews. The Division is also responsible for
developing and maintaining a wide array of
regulations on marine species including setting

Marine Fisheries Laboratory located in
Fort Wetherill, Jamestown, Rl

AnglerCatch

Android Play Store Apple App Store

HaeH

Debris Decomposition
Timeline

Glass bottle................ 1 million years
Monofilament fishing line..... 600 years
Plastic beverage bottle........ 450 years

Disposable diaper........ .... 450 years
Foamed plastic buoy............. 80 years
Aluminumcan............... 80-100 years
Nylon fabric.. ...

Plasticbag......

Cigarette filter

Untreated plywood.............. 1-3 years
Cottonrope..............occeeeene. 1 year
Orangepeel.................... 2-5 weeks

seasons, size limits, harvest methods and
equipment, and daily possession limits.

The Division provides information and
outreach materials, including press releases,
brochures, website, fact sheets, and this fish-
ing guide to convey regulations and marine
related topics to the regulated community
and general public.

The Division also works closely and col-
laboratively with the Rhode Island Marine
Fisheries Council (RIMFC) to advise the
DEM Director on a multitude of marine
related matters.

If you have any questions about this guide
or Rhode Island’s marine recreational fisher-
ies, please contact:

John Lake

Supervising Marine Biologist
3 Fort Wetherill Rd.
Jamestown, RI 02835

(401) 423-1942
RISaltwaterGuide@dem.ri.gov

AnglerCatch
FISHERMAN'S LOGBOOK
helping close fishing data gaps

AnglerCatch works with RI DEM and RISAA to provide fisheries
managers with accurate, up-to-date info on fishing in New
England, AnglerCatch helps to improve fisheries management
decisions through better data collection

Weather
Buoys
Tides

Forecasts
Solunar

Rhode Island
Environmental
Police -
Division of Law
Enforcement

Dean Hoxsie, Chief

The mission of the Environmental Po-
lice is to protect our natural resources
and ensure compliance with all envi-
ronmental conservation laws through
law enforcement and education.

The history of the Environmental
Police dates back to 1842 when the
first game wardens were appointed to
the Commission of Shellfisheries.

Today, Environmental Police Offic-
ers are sworn law enforcement offic-
ers who are responsible for patrolling
and enforcing all laws, rules and
regulations pertaining to the state’s
fish, wildlife, boating safety and
marine resources as well as all crimi-
nal and motor vehicle laws within the
state parks and management areas.
Officers patrol over 60,000 acres of
state land, 92 salt and freshwater boat
launching and fishing areas, 300 miles
of rivers and streams, and 417 miles of
coastline. They are also cross-depu-
tized with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice and the National Marine Fisheries
Service. During their patrols, they
educate the public on the protection
of our natural resources and provide
safety for the public while enjoying
Rhode Island’s outdoors.

To report violations, please call:
(401) 222-3070
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< Recreational Saltwater Fishing License s—

What Rhode Island Anglers
Need to Know

In order to fish recreationally in Rhode Island marine waters, and in offshore federal waters, anglers and spearfishers . S_altwa_lter
must have a RI Recreational Saltwater Fishing License, OR a Federal Registration, OR a license from a reciprocal state. FIShlng License
Overview Recreational Saltwater

The Marine Recreational Information Program, or MRIP, is a compre- o h. .

hensive new nationwide data collection and reporting system being Fis lng License

implemented by NOA A Fisheries. All RI license information, as well as .
that collected by NMFS and other states, will be incorporated into a na- License Type “
tional r'egistry of recreational anglers, enabling the new MRIP program Rl residents (annually) $7.00
to readily survey current fishermen and more accurately assess recre-
ational catch and effort data. That information will lead to improved Non-residents (annually) $10.00
state-based assessments and more fair, accurate, and effective manage- .

7-Day license $5.00

ment programs for Rhode Island’s marine recreational fisheries.

o Available online at: rio.ri.gov

Reciprocal States
Rhode Island residents may use their RI Recreational Saltwater Fishing o Also available from certain bait & tackle shops. A list of vendors can
License to fish in New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Maine. be found at dem.ri.gov/programs/fish-wildlife/huntfish.php.

Saltwater Recreational Fishing License holders from New York,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Maine need not obtain a RI Saltwater
Recreational Fishing License if they posses a valid license from on of the

o Applies in all RI waters, all offshore federal waters, and in all neigh-
boring state waters for finfish and squid.

states listed above. o Free for RI residents over 65 and for active military stationed in RI.
Please refer to pages 22 and 25 for information on lobster, shell- » No license needed for children under 16, nor for anglers on party &
fish, and other recreational licenses. charter boats. See website for additional exemptions.

Dive Flag Awareness

SCUBA, skin-diving and snorkeling are all common activities in Rhode
Island waters. When participating in any of these activities participants
must display a flag warning boaters of their presence under water. Divers
and boaters are required to follow the regulations below to ensure a safe
and fun time above and below the water.

« Boaters must maintain a safe distance of 50 feet from a dive flag, un-
less the dive flag is in a place that obstructs navigation

o A warning flag shall be placed on a buoy at a place of the diver’s sub-
mergence. The flag shall be red in color and at least twelve by twelve
inches (12” x 12”) with a white stripe running from the diagonal
corners and the stripe one quarter (1/4) as wide as the flag.

« Ifnot placed on a buoy, a warning flag shall be conspicuously flown
upon a vessel which the diver is then using in the area. This flag shall
meet the description above, however, it shall be at least eighteen by
eighteen inches (187x 18”).

o The flag must only be flown during diving activity and should be taken
down during transit

» No person shall use a dive flag in an area that obstructs navigation

o Divers should ascend slowly and cautiously, ensuring that they are
within the 50 foot safety zone around the flag
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« Article: Sabin Point Artificial Reef Update

Sabin Point

Artificial Reef Update

By Patrick Barrett, Principal Marine Biologist, R DEM Division of Marine Fisheries

TheNature @
Conscrvancy ’

On October 27th 2019, Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) and The
Nature Conservancy of Rhode Island (TNC) constructed an artificial reef off Sabin Point Park. The patch
reef system was built using pallet-sized Reef Balls™ and has been providing habitat for recreationally
significant fish for over a year now.

Research on Reef Balls™ suggests they create a
more robust benthic habitat, ultimately attract-
ing more fish to the reef. Artificial reefs also
provide shelter and food resources for sub-legal
size sportfish promoting both the growth and
survival of these individuals (Powers 2003,
Caddy 2011). Staff from RIDEM and TNC have
sampled the site 12 times with fish pots and
dove the reef 5 times since the reefs were cre-
ated. The dive monitoring consists of collecting
photo and video documentation of the reefs,
removing fishing gear when necessary, and
performing a holistic fish habitat monitoring
assessment that investigates the colonization
and productivity associated with the Reef Ball™
modules. Back in November of 2019, RIDEM
and TNC divers visited the reefs just two weeks
after the construction to capture information
on the first colonizers. On this dive, much of
the concrete material used to create the Sabin
Point artificial reef was still exposed but each
module amassed a small army of mud snails
and a few blue mussel recruits.

During the 2020-2021 field seasons, RIDEM
and TNC staff conducted the first series of
post-enhancement surveys of the Sabin Point

artificial reef. These surveys were conducted
via SCUBA every two months to monitor
seasonal shifts in succession that occur during
the first-year post deployment of an artificial
reef. In May 2020, divers returned to the reefs
to find a strikingly different scene than the
first dive. Ulva, an early colonizing green alga,
had taken claim to the top of each module and
barnacles had wrapped themselves around the
exterior. Blue crabs and sea stars also started to
show up, feasting on the various mollusks and
crustaceans that had attached themselves to
the reef. After being exposed to its first winter
season, the Sabin Point Artificial Reef showed
no evidence of scouring or movement.
Seasonally, as waters begin to warm, striped
bass and tautog make their way through the
upper Narragansett Bay to the Providence
River. Across all 12 survey stations in the
RIDEM and TNC Providence River fish pot
project, fish abundance has been highest during
the May-July sampling events. In this survey
we caught the most tautog at Sabin Point, and
diver observations were no different. In July,
the dive team observed a tremendous number
of fish utilizing the artificial reef. There were

schools of silversides swimming atop the reefs,
sounds of foraging tautog crunching constantly
throughout the dive, and juvenile cunner
swimming in and out of the reef modules. In
addition to the juvenile wrasse, an adult male
tautog had also decided to check out the reef,
likely resting up before heading back to the
Bay. As fish utilization increased on the reef
throughout the field season, we also found evi-
dence of higher recreational fishing activity at
this location. Compared to the winter and late
summer periods, the greatest amount of fishing
gear accumulated between the May and July
dive surveys. After the July 2020 survey, new
signage was placed on the pier fencing, helping
orient folks to the reef ball locations and to cast
near the reef without losing gear, which has
significantly decreased the occurrences.

It’s now been 2.5 years since the Sabin Point
Artificial Reef was constructed, gear interac-
tions are down, shellfish biomass has increased,
and community structure is evolving past
primary succession. During the 2021 field
season we documented a major shift in reef
ball succession, with the colonization of the
first blue mussel set. The reefs are now covered




with blue mussels, and some oysters as well. In
addition, juvenile finfish abundance continues
to increase, water clarity has improved near the
reef balls, and adult tautog continue to be seen
resting inside the reef modules. Where there
was little structure in the waters surrounding
Sabin Point before, there is now more beneficial
structure for fish to colonize and feed. Based on
the monitoring work so far, there seems to be
higher fish abundance at this location than be-
fore the reef was built. Through this work, we’re
aiming to enhance the abundance of legal-sized
species (e.g., tautog, black sea bass, scup, striped
bass) that are available to catch at this location.
Divers from RIDEM and TNC will continue
to monitor the succession of the reef over time.
The location of the Sabin Point Artificial Reef
can be found on the NOA A Nautical Chart
13224 (Providence River and Head of Nar-
ragansett Bay) denoted as the Fish Haven on Ulva (a green algae) colonized on the top of a reef module in May 2020.
the south side of Sabin Point Park. The Sabin
Point project will be used as a pilot study for
the use of Reef Balls™ in Rhode Island waters
and to identify monitoring guidelines for future
artificial reef projects. The reef will be sampled
once a month from May to October using
fish pots, and additional dive surveys will be
conducted over several years to monitor the reef
productivity. From our work, we will establish
fish habitat linkages by comparing productivity
estimates on artificial reefs in relation to sand
flat controls, and other important finfish habitats
such as, oyster reefs, kelp, and eelgrass. For more
information on the Sabin Point Artificial Reef,
please contact Patrick Barrett (patrick.barrett@
dem.ri.gov; RIDEM DMF) or Will Helt (william.
helt@tnc.org; TNC).

Literature Cited

Caddy, John F. “How Artificial Reefs Could
Reduce the Impacts of Bottlenecks in Reef Fish
Productivity within Natural Fractal Habi-

tats.” Artificial Reefs in Fisheries Management, by
Stephen A. Bortone, CRC Press, 2011, pp. 45-64. Blue crabs have laid claim to this spot among filamentous red algae, spotted in September of 2020.

