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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2024
(PUBLI C HEARI NG COMVENCED AT 6: 05 P. M)

MR GAGNON: (Good evening. Today is
Thur sday, February 22, 2024. It is 6:05 p. m
My nane is Ron Gagnon. | amthe adm nistrator for
t he Departnment of Environnental Managenment O fice
of Custoner and Technical Assistance. Wth ne
tonight is Joseph LoBi anco, who is the deputy chief
of the DEM O fice of Legal Services.

We gat her at the Portsmouth H gh School
t oday regarding a public comrent hearing concerning
t he application of Sout hCoast Wnd Energy, LLC, for
a State of Rhode Island dredge permt that includes
a State of Rhode Island water quality
certification, pursuant to Section 401 of the
Federal C ean Water Act and in accordance with the
rul es and regul ations for dredging and the
managenent of dredge materials and the State water
qual ity regul ati ons.

This hearing is being conducted under the
authority of the Adm nistrative Procedures Act
| ocat ed under Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws of
Rhode 1 sl and.

In accordance with the Act's requirenents,
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public notices of this hearing were published in

The Provi dence Journal, the Portsnmouth Tines, the
Sakonnet Tinmes, and the Bristol Phoenix. Notice

was al so posted on the Departnent's website.

The purpose of this public coment hearing
Is to afford interested parties an opportunity to
comment on the noted application. This hearing is
not i ntended as a neans of providing a forumfor
di scussi on, debating, arguing, or otherw se having
any dialogue at this tine with nmenbers of the
Depart nent .

Information on the application is
avai l able at the rear of the auditorium and you
may review the materials prior to making your
comments. Please note that the DEM jurisdiction
for this project is limted to the cable route in
the state of Rhode Island waters. |t does not
include the wind farm cables in federal waters, or
t he overl and cabl e route through Portsnouth.

The procedure we will use for those who
W sh to speak is as follows: |[|If you have not done
so, please register in the rear of the auditorium
I will call the speakers in the order of their

registration. W wll allow five mnutes for each
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I ndi vi dual to nmake comments on the record. When
your nane is called, please come to the m crophone
and speak slowy and clearly so that the

st enogr apher can accurately transcribe your
comrents. W ask that you please respect the tine
limts so that all comenters nay be heard.

Witten comments will al so be accepted
until 4 p.m on March 7, 2024. After the tine has
el apsed for the subm ssion of witten comrents, the
Departnent will prepare a witten response to al
comments, and then we will conplete the review
process and issue the final determ nation.

So now we can begin with the registered
speakers. So the first speaker on the list is
Chri s Gadboi s.

M5. GADBO S: Thanks so much for all ow ng
me to speak tonight. M nane is Chris Gadbois. |
live in Island Park, and | am so excited that this
project is noving al ong.

COURT REPORTER: Can you just spell your
| ast nanme for ne.

M5. GADBAO S: What's that?

COURT REPORTER:  Spell your last nane for
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M5. GADBOS: GADB-OI-S

COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

M5. GADBAO S: Thank you. And we know t hat
whil e the word, "dredging," may sound scary to sone
of us who are not engi neers and scientists, we al so
know that the establish of burying -- the practice
of burying cables for transm ssion of energy is
wel | -established and there are best practices
established, and | think our only concern should be
t hat those best practices are followed. Thanks for
allowing ne to speak tonight.

MR. GAGNON: Thank you. The next person
I's David Booth or Brook.

MR BOOTH. Hi. Good evening. M nane is
David Booth, B-OOT-H |I'ma field coordi nator
wth dimte Jobs Rhode Island. | also serve on
t he board of the Rhode |Island Painters Union,

Local 195.

Climate Jobs is a coalition of
30 environnental organizations, |abor unions,
community | eaders, and so on and so forth. And
we're working to make Rhode |sland a national
| eader in famly sustaining clean energy jobs, and

we do that by trying to work within our communities
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t o make t hings happen, rather than stop things from
happeni ng.

That bei ng said, speaking fromthe
per spective of a building tradesnan of over
20 years, I'd like to say a few words in support of
this permt. W're tal king about building an
infrastructure that, once in place, is going to
operate cleanly and use zero resources. |If our
energy needs continue to grow, would we rather
build sonmething like this or continue the way we're
doi ng using fossil fuels and pollution and conti nue
to make the air and water worse.

There's 6,000 in peopl e Rhode Island
working in what we call old-tech energy.
Rhode |Island's one of the hol dout states that still
uses nostly natural gas. That's going to change.
And those people and famlies are going to need
j obs and career paths. This already happened wth
coal back in 2016. Wen we stopped inporting coal
in 2016, a year later, 2017, Brayton Point closed.
My father-in-law was one of the |last two nen out
t he door.

So we're tal ki ng about re-opening

Brayton Point. W're tal king about getting the
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j obs back. Real jobs. Not door-to-door jobs
selling solar panels. W're building an
infrastructure and econony that's going to serve
t he next several generations to conme as previous
generations did for us.

Rhode Island has a history of making its
mark at the forefront of industry, fromjewelry
manuf acturi ng, engi neering at Brown & Sharpe, the
Ti f fany Conpany nakes the Lonbardi trophy. | think
everybody here knows that. Coss pens and now we
have the very first offshore wind farmin
Bl ock Island, too. So we're right there again,
right where we need to be, at the forefront of a
maj or explosion in industry, and |I think we would
be smart to take advantage of that.

Every day there's new ways of doing things
that are better, cleaner, quieter, safer than the
old ways. The far greater harmis in doing nothing
but business as usual. | live right across the bay
in Tiverton where Myunt Hope neets the Sakonnet.

So this is going right by ny house. | grew up here
on the water.

| remenber being ten years old the first

time | saw a fl ounder, you know. And | thought it
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was so crazy looking. It |ooked |like an alien.
And then, soon after that, you kind of find out
that they' re as delicious as they are

f unny- | ooki ng.

But the point is that younger people don't
know t hat because there's no fl ounder anynore.
There's just scup, because the water's too warm and
it's too polluted. And so those are the things
that we're trying to fix. Those problens are
al ready here.

Repl acing fossil fuels with cl ean energy
Is the solution. There is no other solution. The
dredging permt is a necessary part of that, and as
such, we're strongly in support. And maybe by the
time ny three-year-old is ten, he'll know what a
flounder is. Thank you very much.

MR, GAGNON: Thank you. Next person is
Jeff M gneaul t.

MR M GNEAULT: Do you want ne to spel
that? MI-GNE A UL-T.

It's great to be here to speak tonight.

So |I'mcopresident of Cinate Action Rhode Isl and.
Climate Action Rhode Island, also known as CARI, is

about 3,000 nmenbers, nminly Rhode |slanders, all

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Southcoast Wind Energy, LLC - February 22, 2024

11

vol unteers, who are dedicated to Rhode | sl and doi ng
its part in the just transition away from fossil
fuel s because that's what's necessary.

And the part about doing our part, that's
really inportant. The only way that the climte
crisis is avoided is by everyone, every entity,
doing their part. So that's what's needed.

You're going to hear a | ot from peopl e.
Some knowi ng much nore about the details of
dredging. And there will be a lot of
m sinformation tonight. A lot of it said by people
that believe it sincerely, but it's still
m si nf or mati on.

I can't tell you there will be no negative
effects of the dredging. Wenever there's a | arge
infrastructure, there are inpacts. But that's not
t he question. The question is how serious are the
I mpacts and conpared to what. And cl ean energy
fromthese wind farns wll displace an i nmense
anount of fossil fuels that cause an i ”Mmmense anount
of pollution and threaten our very future.

It's easy to believe climte change is
only in the future and won't really affect us. And

of course it will be nuch worse in the future, but
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it's already here, and it's already affecting us.
Research shows that 350, 000 Americans die from
fossil fuel air pollution each year. So that, by
popul ati on average, is a thousand Rhode | sl anders
dying fromfossil fuels, and many of those are from
pedi atric asthma i n overburdened nei ghbor hoods.

Sea | evel in Rhode Island has already
ri sen about 9 inches, and the rate of rise is
accelerating, and that's going to affect every part
of Rhode Island's beautiful coastline. The snoke
fromthe Canadian forest fires this sumer, which
wer e unprecedented, affected us all. There's clear
research that inhaling that snoke at the | evels we
Inhaled it increases |evels of heart attack,
stroke, cancer, mscarriage, and prenmature birth.

And in the end, | know there's a | ot of
concern about fisheries, but the real threat to
fisheries is the warm ng and acification of the
ocean that's part of climte change. And | kind of
feel |Iike we should be al nost enbarrassed by how
|l ate we are to tap into our offshore wi nd resources.
There are 6,000 wi nd turbines just off the coast of
Eur ope, and there have been no | arge ecol ogi cal

effects of that. |It's just not true.
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The UK al one produces 15,000 negawatts of
of fshore wind a year. Yesterday, five w nd
turbines cane online in the Vineyard Wnd and
produci ng -- producing 68 negawatts. So 68 versus
15,000. That's how far behind. Sixty-eight is
great, and it's a beginning. So we'll all be
better off tapping this incredible clean energy
resource. Qur children will be better off, and the
whole world will be better off. Thank you.

MR, GAGNON: Next nane is David Brunetti.

VMR, BRUNETTI : Hi . Davi d Brunetti,
B-RUNET-T-1. |1'malso a nenber of
Climate Action Rhode | sl and.

So Rhode Island's climate goals rely on
of fshore wind, and we currently have no plan to
nmeet them w thout this project. W desperately
need a massive transition to cl ean, renewabl e
energy. This is part of the necessary permtting
process to get us there.

We need to keep in m nd what the | ocal,
nati onal, and gl obal inpacts will be on people and
all life on earth if we don't press forward with
projects like this. As long as this project is in

conpliance with Section 401 of the Federal C ean
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Water Act, the rules and regul ati ons for dredging,
and t he nanagenent of dredge nmaterials, and State
wat er quality regul ations, then | see no reason why
this proposal shouldn't be approved. Burying an
underwater cable is a safe, well-established
practice, simlar to what has already been done in
the area for nany uses such as el ectric power
lines. Block Island and Martha's Vi neyard get
their electricity fromsimlar buried, underwater
power lines. So | see no issue with this

pr oceedi ng forward.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide
you with ny coments.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
Sue Kel |l ey.

MS. KELLEY: H . M nane is Sue Kell ey,
K-E-L-L-E-Y. And | amalso a volunteer with CARI,
and |I'm al ways accused of being overly dranatic.

It is true that we barrel forward with
energy neasures that only | ater denonstrate their
destructive effects. No one hesitated wth coal
because it was cheap and kept us warm No one told
us that fracking woul d contam nate hundreds of

mllions of gallons of water, naking it undrinkabl e
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forever. W couldn't imgi ne Fukushi ma either.

