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Background on Draft PolicyBackground on Draft Policy
•• Springfield Street School decisionSpringfield Street School decision
•• Commitment to convene stakeholders on Commitment to convene stakeholders on 

environmental justiceenvironmental justice
•• 6 stakeholder meetings so far: 11/06 6 stakeholder meetings so far: 11/06 –– 5/07;  5/07;  

another one planned for December 2007 another one planned for December 2007 
(facilitated by (facilitated by New CommonsNew Commons) ) 

•• End product = July 2007 draft policy for End product = July 2007 draft policy for 
Considering Env. Justice in the Review of Considering Env. Justice in the Review of 
Investigation & Remediation of Contaminated Investigation & Remediation of Contaminated 
PropertiesProperties



Environmental EquityEnvironmental Equity
•• Statutory Language:Statutory Language:

–– §§ 2323--19.1419.14--55 Environmental equity and public Environmental equity and public 
participation. participation. –– (a) The department of environmental (a) The department of environmental 
management shall consider the effects that cleanmanagement shall consider the effects that clean--ups ups 
would have on the populations surrounding each site would have on the populations surrounding each site 
and shall consider the issues of environmental equity and shall consider the issues of environmental equity 
for low income and racial minority populations. The for low income and racial minority populations. The 
department of environmental management will department of environmental management will 
develop and implement a process to ensure develop and implement a process to ensure 
community involvement throughout the investigation community involvement throughout the investigation 
and remediation of contaminated sites.and remediation of contaminated sites.



Lessons LearnedLessons Learned 
From Stakeholder DiscussionFrom Stakeholder Discussion

•• People not familiar with DEMPeople not familiar with DEM
•• Many may delegate issue to a few Many may delegate issue to a few 

““championschampions””
•• Little background in environmental issuesLittle background in environmental issues
•• History of land use and other social issues History of land use and other social issues 

that may impact a site remediation projectthat may impact a site remediation project



New Policy ApproachNew Policy Approach
•• Level I:  Statutory Outreach RequirementsLevel I:  Statutory Outreach Requirements
•• Level II: Enhanced Notice/OutreachLevel II: Enhanced Notice/Outreach
•• Level III: Public MeetingLevel III: Public Meeting
•• Level IV: Significant, Continuing Level IV: Significant, Continuing 

Community ConcernsCommunity Concerns
•• Level V:  Networking and Capacity Level V:  Networking and Capacity 

BuildingBuilding



Level I Outreach: Core Notification Level I Outreach: Core Notification 
Requirements at ALL SITESRequirements at ALL SITES

Notice to Abutters when Investigation is 
Initiated

Notice to Abutters when Investigation is 
Complete

Due Diligence. 
Notice and Workshop for Sensitive Reuse



EJ CommunitiesEJ Communities
•• How We Defined:  The percent of the block group How We Defined:  The percent of the block group 

that is minority that is minority oror the percent of the block group the percent of the block group 
that is lowthat is low--income (under 2x Federal Poverty income (under 2x Federal Poverty 
Level) are high enough to rank in the top 15% of Level) are high enough to rank in the top 15% of 
block groups Stateblock groups State--widewide. . 

•• Map of EJ areas can be found at: Map of EJ areas can be found at: 
http://www.dem.ri.gov/maps/index.htmhttp://www.dem.ri.gov/maps/index.htm
(Click on (Click on EnvirEnvir. Resource Map. Resource Map and then and then ‘‘EnvEnv. . 
Justice ZonesJustice Zones’’ under under ‘‘Regulatory OverlaysRegulatory Overlays’’ folder)folder)

http://www.dem.ri.gov/maps/index.htm




Is the Site in an EJ Community?Is the Site in an EJ Community?

• NO -

No Automatic 
Escalation at 
this Point

• YES-

Expanded 
Outreach
(applies only to 
new sites as of 
7/31/07)



Level II: Expanded OutreachLevel II: Expanded Outreach
• Expanded Materials:

– Info on DEM
• “What is DEM” Fact Sheet?