Powers, S., Grabowski J.H., Peterson C. H., &
Lindberg W.J. (2003). Estimating enhancement
of fish production by offshore artificial reefs:
uncertainty exhibited by divergent scenarios.
Marine Ecological Progress Series, 264: 265-27

Nov. 2019, two weeks post construction.

Juvenile tautog and cunners peak through crevices in the reef among thick beds of blue mussels in
September 2021.
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< Article: Frequently Asked Questions

New Striped Bass Circle

Hook Regulation: Frequently
Asked Questions

Circle hooks are required when fishing recreationally for striped bass with bait.

Q:What is a circle hook and how does it differ
from other hooks?

A: A circle hook is a non-offset hook where the
point is pointed perpendicularly back towards
the shank. Some hooks like ] hooks have
points which don’t curve back toward the
shank. Other hooks are offset with a bend that
position the point out of line with the shank.

Q:How do circle hooks help Striped Bass?

A: Circle hooks are designed to reduce release
mortality by hooking a fish in the corner of
the mouth and reducing the incidence of deep
(“gut”) hooking or ingestion of the hook.

Q:How do I fish with a circle hook?

A:Simply allow the line to tighten on its own
when the fish runs and bring the fish in.
There is no need to set the hook due to the
circle hook design, the hook should catch in
the corner of the fish’s mouth.

Q:Do artificial lures need a circle hook?

A:No, the circle hook requirement does not ap-
ply to any artificial lure with or without bait
attached. This includes tube and worm rigs,
pork rind, and naked bucktails.

Q:Do artificial baits require a circle hook?

A: Circle hooks are only required when fishing
recreationally for striped bass with bait
which is defined as any marine or aquatic or-
ganism live or dead, whole or parts thereof.

Q:Do I need a circle hook if I am not targeting
striped bass but using bait?

A:No, A circle hook is only required when fish-
ing recreationally for striped bass with bait,
which is defined as any marine or aquatic
organism live or dead, whole or parts thereof.
The circle hook requirement does not apply
to any artificial lure with bait attached.
Striped bass caught on any unapproved

How to Properly Measure a Fish

Total Length Measurement

The total length is the maximum length of the fish, from the tip of the snout to the
tip of the tail. The best way to obtain this length is to push the fish’s snout up against
a vertical surface with the mouth closed and the fish laying along or on top of a tape
measure. Measure to the tip of the tail or pinch the tail fin closed to determine the to-
tal length. Do NOT use a flexible tape measure along the curve of the fish, as this is
not an accurate total length measurement. When measuring the total length of black
sea bass, do NOT include the tendril on the caudal fin.

pdd

J Hook Circle Hook  Non-Offset  Offset

method of take must be returned to the water
immediately without unnecessary injury.

Q:If you catch a striped bass on a j-hook while
fishing for another species do you have to
release it?

A:Yes, striped bass caught on any unapproved
method of take must be returned to the wa-
ter immediately without unnecessary injury.

ATTENTION:
Striped Bass Fin
Clipping Regulation

All striped bass recreationally har-
vested over 34 inches must have their
right pectoral fin completely removed.
Only remove the right pectoral fin of
fish over 34 inches that you intend to
take home, do not remove any fins of
fish when practicing catch and release
fishing. This regulation helps ensure
that any fish captured during recrea-
tional harvest cannot be sold com-
mercially in Rhode Island or Massa-
chusetts. No dealer in Rhode Island or
Massachusetts can purchase a striped
bass with its right pectoral fin clipped.
Please do your part and help prevent
the illegal sale of striped bass caught
while recreational fishing.

The Correct Way to Determine
Total Length Measurement

The Incorrect Way to Determine
Total Length Measurement

The right pectoral fin should be removed as
close to the body of the fish as possible.

2022 Rhode Island Saltwater Regulation Guide
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Rhode Island Game Fish
Award Program

Each year, RIDEM-Division of Fish & Wildlife recognizes anglers who
have caught freshwater and saltwater game fish of notable size with our
Game Fish Award program. To be eligible, an angler must catch a quali-
fying fish by rod and reel, tie-up or handline by legal means in Rhode
Island waters. To accommodate both ‘catch and release’ and harvest
fishing, the angler can either take a photo of the fish using a hand-scale
and ruler or bring the catch to an official weigh station. The angler must
then complete the Game Fish / State Record Award Application, avail-
able at www.dem.ri.gov/programs/fish-wildlife/records/index.php.
One award per year is issued for each species of game fish caught that
meet the minimum size requirements listed to the right. The Game Fish
Award goes to the angler with the largest catch in that species category.
Game Fish Awards are mailed out in the spring of the following year the
fish was caught.

Rl State Record Award

The Division of Fish and Wildlife maintains state records on each spe-

cies of game fish caught in Rhode Island waters. To apply for an RI State
Record, the angler must bring his or her legally-caught fish to an official
weigh-in station. The fish must be identified, measured, and weighed on
aRhode Island certified, digital scale. The station operator must fill out a
Game Fish/State Record Award Application and sign it. State Record Game
Fish Awards are mailed out in the spring of the following year the fish was
caught. For a list of official fish weigh-in locations and applications please
visit www.dem.ri.gov/programs/fish-wildlife/records/index.php.

First Fish Award Program

First Fish Awards are available for children who catch their first fish in
Rhode Island. To qualify, an angler must have caught a fish by rod and reel,
tie-up or handline by legal means. Applications can be processed without
the need for an official weigh-in. Below is the First Fish Award applica-
tion. It can also be downloaded using the following link: www.dem.ri.gov/
topics/fwtopics.htm. First Fish Awards are processed twice a year: once in
the fall and prior to the opening day of the following year.

Game Fish Award
Qualifying Weights/Lengths
(Except First Fish Awards)

Qualifying Saltwater Weights or Lengths

Striped Bass 48" 50lbs. Blue Shark 72" 80 lbs.
Black SeaBass 20" 4lbs. Mako Shark 90" 300 lbs.
Bluefish 32" 14 lbs. Swordfish 70" 170 lbs.
Bonito 25"  8lbs. Squeteague 7
(Weakfish) 24" 4.5 lbs.
Cod 38" 20 lbs.
: Tautog 23" 10lbs.
Winter 16" 3lbs
Flounder . Bluefin Tuna 90" 450 lbs.
Summer 25" 6lbs. Yellowfin Tuna 56" 125 Ibs.
Flounder
False Albacore 24" 5 lbs.
King Mackerel 19"  3lbs. E—
panis m
Mackerel 15" 1 lbs. Mackerel 2 4.5 Ibs.
White Marlin 72" 70 lbs. Chub Mackerel 14" 1 lbs.
Pollock 36" 15 lbs. Haddock 30" 10 lbs.
Scup 13" 2%lbs. Cobia 48" 50 Ibs.
Hickory Shad 18" 2lbs. Grey Triggerfish 17" 3lbs.

Completed Applications

Please send all completed applications to: RIDEM- Fish & Wildlife, 1B
Camp E-Hun-Tee Place, Exeter, RI 02822, for verification and process-
ing. For questions about any of these award programs, email kimberly.
sullivan@dem.ri.gov or call (401) 539-0037.

K

-

First Fish Auseaard

APPLICATION

DID YOU CATCH YOUR FIRST FISH? PLEASE CUT OUT, COMPLETE, AND SEND THIS FORM TO RECEIVE A
SPECIAL CERTIFICATE AND GIFT FROM THE RHODE ISLAND DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE!
You can also visit http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/fish-wildlife/freshwater-fisheries/first-fish.php to print out a copy.

WHERE YOU CAUGHT THE FISH:

NAME: DATE YOU CAUGHT THE FISH:
ADDRESS: TOWN ST ZIP
EMAIL (optional): FISH SPECIES:

WEIGHT OF FISH:

RETURN TO:

LENGTH OF FISH (tip of snout to tip of tail):

SIGNATURE OF WITNESS (parent, grandparent, or other responsible adult):

RI Division of Fish and Wildlife / Aquatic Resource Education Program
1B Camp E-Hun-Tee Place / Exeter, Rl 02882
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These and more fishing knots are available on waterproof plastic cards at www.proknot.com

Illustrations ¢ 2011 John E Sherry

Improved Clinch Knot

The improved clinch knot has become one of the most popu-
lar knots for tying terminal tackle connections. It is quick and
easy to tie and is strong and reliable.

The knot can be difficult to tie in lines in excess of 30 Ib test.
Five+ turns around the standing line is generally recommend-
ed, four can be used in heavy line. This knot is not recom-
mended with braided lines.

5%

1. Thread end of the line through the eye of the hook, swivel or lure. Double
back and make five or more turns around the standing line. Bring the end
of the line through the first loop formed behind the eye, then through the

big loop. (/
3.Slide tight against

2. Wet knot and pull slightly on the tag end to
draw up coils. Pull on the standing line to eye and clip tag
form knot with coils pressed neatly together. end.

Blood Knot

Use this knot to join sections of leader or line together.
It works best with line of approximately equal diameter.

1. Overlap ends of lines to be joined. Twist one around the other making 5
turns. Bring tag end back between the two lines. Repeat with other end,
wrapping in opposite direction the same number of turns.

Sy o

2. Slowly pull lines or leaders in opposite direc- 3.Pulltight and clip
tions. Turns will wrap and gather. ends closely.

Attention Rhode Island Party/
Charter Captains!

All Party/Charter vessels and Head boats licensed by the
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management are
required to report catch from all for-hire trips electronically.
All trip reports must be submitted within 48 hours of the

end of the trip. The application used for reporting is called
Etrips-Mobile and is free. It works on tablets, phones and
laptops. You can sign up for an account and access training
materials on our website: http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/
marine-fisheries.

Dropper Loop Knot

This knot forms a loop anywhere on a line. Hooks or other
tackle can then be attached to the loop.

1.Form aloopin theline at
the desired location. Pull
line from one side of loop
down and pass it through
and around that side
of loop. Make 5+ wraps
around the loop, keeping
a thumb or forefinger in
the new opening which is
formed.

These wraps form
anew opening.

Hold with teeth

N

. Press bottom of original
loop up through new
opening and hold with
teeth. Wet knot with
saliva and pull both ends
in opposite directions.

Push bottom of loop
through new opening.

Hold loop
3. Pull ends of line firmly :"vg?i‘:g{h-
until coils tighten_ and loop and pull ends.
stands out from line.
— —
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For-hire Vessel Permitting
and Reporting

X DS

If you are a for-hire captain fishing in federal waters (3-200 miles offshore) for one of the
species listed below, you must have a valid Greater Atlantic region Vessel Charter/ Party
Permit. Vessel operators are also required to have a Federal Vessel Operator Permit.

+» Summer Flounder
+ Black Sea Bass

» Scup

+ Atlantic Mackerel
+» Squid

* Bluefish

+ Chub Mackerel
+ Lobster

« Butterfish

+ Golden Tilefish (North of NC/VA border)
+ Blueline Tilefish (North of NC/VA border)

+» New England Groundfish including cod, haddock,

pollack, hakes and flounders {i.e.,“Northeast
mutispecies”)

However, if you have a Northeast Multispecies Limited Access Permit, you do not need the
Northeast Multispeices Charter / Party Permit to carry passengers for hire on groundfish frips.

