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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

 
OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE AND INSPECTION 

 
In Re: City of Woonsocket                                       File Nos.:  FILE NO.: OCI-WP-17-132  

                                       X-ref RIPDES Permit RI0100111 
                            RIPDES Pretreatment Program  

                Referral #17-01 
 

                                                                                  AAD No.: 18-005/WRE 

 

CONSENT AGREEMENT 

 

A. INTENT & PURPOSE 
This Agreement is entered by and between the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management (“RIDEM”) and the City of Woonsocket (“Respondent”). 
This Agreement is entered in accordance with Section 42-17.1-2 et seq. of the Rhode 
Island General Laws (“R.I. Gen. Laws”) for the purpose of resolving the alleged 
violations set forth in a Notice of Violation (“NOV”) issued to Respondent by RIDEM 
on 10 July 2018. 

 
B. STIPULATED FACTS 

(1) WHEREAS, Respondent owns and operates a wastewater treatment facility located   
on Cumberland Hill Road in Woonsocket, Rhode Island (the “Facility”). 

(2) On 18 September 2008, RIDEM issued to Respondent Rhode Island Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System Permit No. RI0100111 (the “Permit”), which became 
effective on 1 October 2008.  This permit was reissued on 24 October 2017, which 
became effective 1 January 2018.  The Permit authorizes Respondent to discharge 
treated wastewater from the Facility to Blackstone River. 

(3) WHEREAS, on 10 July 2018, RIDEM issued a NOV  to  Respondent  alleging certain 
violations of the Permit and Rhode Island's Water Pollution Act, Water Quality 
Regulations (250-RICR-150-05-1) (the “Water Quality Regulations”) and Regulations 
for the Rhode Island Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (250-RICR-150-10-1) 
(the “RIPDES Regulations”). 

(4) WHEREAS, Respondent filed an appeal of the NOV with AAD.  

(5) WHEREAS, Respondent submitted to RIDEM a communication protocol on 9 
November 2020 to comply with the Order section of the NOV (the “Communication 
Protocol”).  The protocol is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Attachment A. 
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(6) WHEREAS, RIDEM has approved the Communication Protocol. 

(7) WHEREAS, the Administrative Adjudication Division is a division of RIDEM. 
 

(8) WHEREAS, in lieu of proceeding to an administrative adjudicatory hearing on the NOV 
and to effect a timely and amicable resolution of the NOV, RIDEM and Respondent 
hereby agree that it is in the best interest of the parties and in the public interest to resolve 
the issues raised in the NOV. 

 
(9) WHEREAS, RIDEM finds that this Agreement is a reasonable and fair settlement and 

adequately protects the public interest in accordance with Rhode Island's Water 
Pollution Act, Water Quality Regulations and RIPDES Regulations. 

 
(10) WHEREAS, Respondent finds this Agreement reasonable and fair and enters into this 

Agreement with full knowledge and understanding of its terms. 
 

C. AGREEMENT 

(1) JURISDICTION – RIDEM has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Agreement 
and has personal jurisdiction over Respondent. 

 
(2) FORCE and EFFECT – This Agreement shall have the full force and effect of a final 

compliance order issued after a full hearing on the merits pursuant to the Administrative 
Procedures Act, R.I. Gen. Laws Section 42-35-1 et seq. and R.I. Gen. Laws Section 42-
17.7-1 et seq. from which no timely appeal was taken, and which is enforceable in 
Superior Court in accordance with R.I. Gen. Laws Section 42-17.1-2(21)(vi). 

 
(3) APPLICATION – The provisions of this Agreement shall apply to and be binding upon 

RIDEM, Respondent and its agents, servants, employees, successors, assigns and all 
persons, firms and corporations acting under, through and for Respondent in the 
performance of work relating to or impacting the requirements of this Agreement. 

 
(4) PENALTY – Respondent shall pay to RIDEM $31,000 in administrative penalties 

assessed as follows: 
 

(a) Upon execution of the Agreement by Respondent, Respondent shall deposit 
$31,000 into the account managed by the Woonsocket Stormwater Task Force to 
be used for one or more projects to improve the water quality of Blackstone River 
in accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) entered into between 
RIDEM, Respondent and the Blackstone River Coalition executed in September 
2011. The MOA is attached hereto and incorporated herein as Attachment B; and 

(b) Penalties that Respondent agrees to pay in this Agreement are penalties payable to 
and for the benefit of the State of Rhode Island and are not compensation for actual 
pecuniary loss. 
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D. COMPLIANCE 
 

(1) EFFECT OF COMPLIANCE – Compliance with and fulfillment of this Agreement 
shall be deemed to resolve all issues raised in the NOV. 

 
(2) COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER APPLICABLE LAWS – Compliance with the terms 

of this Agreement does not relieve Respondent of any obligation to comply with any 
other applicable laws or regulations administered by, through or for RIDEM or any 
other governmental entity. 

 
(3) ADDITIONAL ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS – Upon a determination by the Director 

that there is a threat to the public health or the environment, or upon discovery of any 
new information, RIDEM reserves the right to take additional enforcement actions as 
provided by statute or regulation, including, but not limited to, the issuance of 
“Immediate Compliance Orders” as authorized by R.I. Gen. Laws Section 42-17.1- 
2(21). This Agreement shall not restrict any right to hearing or other right available by 
statute or regulation that Respondent may have regarding any new enforcement action 
commenced by RIDEM after the execution of this Agreement. 

 
(4) FUTURE ACTIVITIES AND UNKNOWN CONDITIONS – This Agreement shall 

not operate to shield Respondent from liability arising from future activities, as of the 
date of execution of this Agreement. 

 
(5) SCOPE OF THE AGREEMENT – The scope of the Agreement is limited to violations 

alleged in the NOV. 
 

(6) NOTICE AND COMMUNICATION – Communications regarding this Agreement 
shall be directed to: 

 
David E. Chopy, Administrator 
RIDEM Office of Compliance and Inspection  
235 Promenade Street 
Providence, RI 02908-5767 
401-222-1360 ext. 77400 
david.chopy@dem.ri.gov  

 
Joseph J. LoBianco, Esquire 
RIDEM Office of Legal Services 
235 Promenade Street 
Providence, RI 02908-5767 
401-222-6607 
joseph.lobianco@dem.ri.gov  
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John DeSimone, Esquire 
City of Woonsocket Law Department  
160 Main Street 
Woonsocket, RI 02895-4379 
401-767-9201 
jdesimone@woonsocketri.org  
 
Christian F. Capizzo, Esq. 
Partridge Snow & Hah, LLP 
40 Westminster Street, Suite 1100 
Providence, RI 02903 
401-861-8200 
ccapizzo@psh.com  

    
Steven D’Agostino, Director of Public Works 
City of Woonsocket 
160 Main Street 
Woonsocket, RI 02895-4379 
401-767-9213 
sdagostino@woonsocketri.org  

  

All communications regarding compliance with this Agreement shall be forwarded to 
the above-referenced addressees by certified mail. 

 
(7) EFFECTIVE DATE – This Agreement shall be deemed entered as of the date of 

execution by all parties. 
 

 

 

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned consent to this Agreement in substance and 
in form. 

 
City of Woonsocket  
 
By:  
Steven D’Agostino, Director of Public Works 
City of Woonsocket 

 
Dated: __________ 

 
 

State of Rhode Island, Department of Environmental 
Management 

 
 

By: ____ 
David E. Chopy, Administrator 
RIDEM Office of Compliance and Inspection 

 
 

            Dated:  _______________________________________ 
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