
Introduction to Introduction to 
the the 

RI Model SWPPP RI Model SWPPP 



RI Model SWPPPRI Model SWPPP

• Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
• CONSTRUCTION Site Specific
• Details erosion and sediment control measures 

and best management practices (BMPs)
•• Template format for easy:Template format for easy:

–– PreparationPreparation
–– ReviewReview
–– Field UseField Use



ApplicabilityApplicability

In accordance with the RIDEM Rhode Island 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(RIPDES) General Permit for Stormwater 
Discharge Associated with Construction 
Activity (RIPDES CGPRIPDES CGP), projects that disturb 
one (1) or more acres require the preparation 
of a site-specific SWPPP. 



ApplicabilityApplicability

Any project that must follow the Rhode Island 
Stormwater Design and Implementation ManualStormwater Design and Implementation Manual, 
must follow the Minimum Standards.

Minimum Standard 10Minimum Standard 10 requires a Construction 
Site Erosion and Sediment Control (ESC) Plan for 
construction projects disturbing LESS than 1 acre or 
a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for 
construction projects disturbing ≥ 1 acre.



Applicability Applicability 
• Fresh Water Wetlands (FWW)

• Water Quality Certification (WQC)

• Underground Injection Control (UIC) 
• Rhode Island Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (RIPDES) Programs 
• Coastal Resources Management Program 

Section 300.6
All require the use of the new Stormwater Design All require the use of the new Stormwater Design 

and Installation Standards Manualand Installation Standards Manual



SDISM SDISM 
Stormwater Management Plan Stormwater Management Plan 

Component Design Standard, Guidance

Application Forms
DEM Permitting Program Appli’n
SDISM Appendix A

Stormwater Site Planning, 
Analysis, and Design Report

SDISM Min Standards 1-6, 8-9
SDISM Appendices B,C, F, I, K

ESC Plan (<1 acre)
SWPPP (≥1 acre)

SDISM Min Standard 10
RI ModelRI Model SWPPPSWPPP

Operation & Maintenance 
Plan

SDISM Min Standards 7, 11
SDISM Appendices G, E



AdvantagesAdvantages
•• OwnersOwners

– Easier & faster ( = less $$$) to create
– access to free technical assistance from DEM's Office of 

Technical and Customer Assistance and URI’s Center for 
Pollution Prevention

•• OperatorsOperators
– better preparation for RIDEM inspections
– the ability to promptly correct environmental violations 
– preventing an enforcement action 

•• RegulatorsRegulators
– Easier & faster to review
– Clear legal stakeholders - Owner & Operator must sign 

Certifications



Where is the RI Model SWPPP Where is the RI Model SWPPP 
located?located?

• OWR has developed a website for the 
Coordinated Stormwater Permitting Program

http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/
benviron/water/permits/swcoord/index.htmbenviron/water/permits/swcoord/index.htm





Overview ofOverview of
RI Model SWPPPRI Model SWPPP

• Format

• Key Elements

• Questions & Answers



1.8 Natural Heritage Area Information
Each project authorized under the RIPDES Construction General Permit must determine 

if the site is within or directly discharges to a Natural Heritage Area (NHA) by 
reviewing RIDEM NHA maps to determine if there are natural heritage areas on or 
near the construction site. See the RIDEM Notice of Intent instructions (Section V).

Are there any Natural Heritage Areas being disturbed by the construction activity or will 
discharges be directed to the Natural Heritage Area as a result of the construction 
activity? 

Yes No

If yes, describe or refer to documentation which determines the likelihood of an impact 
on this area and the steps that will be taken to address any impacts.

INSERT TEXT HERE

FormatFormat
Blue Italics

FYI for Preparers –
Delete information

in final SWPPP
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in final SWPPP

Black Text
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in final SWPPP

Black Text
Preparer must 
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in final SWPPP



Key ElementsKey Elements

• Certification Pages – Owner & Operator

• Introduction & Resources

• Section 1: Site Description

• Section 2: Erosion and Sedimentation Control

• Section 3: Good Housekeeping



Key ElementsKey Elements

• Section 4: Protection of Post-Construction BMPs

• Section 5: Maintenance, Inspections, & 
Corrective Actions

• Section 6: Amendments

• Section 7: Recordkeeping

• Section 8: Party Certifications



Owner & OperatorOwner & Operator
CERTIFICATIONCERTIFICATION

I certify under penalty of lawI certify under penalty of law that this document and all 
attachments were prepared under the direction or supervision 
in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gather and evaluate the information 
submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who 
manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for 
gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete.

