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Winter is here, and cold weather means lots of great outdoor activities for the whole family,
including ice fishing. When you are properly prepared, ice fishing can provide an action-packed
day of fishing and fun. In Rhode Island, there are several different species of fish that are
available to the ice angler. Trout, Atlantic salmon and Northern pike provide for an excellent
winter fishing experience.

This week DEM’s Division of Fish & Wildlife finished stocking about 200 surplus domestic
Atlantic salmon broodstock in five ponds throughout the state in anticipation of the winter ice-
fishing season. These include Olney Pond in Lincoln, Stafford Pond in Tiverton, Barber Pond in
South Kingstown, Meadowbrook Pond in Richmond, and Carbuncle Pond in Coventry. The
salmon, mostly between five and 12 pounds each, are from the US Fish and Wildlife Service's
Nashua National Fish Hatchery. Winter trout stocking also took place during the same time
period, with trout stocked in Barbers Pond, Meadowbrook Pond, Carbuncle Pond, and Olney
Pond in Lincoln Woods. Northern pike can be found in five area ponds including Stump Pond
and Johnson’s Pond in Coventry; Worden’s Pond in South Kingstown; Chapman’s Pond in
Westerly; and Waterman’s Reservoir in Glocester.

Ice Fishing Training Program to Be Offered January 24 and January 31 at Carolina Trout
Hatchery

DEM’s Aquatic Resource Education Program will offer two half-day Family Ice Fishing
Training workshops on Saturday, Jan. 24 and Jan. 31 at the Carolina Trout Hatchery from 9 a.m.
to noon. The workshops will review the equipment needed to have a successful ice fishing day,
demonstrate how to use an auger and set up a fishing rig, and cover ice and cold-weather safety.
Ice permitting, after the instruction participants will have a hands-on fishing experience on a
pond stocked with fish. A limited number of spaces are available for the January 31 workshop.
Registration is required. Cost is $10 per person or $5 each for families of three or more. Call
Kimberly Sullivan at DEM’s Division of Fish & Wildlife at 789-0281 to register or for more
information.



Ice Fishing Basics

e A current fishing license and a Trout Conservation Stamp are required to keep or possess
salmon or trout. The daily creel and possession limit is a total of two per day of salmon or trout,
and two per day of pike.

e Be sure to bring plenty of warm clothing. Hypothermia and frostbite can happen very quickly
and the best defense is to be prepared. It is often a good idea to wear flotation under your warm
clothing.

e Basic equipment for ice fishing can include an ice auger or drill; an ice dipper for scooping out
a hole; a chair on which to sit; a container for fish; a trash bag for litter; and a rod, reel and
tackle.

e Before venturing out on the ice make sure you are prepared. Be sure that ice is at least six
inches thick. DEM provides ice safety information for Lincoln Woods, Goddard and
Meshanticut State Parks on its 24-hour Ice Information telephone line, 222-2632.

e DEM’s Division of Parks and Recreation has an ice safety guide that can be found on its
website, www.riparks.com, under Hot Topics on the homepage. Developed by DEM's Ice Safety
Committee, the guide has safety tips, information on ice strength, and information on what to do
if a person were to fall through the ice.

Interviews:

Kimberly Sullivan, Aquatic Resource Education Coordinator, DEM Division of Fish & Wildlife,
provided safety tips that ice anglers can follow to ensure a safe and enjoyable winter fishing
experience, including ice safety, need to wear warm clothing etc.

Allen Williams, an instructor for the Family Ice Fishing Workshop and a staff member in DEM’s
Division of Fish & Wildlife, talked about the different types of equipment needed for ice fishing

and demonstrated how to set up a rig, use an auger to cut through the ice, and provide ice fishing

tips.

Visuals:
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http://www.riparks.com/IceSafety.htm

