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11/14/07 Community Workshop
Building a Community Network for Environmental Justice
Raw Material from Café Tables

Discussion #1: Network is best composed of whom? How do we activate
the network?

Nature of the Organization
=  How is this funded?
= This issue needs a permanent infrastructure...EJ League of Rhode Island or a
University Institute, (like Phil Brown) with service programs and environmental
programs

Membership includes
Programs
= lLead programs
" Hospitals/Universities
® Health housing collaborative
= Recreation centers
= Y’s, youth how to reach high school kids
=  Boy’s and Girl’s Clubs
=  Traditional Environmental groups

Networks
®= Housing network of RI
= CDC’s

®=  Town Planners Association

= Faith Community

= Affordable Housing Task Forces
= Cultural Groups (ethnic)

=  Nosy neighbors

= Neighborhood Associations

Other Entities
= Poverty Institute
= Community Centers
=  Day Care Centers
= Recycling Nazi’s

Obijectives
= Community education/information/awareness
= Determine: who are the entities that will be involved in the conversation about a
site?
= |dentify groups within the community affected
= Determine how students can help
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Discussion #2: Tell us how DEM can better explain itself to the
Community...help the community get under the hood

Reaching the Public

What is the trigger to get the public motivated?

Get inside DEM

New Name for DEM so the public can fully understand scope and roles
Distinguish: What do you call DEM for? What do you call others for?

Publicize friendly /helpful face of DEM (should not fear loss of property if you
investigate

Definition of all DEM and EJ terms

Getting the Message out

Advertise = community events, fliers, and handouts; bus signs...DEM is not just
hunting and fishing

Make an example of “bad” behavior

Provide new position for community organizations to do environmental education
work (40K)?

Work with 2-1-1 to educate operators on EJ issues and response protocol
Engage pre-existing networks

Work with contractors and developers

Present at homeownership classes held by the CDC

Discussion #3: Specifically, how can DEM better help you, help your
communities engage?

Raise awareness and convey messages via a public campaign

Focus on people matter — demonstrate impact, track record of DEM on behalf of
people

Basic information for elementary education and all ages

Conduct the primary social /public campaign about DEM’s capability. Show
relevance to how DEM is important to where you live and how you live and how
DEM can make an impact...Build on past success track record

Present the blue print or road map on how to engage DEM in this...Show people
where the regulations can serve their issue priority
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