Wil e years fromnow we may | earn that
wi nd turbines cause damage that we currently don't
I magi ne, but they will not equal the danmage of
nucl ear energy, coal, or oil and gas. Wat is
under st ood about wind turbine interface with ocean
life, BOEM the Bureau of Ccean Energy Managenent,
makes an effort to address by working to mtigate
dangers by, for instance, being careful not to
pl ace turbines in mgratory flight paths. Yes, we
al wvays do damage, but right now, at this nonent, we
are standing on the precipice of an unlivable
pl anet and seemrel atively bl asé about | eaving our
children an environnental hell

We dither and think we have forever to
wor k towards saving our kids. W all know that, to
do our best to save the earth, we nmust stop using
and drilling and digging for fossil fuel. If we
could stop fossil fuel consunption inmedi ately, we
woul d be taking sane, protective action for our
chi | dren.

| adore our oceans, too. | understand why
peopl e fight the technology that will possibly do

m ni mal environnental harmto our bel oved seas. e
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can and shoul d denmand that whatever environnental
harm may be involved, that it be mtigated and
addressed by the wi nd energy conpanies. W can
check that they are doing what we denand. W can
demand that they stay within the lines we set, but
we cannot create a new planet for our children.

W nd technol ogy provides a renewabl e
source of energy for all of us, while doing limted
harmto the environnent. W nust act. W nust use
every kind of renewabl e energy we can as quickly as
we can. We nust do all we can to | eave fossi
fuels in the ground. W have to. Qur tine to save
our children and |life on our green Earth is
extrenely limted. W nust allow w nd energy
devel opnent and i npl enentation to proceed at the
fast est pace possible. R ght here, right now The
stakes are too high to do | ess.

MR. GAGNON: Thank you. The next speaker
Is Geg Vespe.

MR, VESPE: Thank you. M/ last nane is
Vespe, V-E-S P-E

And what | want to speak on tonight is
specific to the permt request for the

Sakonnet River. And | would just ask DEMto
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remenber that it's our last d ass 2 wat erway,
mari ne waterway left in the state.

I'"mnot here to object to cables in
general. | did not object to the West Passage
cabl es that have been run. But | amvery concerned
that in the tie-in to get renewabl e energy, the
Sakonnet River's being chosen as the path to run
the cables for a couple of reasons. One, it's our
| ast Class 2 waterway. W' re not going to get it
back once it's gone. Once you pernmt one set of
cables to run down that river, it's not really
feasible or likely we're going to tell the next
person that requests perm ssion to run cabl es down
the river that they can't. So once the horse is
out of the barn, it's not going back.

There's two other ways to get down the
bay. There's the East Passage and the
West Passage. The West Passage has al ready had
electrical cables run through it. That's been
cleared and passed, and it's not a Class 2 waterway.

My concern is that we're treating the
Sakonnet like an industrial park, and it's not.
It's our |ast waterway left that has very little

I ndustrialization. |It's the closest thing to
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pristine that we have. |It's also the |ast conch
fishery that we have that's healthy. And conchs
don't nove very fast. They're very slow They
barely get out of their own way. The dredge is
going to bisect the river conpletely in half,

22 mles. And as our own DEM fisheries biologists
have spoken, it's reasonable to consider that that
popul ation wll be split in half permanently into
East and West Passage. There's no guarantee that
t hose conchs are going to mgrate over, especially
if there's some electrical output fromthat cable
because they don't ever | eave the ground.

So, again, there's not to say that -- |
guess |I'mconcerned that the tie-inis, if we're
pro or agai nst offshore w nd, sonehow that river
has to be chosen. And | just wanted to speak
specifically to the river, and that there's other
passageways. There's | and passageways. And while
they m ght not be quite as convenient, they
certainly wouldn't have the ecol ogi cal danage that
dredging the entire 20 mles of the river woul d.
So thank you very rmuch.

MR GAGNON: Ckay. The next speaker is

Denni s Lassi ge.
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MR, LASSI GE: (Good evening. M nane is
Dennis Lassige, L-A-S-S-I-GE  |I'ma
representative of the North Atlantic States
Regi onal Council of Carpenters. | represent 2,500
carpenters, piledrivers, and mllwights living in
the state of Rhode Island. W are here tonight in
support of this project.

Mostly, we appreciate the job creation.
Ri ght now, there's 300 construction jobs that are
occurring in the Port of Providence because of
of fshore wind. There's over a hundred jobs that
are occurring right now in Quonset Point because of
offshore wnd. That doesn't speak to the nen and
wonmen t hat have al ready gone offshore, on offshore
W nd projects in the state of Massachusetts and
Rhode | sl and, doing foundation installation, tower
installation, turbine installation, and cabl e-I|ay
operations. Men and wonen with nme tonight are
slated to go to the cabl e-lay operation for

Revol uti on W nd. That's what 1'd like to tal k

about .

The project that we're tal ki ng about
tonight isn't new. It's not novel. |It's not
unique. It's not conplex. It's not detrinental.
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The State of Rhode |sland al ready approved

cabl e-l1 ay operation. For Block Island Wnd, they
got the weigh-in and cabl e-1ay operations for
Vineyard Wnd in Massachusetts. They've already
approved, with reasonabl e conditions, cable-Iay
operation for Revolution Wnd, a project that wl|
go up Narragansett Bay and nake | andfall at
Quonset Poi nt .

And | woul d ask that this Board approve
the sane. The sane type of project in the sane
type of marine environnment because it's already
done so in the past. And | appreciate your tine.
Thank you.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
Joel Gates.

MR GATES: Good evening. M nane is
Joel Gates, GA-T-E-S. I'mfromd ocester,

Rhode 1 sl and.

I amtestifying in support of approving
the dredge permt. As | understand, this dredgi ng
project will have only a tenporary negative i npact
and a limted physical scope. | amfar nore
worried about the inpact the climate crisis wll

have on our community if the depl oynent of offshore
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wind is slowed or stopped.

Traveling to Portsnouth this evening
rem nded ne of ny excitenent in seeing the
Port snout h Abbey turbine for the first tine. That
was al nost 18 years ago when | cel ebrated the new
turbine at the Abbey's open house wth ny
seven-year-ol d daughter and ot her enthusiastic
f ol ks.

| remenber thinking that now t hat we have
one turbine up and running, it will be a quick,
easy path to the successful installation of w nd
power in Rhode |Island and the whole country. The
turbine, just outside these doors, followed a few
years |later. But Cape Wnd, the offshore w nd
project of that sanme tine, was net w th powerf ul
obstructionists. The project ended by succunbi ng
to a sl ow, painful death.

Fortunately, we now have a nore robust,
experienced, and educated offshore w nd i ndustry.
Unfortunately, there are still obstructionists
spreadi ng m sinformati on who are nore worried about
their view than the well-being of everyone's
environnent. If we don't do all we can to end our

fossil fuel addiction, the view w ||l be the | east

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Southcoast Wind Energy, LLC - February 22, 2024

22

of our worries. Thank you.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
Bill Thonpson.

MR THOWPSON: Bill Thonpson,
T-HOMP-S-ON Wile reviewi ng Revol uti on W nd,
CRMC inferred that they were essentially powerl ess
to stop the project. That even if they had voted
agai nst granti ng OCcean SAMP consi stency, BCEM coul d
overrule their objection and permt the project.

In fact, that is not true, but it does convey the
prevailing attitude that, regardl ess of the

numer ous adverse i npacts, no one has the power to
stop the of fshore wi nd devel opnent’'s plan for our
coastal waters.

G ven the considerable political and
financial forces at play, |I'mwondering if DEM
feels the sanme way, that with a little bit of
practicable mtigation, permt approval is a
f oregone conclusion. So if DEM does determ ne that
t he proposed dredgi ng woul d pose a substantial risk
to public health and to the nmarine ecosystem would
DEM feel obligated to reject the permt request,
and would they be willing to reject it? Thank you.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
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Kati e Ham | t on.

MS. HAMLTON. H . M nane is
Katie Ham lton, HA-MI1-L-T-O-N.  Thank you for
bei ng here.

| think it's inportant to state who we are
so that we all know what our notives are. |I'ma
M ddl etown resident. | was brought here as a
result of ny father-in-law being in the
Naval Acadeny and being stationed in 1953 on an
aircraft carrier in the bay.

| consider this an unbelievable pristine
and beautiful environnment, where there's incredible
fishing, beautiful wildlife, and a state that
doesn't actually need a ot of this power.

' ma beekeeper. I'ma swi mer who's gone
across the bay eight tines. And | |ove drinking
the water. It's very, very tasty. |'m a gardener,
and I"'man angler. |'malso a stockhol der of the
environnent. What |I'mnot is a billionaire, a
climate denier, and |'mnot being paid to be up
here. 1'mdoing this shaking fromny head to ny
feet.

As Theodor e Roosevelt said, "Men and

nat ure nust work hand in hand. The throw ng out of
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bal ance of the resources of nature throws out of
bal ance also the lives of nen.” That was in
1950 -- sorry -- "35. W are now at an i nbal ance,
and i ndustry and devel opnent has never grounded
this world or this environnent in a nore positive
area. You do not develop and create industry to
prevent the warm ng. That only creates nore.

Additionally, | think we should tal k about
ri sk damage. And | would ask that BOEM -- sorry --
t hat DEM di scuss the disruption of fish mgrations
and physi cal di sturbances of habitats, including
smal l er animals and fish and seedlings and such in
the sedinentation as they plow through the entirety
of the Sakonnet and divide it in half. This wll
affect fish spawni ng.

Dr edgi ng al so causes internent and carries
things down the river. No matter how gentle you
m ght be, there's -- actually, the second | argest
river in all of China is called the Yell ow R ver
because sedinents that are carried down are yell ow
W will not be seeing our sedinment, but it wll
have an i npact, even on the photosynthesis of
t hi ngs coming from above, fromwhat |'ve read in

vari ous books, including -- sorry -- magazi nes,
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I ncludi ng the Journal of Marine Science.

They al so said, the Journal of Marine
Sci ence, alterations to any portion of the
ecosystem such as changes in the bottom dwelli ng,
have the potential to inpact levels of the entire
food web. | would ask that to be under
consideration as you nove forward with your
deci si ons.

Additionally, I would |like nore
i nformation regardi ng the cabl es thenmsel ves. They
currently have heat that would emt fromthem
This can alter the tenperature and chem stry of the
surrounding waters. It affects the growth and
survival of sone of the marine organisns, and this,
again, is fromScientific and al so NOAA has an
article onthat. And I'd |li ke to know nore about
t he positive and negative effects you see on that
heat .

Additionally, there are pollutants and
contam nants in the actual cables thenselves, and I
woul d i ke to know nore about those while they
exi st underground, additionally, in a
deconmm ssioning situation. It's also not to be

lost that it's not ariver. |It's actually a tidal
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straight, and it noves both ways. So these
sedi nents and all the sedinmentary wll be going up
and down and up and down.

So I'd love to know nore about testing,
specifically wwth EM5 and their em ssion in the
area on the marine life, and I'd |i ke a baseline of
what's in our bay now. As one gentl enman pointed
out, the flounder seemto be gone. Interestingly
enough, that's probably because of the warnth, and
this will increase the tenperature of the water, is
my under st andi ng.

| also would like to point out that it
m ght be beneficial for nore of us to know about
the issues with respect to damage and problens wth
t he actual cabl es should they be approved.