– Info on Site Remediation Program
• Brownfields, Turning Bad Places into Good Spaces 

(in both English & Spanish)
• http://www.uri.edu/ce/wq/has/PDFs/brownfields_englishwithc 

over.pdf
– Fact Sheet on Site

• Posting Information -Try to identify places where 
people may gather/meet near site 

• Notice to Elected Local Officials

http://www.uri.edu/ce/wq/has/PDFs/brownfields_englishwithcover.pdf
http://www.uri.edu/ce/wq/has/PDFs/brownfields_englishwithcover.pdf


Expanded Outreach (cont.)Expanded Outreach (cont.)
• Signage at Site:

– Connecticut Criteria
– 1) shall be at least four feet by six feet; 
– 2) shall be posted for at least 30 days, 
– 3) shall be maintained in legible condition; 
– 4) shall be clearly visible from the nearest public highway/road; 
– 5) shall include the name/phone number/address of an individual from whom any 

interested person may obtain information about the site or remediation; and 
– 6) shall be the responsibility of the owner or responsible party/parties.

• Information Repository Established On Request 
(Electronic and/or Hard Copy)
– Great example - Gorham Site 
– Request electronic submissions



Expanded Outreach (cont.)Expanded Outreach (cont.)
 Putting the Policy into PracticePutting the Policy into Practice

 Kilmartin Realty Kilmartin Realty --
 

413 Roosevelt Ave, Central Falls413 Roosevelt Ave, Central Falls



Level III: Public MeetingsLevel III: Public Meetings
• Commitment to Hold 

Initial Meeting on any 
Site on Request:

– In community
– Convenient to 

residents
– Translator (if needed)

• Meetings Organized by DEM 
with Clear Requirements and 
Objectives:

– Set up for participative 
dialog

– Coordinated with 
community champion (if 
available)

– Meeting results & follow up 
must be clear and 
documented



Level IV: Additional Outreach Level IV: Additional Outreach 
if Significant Interest in Site if Significant Interest in Site 

or Projector Project 
SiteSite--Specific Further EnhancementsSpecific Further Enhancements

•• Develop a Develop a ‘‘Community Involvement PlanCommunity Involvement Plan’’
•• Hold Further Community Meetings Hold Further Community Meetings 
•• Convene Citizen Advisory PanelConvene Citizen Advisory Panel
•• Engagement of Technical Assistance Engagement of Technical Assistance 

ResourcesResources



Level V OutreachLevel V Outreach
•• Capacity Building in the CommunityCapacity Building in the Community
•• Building Networks in Urban Building Networks in Urban 

CommunitiesCommunities
•• Educational WorkshopsEducational Workshops
•• Community Environmental Community Environmental 

Leadership DevelopmentLeadership Development
-- Organizational and Advocacy SkillsOrganizational and Advocacy Skills



Issues Identified During Dialogs Issues Identified During Dialogs 
on Draft Policyon Draft Policy

•• Participation vs. Participation vs. 
DelegationDelegation

•• Scope of DialogScope of Dialog
•• TimingTiming

Issues Raised by Issues Raised by 
DEM Staff: DEM Staff: 

•• Who does what Who does what 
and when?and when?

•• Ramifications of Ramifications of 
NonNon--ComplianceCompliance



Larger Thematic IssuesLarger Thematic Issues
•• Increasing awareness about DEMIncreasing awareness about DEM’’s s 

responsibilities and programs (especially in responsibilities and programs (especially in 
urban communities). urban communities). 

•• Enhancing our ability to communicate with Enhancing our ability to communicate with 
Limited English Proficiency (LEP) populations.Limited English Proficiency (LEP) populations.

•• Ensuring compliance with federal law/EPA Ensuring compliance with federal law/EPA 
regulations regulations –– e.g. developing EJ grievance e.g. developing EJ grievance 
procedure.procedure.