I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting 
false information, including the possibility of fine and 
imprisonment for knowing violations. I am aware that it is I am aware that it is 
the responsibility of the owner/ operator to the responsibility of the owner/ operator to 
implement and amend the SWPPP as appropriateimplement and amend the SWPPP as appropriate
in accordance with the requirements of the RIPDES 
Construction General Permit.



INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

• This Construction Site Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) has been prepared for OWNER/COMPANY NAME 
for the PROJECT NAME . 

• The purpose of erosion and sedimentation best management 
practices (BMPs) is to prevent pollutants from leaving the 
construction site 

•• Even if practices are correctly installed on a Even if practices are correctly installed on a 
site according to the approved plan, the site site according to the approved plan, the site 
is only in compliance when erosion and is only in compliance when erosion and 
sedimentation are effectively controlled sedimentation are effectively controlled 
throughout the entire site.throughout the entire site.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCESADDITIONAL RESOURCES

• Web links to:
– RIDEM

• OWR, RIPDES, NHP, Maps
– Standards & Specs 

• Stormwater D&I Manual
• Erosion & Sediment Control Handbook
• RIDOT Standard Specs (Blue Book)

– NRCS Soil Survey
– EPA 

• NPDES SWPPP
• Stormwater BMPs



SECTION 1SECTION 1
SITE DESCRIPTIONSITE DESCRIPTION

• Project Name, Location
• Sequence of Construction Activity
• Existing & Proposed Soils, Slopes, Veg, Drainage
• Construction Site Estimates
• Receiving Waters 
• Allowable NON-Stormwater Discharges
• Existing Data of Known Discharges
• Natural Heritage Area
• Historic Preservation/Cultural Resources
• Site Features & Sensitive Areas to be Protected
• Site Maps



SECTION 2  SECTION 2  
EROSIONEROSION & SEDIMENT CONTROLS& SEDIMENT CONTROLS

• Minimize Disturbed Area
• Phase Construction Activity
• Phased Clearing/Grubbing
• Monitor Weather
• Stabilization Practices
• Control Stormwater Flow
• Stabilize Soils
• Protect Slopes

The purpose of 
erosion controls 
are to keep the 
sediment from 
moving on to, 
around, and 
leaving the 
construction site.





SECTION 2  SECTION 2  
EROSION & EROSION & SEDIMENTSEDIMENT CONTROLSCONTROLS

• Protect S-Drain Inlets
• Protect S-Drain Outfalls
• Estab. Perimeter Controls
• Retain Sediment On-Site & 

Control Dewatering 
Practices

• Additional BMPs

Sediment control 
BMPs are used as a 
BACK-UP to Erosion 
Controls.  They are 
intended to prevent 
moving sediment 
from leaving the 
construction site





SECTION 3SECTION 3
GOOD HOUSEKEEPINGGOOD HOUSEKEEPING

• Off-site Tracking of Sediments
• Waste Disposal
• Spill Prevention and Control Plan
• Control of Allowable Non-

Stormwater Discharges 
• Establish Proper Building 

Material Staging Areas
• Designate Washout Areas 
• Equipment/Vehicle Fueling 
• Dust Control
• Sweeping
• Additional BMPs

Good 
Housekeeping 
BMPs are used 
to manage the 
daily operations 
and activities of 
a construction 
site. 





SECTION 4SECTION 4
PROTECTION OF POSTPROTECTION OF POST--

CONSTRUCTION CONTROLSCONSTRUCTION CONTROLS

• This section details the measures that will be 
installed to protect permanent or long term 
BMPs as they are installed so that they will 
function properly when they are brought online 
at the end of the construction phase





SECTION 5 SECTION 5 
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE, INSPECTIONS, & , INSPECTIONS, & 

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 
•• Construction shall not commence or continue Construction shall not commence or continue 

until all specified erosion & pollution controls until all specified erosion & pollution controls 
are in place & properly installedare in place & properly installed.  

• Erosion and pollution controls shall be maintained by the 
site operator to the satisfaction of the site owner. 

• Erosion and pollution controls will be cleaned when 
directed by the site operator; after a rainstorm; and/or 
whenever maintenance is required for any BMP

•• Erosion control structures shall remain in Erosion control structures shall remain in 
place until all disturbed earth has been place until all disturbed earth has been 
securely stabilized and accepted by the site securely stabilized and accepted by the site 
owner. owner. 