' mgetting dinged.

The cost to repair cables is one thing,
but nore inportantly, down in North Carolina,
the danage to cables is the nunmber one insurance
pl an of the of fshore wi nd devel opnent. The cabl es
cost as nuch as 1 mllion per kilometer to be
repaired. And that's worth considering when the
deconmm ssioning plans are put in place because when

they start | osing noney, they're going to ask for
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passes on deconm ssioning potentially. So | ask
that to be a consideration

And we're not the first ones going through
this. The Kansas River Kaw -- we m ght have all
wat ched the Super Bowl -- they've been nmanagi ng the
effects of sedinment retribution in their area
t hr ough dredgi ng and have a whol e worl d of
information on it.

I will end with this: |If the earth was an
apartnent, we wouldn't be getting our security
deposit back. Stop building the apartnments, stop
bui I ding the roads, stop building. Turn your
lights off. Do anything you can. Devel opment wil|
not save us.

MR, GAGNON: Next the speaker is
Leil a Ray.

M5. GEE: H . Leila couldn't cone, and I
am here, Constance Cee, in her stead.

COURT REPORTER: What's your nane?

MS. GEE: Constance Gee, GE-E. There are
just so many questions about this, and |I've gone
online and tried to find answers to these
questions, but cannot. And so | was hoping to be

able to pose themthis evening, and perhaps you can
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make the responses or your answers avail abl e online
where we can actually read them | would really
appreciate it.

So here are a few Have core sanples from
t he proposed cable route been taken? W' ve asked
that again and again. |If so, where are the
publ i shed results available? |If not, why have they
not been taken? And if -- if there have been no
core sanplings of the sedi nent taken, then why is
approval for dredging even being discussed at this
juncture?

We al ready know bay and river sedinents
are contam nates -- are contam nated with chem cal s
and heavy netals going back to the 1800s. | guess
t he question nowis, what are the contam nation
| evel s al ong the proposed dredgi ng cabl e and
cabl e-1 ayi ng routes? What dredgi ng and
cabl e-1 aying nethods wll be enployed to m nimze
t he resuspensi on of these contam nants?

What assurances can you give us, the
public, that marine life and, ultinmately, human
life, will not be negatively inpacted by
resuspended contam nants during the dredgi ng and

cable install ation processes. Wat is your
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proposed timng of the cabl e-laying process from
begi nning to end?

WIIl you commt to not working during
spawni ng season for vari ous narine species, species
who spawn and hatch in Mount Hope Bay and the
Sakonnet ? What types of machi nery does Sout hCoast
plan to use for preparation of the seabed and for
the install ment of cables? How w de and deep w | |
trenching need to be at various points along the
cable corridor? Do you anticipate going over areas
in the river or bay that cannot be trenched out but
where cabling will need to be laid on top of the
seabed?

Thank you for allowng ne to ask these
questions, and | hope you will be providing answers
that are easily found on a website. Thank you.

MR, GAGNON: The next speaker is
Kyl e Kossak.

MR KOSSAK: K-O S S A K

So I'"'ma Portsnouth native, and | al so
have two engi neeri ng degrees and decades of
experience in the design of naval undersea systens
as a federal engineer. Note that I'mnot here in

any official context.
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| have spent nearly ny whole life in and
around the Sakonnet. On weekends, year round, you
can find nme kayaki ng, picking up trash along the
shores. Trust ne when | say that | care deeply
about it.

From a technical standpoint, | see no
I ssues with this proposal for cabl e dredging.
There's not hi ng unusual about this and is no
different fromthe cabl es that have already been
installed all over the world.

| also reviewed the environnent report
presented by Sout hCoast to CRMC | ast year. They
cited six peer-reviewed environnmental sitings of
past projects, three of which included our own
Bl ock I'sland wind farm

| amparticularly inpressed that they have
conducted benthic surveys in order to precisely
route the cable through the | owest inpact corridor.
To ny know edge, the existing gas and water
pi pelines that already run under the Sakonnet R ver
made no such consi derati ons for environnental
impact. I'malso told that they have a full-tinme
archeol ogi st on staff to preserve any potenti al

cultural artifacts that they may encounter.
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| believe that Sout hCoast W nd has done
their due diligence towards m nim zi ng
environnental inpact, going far above and beyond
what is typical for conparable projects.

| still intend to be here in 30 years. At
that tinme, 1'll be proud to say that ny honet own
was a key player in the creation of
Aner i can- produced cl ean energy. Thank you.

MR, GAGNON: The next speaker is
Karen d eason.

M5. GLEASON: Thank you. Karen, with a
"K," deason, GL-E-A-SON.

| ama native to Portsnouth. | have never

| i ved anywhere else, and I"'mtruly vested in this
community. | care about the welfare of our
citizens, including our young children, adults, and
our seniors.

Portsnmouth citizens, in recent nonths,
have had our issues with our own | ocal governnent.
We | ack trust in recent decisions that have been
made on key issues. Accepting a host agreenent
froma wind conpany is, by far, in nmy own opinion,

t he worst decision that Portsnmouth Town Council has

ever nmade i n decades. And now t he sane w nd
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conpany, SouthCoast, is requesting a permt from
Rhode | sl and DEM Departnent of Environnent al
Managenent, to approve dredging and cabling in the
Sakonnet Ri ver and Munt Hope Bay.

Note that the cabling will include two
sets of cable bundles, each carryi ng 345, 000 volts.
Two sets equal to 700,000 volts com ng down the
Sakonnet. Under |sland Park Beach, under
Par k Avenue, up Boyds Lane, turning east on
Ant hony Road, and potentially now the backsi de of
Mont aup Country C ub, before laying into the
Mont aup Bay en route to Brayton Point Power Station
I n Somerset, Mass. Think about that, 700,000 volts.

Toni ght, | express deep concern all ow ng
700, 000-vol tage cables in the outer conti nental
ocean, Rhode I|sland Sound, Sakonnet River, and
I sl and Park Beach. 1, |like many others here
t oni ght, have read, studied, researched cabling,
EMS, turbine installation, oils and other chem cal s
used to keep the turbines spinning. The worst, |I'm
very concerned with the sul fur hexafl uori de.

Forever chemicals that stay in our atnosphere and
certainly the types that you don't ever want to be

exposed to.
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Just |ike the turbines, the cables need
conti nual mai ntenance, checking for | eaks, cracks,
damage, resurfacing, etc. And let's not fool
ourselves. There's potential for cable
cyberattacks fromothers that may want to shut down
our grid, or should | say the Massachusetts grid.

Rhode | sl and DEM you have a very
I mportant decision to make after March 7th. \Wat
you nmay or nmay not know, just like the
Port snmout h Town Council, your agency, too, has |et
us down. You have failed us by not enforcing your
own requirenents for the large property that sits
directly across the street fromthe
| sl and Park Beach, adjacent to Park Avenue and
Boyds Lane, where the proposed cable wll run near.
That property is known to include toxic dirt, and
DEM has nmandated that a 2-foot cap be placed on the
property. And to date, as | recall, this has not
been conpl et ed.

The local s here in Portsnouth Park,

Val hal | a, and | sl and Park nei ghbor hoods have been
waiting for years. Their health and welfare are
still at stake. How are we in this town supposed

to trust DEMw th ensuring that protocols and
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specifications wll be followed wth the dredging
and cable laying? How are we to trust you with
enforcenent? Respectfully, your record to date has
not net our expectati ons.

What DEM -- what DEM presence will be here
daily to oversee this project? Wat experience and
background does your staff have to even oversee
such a large project? W is going to oversee the
cable installati on underneath a maj or gas and water
line that exists, lies under |sland Park Beach --

" msorry -- under Park Avenue. Has there been

di scussions with our |ocal water departnment or gas
conpany? |Is there an energency plan if, God
forbid, the gas line is accidentally hit or danmaged
during the laying of the cable?

Do you have -- do you have staff that has
background experience with the dangers of EMS in
our seabeds and roadbeds? Have you seen the
geophysi cal and geotechnical test reports from
Sout hCoast of the river and the bay? |If so, where
are they? | have asked for reports from
Larry Mott, that has been here in the past, and was
told nonths ago that we would get them Have you

read then? What do you know? Pl ease share.
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Do you have concerns for the sedi nents
bei ng di sturbed? Wat are the inpacts of the
sedi nents being disturbed in our waters on the sea
life, on future use of the beach, and how about our
fishing i ndustry?

MR GAGNON: Five m nutes.

MS. G_LEASON. DEM vyou are aware that the
Sakonnet River is Cass 1 and 2 waters. One of the
cl eaner bodies of water in the area. WII the
rati ng change after installation? WII it be
better or worse -- please let ne finish.

I sl and Park residents enjoy recreational
boating, jet skiing, fishing, clanmm ng, quahoggi ng,
sw nm ng, and hangi ng on the seawal | catching up
wth their friends and nore. Residents from
surroundi ng communities visit, too, and enjoy the
| ocal eateries as well. This place is boom ng all
sunmer | ong.

What w || parents think when they see a
| arge sign posted, "Beware of the Large Cabl es
Underneat h the Beach"” or "Do Not Go Past This Area
Due to High Electrified Cabling"? WII the parents
feel confortable allowing their children to swmin

the water or just neet up with their friends on the
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seawal | ? Wth 700, 000 hi gh-voltage cables in the
area, are people still going to visit this area?
WIIl there be dead fish and other sea life lying
al ong the beaches and up and down the river or

al ong the Munt Hope Bay? Do we want this to
really happen? |If so, who's responsible to clean
up the beaches all along the coastal properties?

MR GAGNON: Tine is up.

M5. GLEASON: WII there be an uptick in
| eukem a in young children who play on the beach or
swmin the water? Are you aware of any increases
of nedi cal conditions due to environnenta
exposures to high-voltage cabl es?

I know the w nd conpany said the cabl es
are covered and buried, but I'"'mnot conforted with
this, as | believe we are not fully protected from
EMS j ust because they may be buri ed.

MR GAGNON: Can you wap it up.

MS. G_LEASON. | personally wll avoid
driving on Boyds Lane, that area of Park Avenue,
and the area of the beach. It will be difficult to
avoi d Ant hony Road, but | wll.

DEM | am asking you that you do not |et

us down again. Please resolve the situation wth
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that property | nentioned earlier, but also use
your noral conpass and allow it to hel p guide you
when naki ng the right decision by protecting our
peopl e, our river, and bay. Please do not approve
an application request from Sout hCoast or any ot her
w nd conpany that's going to cone before your
agency. The risks and dangers of this overwhel m ng
project are too high. The cost is too high as
wel | .

GAGNON:  Are you wappi ng up?

GLEASON:  1've got one |ast line.

2 5 2

GAGNON: Ckay.

MS. GLEASON:. Thank you. The tine -- this
iIs the tinmne where we all need to find sone bravery,
not be afraid, becone united, and stand up
together. W need to protect ourselves. Stand up,
DEM please, for us. | guarantee you wll sleep
better at night if DEM can just say no. You' re not
just saying no for the people here in the audi ence
or the people that live in this town. You also --
your decision will also inpact you and your
famlies as well.

