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What Is FSMA?

RIDEM Division of Agriculture

Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA)

ü Signed into law in 2011

üFirst comprehensive federal food safety law in 
over 70 years

Need for a National Food Safety Regulation: 

üAnnual CDC data shows:

ü 48 million sick

ü 128,000 hospitalized

ü 3,000 deaths

üCause: foodborne disease

üPreventable public health burden

üUniform standards across the industry



Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA)

ÅPresident Obama signed into law on Jan. 4, 2011

ÅResponsibility of FDA to implement
ÅEnables FDA to better protect public health by strengthening the food safety system. 

ÅInvolves FDA partnership with state and local authorities

ÅBased on prevention and risk-based food safety standards

ÅProvides FDA with enforcement authorities 
ÅAchieve higher rates of compliance

ÅHolds imported foods to the same standards as domestic food
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Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA)

Contains 7 major Rules:

1. Current Good Manufacturing Practice and Hazard Analysis and Risk-Based Controls for Human Food (2015)

2. Current Good Manufacturing Practice and Hazard Analysis and Risk-Based Controls for Animal Food (2015)

3. Standards for Growing, Harvesting, Packing and Holding of Produce for Human Consumption (2016)

4. Foreign Supplier Verification Programs (FSVP) for Importers of Food for Humans and Animals (2015)

5. Accredited Third Party Certification (2015)

6. Sanitary Transportation of Human and Animal Food (2016)

7. Mitigation Strategies to Protect Food Against Intentional Adulteration (2016)
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Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA)

FDA Compliance Date Extensions
Compliance Date Extensions for Four of FSMA Rules:

1. Preventive Controls for Human Food*

2. Preventive Controls for Food for Animals*

3. Produce Safety Final Rule ïAgricultural Water, earliest compliance date January 26, 2022

4. Foreign Supplier Verification Programs (FSVP)*

*For all other rules, provisions concerning written customer assurances are 
extended 2 years from original compliance date

ÅE.g. Manufacturer must obtain written assurance from customer that food will be 
processed according to applicable food safety requirements
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Produce Safety Rule

C5!Ωǎ tǊƻŘǳŎŜ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ǊǳƭŜ establishes, for the first time, science-based 
minimum standards for the safe growing, harvesting, packing, and 
holding of fruits and vegetables grown for human consumption. 
ÅEffective January 26, 2016. 

ÅFirst time produce is regulated and inspected on farms
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Agency Transfer

ÅRI Department of Health (RIDOH) was the grantee agency for FY17 
and FY18

ÅRI Legislation in 2017 transferred authority to RIDEM

ÅFDA Cooperative Agreement transferred from the RIDOH to the 
RIDEMςDivision of Agriculture, effective July 1 2018 (FY19 ςFY21). 
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RIDEM Division of Agriculture

RIDEM Division of Agriculture

ÅProduce Safety

ÅGood Agricultural Practices

ÅAnimal Health and Welfare

ÅMarketing and Promotion

ÅLASA and Farm Viability Grants

ÅFarm Energy Grants

ÅPesticide Regulation

ÅWetlands Permitting

ÅComposting Registration

ÅOrganic Certification

ÅFarmland Designation

ÅAgricultural and Consumer Protection 
Standards

ÅConsumer Protection

ÅInvasive Pest and Disease Monitoring

ÅMosquito Abatement

ÅSaltmarsh Restoration Projects

List of Programs and Services



Produce Safety Education & Training 

RI Good Agricultural Practices (GAP)
ÅProgram established by RIDEM/URI over a decade ago

ÅVoluntary certification program 

ÅAudited annually

ÅFocuses on food safety practices during growing, harvesting, 
processing and transporting produce

ÅRI GAP program Key Components:

ÅApplication of manure

Å Irrigation water

ÅWorker hygiene practices

ÅSanitation practices

ÅCurrently 29 farms certified
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building a food system 
that benefits our families, 
communities, businesses, 
and economy.

An actionable vision for 

food in Rhode Island



Northeast Economic Engine
Agriculture, Forest Products and Commercial Fishing

A recent study by Farm Credit East



Average Direct Market Sales per Farm

ºConnecticut, $27,072 per farm, 1 st

ºMassachusetts, $25,356 per farm, 2 nd

ºRhode Island, $25,270 per farm, 3 rd

ºNew Hampshire, $13,615 per farm, 5 th

ºVermont, $15,541 per farm, 8 th

ºMaine, $10,803 per farm, 12 th

USDA Census of Agriculture 2007

2012 USDA Census of Agriculture

New England States Rankings
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Food Miles

ÅNational average 1300 ς
1600miles from farm to 
consumer

ÅCA produces 55-60% of all 
produce in the US

Food milesis a term which refers to the 
distance food is transported from the time 
of its production until it reaches the 
consumer



Produce Safety is Market Driven
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Wegmans Food Markets
ά¢ƘŜ C5! ώCƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 5ǊǳƎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴϐ CƻƻŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ aƻŘŜǊƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ 
exemption for small farms, but we believe that rigorous food safety standards should 
ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŦŀǊƳǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘΦέ - Bill Pool, Food Safety Manager

Sid Wainer& Son® follows all FSMA guidelines
ά!ƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŦŀǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǾŜƴŘƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŦƻƻŘ 
safety standards, Sid Wainer& Son® works with them to put the right processes in place 
to ensure that customers receive the safest quality food without breaking the cold 
ŎƘŀƛƴΦέ ςsidwainer.com



Produce Safety Outbreaks 2018
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Pre-Cut Melon Outbreak
Å Multistate outbreak of Salmonella Adelaide infections linked to pre-cut melon

Å Recall on fresh cut watermelon, honeydew melon, cantaloupe, and fruit medley products 
containing these melons

Å Resulted in:
Å 77 cases in 9 states
Å 36 hospitalizations
Å No deaths

Romaine Lettuce Outbreak
Å Multistate outbreak of E. coli O157:H7 due to romaine lettuce sourced from Yuma growing region
Å Resulted in:

Å 210 people in 36 states ill
Å 96 hospitalizations
Å 5 deaths

Å Traceback investigation found presence of outbreak E. coli strain in canal water in the Yuma 
growing region

CDC, 2018

CDC, 2018