SECTION 5 SECTION 5 
MAINTENANCEMAINTENANCE, INSPECTIONS, & , INSPECTIONS, & 

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 

Location/Station BMP Description/
Reference Maintenance Requirement Phase

Example:  
Perimeter of entire 
Construction Site

Straw/Hay Bales. 
Chapter Five, Section 
F, RI Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control 
Handbook. Page 5-12

Cleanout of accumulated sediment 
behind the bales is necessary if ½
of the original height of the bales 
becomes filled in with sediment.

Phase I, 
II, 
III, 
IV

Example:  
Construction Site 
Entrance/Exit 

Stone Stabilization 
Pad.
Chapter Five, Section 
D – Construction 
Entrances, RI Soil 
Erosion and Sediment 
Control Handbook. 

The entrance shall be maintained 
in a condition which will prevent 
tracking or flowing of sediment 
onto public right-of-ways. 

Phase I, 
II, 
III, 
IV

INSERT TEXT

TABLES 2.14, 3.11 in Model SWPPPTABLES 2.14, 3.11 in Model SWPPP



SECTION 5 SECTION 5 
MAINTENANCE, MAINTENANCE, INSPECTIONSINSPECTIONS, & , & 

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 
•• All stormwater control measuresAll stormwater control measures…… must be must be 

inspected at leastinspected at least:
– once every 7-calendar days
– and within 24-hours after any storm event which generates 

at least 0.25-inches of precipitation per 24-hour period 
• A separate inspection report with Corrective Action 

Sheet will be prepared for each inspection.
• Each report will be signed and datedsigned and dated by the 

Inspector 
• Each report will be signed and datedsigned and dated by the Site 

Operator 



Appendix FAppendix F
Inspection Inspection 
FormForm



SECTION 5 SECTION 5 
MAINTENANCE, INSPECTIONS, & MAINTENANCE, INSPECTIONS, & 

CORRECTIVE ACTIONSCORRECTIVE ACTIONS

•• Cleaning and maintenance measures shall Cleaning and maintenance measures shall 
commence no later than the next commence no later than the next 
consecutive calendar day after receiving consecutive calendar day after receiving 
notification from the designated site notification from the designated site 
inspectorinspector

•• The corrective action log contained in each The corrective action log contained in each 
inspection report must be completed, signed, and inspection report must be completed, signed, and 
dated by the site operator once all necessary dated by the site operator once all necessary 
repairs have been completed.repairs have been completed.



Appendix FAppendix F
Corrective Corrective 
Action LogAction Log



SECTION 6 SECTION 6 
AMENDMENTSAMENDMENTS

• This SWPPP is intended to be a working document.  It 
is expected that amendments will be required 
throughout the active construction phase of the 
project. 

• Even if practices are installed on a site according Even if practices are installed on a site according 
to the approved plan, the site is only in compliance to the approved plan, the site is only in compliance 
when erosion and sedimentation are effectively when erosion and sedimentation are effectively 
controlled throughout the entire site for the entire controlled throughout the entire site for the entire 
duration of the project.duration of the project.

• All revisions must be recorded in the Record of 
Amendments Log Sheet 



Appendix G Appendix G 
Amendment Amendment 
LogLog



SECTION 7 SECTION 7 
RECORD KEEPINGRECORD KEEPING

It is the site owner and site operator’s 
responsibility to have the documents available
at the construction site and immediately 
available for RIDEM review upon request



SECTION 8 SECTION 8 
PARTY CERTIFICATIONSPARTY CERTIFICATIONS

• All parties working at the project site are 
required to comply with the Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for any 
work that is performed on-site. 

•• I acknowledge that I have read and I acknowledge that I have read and 
understand the terms and conditions of the understand the terms and conditions of the 
SWPPP for the above designated project and SWPPP for the above designated project and 
agree to follow the BMPs and practices agree to follow the BMPs and practices 
described in the SWPPP.described in the SWPPP.



AppendicesAppendices

• Appendix A - General Location Map
• Appendix B - SWPPP Site Maps
• Appendix C - Copy of RIPDES Construction 

General Permit
• Appendix D - Copy of Regulatory Permits
• Appendix E - Copy of RIPDES NOI
• Appendix F - Inspection Reports and 

Corrective Action Log
• Appendix G - Amendment Log



Questions?Questions?

Brian LafailleBrian Lafaille
RIDEM OWR

Model SWPPP co-author

Allison HamelAllison Hamel
RIDOT Environmental

Model SWPPP co-author

Eric BeckEric Beck
RIDEM OWR

RIDPES 