As far as the wind turbine that exists

500 feet -- 500 yards behind this high school, the
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25 famlies that live near that wwndm Il still
suffer today: Mgraines, |ack of sleep, flickers.
So just |I'mcautioning you, please, think of the
il effects fromthe whole project.

MR, GAGNON: Thank you.

MS. GLEASON. Thank you.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
Donna Lafl eur.

MS. LAFLEUR. Hello. M nanme is
Donna Lafleur, L-A-F-L-E-U R from Portsnout h,
Rhode 1| sl and, |sland Park.

Ckay. So to the nenbers of the
Rhode Island DEM | would |like to express ny deep
opposition to the wind turbine project that wants
to bring a high-voltage cabl e down the Sakonnet and
| and on the beach at Island Park where | have been
a resident ny entire life since 1959. Please do
not tell us that we cannot tal k about the birds,
the whales, the fish, the fishing grounds, or the
fi shernen because you cannot have a functi oni ng
W nd turbine out in the ocean without the cable to
hook it up to power and vice versa. They are all
relative. So are all the intended and uni ntended

consequences that are sure to foll ow
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This w nd turbine project is wong on so
many | evels, fromwhales, birds, fish mgrations,
to the fishernen's livelihood being disrupted and
I npacted, to the point that it will be forced out
of busi ness.

State of Rhode |sland governnent officials
are supposed to be held to a higher standard, to
protect the interests of Rhode |Island taxpayers and
its territories, waterways, and other natural
resources. It is very concerning that this
conpany, and others like it, have been able to
throw their noney around and i nfluence |ocal and
state agencies. W are being sold out.

I cannot speak on all of the topics so |
will leave it to others. M biggest concern is the
one that literally hits hone where I live. The
rivers, the Sakonnet River, our beach, our town,
our fishing, our shellfish beds. |If you | ook at
the water, just the water, it's clean. The river
brings life to all the surroundi ng ponds and coves
and estuaries, where beautiful, clean water runs in
and out with the tide.

The fish are back. And even the

Mount Hope Bay is thriving wwth fish once agai n.

39
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However, there is a very dirty past hidden just
bel ow t he surface of the bay and the riverbed. MW
famly al ways had boats so we woul d occasional ly
take a ride up past Brayton Point to go see the,
"Big Mam e," | ocated near the Braga Bridge. And I
never forgot how dirty the water was. It truly

| ooked |Ii ke root beer in the wake of the transom
O course, we never swamor fished in that water.
It was poll uted beyond belief.

The water is clean now, but it took
decades, going back to the '70s, due to the efforts
of organi zations |i ke Save the Bay, who fought hard
to stop the pollution and still do to this day.
Goi ng back to the 1800s and the industri al
revol ution, there was so nuch contam nati on dunped
into the upper bay, both the Narragansett Bay and
t he Mount Hope Bay. The water was literally dark
br own.

The Brayton Point power plant was one of
the filthy five. It was the filthiest one. It
polluted the air, but it also polluted the water.
Al ong with many other industrial conpanies,
jewelry, silverware, textile nmanufacturers, ships,

oil tankers, tank farns, sewerage plants, all
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contributed to it. They put tons upon tons of
toxic waste into the water, and all that poison now
rests in the sedi ment bel ow the surface of the bay
and the riverbeds. And it's called | egacy

sedi nent, and tine has no bearing on it. It does
not di sappear. It just stays there.

The toxic netals can remain there for

eternity.

MR GAGNON: One mi nute.

MS. LAFLEUR: Well, | got nore to say.
l'"msorry. The toxic netals -- I'mhere. 1've
been working on this for three days. | should be
on vacation this week. |'m here.

MR LOBIANCO Ma'am if |I may -- and |I'm
not going to cut you off. 1'mgoing to |let you
continue. W'Il|l stop the clock. | just want to
say --

MS. LAFLEUR  Because you don't want to
hear what |' m sayi ng because you know it's right.

MR. LoBI ANCO Ma' am - -

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. She can have ny
time.

MR LoBI ANCO Ckay. That's fine.
MS. LAFLEUR  Thank you.
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MR. LOBIANCO The only thing I want to
say, for everybody's sake, we want to be fair to
everyone. W want to all ow everyone to be heard
tonight. There are, | think, about 30-sonething
peopl e that signed up, but | want to be fair to the
| ast person who signed up and not have to make him
wait until ten o'clock tonight. W want to try to
give -- we hope everyone can be respectful and try
to stick to five mnutes. But keep in m nd that
you can al so coment --

MS. LAFLEUR | haven't used up five
m nutes yet.

MR. LOoBIANCO No, no, ma'am W stopped
the clock. W're going to allow you to have nore
time. Don't worry about that. |'mjust saying, in
general, for everyone -- everyone's notification.
Even if you do run out of tinme or even if you | eave
toni ght and think you forgot sonething that you
wanted to add to the record, you can certainly
comment in witing up until March 7th. And you nay
even want to take what you' ve witten so far and,
regardl ess of having already said it on the record,
submt a witten copy.

MS. LAFLEUR Ch, | definitely am Yes.
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MR LOBIANCO Geat. And | just say that
for everyone. And we'll allow you to continue at
this point. | just, again, we're just trying to be
fair to everybody.

MS. LAFLEUR  Ckay. Can | continue?

MR LoBI ANCO. Yes, nma' am

MS. LAFLEUR  Thank you. So where was |?
| said heavy netals do not di sappear over tine.
They can be trapped in deeper |evels of sedinent
until m ning, geological, or biological processes
rel ease them At which point they may affect plant
and animal life.

In a report fromthe Mayfl ower W nd dated
August 2021, Appendix H, water quality report
dock revision B, on Page 20, which | can provide,
it says, a test sanple was taken froma depth of
0.8 centineters, which is only approxi mately
three-quarters of an inch. Three-quarters of an
inch is how far they went down and found arsenic,
cadm um chrom um copper, iron, |lead, nercury,
ni ckel, silver, and zinc. There are others, but
t hey were not |i sted.

So at only three-quarters of an inch al

of these toxins were found. Wat is going to
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happen when they start dredging and tunnelling

t hrough this hot spot of toxic waste? Even if they
only lay a cable on top, they are surely going to
nove nore than three-quarters of an inch of the
seabed, which would be rel eased back into the water
and pollute it all over again.

They want to go down 6 feet. | would urge
for sedinent testing going down 6 feet, not
t hree-quarters of an inch. It took decades to
clean up the bay and river, to bring it back to
life. And in no tinme at all, if you wll allow
themto lay this cable, all the good that's been
acconplished will be for nothing. Qur waters wl|
be pol | uted once agai n.

I cannot believe that even this is being
consi dered knowing full well that this could | ead
to an environnental disaster. Does Rhode Island
DEM want to give the green |light to do sonething
that is frightening to even think about? Your job
Is to protect the environnent, not pollute it.

The Sakonnet is an estuary of
Rhode | sl and Sound and connects with Mount Hope Bay.
That neans anything released in the bay is going to

end up in the river. | cannot find a sedi nent test
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study that has been conducted in the river. Only
water tests. Not sedinent tests. | bet there is
al so contam nated sedinent in the river as well
because the Mount Hope Bay flows into the
Sakonnet River. | want a sedinent test 6 feet
down.

The Sakonnet R ver was not never used as a
shi pping | ane for huge tankers or barges |like the
Narr agansett Bay, but it did suffer a | ot of
pol lution, as | have nentioned. | can renenber
seei ng clunps of grease and oil on the beach in the
cove. Probably froma spill fromthe tank farm
| ocated in Tiverton.

We al so had sewage pollute half the cove,
and it polluted the entire front beach of
I sland Park. To this day, you cannot shellfish
there. Al of the residents of Rhode I|Island who
have cesspools or ol der septic systens within
200 feet of the water had to install new septic
systens and repl ace cesspools. M nother had to do
it, even though her cesspool was not even close to
the water. But it nust have been within 200 feet
so she had to do it. Odinary, tax-paying

citizens, nost of them who cannot afford to upgrade
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their system had to conply to the DEM so they did.
They didn't have a choice. Al to protect these
wat er s.

And it has been raining, and | see the
water is now so nuch cleaner. But now you would
| et Sout hCoast cone in and pollute our waters all
over again. How could you?

We do still have shellfish in the cove,
oyster beds, blue shell crabs. |'ve even seen bay
scal |l ops com ng back into the cove. |If they
pol lute the cove, nyself and nany residents of
I sland Park are going to be outraged. It would be
devastating. The bay, the river, they all mx
together. Westport, Fal nouth were chosen, but
because they have shellfish beds and the residents
didn't want the project affecting their
environnent, that's it. They didn't have to do it.
The residents of Island Park don't want it
affecting their environnent as well.

In a letter on Decenber 1st fromthe CRMC
of Rhode Island stated on Page 9 that the entire
ri ver has been designated as an i nshore, juvenile
cod habitat area of particular concern. It goes on

to say that the adverse inpacts of the
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Sakonnet River nust be avoided, and it nust result
in significant -- and it may result in significant
| ong-term cunul ative inpacts to the stock. It
al so says, and | quote, therefore, Muyflower W nd,
now known as Sout hCoast, shoul d provi de an
alternative to the proposed Sakonnet R ver cable
route to mnimze the inpacts of the project on
conplex habitat wthin the Sakonnet River, in
particular, the Atlantic cod fish, as described
above. An alternative should be consi dered by
Mayfl ower Wnd for inclusion wwth the CRMC state
permt application and its conpl ete avoi dance of
t he Sakonnet River, given that there is a potenti al
for significant inpacts to support marine habitat.
In another letter from NOAA, dated on
April 18, 2023, on Page 4, they wote, "W
appreci ate the consideration of the | and-based
alternative for the export-cable corridor, and we
consider this to be the environnentally preferred
alternative for the export-cable route. Avoid the
Sakonnet River through a | and-based cabl e route
woul d reduce the inpacts to the aquatic resources,
I ncl udi ng i nportant estuarine habitat designated

for HAPC for juvenile Atlantic cod.” So can
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soneone tell ne why CRMC agreed to conti nue this,
know ng t he Sout hCoast has yet to obtain any
funding for these projects?

Al so, why didn't they neet with the
residents of Portsnmouth as well so they could talk
about the Atlantic cod. Al of this is starting to
stink really bad, and it isn't the fish. | know
you are all under a great deal of pressure to do
this fromthe Wiite House on down, but that doesn't
make it right.

As of |ast week, | read many of these
conpanies are pulling the plug on these projects
because of the funding and all the controversy and
| ack of supply chains. | would highly recomend
t he Rhode Island DEM do its job and protect
Rhode Island interests in the nane of the taxpayers

t hat pay your salaries. Do your job. Leave the

sedi nent in the seabed and never touch it. Keep
our waterways clean. |I'mdone. | guess |I'mreally
upset .

MR, GAGNON: The next speaker is
Jeanne Smth.
MS. SM TH: Jeanne, J-E-A-N-N-E, Smth.