Once you have a federal permit, you must report your catch.
« If you only have a groundfish permit, you must submit vessel trip reports weekly, either

electronically or by paper.

« If you have a for-hire permit
for any other species listed
above, you must submit vessel
trip reports electronically
within 48 hours of the end of
your for-hire trip.

+ If you only have a lobster
permit and no other federal
permits {commercial or
for-hire), no federal reporting
is required at this time.

&

5 hr. Trip $650

Phone: 860-885-8425 | captainsethsportfishing.com

v-{AIN

o?'

Ny

PROTECT WHALES, SEA TURTLES, SEALS, STURGEON AND
YOURSELF FROM FROM PREVENTABLE BOAT COLLISIONS.

DRE YOU GO

R GIVESPACE ("
AFE LISTANCES REDICE RISKS OF
ILLEGAL DISTURBANCE AND DANSERDSS ".._

COLLISIDNS

M, G0 SLOW
SLOWER BOAT SPEEDS GIVE ANIMALS

TIME TB GET OUT OF VOUR WAY,

® REPORT
REPORT ENTANGLEMENTS AND INJURED
ANMALS T0 B86-755-6622

B B
L ]

HITPS/ /60 BSAGOV/XFS6 ®

- 7 hr. Trip $850

Visit our website or
find us on social medial

o) i

519 Crescent St, Brockton, MA

When you share information about
your saltwater fishing trip with a state
field interviewer, you're playing a key
role in keeping fisheries healthy and
sustainable.

Here's how you support
the Marine Recreational

You may be b
Information Program:

interviewed at
a marina, boat
ramp, pier, or Your
beach information is
combined with i Scientisls use
commercial catehf|  hese data lo Managers | continues as we
and ofher determine the selrules to & work lo maintain
data. health of our ( keep ﬂoc"st productive
fish stocks. sustainable fisheries.

OAA
FISHERIES countmyfish.noaa.gov

&I Bait and Tackle

———. Wholesale and Retail
‘_'_ - ! Ii.

Seicing Rho&ewlsland and
Massachusetts with the healthiest
bait products for over 40 years.

Saltwater Baits

Sea Worms, Live Eels, Squid,
Mackerel, Herring, Green Crabs,
Pogies, Clams (Gallons, Pints,
Vacuum packaged), Butterfish,
Chum, Ballyhoo, Sperlings,
Silversides and more.

Freshwater Baits

Healthiest Shiners, Nightcrawlers
Meal Worms, Trout Worms and more.

Weekly Deliveries of Frozen Bait
and Live Bait that will stay alive.

Not a priority with your current bait supplier?

CALL US AT 508-587-0150

Let us show you what exceptional service truly is!

www.JJBait.com

n


http://www.jjbait.com
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2022 Size, Season and Possession Limits
[ Speces | MinimumSize | OpenSeason | PossessionLimit |

25 eels/person/day or
50 eels/vsl/day for licensed
party/charter vessels

American Eel 9" Open year round

. " May 22 - Aug. 31 2 fish/person/day
Black Sea Bass (shore & private) 16 Sept. 1 - Dec. 31 P
" May 22 - Aug. 31 2 fish/person/day
Black Sea Bass (party and charter) 16 Sept. 1 - Dec. 31 o e ey
Bluefish (shore and private / rental boat) No minimum  Open year round 3 fish/person/day
Bluefish (party and charter) No minimum  Open year round 5 fish/person/day
River Herring (alewives and blueback herring) & American Shad Prohibited Species
Scup (shore and private / rental boat) 10" Open year round 30 fish/person/day
Scup (special shore) *** 9" Open year round 30 fish/person/day
Jan. 1-Aug. 31 30 fish/person/day
Scup (party and charter) 10" Sept. 1 - Oct. 31 50 fish/person/day
Nov. 1 - Dec. 31 30 fish/person/day
Minimum Size e
Striped Bass * -28"Maximum Open year round [ ﬁsh/person/dax within
: " the slot limit
Size- <35
Summer Flounder (general) 18" May 3 - Dec. 31 4 fish/person/day
q 17" (See Poses- ) 2 fish @ 17" person/day
Summer Flounder (special shore)*** ot i) May 3 - Dec. 31 2 fish @ 18" person/day
Tautog (Blackfish) Apr. 1 - May 31 3 fish/person/day
autog {blackhs . . . 16" June 1-July 31 CLOSED
Max of 10 fish/ves/day during all periods, except licensed party / Max 1fish>21”  Aug.1-Oct. 14 3fish/person/day
charter boats
Oct. 15 - Dec. 31 5 fish/person/day
Weakfish (Squeteague) 16" Open year round 1 fish/person/day
Winter Flounder ** (Blackback) 12" Mar. 1 - Dec. 31 2 fish/person/day

* All striped bass recreationally harvested that measure 34 inches or greater must have their right pectoral fin completely removed. Only remove the right pec-
toral fin of fish that you intend to take home, do not remove any fins when practicing catch and release. Circle hooks must be used when fishing with bait.
**The harvesting or possession of winter flounder is prohibited in Narragansett Bay north of the Colregs line (line from South Ferry Rd. in Narragansett to Fort
Getty; Fort Wetherill to Fort Adams; and Sandy Pt. to High Hill Pt.), as well as in the Harbor of Refuge, Point Judith and Potter Pond.
***Special Shore Areas: While fishing from shore in the following areas, above special shore posession limits apply: India Point Park in Providence, Conimicut Park in
Warwick, Stone Bridge in Tiverton, East and West walls in Narragansett, Rocky Point in Warwick, Fort Adams in Newport, and Fort Wetherill in Jamestown

-, [T Mg ===~ it | &d S 69 Ibs 54"
Sail PN LI "Il = = Matt
E J Ly 4 Weckbacher

o~ &

" @ 7
4 Jackte ’-

Come visit “The Biggest Little Tackle Shop in Rhode Island!”

We carry a full line of fresh and saltwater tackle. Our fresh and frozen
baits are “Guaranteed to catch fish or die trying!” Our unparalleled
service, competitive prices and overall value are why our customers
keep returning. We look forward to your patronage. Catch ‘em up!

289 Market St., warren, Rl
401-247-2223
Seasonal Hours:
6AM to 6PM Daily 5AM to 6PM Weekends

Find uson
Facebook
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Rhode Island Recreational State Records

for Saltwater Species
| species | Weight | Length | Date | Location | Angler |
SeaBass  8lbs.7250z. 26" 10/81  Blockisland ';"C%E;‘éfg‘f
g:’sised 77lbs.640z. 52" 6/ Blockisland Gr':_;:ri:/j‘i';h’ Rl
Bluefish 26 Ibs. 39" 8/81 — WOE;\E’:CZLZ'E "
Bonito 13 Ibs. = 10/95 Westerly Rizi'g?;:’%r;e
Cobia 56421bs. 525" 8/20  Newport : L LT

all River, MA
Cod 71 Ibs. — 6/65 — W a'ffvf'c?(“gf
Flounder  7lbsgoz  —  we2 W BIERE
pimter . 6lbs.70z 23" 8/90 Galilee CArél:mi’?(:;?Rl
King o 12lbs.30z 40" 8/00  PointJudith éhcez‘t”;'g
Makerel  1b160z w4 118 Providence Al
Pollock 28lbs.80z.  — 5/95 — Sﬁjciﬁg,kﬁl
Scup 5lbs. 2025 10/90 _ 5l ()Jc:fsrl‘;":j A
Shad - Ghbssor 25 4ms  Rumins  WSocha
(Closed)
Shag  2bsmoz 200 mpme  Ngow o BLECET
BlueShark 4311lbs.20z. 12'6" 11/06 Cox Ledge Fa?r.ﬁGerI?i??\l )
MakoShark ~ 718lbs. 106" 693 Dok Bx"s’tﬁﬁsﬁ/: A
Swordfish 588 Ibs. — 8/18 Atlantic Saulr_{ dBearr;P(;Evl\?n, RI
Squeteague (%% 36 57 ORI o Rl
Tautog 21 lbs. 9 oz. 33" 11/21 Newport NeI?/‘le\ii\#cr;nrzl?N )
?r';‘;‘;erﬁsh 41bs.80z. 22" 10/21 — Gégflflte"y"‘f\’ﬂ“:y
?L":;ﬁn 1142 Ibs. — 9/71 Block Island J. Dempsey
yellowfin 265 Ibs. 6 10/97  TheDip R} :‘t‘g:,e,\j‘ A
Marin CEE NE R A+ A Gt

If you believe you've caught a new Rhode Island State Record, bring it to an official weigh-in station
to be weighed and measured using a digital scale. State record catches are determined annually
once all data are received for that year. A list of official weigh-in stations can be found on Fish &
Wildlife’s Webpage at http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/fishwild/records.htm#stations.
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The Lowcountry Awaits

PROFESSIONAL FISHING GUIDE
FLY AND CONVENTIONAL

INSHORE x NEARSHORE x OFFSHORE
Charleston, SC
(843)860-4231 x john@flyrightcharters.com
www.flyrightcharters.com

LEGRIFFIN

PUBLISHING

Showcase
your business!

)

Jdll

For advertising inquiries, please call

(413) 884-1001

Missed the printed edition? @

Ask about year-round digital opportunities. eRegs
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£ Article: CRMC Aquaculture Permitting Process smmm—m—m

PUBLIC FISHERIES

ENGAGEMENT

IN THE

CRMC Aquaculture
Permitting Process

By Julia Livermore, Peter Duhamel, and Anna Gerber-Williams (RI DEM Division
of Marine Fisheries) and Ben Goetsch (Coastal Resources Management Council)

In recent years, aquaculture applications in
Narragansett Bay and Rhode Island’s coastal
ponds have increased significantly, and some
coastal salt ponds are nearing their ecological
carrying capacity, as defined by the Coastal
Resources Management Council (CRMC) at
650-RICR-20-00-1.3.1(K)(5)(a)(20). Public
input about fishing activities in and around

Aerial photo of oyster aquaculture leases
- in Ninigret Pond, Charlestown, RI. Photo
courtesy of Julia Livermore.

proposed sites is essential to inform the
decision-making process and assure proper
management of the state’s coastal waters.

The permitting process includes opportuni-
ties for public input. For all applications, the
initial step is a CRMC Preliminary Deter-
mination (PD) meeting hosted by the local
municipality to engage the public in a discus-

sion on project siting and design. Public input
on fishing activity around proposed sites is
most effective when heard early (and often)

in the process, as aquaculture applicants have
greater flexibility to adjust their application at
the PD stage. Following the PD meeting, the
applicant may then proceed to submit a formal
application (either modified or unmodified
since the PD meeting) for a CRMC Public No-
tice, which includes a 30-day public comment
period and instructions for submitting written
comments. It is at this stage that public com-
ments are most important, as all comments
will be included as part of the CRMC aquacul-
ture file public record.