•• How do we address/consider cumulative How do we address/consider cumulative 
impacts?impacts?



DEM Presentations on DEM Presentations on 
Draft PolicyDraft Policy

•• 7/31/07: 7/31/07: DEM StaffDEM Staff
•• 9/25/07: 9/25/07: Consultant WorkshopConsultant Workshop
•• 10/18/07: 10/18/07: DEM Business & Environmental Roundtable DEM Business & Environmental Roundtable 
•• 10/22/07: 10/22/07: Brown University Brown University –– MPH ProgramMPH Program
•• 11/1/07: 11/1/07: NBA Developers Roundtable NBA Developers Roundtable 
•• 11/8/07:11/8/07: RI Society of Environmental Professionals RI Society of Environmental Professionals 
•• 11/14/07:11/14/07: Community WorkshopCommunity Workshop
•• 11/14/07:11/14/07: Municipal WorkshopMunicipal Workshop
•• 11/15/07:11/15/07: US EPA Region 1US EPA Region 1



Next StepsNext Steps
•• Start Implementation (August 2007)Start Implementation (August 2007)
•• Track and Report EffortsTrack and Report Efforts

–– 42% of new notifications in mapped EJ areas42% of new notifications in mapped EJ areas
•• WorkshopsWorkshops

–– Consultants/AttorneysConsultants/Attorneys
–– MunicipalitiesMunicipalities
–– Community GroupsCommunity Groups

•• Reconvene Stakeholders in December Reconvene Stakeholders in December 
20072007



Geographic Distribution of Six Geographic Distribution of Six 
New EJ Sites (as of 11/7/07)New EJ Sites (as of 11/7/07)



For More InformationFor More Information……..

•• Stakeholder website (includes draft policy):Stakeholder website (includes draft policy):
www.dem.ri.gov/envequity/index.htmwww.dem.ri.gov/envequity/index.htm

•• Stakeholder Stakeholder BlogBlog: : 
http://environequity.blogspot.com/http://environequity.blogspot.com/

•• Map of EJ areas can be found at: Map of EJ areas can be found at: 
http://http://www.dem.ri.gov/maps/index.htmwww.dem.ri.gov/maps/index.htm
(Click on (Click on EnvirEnvir. Resource Map. Resource Map and then and then EnvEnv. . 
Justice Zones under Regulatory Overlays Justice Zones under Regulatory Overlays 
folder)folder)

http://www.dem.ri.gov/envequity/index.htm
http://environequity.blogspot.com/
http://www.dem.ri.gov/maps/index.htm
http://www.dem.ri.gov/maps/index.htm


Terrence GrayTerrence Gray 
RI DEMRI DEM 

terry.gray@dem.ri.govterry.gray@dem.ri.gov


	����2007 Draft Policy: �Considering Environmental Justice in the Regulation of Contaminated Sites��Terrence Gray, RI DEM�November 2007
	Background on Draft Policy
	Environmental Equity
	Lessons Learned�From Stakeholder Discussion
	New Policy Approach
	Level I Outreach: Core Notification Requirements at ALL SITES
	EJ Communities
	Slide Number 8
	Is the Site in an EJ Community?
	Level II: Expanded Outreach
	Expanded Outreach (cont.)
	Expanded Outreach (cont.)�Putting the Policy into Practice�Kilmartin Realty - 413 Roosevelt Ave, Central Falls 
	Level III: Public Meetings
	�Level IV: Additional Outreach if Significant Interest in Site or Project �Site-Specific Further Enhancements
	Level V Outreach
	Issues Identified During Dialogs on Draft Policy
	Larger Thematic Issues
	 DEM Presentations on �Draft Policy
	Next Steps	
	Geographic Distribution of Six New EJ Sites (as of 11/7/07)
	For More Information….�
	Terrence Gray�RI DEM�terry.gray@dem.ri.gov