I"'mfrom Il sland Park. Mne is short and sweet.
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Many peopl e have cone up here toni ght because they
want to save the planet. W want to save the
pl anet, too.

Sout hCoast has said going through the
Sakonnet River is the cheapest route. There are
other routes they can take to save the pl anet.
Save our community, because our community is part
of the planet. Thank you.

MR, GAGNON: The next speaker is
Dwi ght McNeil | .

MR MCNEILL: M nane is Dwnight McNeill,
MCNE-I-L-L.

I I'ive about a hundred yards fromthe
Sakonnet River, and | think it is the nost
beautiful river | have ever seen. | sail there.
My children and ny grandchil dren have swam there as
wel | .

Over the last nonth, we've had two very
serious storms in that area around Fogl and Poi nt,
which have literally decinated that area. So the
i dea of climte change com ng hone right here was
very obvi ous to ne.

I think we have to nmake trade-offs about

our desire to have a beautiful waterway wth the
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need to make a very, very inportant transfornmation
to renewabl e energy. | don't think there is any
doubt that we have to do that. | believe that the
regul atory agencies fromthe feds down to the State
have done a very conprehensive job in eliciting
inquiry from people, setting goals, and being
demandi ng. However, regulation also slows things
down terribly, as do special interest groups, of
which there are many. W can't slow this down
anynore. W have to proceed to have cl ean energy.
Thank you for your tine.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
Ni ck Hort on.

MR HORTON: H . Thank you. M nane is
Ni ck Horton. |I'mfrom Provi dence, Rhode Island.

' m here as a nmenber of Cimate Action
Rhode Island in support of this proposal asking you
to hel p us stop gl obal warm ng, help us nake
Rhode | sl and energy i ndependent, not dependent on
foreign oil.

What frightens ne nore than any
uncertainties in this project is the uncertainty of
what wi Il happen to Rhode |Island and the whol e

world if we don't expand renewabl e energy.
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According to a Princeton study, to fully

decar boni ze our energy in the U S, we would need
wi nd and sol ar spanning up to 590, 000 square

kil oneters, roughly equal to the | andmass of
Connecticut, Illinois, |Indiana, Kentucky,
Massachusetts, Chi o, Rhode Island, and Tennessee
put together. This gives us a sense of the scale
of the challenge we are dealing with. W need
projects like this one to survive. Each project
i ke this one.

So | ask, if we don't allow this project
to nove forward, what are people's other ideas?
People in Portsnouth, |ike the rest of
Rhode | sl and, produce about 9.7 netric tons of
carbon per year, in conparison to the average
globally of only 4. If we don't build this
project, how will Rhode |slanders reduce their
carbon footprint? Those of you who are opposed to
devel opnent of this type, will you stop driving
your cars, flying in planes, running
ai r-condi ti oni ng?

We al so nust ook at this application to
bury this cable in context. The Sakonnet Har bor

was created by dredging. The project was expanded

51

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Southcoast Wind Energy, LLC - February 22, 2024

52

in 1957 when the Corps constructed a 400-foot | ong

extension to the breakwater and dredged the harbor

to the depth of 8 feet. The total area dredged was
13 acres.

In 1954, the Al gonquin natural gas
pi peline was buried across the Sakonnet. Just | ast
nont h, Enbridge submtted an application to repl ace
this pipe wwith a pipe twice as large. |'mcurious
if there's as much concern about that application
as there is this.

We nust conpare the disturbances fromthis
project to the danage fromfossil fuels. The
fossil fuels we all rely on are di sruptive and
pollute in other places. Petroleumrefineries that
kill people along Cancer Alley in Louisiana,
fracki ng that poisons water in Pennsylvani a,
pi pelines that destroy habitats |like tundra in
Al aska. If we don't nake space for renewabl e
energies in our backyards, we are forcing it into
t he backyards of others. Thank you.

MR, GAGNON: The next speaker is
Renée Critchley. Sorry if | m spronounced that.

M5. CRI TCHLEY: Yes, you did. Hi.

Renée Critchley, GRI1-T-CGH L-E-Y.

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Southcoast Wind Energy, LLC - February 22, 2024

53

| have been a resident here, born and
bred, and the Sakonnet River is not the ideal
place. | don't know who canme up with this idea. |
woul d | ove to see anot her proposed idea. Not the
Sakonnet River. |I'mall for clean energy. | have
sol ar panels on the house. | recycle. Transfer
station. Wo-hoo. Recycle, everybody. So I think
|*'mdoing ny part. | think I'mbeing a responsible
citizen.

I just want to know why we're so ignored.
And | want to know why our Town Council tells us we
can't tal k about the inpacts on our ocean life, on
birds. | just don't understand. Maybe |I'm naive.
| just want to know how this was passed w t hout us
knowing. | believe in politics. Wrk for the
people. | don't knowif | believe in that anynore.

But |1'm hoping that the Rhode I|Island DEM
coul d answer questions for us, too. Mybe you guys
coul d answer sone questions. | don't understand
how a deal just goes through.

We don't have a way to speak, and | don't

| i ke being shushed. | pay taxes. W all pay
taxes. | just want to know how this was passed.
How we're not allowed to speak our mnd. | don't
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know how many ti nes peopl e have been told to get
off the mke. Please be respectful.

|'ve been born and bred here, fourth
generation. It's personal. | love it here. Thank
you.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
Pat Wal sh.

M5. MELLO Hi. 1'm Carol Ml o.
Pat Wal sh had to | eave.

COURT REPORTER  What's your nane?

MS5. MELLO Carol Mello. He had to | eave
so he told ne | could take his spot.

Basically, | have a | ot of questions. Are

you guys able to answer any questions tonight?

MR LOBIANCO No, ma'am It's a public
comment hearing. So what we do is we take all of
t he public comments. And what woul d happen is the
staff -- renenber, we're here on two permts. One
of themis a dredge permt, and the other one, Ron?

MR, GAGNON: And water quality
certificate.

MR. LoBIANCO And a water quality
certificate. So specialists in those areas w ||

respond to the comments in witing. Keep in mnd
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al so, we're keeping the public comment open until
March 7th for the public comment period so people
can also comment in witing or via enail.

M5. MELLO COkay. So | just -- if
Sout hCoast is here, could they answer questions?

MR, LoBI ANCO That would be up to themif
t hey have representatives here.

MS. MELLO | just wanted to know what --

MR LoBI ANCO Just to be clear, we
prefer, obviously, that happen off the record.
We're trying to create a record here of public
conmment because we're required to respond in
writing.

MS. MELLO Okay. Well, then, for the
record, I want to know what nachinery is being used
by Sout hCoast. How deep that trench and how w de
that trench is going to be. Because the
Sakonnet River is really not that wde, and it
woul d be devastati ng what ever they do.

And for the person who wants to stop
gl obal warm ng, we need the whole world to do that,
not just Portsnouth, Rhode Island. Not just the
Sakonnet River. W need China. W need Russi a.

We need Ukraine. W need every country in the
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nation to work together to do this. It's not going

to be on Portsnouth's back

How wi de of a trench will it be? And
how -- the question for you is, how are you
getting -- what are you getting your

reconmendati ons fron? Who are you getting
information fromto nmake an intelligent decision on
whet her or not you should nove forward? Can you
answer that right now? No? Ckay.

So | would hope that this isn't a done
deal. | would hope that this really is true, that
we do have a say in what's going to happen here and
t hat soneone really is going to listen to our
questions and answer our questions and our
concer ns.

So really -- all we really need to know is
one thing. | nean, this says it all.

Alternative C was devel oped t hrough scopi ng process
for the draft EI'S and response to comments received
from Nati onal Marine Fisheries and ot her agencies
expressing concern with the potential inpact of the
of fshore export cable on fisheries, EFS, and

habi tat areas of particular concern, HAPC, in the

Sakonnet Ri ver.
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The Sakonnet Ri ver supports EFH for
16 fish species -- and | knowit's a |ot nore.
It's over a hundred species of fish and cod | arvae.
There's over a hundred species of fish in that
river -- and has HAPCs for summer flounder and
Atl antic cod.

To address this concern, BCEM which is
t he Bureau of Ocean and Ener gy Managenent,
devel oped onshore cable route options that woul d
avoi d placing offshore export cables in the
Sakonnet River. Period. There is nothing else to
tal k about. They've already said that this is not
a good idea. That we should | ook for an
alternative route if we really have to do this.

So | would hope that you would really | ook
toward the Bureau of COcean Energy Managenent and
ot her organi zati ons who are delving into the
severity of the damage that could be done to our
fisheries in the Sakonnet River, and hopefully,
make the right decision and save our river. Thank
you.

MR, GAGNON: The next speaker is
M ke Jar beau.

MR, JARBEAU. (Good evening. M ke Jarbeau,
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J-A-R-B-E-A-U, and | am here tonight representing
Save t he Bay.

Save the Bay supports the responsible
devel opnent of offshore wind and seeks to ensure
t hat construction and operations prioritize
protection of the bay and its natural systens at
times. Cdimate change is not a future problemthat
sone have nentioned. |It's a current problem It
is here, and it is affecting Narragansett Bay.

O fshore wind is an inportant part of
transitioning away fromfossil fuels. W have
conducted an initial review of a dredge permt and
water quality cert. Tonight's comments wll hit on
sone of those key points, but we wll be submtting
formal, witten comments before the deadline.

Save the Bay questions whether it is
appropriate for this permtting to be noving
forward at this tinme, given the current |ack of a
power purchase agreenent by the applicant, given
proj ect uncertainty, and given the permtting pause
currently in place by the Rhode Island Energy
Facility Siting Board and CRMC. The nain problem
this creates is a pieceneal, state-permtting

process, which can hinder effective public
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participation, and that is concerning to us.

Additionally, we are concerned by the | ack
of sedi nent testing databases given the | egacy of
contam nants in the area, particularly in
Mount Hope Bay and in the vicinity of the proposed
hori zontal directional drilling pits. Mich of this
hi storical contam nation, including toxins |ike
mercury, has been noted for decades and summari zed
in reports |like the Narragansett Bay Estuary
Program s nbst recent state of Narragansett Bay in
t he WAt ershed Report. W encourage DEMto ensure
that there is recent data accurately characteri zing
t he sedi nent proposed for disturbance so that any
I mpact can be appropriately mtigated.

Save the Bay believes that, in order to be
protective of the river, its inhabitants and its
users, the applicant nust nake every effort to
achieve a targeted 6-foot burial depth, limting
the need for secondary protection, and avoi ding the
nost critical and inportant habitat in the
Sakonnet River and Mount Hope Bay. This shoul d be
a priority for the applicant regardl ess of cost.

Finally, the scientific evidence al so

denonstrates that the effectiveness that -- the
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effecti veness of cable burial in reducing EM,

whi ch further denonstrates need to achieve this
6-f oot cabl e burial throughout the process and as
nmuch as possi bl e through the cabl e buri al

pr ocedur e.

Thank you for your tine. Have a good
eveni ng.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is Ed Al an.

