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            1                 (HEARING COMMENCED AT 6:10 P.M.)

            2                 MR. GAGNON:  I'm going to get started

            3        now.  I'm going to read a short statement into

            4        the record, then we'll proceed with taking public

            5        comment.  Louder?  Okay.

            6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Front row can't

            7        hear.  That's not a good sign.

            8                 MR. GAGNON:  Welcome everyone.  Today's

            9        Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09.  My

           10        name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the Rhode

           11        Island Department of Environmental Management's

           12        Office of Customer and Technical Assistance.

           13                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Excuse me.

           14        We can't hear you.  Do you have a speaker?

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  We don't have --

           16        technical support from the Town is not here.

           17                 MR. GAGNON:  Welcome everyone.  Today is

           18        Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09 p.m.

           19        My name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the

           20        Rhode Island Department of Environmental

           21        Management's Office of Customer and Technical

           22        Assistance.  With me today is Richard Bianculli

           23        from the DEM Office of Legal Services.  Also here

           24        today is Michael Elliott from the Army Corps of

           25        Engineers.
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            1            We are gathered at the Narragansett Town Hall

            2        today regarding a public hearing concerning the

            3        application of Deepwater Wind, LLC, for a
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            4        modification to a State of Rhode Island water

            5        quality certificate and dredge permit in

            6        accordance with the Department's rules and

            7        regulations for dredging and the management of

            8        dredge materials and the State water quality

            9        regulations.

           10            This public hearing is limited to the

           11        modification request submitted on October 17,

           12        2013, to withdraw the landfall installation of

           13        the Block Island transmission system submarine

           14        cable from the Narragansett Town Beach location

           15        and proposes a revised landfall location at the

           16        Scarborough State Beach.

           17            This hearing is being conducted under the

           18        authority of the Administrative Procedures Act,

           19        located under Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws

           20        of Rhode Island.  In accordance with the Act's

           21        requirements, public notices of this hearing were

           22        published in the Narragansett Times and the South

           23        County Independent.  Notice was also posted on

           24        the Department's website.

           25            The purpose of this hearing is to afford
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            1        interested parties an opportunity to comment on

            2        the noted request to a modification of the

            3        application.  This hearing is not intended as a

            4        means of providing a forum for discussion,

            5        debating, arguing or otherwise having any

            6        dialogue at this time with members of the
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            7        Department.  Please, we'd ask that you please be

            8        silent when an individual is making his or her

            9        comments.

           10            Full copies of the application have been

           11        placed in the public library of Narragansett.  We

           12        have also extend the written public comment

           13        period to 4:00 p.m. Monday, December 23rd, 2013.

           14            Previous public hearings were held at the

           15        Narragansett Town Hall on April 24, 2013, at 6:30

           16        p.m. and at the New Shoreham Town Hall on

           17        May 8th, 2013, at 5:30 p.m.

           18            The procedure we will use for those who wish

           19        to speak is as follows:  If you have not done so,

           20        please register in the rear of the auditorium.  I

           21        will call the speakers in order of their

           22        registration.  We will allow approximately five

           23        minutes for each individual to make comments on

           24        the record.  When your name is called, please

           25        come to this podium here and speak clearly and
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            1        slowly so that the stenographer can accurately

            2        transcribe your comments.  Written comments may

            3        also be submitted before or after your

            4        presentation is made.  Please note that if

            5        necessary I'll raise a yellow cardboard sign to

            6        indicate that you have approximately a minute

            7        remaining for your comments.  Then at the end of

            8        the five-minute period, I will raise a cardboard

            9        sign.  We ask that you please respect the time
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           10        limits so that all commenters may be heard.

           11        Thank you for your cooperation.

           12            After the time has elapsed for the submission

           13        of the written comments, the Department will

           14        prepare a written response to all comments and

           15        then we will complete the review process and

           16        issue the final determination.

           17            So at this time, we can now begin the hearing

           18        for the registered speakers.

           19                 MR. BIANCULLI:  The first speaker is

           20        Bill McElroy.

           21                 MR. McELROY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           22        I would like to -- my name is Bill McElroy.  I'm

           23        a commercial fisherman from Galilee, Rhode

           24        Island.  I've been there since 1976.  I'm also

           25        the Chairman of the Fisherman's Advisory Board
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            1        from the Coastal Resources Management Council

            2        which has had many deliberations on this entire

            3        Windmill project.

            4            I'd like to speak in favor of the water

            5        quality permit change.  I think that the

            6        technology on dredging and placement of cables is

            7        well understood and well developed and it should

            8        pose no significant problem to the environment,

            9        and I'm pleased the they've reached out to the

           10        fisherman who work in that area to try to, you

           11        know, mitigate any adverse effects that might

           12        come from that.  I think that's the end of my
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           13        comment.  Thank you.