In addition to CRMC-required public
meetings, all applications are reviewed by the
RI Marine Fisheries Council (RIMFC), which
along with DEM, serves in an advisory role to
CRMC in the aquaculture permitting process.
Pursuant to R.I. General Laws § 20-10-5(d) the
Council shall review aquaculture applications
to determine if the activities proposed are
“consistent with competing uses engaged in the
exploitation of the marine fisheries”. All appli-
cations are initially reviewed by the RIMFC’s
Shellfish Advisory Panel (SAP). While RIMFC
and SAP meetings are open to the public
and may provide an opportunity for public
involvement, these meetings are for panel
decisions and generally not an opportunity for
formal public comment. Interested persons
are strongly encouraged to engage directly
to CRMC at the PD meeting, CRMC public
hearing, or in writing during the application
public notice comment period. In reaching
their final decision, the CRMC Council will
consider all comments, recommendations
from CRMC staff, DEM, and the RIMEC.

Please note that CRMC is currently con-
sidering certain changes to the aquaculture
permitting process through their Aquaculture
Element Working Group. Please refer to the
CRMC aquaculture website for additional
details: http://www.crmc.ri.gov/aquaculture.
html

Get Involved!

To subscribe to CRMC’s aquaculture listserv,
go to http://listserve.ri.gov/mailman/listinfo/
ri_aquaculture. Recipients will receive meet-
ing notifications and copies of draft applica-
tions.

All CRMC Council, RIMFC, and SAP
meetings are subject to the Open Meetings
Act and are noticed with the Secretary of
State. For meeting notifications filed with the
Sec. of State, go to https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/
OpenMeetings.

To subscribe to the Division of Marine
Fisheries listserv, send an email to rimarine-
fisheries-subscribe@listserve.ri.gov. Recipi-
ents will receive emails with fisheries-related
meeting notifications, fishery management
changes, etc.
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Collecting Angler
Economic Data That Can
Benefit Your Business

We Need Your Help

NOAA Fisheries uses information about
how much recreational anglers spend on
saltwater fishing trips to:
* Show how recreational
fishing supports jobs,
sales, and income

+ Evaluate how management
actions could affect
businesses that support
recreational fishing

* Assess and allocate
recovery funds to for-hire
and other recreational fishing
related businesses when disasters or major
economic disruptions like COVID-19 strike

The Marine Recreational Fishing Expenditure
Survey collects information directly from anglers
about a wide array of expenses, including:

Food
and t|ps Gifts and
Access souvenirs
Bait fees

Charter fees
and boat
Gas ce rentals

Top Photo: Dan Coghlan. Bottom Photo: Crystal Baez.

With you
wherever
you go.

The most up-to-date
fishing regulations online!

&

Win a $100 Gift Card!

Take the monthly
ANGUERSURVEYYCOM

And be entered to win
a $100 gift certificate to your
sporting good retailer of choice.

Your anonymous participation advances
fish and wildlife conservation, helps
protect your right to hunt, fish and shoot,
and guides companies in developing

better outdoor products.

Learn more:

fisheries.noaa.gov/national/socioeconomics/
marine-recreational-fishing-expenditure-survey

#1 BAIT + TACKLE SHOP

- Fishing Charters
m\ 410 Gooseberry Rd.
\/En u Wakefield, RI

HARBOR 401-783-7766

MARINA .
snugharbormarina.com
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Winter Flounder Monitoring

and Management in RI gz =

By Rich Balouskus, Principal Marine Biologist, R DEM Division of Marine Fisheries

About The Species

A flatfish species once abundant throughout
southern New England, the winter flounder
population has markedly declined since the
1980s to its lowest biomass levels on record. A
2020 assessment of the Southern New England
stock revealed that the stock is overfished but
overfishing is not occurring, and the spawning
stock biomass was at only 32% of the target.
This means the number of adults is lower than
needed to maintain a sustainable population
even though fishing levels are low. While fish-
ing mortality has been attributed to initiating
these declines, the southern New England
population has not recovered even with signifi-
cant reductions in commercial and recreational
harvest. Though stock-wide reductions in fish-
ing mortality were implemented, deterioration
of local subpopulations persisted. Therefore,
additional efforts tailored to specific estuarine
spawning habitats were needed. Within Narra-
gansett Bay, the RI Division of Marine Fisheries
implemented multiple measures intended to
reduce fishing mortality and improve floun-
der survivorship through the first year of life,
including prohibiting commercial harvest, gear
restrictions during spawning season, and spa-
tially restricting bottom trawling. These efforts
were needed because the life history, particu-
larly spawning site fidelity, of winter flounder
makes it vulnerable to localized depletion.

Some adult winter flounder remain in shal-
low coastal waters year-round while others
return to estuaries from offshore to spawn in
the winter months (December — April). Winter
flounder enter Narragansett Bay and the south
shore coastal pond systems in RI to spawn in
the early part of winter (November) and engage
in spawning activity from roughly January
through April annually. Spawning and egg
deposition takes place predominantly on sandy
bottoms and algal accumulations. Winter
flounder eggs are non-buoyant and clump to-
gether on these substrates. Survey data indicate
that peak-spawning activity takes place during
the month of February, however this appears
to vary annually in relation to average water
temperatures.

Fyke Net Survey

Since 1999 the RI Division of Marine Fisheries
staff have been monitoring the population of
spawning adult winter flounder in the coastal
ponds of RI using a type of fixed gear called

a fyke net. Fyke netting is a passive fishing
method that was commonly used in com-
mercial fishing. However, in this case fyke
nets serve as an excellent tool for biological
fishery sampling to assess fish populations that
utilize shallow water habitats. Fyke nets have
been used to catch fish for hundreds of years;
originally used in Finland to harvest herring,

-

whitefish, and salmon. The net is set with a
stake that is driven close to shore at low tide
which is attached to a long leader, similar to
the coastal fish traps encountered throughout
the RI shoreline but on a much smaller scale.
The leader runs perpendicular to shore and is
connected to the main body of the net which is
comprised of a series of parlors terminating in
a codend. Typically, where the leader meets the
opening of the net there are two smaller wings
splayed out in a “V” and spread apart with
either a bar or stakes. A fish swimming along
the shoreline will encounter the leader and be
directed into the net with a small likelihood

of escape. One benefit of using a fyke net to
sample fish is that the gear does not result in
high mortality, typically the fish are returned
to the water unharmed after information is col-
lected on size, sex, and spawning stage.

The focus of this study has been in Point
Judith Pond, Potter Pond, and Ninigret Pond, in
Washington County, RI. Nets are tended every
three to seven days depending on the size of the
catch and weather conditions. Fish caught in the
survey are counted, measured, sexed, and their
spawning stage determined (see Table 2). When
possible, healthy flounder are tagged with Peter-
son disc tags and returned to the water. There is
areward of a hat for fishermen who give infor-
mation on location of catch and the size of the
tagged fish. Water quality parameters including
temperature, salinity, and dissolved oxygen are
also recorded. Abundance is measured using a
relative index based on catch per unit effort, in
this case net hauls.
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A mature winter flounder fitted with an acoustic tag,
about to be released.

Tagging study recapture data has shown that
winter flounder display a strong tendency to re-
turn to natal areas to spawn. On multiple occa-
sions, tagged fish have been caught in the same
exact location the following year from where
they were first captured, thus it may be difficult
for local populations to recover due to the lack
of returning reproductive adults. Winter floun-
der tagged in the coastal ponds and recaptured
at sea display a migration pattern moving south
and to the east as they return to the ocean.
Beginning in the winter of 2021/2022 a more
advanced acoustic tagging methodology began
to be deployed in Ninigret Pond. An array of 12
receivers was positioned throughout the pond
to track movements of tagged winter flounder
within the system. This information will help
elucidate both within estuary habitat use as
well as frequency and timing of entries and
exits from the ocean to the pond.

The results of the survey have shown that in
Point Judith Pond the adult spawning winter
flounder population has been in decline since
2001 from an average of about 24 to 2 fish per
net haul in 2019. Companion surveys which
examine juvenile fish population abundance in
the coastal ponds and Narragansett Bay mirror
these results closely. While juvenile winter
flounder abundance is variable among coastal
ponds and Narragansett Bay, an overall down-
ward trend over the last two decades is clear.

The low population levels found in Point
Judith Pond have prompted management
action to close the pond to all winter flounder
fishing to aid in the recovery. Other factors may
be contributing to the low abundance in Point
Judith besides fishing pressure. Predation of
adult and juvenile winter flounder by sea rob-
ins, summer flounder, cormorants, egrets, and
seals, among many others contribute to natural
mortality resulting in low population levels.
Aside from predation, warming winter water
temperatures due to climate change may also
be holding the population in check. It has been
documented that young-of-the-year winter
flounder experience higher mortality during
warmer winters. It is possible that the Southern

Measuring and tagging a mature winter flounder.

Emptying a catch of young striped bass
from the fyke net. All fish caught are
measured and recorded.

Table 1: Definitions of Important Terms

Glossary

Fishing Mortality

Natural Mortality

The rate at which fish die from all causes other than
harvest (ASMFC 2009).

The rate at which fish in a stock die because of fishing
(ASMFC 2009).

The total weight of the mature females within a stock

Spawning Stock Biomass

of fish; frequently used instead of total biomass as a
better measure of the ability of a stock to replenish itself

(ASMFC 2009).

Table 2: Spawning Stages of Winter Flounder Explained

Immature

Ripe
Running Ripe
Spent
Resting

New England stock is no longer large enough
to overcome these external factors and will see
little or no recovery.

Future Management

The abundance and spawning index in concert
with tag/recapture data collected in this survey
is a tool to aid in estimation of population size
and year class structure. Studies such as this
one are especially useful when collected for a
long period of time. A long-term approach to
adult winter flounder assessments in RI south
shore coastal ponds is paramount and will en-
able fisheries biologists to fine tune the man-
agement strategy for this species. This research
project will continue to provide valuable infor-
mation about flounder movement, population
size, exploitation rates, growth rates, natural
mortality, and fishing mortality.

A fish that has not yet reached sexual maturity and does
not contribute to spawning

The pre-spawn stage

The active spawning stage

The post-spawn stage

The non-active spawning stage

The prospects of rebuilding the Southern
New England winter flounder stock have been
discussed extensively by scientists and manag-
ers, as the stock’s outlook has not looked prom-
ising. With warming waters found to negatively
influence the stock’s productivity, coupled with
a projected warming ocean for foreseeable
decades, winter flounder population models
incorporating future climate conditions project
that even under fishing moratoriums, it may
not be possible to rebuild winter flounder to
previous stock levels. Despite ominous stock-
wide outlooks, fisheries managers should not be
deterred from developing informed strategies
for stock resiliency. In concert with rebuilding
targets that consider temperature-induced pro-
ductivity, this research suggests future manage-
ment measures should focus at spatial scales
where winter flounder persist and provide the
greatest chance for survival success.
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Winter flounder (Blackback)
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Summer flounder (Fluke)

Tautog (Blackfish)

Scientific Name: Pseudopleuronectes
americanus

Identification: Nearly straight lateral line
and blunt snout. Eyes on right side.

Scientific Name: Paralichthys dentatus
Identification: Eyes on left side. Large
mouth with teeth.

Scientific Name: Tautoga onitis
Identification: Highly arched head,
blunt snout and thick lips.

Black Sea Bass

t%%"“yw v

Striped Bass

Bluefish

Scientific Name: Centropristis striata
Identification: Gray, brown or blue-
black. Rounded caudal fin.

Scientific Name: Morone saxatilis
Identification: Grayish-green above,
silvery on sides with distinct horizontal
stripes.