MR, ALLAN. Good evening. M nane is
Edward Al lan, A-L-L-A-N. | currently reside at
26 Atlantic Avenue in Portsmouth. |'ve been there
for eight years. Prior to that, | was at
81 Aqui dneck Avenue in Portsnouth for 40 years.
Both ny residences are within 200 feet of the
Sakonnet River. | have spent many years sw nmi ng
in the Sakonnet Ri ver and have firsthand know edge
about the quality of the water.

For both nmy residences, | was required to
rework ny septic systemat a cost of between 20 and
30,000 dollars. And I"'mnot alone in that. There
are many other people in this community who have
had to do the sane thing, at an extrene cost for
sone of them It has worked. The water is

cl eaner.
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| don't know if, after a project |ike
this, it would still be cleaner. Rhode |sland DEM
requi red people, especially those with ol der
systens, to put new systens in in order to cl ean
the water. And | really have questions about this
dredging. What it wll do to the quality of the
wat er .

| cane here to |l earn what's going on. |
cane here because | wanted sone questions answer ed.
Unfortunately, fromDEM | am not |earning
anyt hi ng. Thank you for your tine.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
W11 Nakshi an.

MR. NAKSHIAN: Hello. M nane is
W Il Nakshian, spelled, NNA-K-S-HI-A-N I'ma
resident of Cunberland, and I"ma climte activi st
and a nenber of Cimte Action Rhode |Island. And
I'"'msinply going to highlight sone of the points
t he ot her nmenbers of ny group have nade tonight.

The only way to solve the climate crisis
is to end the use of fossil fuels as rapidly as
possi bl e, and creating a new renewabl e ener gy
infrastructure is the only path forward. Based on

all the information |'ve | earned, the inpacts of
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this dredging wll have far |ess inpact on our
envi ronnent than the long-terminpact of the
climate crisis upon Rhode |Island and the rest of
t he worl d.

Conpl etion of this offshore wi nd project
w1l benefit Rhode |Island' s econony by nmaking us a
| eader in renewable energy, and it will help us
make a | eader in the green energy revolution. |
urge you to pass this permt. Thank you.

MR, GAGNON: The next speaker is
Corey Forrest.

MS. WHEELER FORREST: Hi . My nane is
Corey VWheeler-Forrest, CGCOREY, WHEEL-E-R
F-F-ORREST. I'"'ma fourth-generation Portsnouth
resident, I'ma fish dealer, and |I've been a
comrerci al fisherman out of Sakonnet Point for
nearly 30 years.

Though | have experience in | obstering,
gillnetting, and using fish pots, ny prinmary
occupation lies wwth ny famly's floating fish trap
busi ness, which is not only Rhode I|sland's ol dest
fishery but also a fishery unique to this state.
My famly has been trap fishing in the sane waters

and sites since the 1800s.
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Aside fromtrap fishing being one of the
cl eanest and nost sustai nable ways to fish, the
traditions, stories, know edge, and cul ture has
been passed down t hrough centuries. This speaks
vol unmes about our fisheries' |long-term
sustainability and how Rhode Island' s fisheries are
managed.

Regar di ng Sout hCoast Wnd's application to
dredge the Sakonnet Ri ver and Mount Hope Bay, NOAA,
inits coment to BOEM expressed their | and-based
alternative to avoid the Sakonnet R ver, to reduce
t he i npact on aquatic resources and desi gnated
habi tat areas of particular concern. The CRMC al so
repeatedly urged themto | ook at an overland route
for the cable to avoid the Sakonnet Ri ver because
it is an essential fish habitat classified by the
New Engl and Fi shery Managenment Council.

Every docunent concerning of fshore w nd,
BCEM uses phrases |i ke, quote, probably wll be,
anticipated to be, expected to be, and likely w |
be. Every docunent contains conjecture like this;
concl usions forned based on inconpl ete information.
And the opposite of what's probable, anticipated,

l'i kely, and expected is not discussed. In other
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wor ds, no one knows what w || happen. But there
are far too many uncertainties, controversies, and
questions for this uncharted, |arge-scale,

| ong-term project to gain the nonentumit already
has.

U S fishernen are required, by law, to
adhere to the strictest rules and regul ations in
the world. Qur seafood nmust be caught according to
fi shery managenent plans that consider social and
econon ¢ outcones for fishing communities, prevent
overfishing, rebuild depleted stocks, m nimze
bycatch and interactions wth protected species,
and identify and conserve essential fish habitat.

Just like the | aws that govern, protect,
and hold us accountable to keep our fishery
sust ai nabl e, shoul dn't of fshore wi nd conpani es be
required to adhere to these sane standards? The
I nvasi ve plan to cover our earth and oceans wth
w nd turbines and cabl es based on conjecture at the
expense of our ocean, food, and livelihoods, far
exceeds any unknown, unproven benefit.

Rhode Island is the ocean state for a
reason, and fishernen are a fundanental part of

coastal comunities and the backbone of our
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nati on's food security and supply. Fishing in
these waters is | egacy and a practice that nust be
preserved for future generations, |like we've always

done. O fshore wind threatens to destroy it.
Thank you.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
Abi gai | Brown.

MS. BROWN: Good evening. | amhere --
oh, Abigail, ABI-GAI-L, BROWN

| am here tonight representing the
Town of Portsmouth Harbor Conmm ssion. The
Har bor Comm ssion has put ne to task to cone before
you. As the gentlenman spoke earlier about the
Al gonqui n Enbridge pipeline that's going across
fromeast to west across the Sakonnet River, the
Har bor Conm ssion would |like to ask you to pl ease
tell us how long or how deep your pipeline is going
to interact with the pipeline that's goi ng across
t he Sakonnet River, starting | believe next week.
Thank you.

MR, GAGNON: The next speaker is
Davi d d eason.

MR, GLEASON: Good eveni ng.

Davi d 3 eason, Portsnouth, Rhode I sl and.
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At the start of the neeting, | introduced
nyself to M. Gagnon and -- sorry if | ness up your
| ast name -- D Bi anco.

MR. LoBI ANCO LoBi anco.

MR GLEASON: And asked exactly what
peopl e have asked tonight, will there be any
questions answered. | was told this is just an
I nfformation session -- | understand that -- and
also there would be -- there is sone information
out in the hallway.

Just for the record, | did | ook for that
information. There is none -- no information
provided by DEM at this neeting tonight. | believe

the information you referred to is probably from

Sout hCoast Wnd. So, ultimately, | think a | ot of

peopl e hope that the end result of giving testinony

and aski ng questions, of which | will also do, we

will get sone information from Rhode |Island DEM
Not unli ke Rhode Island DOT, the

Town of Portsnouth has had their issues getting

information fromorgani zations affiliated with the
state of Rhode Island. W all |ove the beautiful
state of Rhode Island, but I will say the

bur eaucracy of upstate agencies that the State has,
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has been troublesone in a |ot of ways. Just | ook
at our experience right now wth the hi ghways goi ng
t hrough Provi dence.

It was nentioned about the Portsnouth
|l andfill, how that inpacted our town. The notice
of violation that we entered in with Rhode I|sl and
DEMto try and clean up our waters by forcing
people to change their septic systens. All
processes that have affected people here in
Por t snout h.

So the next thing is we have a solution to
sonehow cl ean up the air by putting wnd farns out
to sea, which | won't go into because no natter
what we do and say here toni ght, chances are that's
going to happen. And it's a sad thing for ne to
t hi nk about, sonebody that has sol ar panel s on
t heir house and believes in renewabl e energy, but I
don't believe they bel ong out on fishing grounds.
And that's what | wll think -- say the nbost about
t he Sakonnet River.

The area around Sandy Point Beach is the
cl eanest water that we have in the state of
Rhode Island. The rest of the river is cleaner

t han probably nost parts of Rhode Island. And
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putting any kind of cable down there and goi ng
t hrough the jet-plow process, it puts our
envi ronnent in jeopardy.

We have never done this before. W say
it's been done around the world; it's never been
done in the Sakonnet River. WII| Rhode |Island DEM
be the agency that protects our citizens of
Port snmout h and Rhode Island, Tiverton, all |ocal
peopl e around that river, to ensure that it's going
to be the sane river after this process is done?

In general, it's been said, and ||
repeat it, that allowing for this permt is
premature. The w nd devel oper does not have any
power purchase agreenents. |It's been said it's on
hold with the Energy Facilities Siting Board and
that's the reason. There's no power purchase
agreenents. The previous ones were with the state
of Massachusetts wth no benefit to the state of
Rhode Island, but to the detrinent of Rhode Island
by having to come up with this | owcost nethod of,
you know, transferring this energy to Brayton Point
by com ng down a pristine Sakonnet River.

So ny questions are, what -- wll

Rhode | sl and DEM | ook at the pros and cons of
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putting a high-voltage cable down the river? WII
we have that information? Do the pros outwei gh the
cons? Are there issues and dangers with dredgi ng
t he pristine Sakonnet River? Has DEM | ooked at
what's at the bottom of the river and
Mount Hope Bay? Do you know what's there? Are you
| ooking at reports from previous studies? Do you
have new studies? WII there be studies if you
don't have any?

Basically, the bottomline for ne is that
| don't believe this cable belongs in the
Sakonnet River. There are other alternatives. You
know, | think there are above-ground alternatives
in the state of Massachusetts. Especially if they
are receiving the end results of this power, they
need to be explored. They have been expl ored.
It's cheaper to go down the river, and it's not the
way to go. Thank you for your tine.

MR, GAGNON: Next speaker, Sam LaRose.

MR LaROSE: H . |I'm Sam LaRose,
L-A-R-O S-E.

| just want to say when it cones down to
it, our world is built on anbitious projects, you

know. That's what's kept us going as people. And
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when it cones down to it, if we all work on it
together, we'll be able to do this with m ni nal

i mpact. We'll be able to, you know, have

good- payi ng jobs that support famlies and really
just keep us all going.

In 1910, the world' s popul ati on was
estimated to be about 1.8 billion. Over a hundred
years |ater we're about 8 billion people
popul ati onwi se worl dwi de. St oppi ng devel opnent is
not the answer. What we need to do is keep pushing
forward and really push for the devel opnent that's
going to make life sustainable. And this is the
way we do it. Thank you for your tinme.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is
Rich Tully.

MR TULLY: M nane is R ch Tully,

T-U L-L-Y.

I live down the hill here fromthe high
school, on the Sakonnet River. | swmin those
waters. | clamon ny beach in front of ny house.
| fish in those waters. | sail in those waters.
I'mal so a nenber of Montaup. |'mon that golf

course probably a hundred days a year.

| get that this project will probably have
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sone i npact and certainly sone inconveni ence, and
probably nore for soneone |ike ne than nost people
because | live there. But | also get that there's
other things going on in the world that this
project ains to mtigate.

And |'ve got children and grandchildren on
the way, and |I' m concerned about their future. And
as | weigh the kind of inconvenience and i npact of
this project against the effects that gl obal
warmng is having -- and | can see that. There's a
gent| eman from Fogl and Poi nt who nenti oned what
gl obal warm ng has been doing to this area
recently.