Scientific Name: Pomatomus saltatrix
Identification: Series of stout conical
teeth, and first dorsal fin is much lower
than the second with 7-9 dorsal spines.

Weakﬁsh. (Squeteague)

Scup (Porgy) .

Atlantic cod

Scientific Name: Cynoscion regalis
Identification: Long second dorsal fin,
slender body and absent chin barbel.

Scientific Name: Stenotomus chrysops
Identification: Silvery, iridescent. Con-
cave dorsal profile, small teeth and lunate
pointed tail.

Scientific Name: Gadus morhua
Identification: Pale lateral line, chin
barbel, large eyes, square tipped tail and
spotted color pattern.

Pollock

American eel

Scientific Name: Pollachius virens
Identification: Forked tail, projecting
lower jaw and greenish color without
spots.

Scientific Name: Anguilla rostrata
Identification: Dorsal fin begins far be-
hind the pectoral fin, and the lower jaw
projects beyond upper jaw.

Alewife and Blueback Herring
(River Herring)

Scientific Name: Alosa pseudoharengus
and Alosa aestivalis

Identification: Deep body and spot
located just behind the gill cover.

Wil

Monkfish (Goosefish)

Spiny dogfish

Atlantic menhaden

Scientific Name: Lophius americanus
Identification: Depressed body and
huge mouth.

Scientific Name: Squalus acanthias
Identification: Gray or brownish with
large sharp dorsal spines.

Scientific Name: Brevoortia tyrannus
Identification: Large scaleless head
nearly one third total body length.
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American Lobster Atlantic Rock Crab Green Crab

Scientific Name: Homarus americanus Scientific Name: Cancer irroratus Scientific Name: Carcinus maenas

Identification: Greenish brown with Identification: Beige or yellowish shell Identification: Usually dark green.

blue patches near joints of appendages. with numerous closely spaced purple- Found under rocks and in intertidal
brown spots. Very common. zones. Very common.

&
\ =
2

Blue Crab Horseshoe Crab Atlantic Longfin Squid

Scientific Name: Callinectes sapidus Scientific Name: Limulus polyphemus Scientific Name: Loligo pealeii
Identification: Blueish gray shell. Fingers Identification: Olive green or brownish Identification: White or translucent gray
of claws are bright blue in males and red shell. Long spike-like tail. with tiny red or purple spots with expand
in females. and contract.

Common Shellfish

Eastern Oyster Northern Quahaug Soft Shell Clam (steamer)

(Hard Shell Clam)

Scientific Name: Crassostrea virginica Scientific Name: Mya arenaria

Identification: Grayish white, variable Scientific Name: Mercenaria mercenaria Identification: Chalky white shell. Lives
shape, found at or below low tide level. Identification: Shell ranges from light deeply burrowed in sediment. Common
gray to black. Found in shallow water. in intertidal zone and shallow water.

Knobbed Channeled

T &S,
r
N X )
w \‘:_\ e
Egy Case !. '{f?‘.'u h
Blue Mussel Channeled & Knobbed Whelk Common Periwinkle
Scientific Name: Mytilus edulis Scientific Name: Busycotypus canaliculatus Scientific Name: Littorina littorea
Identification: Blue or blue-black. Com- & Busycon carica. Identification: Usually brown, black or
mon in beds near low tide and attaches Identification: Grooved or knobbed gray shell, sometimes will white spiral
to rocks and shells with fibers. beige or yellowish gray shell. Often lines. Most common periwinkle in the
covered with a hairy outer shell layer. rocky intertidal zone.

Distinctive egg case.
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# Access Sites

Please see below for a map of saltwater boating access sites throughout Rhode Island. The sites are State-owned and currently in usable condition. A
list of these locations with brief descriptions is found on page 21. More boating access sites, such as town-owned ramps, and additional information
can be found on the Marine Fisheries website at http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/fishwild/boatInch.htm#salt.

When utilizing these boating access sites, please be respectful of other users and properly dispose of all trash and waste.
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http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/fishwild/boatlnch.htm#salt

Depth
I S A N

Westerly Main Street Main St., concrete slab ramp 4 ft.
2 Quonochontaug Breachway Off West Beach Rd., concrete plank ramp 3ft.
Charlestown 3 Charlestown Breachway West end of Charlestown Beach Rd., linked concrete slabs 3 ft.
4 Charlestown Off of Charlestown Beach Rd. Natural Shoreline, gravel base N/A
5 Galilee Corner of Galilee Rd., and Great Island Rd., southeast side of 4ft
Narragansett Great Island Bridge. Linked concrete planks - double ramp :
6 Monahan's Dock East Side of Ocean Rd., at South Pier Rd., concrete - steep drop 3-4ft.
5 7 Narrow River Off Middlebridge Rd. on Pollock Ave., concrete planks 3 ft.
South Kingstown
8 Marina Park Route 1., concrete slabs N/A
Newport 9 Fort Adams Off Harrison Ave. 3 ft.
Middletown 10  Third Beach Concrete ramp. Parking fee when beach is open N/A
Little Compton 1 Sakonnet Point S_akonnet Point Rd. (Rt. 77). North side of Town Landing Rd., 2t
linked concrete planks
North Kingstown 12 Wilson Park East end of Intrepid Dr., off Post Rd., Rt. 1, near fire station. Linked 3ft.
concrete plank - moderately steep
13  Fogland End of Fogland Rd., at High Hill Rd. Linked concrete planks N/A
Tiverton ; arc
. . Underneath new Sakonnet bridge., off Riverside Dr. concrete
14  Sakonnet River Bridge planks, strong currents N/A
15  Weaver Cove On Burma Rd. South of Melville complex. Concrete slabs 4 ft.
Portsmouth 16  Gull Cove Accessed via turnoff from Rl 138 E/24 E. Linked concrete planks 2 ft.
17 Stone Bridge Off th?. 138 at junction of Park Ave and Point Rd., at 3t
Teddy's Beach
Prudence Island 18  Homestead \(/):riz?;dence Island, off Narragansett Ave., north of Prudence N/A
East Greenwich 19  Greenwich Cove Pole #6, Crompton Ave. Concrete slab N/A
19  Goddard Goddard State Park N/A
Warwick ; ;
20 Oakland Beach Warwick Cove. Oakland Beach Ave. Take last left. East side of <4ft.
Oakland Beach. Concrete ramp
21  Independence Park At the foot of Church St., off of Rt. 114. Linked concrete slab N/A
Bristol 22  Colt State Park Off of Hope St. (Rt. 114), concrete ramp 4 ft.
Annawanscutt Dr., off Metacom Ave. (Rt. 136), past Veteran's
S| TS Home. Linked concrete planks >2ft.
Warren 24  Warren West side of Water St., at Wheaton St., cement slab N/A
Barrington 25  Haines Park On Bullock's Cove, off Metropolitan Park Dr. concrete slab 4 ft.
26  Sabin Point Off Bulluck's Point Ave. Hard packed Sand N/A
East Providence ' : :
27 Bold Point foVeteran s Memorial Pkwy., via Mauran Ave. at the end of 4ft
PierRd. Concrete slab
Providence 28  Gano Park End of of East Transit St. Concrete slab N/A
29  Festival Pier End of Tim Healey Way, off of School St. (Rt. 114). Concrete slab N/A
Pawtucket i i i i .
30  Pawtucket East side of Taft St., just south of Rt. 95 bridge. Linked con N/A

crete planks

* Please note that some boating access sites may require a permit or fee for parking and/or use.
N/A= Information not available
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< Lobster/Crab Regulations sesss——

Recreational
Lobster License

« Available to Rhode Island
residents only

« Allows for personal use only
(not for sale)

Blue Crabs

« State Residents Only -
no license needed

Types of licenses available:

Non-Commercial Pot License
Non-Commercial Diver License

$40.00 yr
$40.00 yr

Licenses can be obtained through the Office of Boat Registration and Licensing located at 235
Promenade Street, Providence, RI 02908 or online at http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bpoladm/

manserv/hfb/boating/commfish.htm

o All lobsters must be measured
IMMEDIATELY.

« Those measuring less than 3-3/8"carapace
length must be returned immediately to the
water from which taken.

o The POSSESSION of egg-bearing or
v-notched lobsters is prohibited.

« Mandatory v-notching of all egg-bearing fe-
malesin LCMA 2 (includes all RI state waters).

o All Blue Crabs measuring less than 5" spike
to spike shall be returned to the water im-
mediately.

« No person shall possess, take, or attempt to

o No person shall raise or unduly disturb any

lobster pot or trap within the territorial
waters of this State between the hours of
one (1) hour after sundown and one (1) hour
before sunrise.

Recreational possession limit for licensed
residents:
»Pots - 5 pots/recreational license
»Divers — 8 lobsters/day

Harvesting of blue crabs is prohibited be-
tween sunset and sunrise.

The POSSESSION of egg-bearing crabs is
prohibited.

take more than 25 blue crabs from any of
the waters in this state except when taking
by crab net, dip net, scoop net, hand line or
trot line.

**This is only a brief summary of the Rl Division of Fish and Wildlife's regulations. For more information or to view the actual
regulations please visit RIDFW’s website at: http://www.dem.ri.gov/topics/mftopics.htm**

- Always remember to wear a life jacket.

- Make sure your life jacket is
U.S.C.G. approved.

- Take the time to ensure a proper fit.

- Life jackets meant for adults do not
work for children.

+ Children under 13 years old must
wear a life jacket.
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Equipment Regulations —

Escape Vents (Lobster, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Pots)

Rectangular " x 5-3/4" 2-1/4"x 5-3/4"  1-3/8"x 5-3/4"

Square None 2-1/4" x 2-1/4" 2"X 2"

Two Circular  2-5/8"diameter  3.1"diameter  2.5" diameter
Diving Baskets

Bar Spacing 1" x 2-1/2" minimum

Bag 2" minimum

Spacing Requirements for Tongs and Bullrakes

Tooth Spacing 1" minimum

Head Construction 1" x 2-1/2" minimum

Bay Scallop Regulations:

Bay Scallops may only be harvested using dip nets from the second
Saturday of November until sunrise the first day of December. Other
appropriate methods, such as snorkeling, diving, or dredges, may be
used from December Ist until December 31st. For additional informa-
tion and restrictions, please visit http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/

regs/fishwild/rimf_shell.pdf.

Scuba

Shellfishing using SCUBA gear is prohibited in Ninigret Pond, Green Hill
Pond, Quonochontaug Pond, and Potter Pond.

Gill Nets, Otter Trawling,
Seines, Etc.

Please contact RIDFW to request area specific regulations.

fishing,

1>

BOAT ~ ¥ FISH

Photo: Chgrlgftown Brééchway State Beach
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Beach Seines,
Recreational Bait Nets

Marine species may lawfully be taken for personal use pro-
vided that all existing minimum size and possession limit
restrictions for the species possessed are adhered to. Also,
alimit of 2 quarts per person is allowed for all unregulated
marine species. Nets being used cannot exceed four (4) feet in
depth and 20 feet in length.