In the last 14 nonths, | found four boats
on ny beach fromfour of the worst storns we've had
here, in terns of beach erosion, in the |ast
20 years. And |'ve al so seen what's happened to the
wat erfront on ny property and ny nei ghbors. |
nmean, these inpacts are real.

Ten years ago, | used to see | obsternen
dropping traps in front of ny house. That doesn't
happen anynore because of global warm ng. So | get
that this project could have inpacts, but the

consequence of not doing projects like this al so
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has i npacts, and they're real.

And | get we all have opini ons about where
we lean. | lean in favor of doing these kind of
projects. | just think that's what's going to be
best for ny kids and ny grandchildren. And by the
way, | live on the water, and so wll they. So
t hank you very nuch.

MR. GAGNON: The next speaker is Fred --
and | believe it's Sousa, but | could be
m spronouncing it. S-WOR -- Fred Sworz.

MR LoBI ANCO He may have left early.

MR GAGNON: We'll go on to the next nane.
Janes Mirray.

MR. MJURRAY: Hello, everyone. M nane is
James Murray, J-A-ME-S MURRAY.

I|'mcomng to say, as a commerci al mari ner
who's worked on the water for ten years and a | oca
smal | busi ness owner that al so works on boats in
both the marine industrial, comrercial, and
recreational side of things, that | vehenently
oppose this cable running up the Sakonnet River.

My conpany that | worked for dredged
Quonset Poi nt back when we were doing that project,

and we capped nucl ear waste off of Bl ock |Island as
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one of the dredge spots. | don't know if anybody
has even t hought of something |like that as a study,
but | have seen it firsthand.

As sonmeone who's al so on Sakonnet River
al nost every day, both for work and for pleasure,
know that, while we may not be able to stop the
wi nd farns from happening, while it's going to
benefit Massachusetts, you, as Rhode |sl|land DEM
can stop the cables fromconm ng i nto Rhode I sl and
wat ers, peri od.

MR GAGNON: |Is Fred Sworz here or -- did
he cone back?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He's not outside
ei t her.
GAGNON: Ckay. Carol Mello.
MELLO: That was nme. | already spoke.

2 5 3

GAGNON: Em | Cipolla.

MR, Cl POLLA: Thank you. | just cane from
anot her neeting so | apologize if the points I'm
maki ng have already been said. By the way, |'lI
email you a copy of this after.

| guess I'll start by giving the -- DEMis
responsi bl e for Rhode |Island waters and soil.

That's their area of jurisdiction. Al the w nd
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towers -- and there are eight blocks of a thousand
towers each, and |I know nost of you know this,
that's under the jurisdiction of the federal
governnent. So we have, in Rhode I|Island, have no
authority and responsibility to say whet her or not
the sites are proper.

While there are a | ot of inportant issues
regardi ng the inpact of mammals, fishing, the
destruction, installation, operation, and end of
life of these towers, and they're going to fall
sone day, that's not the issue in front of the DEM
correct? You only care about the -- basically, the
wat er up the Sakonnet or Narragansett Bay. So the
question is, not should the towers be inpl enent ed.
That's not the issue today. The issue is, is there
a better route or a better alternative than using
t he Sakonnet or Narragansett Bay. And | all ege
that there is.

Revol ution |, as you know, has authority
to run their cables basically south of
Aqui dneck Island and up Narragansett Bay on the
west side. And they're going to do a |landfall at
Quonset Point, and all the energy is going to

Quonset Point from Massachusetts. As the previous
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speaker said, Rhode Island will get no enerqgy.

The current proposal is to run the cabl es
up the Sakonnet, across |Island Park, and then back
under the water to Brayton Point. | assert that it
woul d be | ess damage and | ess i npact by going the
sout hern route up the Narragansett Bay. The
addi tional distance that the cable has got to go
for Sout hCoast, from Quonset Point to
Brayton Point, is a matter of mles, five or
ten mles. There already is disruption of the
| ower hal f of West Passage, and there will be an
ongoi ng tunnel from Provi dence to the rest of
Nar ragansett Bay. So that soil, those contam nants
are already inpacted. So | assert any
di sruption -- additional disruption from cables
from Sout hCoast will be m ni nal.

And, oh, by the way, SouthCoast has a
23 mllion dollar post-conmunity agreenent. That's
a nomnal factor. The real nunbers are probably in
the range of 10 mllion if you do a net present
value. M point is that any additional cost that
Sout hCoast woul d have to inplenent woul d be nore
than offset by the not having to pay the

post-community agreenent of 10 or 20 m i on.

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Southcoast Wind Energy, LLC - February 22, 2024

So, therefore, | would recommend that you
use either one of two routes. Do the sane thing
that Revolution | is doing or go to New Bedford
where that's -- that would be the exit point,
agai n, because the power is going primarily to
Massachusetts. So ny reconmendation is to not do
t he Sakonnet River route but either one of two
routes; the west point or New Bedford. Thank you.

MR GAGNON: So we don't have any further
nanes that have signed up to speak. |Is there
anyone that would like to speak that hasn't signed
up or --

MR, CARCELLER. M/ nane is Sal Carceller,
CARGCEL-L-EER And | will state that |I'm not
for putting the cable up the Sakonnet for a | ot of
t he reasons you heard so I"mnot going to reiterate
those, but | amgoing to say that tonight you
mentioned that this is about the DEM and the
responsibility of DEMin protecting our waterway.
Sol'd like to pose the question to the DEM Wuld
we be here if this electrical cable was being
supplied electricity froma nucl ear power plant?
Wul d we be here if this was a pipe to carry oil?

And | like to ask, does it nmatter? Does it really

76
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matter?

What is your job at the DEM? 1|s your job
to concern yourself whether it's a clean energy
project, which -- or a dirty energy project? The
reality is, it's our river we're tal king about.
It's the inpact to the river. |t should not matter
whet her that electrical cable is going to carry the

w nd farm power or a nucl ear power plant.

Now, | |like to pose that none of us know
what cones down the road. It is very possible that
20 years fromnow we will have fission a reality

and that cable could be used for sonething el se.
And it will be used for sonething else. W also
hear about oil and howit's bad. And sure it's
bad, but I'mgoing to tell you sonething | think
|'ve learned in ny near 60 years here. As long as
there is oil beneath our feet, it wll be
extract ed.

So while | agree that naybe oil is the
probl em you know when the problem goes away? Wen
all the oil goes away. So | just ask the DEMto
pl ease do not pass judgnent on whether or not
you're going to put that cable in that river

because it's a feel -good project because tonorrow
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t hat cabl e could be used for sonething el se, and
the precedent wll be set that we could put a
different type of cable in there. Something to
carry oil or gas.

Now, ny background's electrical. |'ve
never really heard of too many projects of
300, 000-plus volts. This isn't just volts AC.
This is volts DC. | ask -- | know there's sone in
the world -- how many have been run down a narrow
river like that of 300,000 plus in two |lines? |
actually feel, just fromny electrical
background -- you nmay | augh at ne -- but a gas |line
in that river is actually safer than that
electrical |ine because a gas line only presents a
threat to us if it leaks. An electrical line |eaks
every single tinme. Once you turn those el ectrons
on, it is leaking. There is nothing you can do to
stop that | eak

So | ask again to DEM pl ease do not pass
judgnent on a river because everybody thinks it's a
feel -good project. | think your job is to judge is
dredging a pit in that river worthwhile, regardl ess

of what you're going to put in the pit. Thank you.
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MR ROBERTS: Peter Roberts,
R-OB-E-R-T-S.

Ckay. | want to bring up Brayton Point.
Wien | used to ride across the Braga Bridge, |
woul d see over there all the growth was brown. No
green. And then they re-did the stacks. As soon
as they re-did the stacks, everything was green
again. All green | eaves.

The problemis they haven't done any
mai nt enance on anything. And in New Ol eans, they
did the same thing with a place down there where
t hey cl eaned the stacks, and then, instead of what
was comnmi ng out of there, it was reduced to gas
em ssions. The problemis they do not take care of
things. That's what it's all about.

Anot her thing, so many peopl e tal k about
gl obal warm ng. dobal warm ng in Rhode Island is
done at TF Green Airport. And when all the records
were set, that was back when there was only prop
pl anes there, and many of themare still there.
Now, how many jets do they have com ng in and out
of there on a regular basis? Eight to 12? Back
then, when it used to be prop planes, it was only

three or four. And not as nany comng in and out.
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That's where the record highs are set. Do you
under stand how much heat is put out of jet planes?

It's unbelievable that people are falling
for this. And, you know, you've got to |ook at the
records and really get the facts out. Everybody's
hiding this. They're hiding every bit of it. And
on |land, if our governnent hel ped everybody get
sol ar panels, you would cut down a |ot of this.
You'd cut it over in half. This is not being
brought up. This is what you really need to | ook
into. They are hiding all this. They don't talk
about it.

And | ately, nost of the global warm ng has
been in the '40s. Let's go out to the western side
of the country. Storms, dust storns, that was back
in the '30s. Those records have not been broken.
So all this has been here for a long tinme. They're
all using this to get what they want. And nost of
t he people are such big idiots, they don't get it.

MR, GAGNON: Ckay. Any further public
comrent from anyone?

MR MILDER. M/ nane is Ken Ml der,

MU L-DDEFR |I'ma resident here in Portsnmouth. |

grew up here, noved away for a while, cane back
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hone.

I have heard a | ot of people say tonight
that the river is a pristine environnent. |'m
sorry, folks, it's not. It hasn't been since prior
to the industrial revolution. The pollutants that
were put into our waterways starting in the 1800s
are still there. 1It's not pristine. It is cleaner

than it has ever been in ny lifetine of 50 years.
And running a cable up that river is going to
disturb all of that sedinent and rel ease a | ot of
t hose pollutants i nto our waterways once again.

| sat in this auditoriuma nonth ago when
t hey passed the host agreenent. The questi on was
requested of @&rsted, had they done core sanpl es.
They said no. They were planning on it, but they
had not done it. W do not know what is there.

We know we have PCBs fromthe Navy on the
other side of the island. W know we have heavy
netals. W know we have nercury. W know we have
tons and tons of contamnants that, |I'msorry, yes,
gl obal warm ng, whether you believe it or not, |
don't care; we should all want the environnment to
be as clean as possible. That's nunber one. That

starts at hone.
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Dredging this river is not going to help
global warmng. It is not going to help any of the
situations. The only thing it can possibly do, if
t hose contam nants are there, are destroy what we
have tried to put back to the way it's supposed to
be for the |last 40, 50, 60, 70 years.

There was an overl and route going through
Massachusetts. This was cheaper and a | ot of
communities in Mass. said no. So this is the way
that they want to go. But they could afford to
cancel their contract and pay a multimllion doll ar
fine? Well, they could have used that noney for a
better route than destroyi ng our waterways. Thank
you very much

MR GAGNON: Any further people like to
speak?