Marking of Traps

The owner of every trap, pot, or other stationary contrivance used for
the taking of marine fish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other invertebrates
being fished in the waters of this state, and the owner of any trap or

pot for catching, or cars or other contrivance for keeping lobsters shall
mark each such trap, pot, or contrivance, together with the buoy which

is attached thereto, with the name or names of the owners thereof or the
person or persons using the same, and the license number or numbers of
such person or persons. Each such lobster or crab pot buoy shall display
that person’s stated color scheme, and this color scheme shall also be
displayed on the boat used by that person in tending that gear. The use of
floating line within eight feet of the surface is prohibited.

our one-stop sl op. for Rhode Islanc
untmg& oating licenses & permit

DIVISION OF
MARINE FISHERIES
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Safe Shellfish Handling s——.

TECHNIQUES

How to handle shellfish with love

Shellfish are one of Nature’s most perfect foods — healthful, nutritious and delicious. However, if shellfish
are not kept cold they can cause illness (like many other raw foods). These tips ensure that the shellfish
you serve are as perfect and healthful as Nature intended

Harvesting Shellfish

Before you set out to “dig your own” there are basic guidelines to follow. The first is to dig in approved
waters. The RI Dept. of Environmental Management regulates and manages shellfish growing areas. They
monitor water quality for conditions such as bacterial/viral loads and “red tide.” To ensure you are har-
vesting from approved waters you can check the maps and descriptions at http://www.dem.ri.gov/maps/
mapfile/shellfsh.pdf and get updates on closures on the DEM hotline at 401-222-2900. The wild harvest of
oysters is prohibited from May 16 — Sept 14 annually.

Transporting Shellfish
Make sure your shellfish stay cold on the trip home. The optimal temperature to preserve flavor and safety
is 35° to 45° F. Here are a few options:

« Keep shellfish on ice, not in water, and in the shade for the trip home.

« Usinga cooler with ice or cold packs is the best choice.

Storing Shellfish

Fresh shellfish can last for several days if properly stored in your refrigerator below 45° F. Freezing
shellfish will kill them, and they should not be held in melted ice water. Make sure they are not contami-
nated by other foods that might drip on them. Allowing shellfish to warm up can allow bacteria to grow,
increasing the risk of illness.

Cooking Shellfish

Make sure there are no dead or gaping shellfish, live shellfish will close tightly when tapped. Shellfish
should smell fresh - like an ocean breeze. Avoid raw or undercooked shellfish if you are immune compro-
mised*, but fully cooking will eliminate bacteria.

*The elderly, as well as those individuals who suffer from liver disease, diabetes, HIV, or are taking medications that

suppress theirimmune system, can be at risk for serious iliness from bacteria that may be associated with raw or
undercooked poultry, eggs, hamburger and shellfish (especially in summer). Ask your doctor if you are not sure.

For more information
about shellfish safety issues visit the following websites:
www.ECSGA.org/safety or www.safeoysters.org

New State Record Quahog

Congratulations to Cooper Monaco of Wakefield, Rl for finding the largest Rhode Island
quahog to date! Cooper was clamming with his family in the Weekapaug area of Westerly
in July 2020 when he dug up this behemoth! It measured 81mm wide at the hinge and
weighed a whopping 2 Ibs. 7.75 ounces. The previous largest recorded quahog was caught
on the RI DEM Narragansett Bay Shellfish Dredge Survey and measured 72mm at the
hinge. Cooper kindly donated his quahog to the URI Marine Science and Research Facility
at the Narragansett Bay Campus where it is currently on display.
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£ Shellfish Regulations N S

Shellfishing is prohibited statewide between sunset and sunrise.

Oysters - The season is open from September 15 to May 15 (inclusive).

Scallops - The season opens sunrise the first Saturday in November and closes at sunset on December 31.

Consult “Rhode Island Marine Fisheries Regulations: Shellfish” of the Marine Fisheries Statutes and Regulations for specific shellfishing regula-
tions. http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/fishwild/rimftoc.htm

Resident Recreational Shellfishing -
No License Required

Any resident of this State may, without a license,
take quahogs, soft-shelled clams, mussels, surf
clams, oysters (in season), and bay scallops (in
season). Harvested shellfish may not be sold or
offered for sale. (See below for possession limits
in Shellfish Management Areas and Non-Man-
agement Areas).

Non-Resident Recreational Shellfish-
ing - Licensed Individuals Only
Holders of a non-resident shellfishing license
may take quahogs, soft-shelled clams, mus-
sels, surf clams, oysters (in season). (See below
for possession limits in Shellfish Management
Areas and Non-Management Areas). There is
no taking of lobsters, blue crabs, or bay scallops
by non-residents.

Non-Resident Property Owners

A nonresident landowner who owns residential
real estate in Rhode Island assessed for taxa-
tion at a value of not less than thirty thousand
dollars may, with proof of property ownership,
obtain an annual, non-commercial, non-
resident shellfish license for a fee of twenty-five
dollars. This license holds the same restrictions
and allowable daily catch limits as a licensed
non-resident.

Shellfish Management Areas:

Potter, Point Judith, Ninigret (Charlestown),
Quonochontaug, and Winnapaug (Brightman)
Ponds, Greenwich Bay, Bristol Harbor, Poto-
womut (Areas A, B and C), and Bissel Cove,
Kickemuit River, High Banks, Mill Gut, Jenny’s
Creek (closed until further notice). Addition-
ally, certain Shellfish Management Areas, have
limited fishing days and seasonal requirements
for commercial harvest.

Area specific regulations may apply. Con-
sult “Part IV Shellfish” of the Marine Fisheries
Statutes and Regulations at http://www.dem.
ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/fishwild/rimf_shell.pdf

Shellfishing Areas with Harvest
Restrictions Due to Water Quality:
Certain areas are subject to permanent, season-
al, and rainfall-induced shellfishing closures.
Consult http://www.dem.ri.gov/maps/mapfile/
shellfsh.pdf for current maps and regulations
or contact the Division of Water Resources at

(401) 222-3961. For current rainfall-induced
closure restrictions call (401) 222-2900.
Please be responsible; be aware of all har-
vesting restrictions.

Spawner Sanctuaries and
Shellfishing Moratoria:

Certain waters of the state are permanently
closed to shellfishing, allowing maintenance,

restoration, and enhancement wild broodstock.

Areas include portions of Winnapaug Pond,
Quonochontaug Pond, Ninigret Pond, Potter
Pond, Potowomut, and Jenny’s Creek in its en-
tirety. Consult “Part IV Shellfish” of the Marine
Fisheries Statutes and Regulations: http://www.
dem.ri.gov/pubs/regs/regs/fishwild/rimf4.pdf

Minimum Sizes for Shellfish:

Quahog = 1 inch hinge width

Soft-Shelled Clam* = 2 inches

Oyster* = 3 inches

Bay Scallop = No seed possession

Surf Clam* = 5 inches

Channeled or

Knobbed Whelks = 3 inches width or 5
3/8 inches length

* Measured in a straight line parallel to the

long axis of the animal.

The most up-to-date
regulations online.

€ eRegulations.com

Daily Possession Limits for Quahogs,
Soft-Shell Clams, Surf Clams, Mus-
sels, and Oysters (Bay Scallops Ex-
cluded) in:

Shellfish Management Areas

Resident (no sale) = 1 peck each per person
Licensed Non-Resident (no sale) = ¥ peck each
per person

Non-Management Areas

Resident (no sale) = 1/2 bushel each per person
Licensed Non-Resident (no sale) = 1 peck each
per person

Dry Measure Equivalents

1 peck = 2 gallons
Y» peck = 1 gallon
1 bushel = 8 gallons
Y% bushel = 4 gallons

Whelks

1/2 bushel per person
1 bushel per vessel max
Residents only
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< Article: Tribute to Steve Medeiros

Loss of a

Fishing Legend

By John Lake, Supervising Marine Biologist, Rl DEM Division of Marine Fisheries

The Rhode Island recreational fishing community lost one of the
greats in 2021: Steve Medeiros. Steve was a husband and father,
Navy veteran, retired West Warwick Police Sergeant, and professional
photographer. He was also the President and Executive Director of
the Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Association (RISAA) of which he

was a founding member.

RISAA is one of the largest charitable non-
profit recreational saltwater fishing advocacy
groups in the country and encompasses many
local fishing clubs throughout southern New
England. The association provides a forum for
saltwater anglers to provide education concern-
ing fishing techniques, improved catches, and
overall enjoyment of fishing; to foster sports-
manship; to support marine conservation and
sound management of fisheries resources;

and provide a unified voice to preserve and
protect the rights, traditions and the future of

recreational fishing in Rhode Island. Folks here
at the RI Department of Environmental Man-
agement (RIDEM) knew Steve as a collabora-
tive partner and tireless participant in the pub-
lic process. The business of setting fishing rules
and regulations can be contentious, tiresome,
and complicated. That was no problem for Steve
who always showed up to public meetings pre-
pared and ready to advocate for the recreational
angler. He had a great understanding of the
process and was always ready to stand up and
make sure recreational fishing interests were

represented. His style was thoughtful, soft spo-
ken, unassuming, respectful, and very effective.
Steve had a lot of clout both with the fishing
industry and the state and federal legislature, a
guy you wanted in your corner. He and RISAA
were key partners in the creation of the RI
Saltwater Recreational Fishing License which
is a key program for RI Marine Fisheries. His
vision for how the funds generated from the li-
cense are spent is still in place today providing
for new and improved fishing access points,
better recreational fishing data collection,
science and research, and of course educa-
tion and outreach. Steve was passionate about
educating both young and old anglers about all
aspects of fishing. One of his missions was to
have “fish and fishermen in abundance” which
is clear in the many education programs which
RISAA conducts from fishing techniques to
marine conservation. Getting kids interested
in fishing was paramount for Steve. RISAA has
many programs aimed towards youth angling
such as “Take a kid fishing day” and their
youth angling tournaments. In 2016, RISAA
and RI Division of Marine Fisheries partnered
to create a 3-day annual youth fishing camp
which has been a great success. The free camp
educates kids on fishing techniques, safety,
fish biology, fishing rules, and best practices.
Steve always spearheaded this effort rallying
many RISAA volunteers ensuring it went off
without a hitch. A lasting memory of Steve

for me will always be at the latest graduation
ceremony for the camp. Steve was speaking

to the kids and asked how many of them had
caught a fish at the camp and they all cheered
and vigorously raised their hands. 'm not sure
who was smiling more, Steve or the kids. The
State is developing plans for a memorial for
Steve at the Black Point fishing access point in
Narragansett. From all of us at the RIDEM,
thank you Steve for all of your hard work and
dedication to saltwater fishing and for being a
great partner and friend.
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' The Smad of
o u n S Aquatic Invasive
1 Species!

Examples of Invasive Species:

Zebra Asian Variable
Mussel Clam Milfoil

"

Water Eurasian
Chestnut Milfoil

Recreational Fishing
in Rhode Island

4,433
jobs

Saltwater recreational fishing is
a vital part of the Ocean State’s
economy. Residents and anglers
from around the world fish in
Rhode Island. Nearly two-thirds
come from out of state.

$192M
come

in

$452M
sales

Carp Koi Goldfish

Source: January 2020 addendum to Fisheries Economics of the United States, 2016 Attention Bo ate rs:
e Inspect vessel carefully
What'’s biting in Rhode Island? before & after use!

Black Sea Bass | «fifw | «fifw | <fifw | i - Remove ALL weeds and plant

fragments from water craft & trailer
Bluefish | -qmip before & after use
Drain boat & motor far from water;

Scup ’( ’( ’( ’( ’( 4 . allow to dry before next use

« Clean off all waders, boots and gear

Striped Bass | = ‘ « after use in any waterbody
Summer Flounder .4 + Do not release bait of aquarium fish,
‘ shellfish or plants
0 1M M 3M 4M 5M 6M
These 2019 estimates of fish caught by recreational anglers include released fish. For more information contact:
: : RI Department of Environmental
View the estimates. Query the data. Management
. Division of Fish and Wildlife
cou ntmyf| sh. noaa.gov (407) 789-0281 or (401) 789-7481

www.dem.ri.gov
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you would like to share your notable catches wit
us and have the chance to see them in next year’s
fishing guide, please send pictures and informatior
0 katherine.rodrigue@dem.ri.go

Stﬁff It SOrtﬁsi i%‘ y

S had iclﬁrafjé:erizo:'ufnfe? of 4 nice fat weakfish. 19 Guide:Servic

§omy

A beautifl spanish mackere
caught on th fly.

CDevilll " BigGame Archangel
Sportfishing . Fishing Charters Charters

caught this white marlin Capt. Brian Bacon shows off this An impressive striper caught

offshore while trolling with doormat summer flounder. during a sunset trip with
umbrella rigs. Capt. Mike Littlefield.

28 Background photo courtesy of Nathan Andrews 2022 Rhode Island Saltwater Regulation Guide

Flippin Out
Charters

A happy client shows offa
massive tautog during a fall
trip led by Capt. BJ Silvia. %
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< 2022 Tide Table — Newport, Rl s—.

[
High tide predictions between 6:00 AM and 7:00 PM (adjusted for daylight savings time) @= New Moon Q = Full Moon
1 12:07PM 1:46 PM 2:10PM 3:06 PM 6:30 AM 615 AM 6:32 AM 612 AM 6:37 AM 6:20 AM 6:31 AM 619 AM
2 107PM 2:43PM 3:01 PM 3:59PM 7:23AM 706AM  715AMe®  655AM  716AMe  6:58AM 7:03 AM 6:54 AM
3 208PM 3:40 PM 3:54PM 457PM  813AMe  7:53AMe  756AM  735AMe  7:54AM  732AMe  7:33AMe  726AM
4 3:09PM 4:37PM 4:49PM 5:51 PM 9:00 AM 8:37 AM 8:36 AM 814AM 8:29 AM 8:04 AM 8:05 AM 7:59 AM
5  412PM 531 PM 5:41 PM 6:35PM 9:47 AM 9:21 AM 9:16 AM 8:52 AM 9:03 AM 8:35 AM 839AM  835AM e
6  512PM 617 PM 6:26 PM 656AM  10:33AM  10:03AM  9:58AM 9:30 AM 9:37 AM 9:08 AM 917 AM 913 AM
7 604PM 6:58 PM 6:45 AM 7:37 AM 1121AM  1047AM  10:42AM  10:09AM  10:14AM  9:43AM 9:59 AM 9:55 AM
8  648PM 7:16 AM 726AM  818AMe  1209PM  11:32AM  11:30AM  1050AM  10:54AM  10:23AM  11:46AM  10:40 AM
9  708AM 7:55 AM 8:06 AM 8:59 AM 1:00 PM 1220PM  1217PM  11:33AM  11:38AM  11:08AM  12:39PM  11:31AM
10  747AM  833AMe  845AMe  9:42AM 1:52 PM 111 PM 1:04 PM 1218PM  1226PM  11:57 AM 1:37 PM 12:27 PM
11 824AMe  911AM 925AM  1027AM  2:46PM 2:03PM 1:53PM 1:05 PM 118 PM 12:53 PM 2:38PM 1:26 PM
12 9:00AM 950AM  10:08AM  1114AM 3:48 PM 2:56 PM 2:45PM 1:56 PM 217PM 1:53PM 3:46 PM 2:28PM
13 9:37AM  10:32AM  10:52AM 1205 PM  452PM 3:53PM 3:41 PM 2:54PM 3:25PM 3:02PM 457 PM 3:33PM
14 1015AM  11:17AM  11:40AM  12:59PM 5:44 PM 4:48PM 4:35PM 3:56 PM 4:32PM 413PM 6:00PM 4:40PM
15  10:55AM  12:04PM  12:30PM 1:54 PM 6:24 PM 5:36 PM 5:25PM 4:56 PM 5:32PM 516 PM 6:55 PM 5:42 PM
16 11:40AM  12:54PM 1:221PM 2:54PM 6:59 PM 618 PM 613 PM 5:51 PM 6:27PM 612PM 7:24AM 6:37 PM
17 12:28PM 1:45 PM 215 PM 3:59 PM 7:20 AM 6:58PM  6:38AMO  643PM  656AMO  641AM  812AMOQ  7:03AM
18 118PM 2:38PM 312PM 508PM  756AMQ  7:23AM 725AM  709AMQ  747AM  731AMQ  858AM 7:50 AM
19  210PM 3:35PM 414PM 6:10 PM 833AM  803AMOQ  814PM 8:01 AM 8:38 AM 819 AM 9:44AM  836AMO
20  3:00PM 4:36 PM 5:20 PM 6:35 AM 913 AM 8:46 AM 9:06 PM 8:54 AM 9:29AM 9:07AM  1031AM  9:22AM ‘
|21 404PM 5:38PM 6:21 PM 7:27 AM 9:54 AM 9:31 AM 10:02PM  9:48AM  1020AM  9:56AM 119AM  10:07 AM l
3 22 5:04PM 6:35PM 647AM  816AMOQ  10:40PM  1021AM  11:01PM  10:44AM  11:13AM  1046AM  12:09PM  10:54 AM
7 23 601PM 7:02 AM 7:42 AM 9:03AM 1M:31AM  1115AM  1202PM  1141AM  1207PM  11:38AM 1:02 PM 11:43 AM
‘-; 24 654PM  756AMOQ  833AMO  9:48AM 12:15PM 1:02 PM 12:37PM 1:01 PM 12:31PM 1:56 PM 12:34PM
4 25 720AM 8:49 AM 9:24AM  10:33AM 117 PM 1:34 PM 1:58 PM 1:26 PM 2:52PM 1:26 PM
26 813AMQ  942AM 1013AM 1117 AM 2:23PM 2:59 PM 2:226PM 3:55PM 218PM r
27 905AM  10:35AM  11:03AM  12:02PM 4:04PM 4:58 PM 3:11PM t
28 9:58AM 11:29AM  11:53AM  12:46PM 4:08PM !
29 10:53AM  1224PM  12:43PM 1:30PM 5:02PM
30 11:50AM 118 PM 1:31PM 215PM
31 12:48PM 218PM 3:05PM
Tidal Differences E m
Providence, Rl.........cccorrer Plus 13 minutes | =TV
Warwick, Rl ... Plus 13 minutes _ Y DNE CUSTDMS

RODS - REELS - TACKLE

Portsmouth, RI.... ....Plus 8 minutes

Wickford, Rl ......ceemerrrrerennrrrnne Plus 3 minutes
Sakonnet Point, RiI..................... Less 9 minutes
Narragansett, Rl .................... Less 11 minutes

Point Judith, RlI.... ....Same as Tide Chart
Westerly, Rl .....cceueevcerccecenenns Plus 41 minutes
Block Island, Rl ......................LESS 13 minutes

s Like us on: |
facebook.
;r 1980 East Main Road-{

Portsmouth, RI s
401.293.0477 7.
craftyonecustoms.com -
VETERAN

OWNED ~xo OPERATED



http://www.craftyonecustoms.com
http://www.craftyonecustoms.com

£ Party/Charter Boat Directory

BLOCKISLAND

BLOCKISLAND FISHWORKS
CAPT. CHRISTOPHER WILLI.

HULA CHARTERS
CAPT. MATTKING

LINESIDER FISHING CHARTERS - ROOSTER

.(401) 466-5392

(401) 263-3474

CAPT. ERIC GUSTAFSON....oooomssvrrrrrrrssssssrssesenesss (401) 439-5386
PALE HORSE

CAPT. JOHN HUNNEWELL...cooovvovrrrrerrrrssrrrrrrrrren (802) 379-0336
FISH THE WORLD

CAPTJOHN HOBE ...ooosrrrreerenscsssnseeeessssssssnseeesss (401) 466-5254
NEWPORT

ARCHANGEL FISHING CHARTERS

CAPT. MIKE LITTLEFIELD..cuuuvuvvrerrrvrrvnensnnsenennnnenenes (401) 406-9555
CITY BY THE SEA CHARTERS

CAPT. PATRICK HEANEY ..ovvvrrrsinrnrersssssissssssess (401) 489-3004
FISH’N TALES ADVENTURES - F/V NORTHEASTERN

CAPT. THAXTER TEWKSBURY .....ovvvversrrrrrrerrrssns (401) 619-4431
FLAHERTY CHARTERS

CAPT. TIM FLAHERTY ccooovcrrrereesssmsrnseesssssnssssseens (401) 848-5554

ISLANDER FISHING CHARTERS
CAPT. MIKE MASSA...

NEWPORT SPORTFISHING CHARTERS

..(401) 835-4474

CAPT. DALE TAYLOR..ccoocrrrrrrrrrssmssseseessssssnssssseenss (978) 877-0997
ON THE ROCKS CHARTERS
CAPT. RENE LEOURNEAU.....rmrmrmrrririrrrrrerssesenen (401) 359-3625

SARA STARFISHING CHARTERS

CAPT.JOE AIELLO (401) 623-1121

SKINNY WATER CHARTERS

CAPT. JIM BARR (401) 465-8751
TALLTAILZ CHARTERS

CAPT. CONNOR MACLEOD ......uvvvvrrrrssisrrrsrrssss (401) 855-1471
TEEZER

CAPT. ERICTHOMAS .......covrvrrrrsssrsrrreesssssssssssssssn (401) 524-7239

PORTSMOUTH

FLIPPIN OUT CHARTERS
CAPT.B.J. SILVA

PATTERSON GUIDE SERVICE
CAPT. BRIAN PATTERSON.......oovvevvrrnrrrnrrrrrnsrsesssrsn (401) 293-0223

POINT JUDITH

GALILEE

(401) 529-2267

DEEP SEA FISHING:
1/2 Day, Full Day, Night Trips
Overnight & Offshore Trips
Whale Watching

401-783-4988

www.FrancesFleet.com
33 State St., Narragansett

4
SEVEN BS V
80 FT. - CAP 120
JULY Thru AUGUST
1/2 DAY TRIPS
8:30am - 12:30pm
1:00am - 5:00pm
$40 Adults ¢ $25 Child
(Mon & Wed Family Days)
SAVE $50!
SUNDAY
Sunset Special
1pm-8pm
FISHING

|  Special Events e Private Charters
| Group Discounts e Full-service Galley

; MUST RESERVE ONLINE OR CALL OFFICE

Narragansett, R
30 State Street - Dock RR
www.sevenbs.com

401-789-9250 » 800-371-FISH

ADVENTURE CHARTERS

CAPT. CHRIS BELL (401) 359-1785
ACES WILD CHARTERS

CAPT. EARL BELL (401) 749-1199
BARE BONES

CAPT.STEVE ANDERSON......(401) 737-0730/ (401) 255-0128
BUSYLINE

CAPT. NORMAN BARDELL...coooovrrrrremsriirrrreerrrsen (401) 378-2422
C.J.