M5. KOZI ARA: | just want to ask one
question. | don't know if you can answer any
questions. Maybe sonebody out here knows. Hell o.
Martha K-O Z-1-A-R- A

Who is responsi ble for ensuring that
Ccean Wnd, which is the primry, SouthCoast W nd
Is the junior partner in this, but who or what

entity is responsible for holding their feet to the
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fire, nmaking sure that they conply wth al

envi ronnental nandates? 1Is there an entity? Does
DEM do that or -- does anybody know? Wo's in
charge? Does anybody know? Yes, sir.

MR. Cl POLLA: The federal -- one of the
I ssues of |icense --

COURT REPORTER: |I'mnot going to be able
to hear you. |If you want it on the record, you' ve
got to cone back

MR Cl POLLA: It's the feds.

M5, KOZI ARA: So as you say, sir, there's
sone federal entity that would be the overseer of
this, ensuring that they foll owed whatever --

MR, Cl POLLA: The contractor says they
wll do best effort. There's no guarantee for a --

COURT REPORTER: A what ki nd of bond?
It's very difficult to hear.

MR GAGNON: Sir, we have to stick to the
person who's giving the comments. Your comments
are on the record, and we will have to respond when
we - -

MS. KOZI ARA:  Yeah. [|'mjust wondering
if, in fact, there is an entity that oversees all

of this. And what if they decide -- what if the

83
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OCcean Wnd or Sout hCoast Wnd deci des that they
just, for whatever reason, financial, whatever,
they don't feel |like doing it a particular way?

I know that a nonth ago when we were here
at that neeting, as it was explained to us,
basically, Portsnouth signed away its rights. |Is
that right, M. d eason, Portsnouth signed away
their rights to conplain or take unbrage wth or
contest any of the factors involved in that
agr eenent ?

So if they're not going to be held
account abl e, then why would they do what they're
supposed to do? So if you don't m nd, would you
put that down. Thank you.

MR GAGNON: Do you want to --

MR ClPOLLA: Do you want nme to respond?

MR GAGNON: No, that's okay. W have
your comments.

MR. LoBI ANCO You fol ks can certainly
di scuss afterwards.

M5. PEDRO My nane is Elizabeth Pedro.
' m from Portsnout h, Rhode I sl and.

COURT REPORTER:  Spell your |ast nane.

MS. PEDRO. P-E-FDR- O And | just want to
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go on record as saying that | do not agree that
this cabl e should cone down the Sakonnet River for
many of the reasons that have already been stated,
so |l won't go into them

| do particularly agree that the dredging
Is premature. W don't know -- we don't even know
if this conpany is going to go out of business and

t hen you' ve already done all this dredgi ng and God

knows what to the river. So | just wanted to say
that I|'mnot for the cable com ng down the river.
Thank you.

MR, GAGNON: Any further people who
haven't spoken yet? Sorry, sir, we have one person
who hasn't spoken yet.

MR. CROCKFORD: Hey there. M nane is
Cam Crockford. [|I'mfromlsland ParKk.

COURT REPORTER:  Spell your |ast nane.

MR, CROCKFORD: CROGCGK-F-ORD | grew
up on Cedar Avenue.

"' mjust touching base on what a | ot of
peopl e have ki nd of voiced here tonight, especially
in regards to septic systens and cost of
mai nt enance of those and how our whol e community

puts forth the effort to maintain those, install
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t hem so we can live here.

|'ve also had to deal with CRMC, al ong
wth DEM in regards to construction of seawalls to
preserve our properties down there in |Island Park,
and how difficult that process is as well; also, on
t he backs of what people have nentioned wth all
the bad storns we've been having. Cearly things
have changed in this new generati on of gl oba
war m ng and how that's been advanci ng and affecting
our nei ghborhoods and our environnent.

The fl oodi ng that happens down there at
I sl and Park. You know, we didn't really used to
see that happen back when | was a kid, and that's
only 20 years ago. And now it's a regul ar
occurrence. The whol e nei ghbor hood gets fl ooded.
So we live with that. And so we understand that
environnental gl obal warm ng and the effects of
that are very real.

However, we live on the waterfront. W
live in the ocean state. And we |ive here because
we enj oy the ocean, the bay, the river, and how
beautiful that is. I'mon the water as nmuch as |
can. And we just ask CRMC and DEMto protect our

wat er and give these wind farns as nuch of a hard
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time as they give us just to live here. And that's
not too nuch to ask.

And with these wind farns pulling the wool
over everyone's eyes with this green washi ng,
saying how great it's going to be, they don't have
to live here, they don't have to deal with the
effects of digging up Boyds Lane and Ant hony Road,
probably that construction is going to go on for
God knows how | ong and then ri pping up our bay.

And we just hope DEM can put as nmnuch worKk
and effort in to protecting our water and gi Vving
thema hard tine as nuch as they give our | ocal
residents a hard tinme. For good reasons. Thank
you.

MR GAGNON: Any further comments? Anyone
el se? GCo ahead.

MR CIPOLLA: Fourth time | stood up.

COURT REPORTER: |'m going to need your
name agai n.

MR CIPCOLLA: | may not have made nysel f
cl ear.

MR GAGNON: Whul d you gi ve your nane for
t he st enographer.

MR CIPOLLA: EmI| C polla. The issue
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before us is not whether the wind farns wll be
installed. That's the feds' decision because it's
on the continental shelf. So the Bureau of
Energy -- QOcean Energy Managenent has decided to
grant permts to those eight devel opers. So |
think I"mcorrect in saying your only jurisdiction
and authority is to say where -- what's the inpact
if the cables go up on Rhode Island waters; is that
correct? Right? You have no say whet her or not
t hese projects are going to be built, correct?

Ckay. So that's got to be clear. So you
have sone good points, but this is the wong forum
to express those. You got to take it up with the
feds. And | suggest you | ook at the Bureau of
Engi neeri ng Ccean Management website, and you wi ||
see that all the contracts are witten to say the
devel oper will do best effort to be responsible.
There is no insurance bond, there's no escrow
account. There's no annuity that's guaranteed by
t he devel oper, signed off by the feds. So call
your congressnman. Call your senator. Not these
gentl enen. Does that answer your question?

M5, KOZI ARA:  Yes. Now |I'm depressed.

MR. GAGNON:  Anot her conmment ?
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MR, KESSON: Yes.
MR, GAGNON: Ckay.
MR KESSON:. | hope. Paul Kesson,
Port snout h, Rhode | sl and.
COURT REPORTER: What's your |ast nane?
MR KESSON: Kesson, K-E-S-S-O N

So | have a bunch of m xed notes here.

Being a resident of Portsnouth, I wish this was
entering into Burrillville. 1'd have no concern
nyself. But we can't have that attitude of not in

our backyard.

My question is this, I've lived through
two wind turbines in the town of Portsnouth. The
first one failed inside of a thousand hours. And
t hat dunped a |l ot of material on the ground around
t he turbi ne, which the Town owned. That second
one, it's also failed. Wat is DEM going to do to
notify the people that a hazard happened? Ckay.

In the last -- in the last two turbine
failures, we've had | arge supplies of |ubricant
t hat have sprayed out. | have photos of the
turbines. There's no notification to the town.

In light of that, what notification wl|l

Rhode | sl and DEM use to informthe people in the
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town of Portsnmouth of a failure of either a w nd
turbine or any hazard fromthis installation
because it's not if the cable is going to fail,
it's when. GCkay. So what's DEM going to do?

The reason for the question is not for ne
as a resident, as I'm72 years old tal king here
t oni ght, but nore about the children who can't
stand at this m crophone. And the reason | state

it this way is we've heard we have a pristine river

again. |It's better than it was. It never was
good. Fall River still dunps waste into the river.
It conmes down, it still closes, still has a

tendency to cl ose the bay.

Those are layers in the bottom of the
river. The disturbance of this dredging is going
to do that. Do you guys have a cal cul ati on of how
much tonnage of hazard is going to be put into the
wat er colum? Do you have a nethod, as with the
tank farns, you did test borings, so you knew what
the hazards were in the path. Has RI DEM done t hat
testing? Has RI DEM done the testing in extensive
where it's going to |l and base in |Island Park?

You're going to horizontal bore from sone

di stance fromthe beach through anot her hazar dous
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wast e that you just nade the Town cap. Those are
going to be six highways to the river for the six
cables. Are you going to be neasuring the

hazar dous waste? Because when we were told, when
we had to change our septic systens out, that the
wat er noves si deways about a foot a year. And
since 1957, the hazards from|sland Park have been
novi ng to the beach. You' ve now opened a hi ghway
because you' ve done a horizontal bore.

You' ve given -- you' ve taken away the
conpaction that's in the earth that's caused by the
glacier of just tinme, and you're now going to all ow
t he hazards to cone back to the beach. |s DEM
installing nonitoring stations? Are they going to
monitor the water in the dredge area to notify the
resi dents?

Has DEM done an aquatic survey to know
what's out there in the first 12 inches of the top
to knowif it's going to change the aquatic |ife,
the marine life that's in the bay, the nmarine life
that's in the river? Do you have exanpl es of what
a failed cable is going to do, the plasma that's
goi ng to happen at 374,000 volts? 1've got

45 years doing electrical services for the Navy.
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Thirteen thousand five, when that cable actually
failed. At thirteen thousand five, we had fl anes
three stories high. Ganted it was in the air. It

wasn't in the water.

How are you going to -- how are you goi ng
to protect the child that's not here tonight at the
boundary where we transition froma wet cable to
| and? What is that safety zone? How are you goi ng
to protect the residents? RIDEM that's your
requi rement. When thirteen thousand five travels
three stories high, until National Gid finally
gave up, we had a fire for a half an hour. What
are you doing to protect people on the beach from
Fri day, Saturday, Sunday, all through the summer?

DEM s requirenent is to make sure that
can't happen. You're here to protect the people in
the town of Portsnouth, the people fromFall River,
the people from  Tiverton. 13,000 volts is nothing
conpared to 375,000. The problemis they're going
to sit six cables. The distance apart is going to
cause the cable to fail. The water environnent
does it to everything.

What is DEM going to do to protect the

peopl e on the beach, in the water for whatever
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you' ve determ ned the distance is that it's safe?
Is it halfway down the river? 1'd really like to
know from your test borings -- I'd like to see -- |
woul d l'i ke to see your test borings -- | would Ilike

to know what contam nants they are disturbing. |
woul d |I'i ke to know what you think the tonnage of
those -- those disturbed chem cals are when they
dredge the bay and what you believe the inpact is
going to be. Because nowit's not 6 feet down,
it's not clean |like we have today. It goes back
50, 60 years we're going to set the river back
until it gets covered again. Paul Kesson,
Port snout h, Rhode | sl and.

MR, GAGNON: Any further public coment?

( NO RESPONSE)

MR, GAGNON: oi ng once. GCkay. Thank you
very much for attending tonight, and this will be
the close of the public comment. As a rem nder, we
w il be accepting witten comments until March 7th.
Thank you.

( MEETI NG ADJOURNED AT 8:14 P. M)
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the foregoing pages are a true and accurate record
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In witness whereof, | hereunto set ny hand

this 13th day of March, 2024.

Comnstag M magpran
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My Conmmi ssion (RI) Expires on 06/ 30/ 2025
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