CAPT. BARRY CHERMS .......covmmvmrrnrreresssinssssseeens (401) 789-8684
CAROLJ

CAPT. PAUL JOHNSON SR....mmmrmvnrnrrrsrsrssnsssnsnnen (401) 207-6947
C-DEVILII

CAPT.KELLY SMITH ..ccrmmmmmsnsssssssssssssssssssssssnsnns (401) 374-1439
CAPTAIN SHERRIFF’S FISHING CHARTERS

CAPT. JOHN SHERIFF .....coorrrrrrrrsrsrrrrnrrssssnssssssss (401) 450-2549
FISHING MACHINE

CAPT. MICHAEL O'GRADY ....covvrrrrrrrsssssrrrerrssss (401) 742-5070
FRANCES FLEET

CAPT. FRANK BLOUNT ..ccoovverrersnsrnreesesssnssssseess (401) 783-4988
GREY FOX CHARTERS

CAPT. JOHN MCCANN..cccorvvrrrmmssmsrrreesssssnssseseenss (401) 258-4630
HALF-N-HALF CHARTERS

CAPT. JAMES OTIS...coommerrererrssssssssssssessssmssssssessssn (401) 477-2886
HIS & HERZ

CAPT. CHRIS HERZ ...rrrererrssssssssnsrensssssssssesssssn (401) 474-1325

HOOKED ON A FEELING CHARTERS
CAPT. JOE BLECZINSKI..
JOKA
CAPT. WILLIAM CATAURO....
LiLToot
CAPT. JOHN RAINONE .......... (401) 783-0883 / (401) 497-6683

(401) 788-3638

...401-258-8331

2022 Rhode Island Saltwater Regulation Guide


http://www.francesfleet.com
http://www.francesfleet.com
http://www.sevenbs.com
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: you pur ing license 0‘% : %IEEI‘ your hoat, a portion of the proceeds go toward preserving
ion's coastlines, lakes, rivers and streams. Pratecting our memories an the water for generations to come.

QO‘KTF{S& Learn more at TakeMeFishing.org/Conservation . TAKEMEFISHING.org
°) e .
N
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LISAMARIE CHARTERS

CAPT. ARTHUR JOHANNIS .......covvrrrrrrrrsrrrrrrrrrses (401) 771-8576
LUCKYLADY

CAPT. STEVEN PALMER... (401) 284-2869
MAKOII

CAPT. DAVID TYRRELL wccovvverreesrrrrerreesssnnssnseessssns (401) 789-3756
MARIDEE

CAPT. ANDREW DANGELO....ccoovvrrrrmsrivrrrrerrrrsn (401) 783-3927
MISTY

CAPT. MARK AMBROSIA......oomvrrrreererssimssseseensns (401) 789-6057
OLD SALT

CAPT. BILL DELLA VALLE.......rerererrrrrrrernrnnennenenns (401) 783-4805
PATTYJ

CAPT. JOHN PARENTE ..(401) 451-5654
PERSUADER

CAPT. DENNIS DILLON...c.ovvvrrrrsnnrnrnrssssssnssssssrns (401) 783-5644
PRIORITYTOO

CAPT. RICK BELLAVANCE JR.....ccovvvrrrrrrrvrrrrrrrrrses (401) 741-5648
REEL TO REEL

CAPT. SCOTT LUNDBERG.....oooocvrrrrrrrrssssissrrensssss (508) 450-1112
RIVER REBEL CHARTERS

CAPT.RANDALL &

CAPT. JOE BAGWELL... ..(401) 253-9693 / (401) 699-1974

SEAHAWK

CAPT. NICK BUTZIGER..cc.cmririrerrrnrnrnsnsnsnenessneneneens (401) 739-6028
SEVENB'SV

CAPT. RUSS BENN....ooovsrsrrrrrrrrssssissssssssssssnsssssssss (401) 789-9250
SNAPPA CHARTERS

CAPT.CHARLES DONILON ...(401) 782-4040 / (407) 487-9044
STUFFIT CHARTERS

CAPT. JOE PAGANO.....mmrvrerrrsssssrrresssssssssssseesss (401) 808-0452

JERUSALEM AND SNUG HARBOR

ANDREW & STEVEN

CAPT. STEVEN FOLLETT coovvvrrrrrrrerresssnnssnneessssns (401) 789-7173
BAD TOUCH

CAPT. LANCELOT BANFIELD ..cccuovverreernnrrrreerreen (401) 595-3923
DRIFTERTOO

CAPT. RICHARD CHATOWSKY SR....covvsverrrreen (401) 539-6097/

(401) 480-2539

Bait & Tackle Shop Directory

FLUKIN CHARTERS
CAPT. CHARLES BORANIAN. . (401) 692-9058
BIG GAME FISHING CHARTERS

CAPT. BRIAN BACON
CAPT. PETER BACON
CAPT. SHAMUS MARA.

.(401) 243-7046
(401) 623-0353
....(401) 489-0631

CHERRY PEPPER

CAPT. LINWOOD SAFFORD, ....(401) 364-6297
ISLAND CURRENT FLEET

CAPT. CHRIS CULLEN .ccccorrrrrrersnrrrreeeesssnsssnneesssns (917) 417-7557
KNOTTYDOG

CAPT.BILL KELLEY ... (401) 741-9829 / (401) 792-3371
LADYK

CAPT. STEPHEN BABIGIAN ....(401) 284-2656 / (239) 565-2949
PAMELAMAY

CAPT. JASON A HOWELL.....ovvvvrmrrrrrrrrresnnnsnsnnnsnnnnnns (401) 742-2383
RESTLESS

CAPT. RICH TEMPLETON......ovvvvrmrrrrrnrnnnnnsnsnsnnneneneees (401) 728-2081
STRIKER

CAPT. RUSSELL BLANK

TWENTY/AUGHT SPORTFISHING
CAPT. JASPER COUTU.uuuvrrrrressnnsrrersssssssssssssssssns (401) 744-801

WISE KRAKEN CHARTERS
CAPT. MATT.

WAKEFIELD

.(401) 884-1753

401-678-1958

BOOKED OFF CHARTERS
CAPT.TONY GUARINO JR..oorrerrrrrrssrrrrerrrsssins (401) 741-2580

HOOKEM
CAPT. MIKE LAWING ..cccvvvrrrrersnnnreneesssssmsssssesesssnnd (401) 595-6970

IRISH JIG CHARTERS
CAPT. DAVE MCCORMICK......(401) 499-9182/(401) 667-0095

LILY ANN
CAPT. RYAN LAWHORN. ... (401) 269-1970

SOUTH SHORE

WATCH HILL

FISHTRAP
CAPT. TOM LOGAN ..mmrrrrrrrsssssssssssssssssissssssssssss (203) 375-0828

UPPER BAY

WARWICK

EAST COAST CHARTERS
CAPT. JACK SPRENGEL ..ccovvverrecssrrrereesssnnssnreeesenn (401) 338-1752

ISLAND GIRL CHARTERS
CAPT. RICHARD CATALDL..oooesrrrrrrrersssssrnreersssn (401) 458-1503

WEST BAY

EAST GREENWICH

CASTAFLY CHARTERS
CAPT. RAY STACHELEK..... (401) 884-3794 / (401) 323-5439

BLOCKISLAND JAMESTOWN WAKEFIELD
BLOCK ISLAND FISHWORKS. .(401) 466-5392 | ZEEK'S CREEK BAIT & TACKLE INC. (401)423-1170 | SKIP'S DOCK (401) 648-6728
SNUG HARBOR MARINA ..(401) 7837766
BRISTOL MIDDLETOWN INDUSTRIAL MARINE MARKETING ...(401) 782-4412
BRISTOL BAIT & TACKLE s (401) 545-5470 | THE SALTWATER EDGE .o (401)842-0062 | \WARREN
SAM'S BAIT & TACKLE s (401) 848-5909
CHARLESTOWN NORTH KINGSTOWN LUCKY BAIT & TACKLE . (401) 247-2223
BREACHWAY BAIT & TACKLE (401) 364-6407 WARWICK
QUONNY BAIT & TACKLE ... -(401) 3152330 | QUAKER LANE BAIT & TACKLE oo (401) 294-9642
FIN AND FEATHERS OUTFITTERS e (401) 316-6924 | RAY’S BAIT & TACKLE ..o (401) 7387878
CHEPACHET NARRAGANSETT TACKLE BOX (401) 736-0605
BIG BEAR FISHING & HUNTING LLC v (401) 949-0339 ISLAND GIRL (401) 458-1503
MARIDEE CANVAS BAIT & TACKLE . (401) 789-5190 | \WESTERLY
COVENTRY CAPTAIN'S TACKLE o (401) 783-4988
WATCHHILL OUTFITTERS ..(401) 596-7217
SANDY BOTTOM BAIT & TACKLE ... 401) 8231540
“oy PORTSMOUTH GRAY’S BOATYARD MARINE STORE.. 401) 348-8689
CRANSTON CRAFTY ONE CUSTOMS.. @07 2930477 | CARDINAL BAIT & TACKLE ..(401) 3227297
CONTINENTAL BAIT & TACKLE. (4019432137 | PROVIDENCE
EAST PROVIDENCE MARINE & AUTO SAVINGS INC.. (401) 461-2230
ARCHIES BAIT & TACKLE (401) 4372630 | OCEANSTATETACKLE covvovororrrvi (401) 749-3474
HOPE VALLEY TIVERTON
HOPE VALLEY BAIT & TACKLE oo (401) 539-2757 RIVERSIDE MARINE......mmimnmnnnnnnnnnnnsnsnssssssssssssssssnss (401) 625-5181

2022 Rhode Island Saltwater Regulation Guide
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| FISHNET CHARTERS CAPE COD BUZZARDS BAY

Targeting all species of gamefish ¢ Sea Bass - Stripers - Tautog

508- 951 9991 e capt.meltrue@gmail.com ¢ www. captalnmeltrue com



http://havalon.com
http://captainmeltrue.com

Representing
OVER 7,500
Recreational

anthed

Clubs Advocates for YOU!
: Marine Conservation
Conserwation - Educalion - Recreation “Right of Way” Access
+ Informative Monthly Newsletter Sound Fisheries Management
« Monthly Seminars with Expert Speakers Legislative Efforts
« Member-Only Tournaments And MORE!
& Fishing Trips
o Discounts at Participating g/aom 0%
Tackle Shops & Marinas The New England
« Family Events & Activities Saltwater Fishing Show
» College Scholarships 3-Day Youth Fishing Camp
Dam Removal Projects
e —————

RHODE ISLAND

MORE IWFO
P.O. Box 299
Tiverton, R1 02878

RISAA.org
The Voice of Southern New England Fisherman 401.826.2121



http://www.risaa.org