           14                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Bill.  Next

           15        up we have Bill Penn.

           16                 MR. PENN:  Good evening.  My name Bill

           17        Penn, P-E-N-N.  I am a year-round resident of

           18        Block Island.  Professionally, I'm an

           19        environmental economist and currently am Managing

           20        Director of the Rhode Island Food and Farm Fund,

           21        an organization dedicated to increasing the

           22        locally grown and processed food products here in

           23        the State.

           24            I am strongly in favor of the Scarborough

           25        Beach cable landfall because without that
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            1        landfall the Deepwater Wind Block Island project

            2        will not go forward.

            3            The project for me and Block Island has many

            4        advantages.  Certainly there is economic benefits

            5        and there are environmental benefits.  And let me

            6        address the economic benefits.

            7            Last year we paid on average 54.2 cents per

            8        kilowatt hour for our electricity.  That's almost

            9        five times what people pay on the mainland.  The

           10        analysis of the effect of the cable and the wind

           11        farm is to reduce that cost by about 40 percent.

           12        That means that myself and the 1,800 customers of

           13        the Block Island Power Company are going to have

           14        additional disposable income to spend on goods

           15        and services here in Rhode Island.   Collectively
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           16        that equates to $2.2 million of disposable income

           17        that the customers of Block Island Power Company

           18        will be able to spend here.

           19            If we use a simple economic multiplier of two

           20        to three times those dollars, Block Island is

           21        going to be providing four-and-a-half to

           22        six-and-a-half million dollars of contribution to

           23        the Rhode Island economy.  And if you look at

           24        that over the 20-year life, projected life of the

           25        wind farm, that's somewhere in the neighborhood
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            1        of 90 to $130 million.

            2            Now, in terms of the environmental benefits,

            3        those are more local.  We will no longer be

            4        burning a million gallons of diesel oil a year.

            5        There will be some consumption because the backup

            6        generators will need to be tested from time to

            7        time.

            8            All of our electricity, assuming that the

            9        wind blows -- and it blows quite frequently on

           10        Block Island -- will be generated by -- from the

           11        wind farm.  So we, as a community, will reduce

           12        our carbon footprint and be truly reliant on

           13        renewable energy.

           14            And with that I want to thank you, very much,

           15        for this opportunity to make my comments.

           16                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Bill.  Our

           17        next speaker is Gerald McCarthy.

           18                 MR. McCARTHY:  My name is Gerald
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           19        McCarthy spelled M, small C, capital C-A-R-T-H-Y.

           20        I live at 27 Soule Road in Narragansett.  I'm a

           21        resident of Narragansett.  I'm a Registered

           22        Professional Engineer.  I see people putting in

           23        their -- their vitae, so that's who I am.  And I

           24        have a prepared statement that I'm going to read

           25        from and I would like to have it entered into
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            1        the -- I can give you a copy afterwards.  There

            2        is a bigger issue than water quality that needs

            3        to be addressed by our state government.

            4            Technology and time have overtaken the

            5        Deepwater Wind Project in terms of economic

            6        viability.  In terms of economic viability, I

            7        think it is now a dinosaur.  The cost to be

            8        charged starting at 24-and-a-half cents per

            9        kilowatt hour with a guaranteed annual increase

           10        of three-and-a-half percent is a sweetheart deal

           11        for the project, for Deepwater Wind.  However,

           12        it's a horrible deal for Rhode Island electric

           13        rate payers.

           14            As we speak, New England states are being

           15        offered bargain rates for clean energy and green

           16        energy by producers of land-based and

           17        hydro-based -- land-based wind power and

           18        hydro-based electrical energy.

           19            The cost that they are working into their

           20        power purchase agreements run from eight to $0.09

           21        per kilowatt hour compared to the 24 -- 24,

Page 8



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt
           22        24-and-a-half cents that Deepwater will cost.

           23            In addition, the people of Narragansett have

           24        loudly and clearly stated that they do not want

           25        the cable from the Deepwater Wind Project to come
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            1        through our town.  So why continue with the

            2        project?  In addition to the residents of

            3        Narragansett speaking clearly about this project,

            4        the Town Council had voted unanimously against

            5        bringing the cable through the town.

            6            Last week the State Properties Committee

            7        approved an easement through our Scarborough

            8        Beach for the cable from the offshore Deepwater

            9        Wind Demonstration Project.  A week before -- and

           10        that was a week before this public hearing.  And

           11        that's a blatant affront to the people of

           12        Narragansett who so loudly objected to the cable

           13        coming ashore and our elected officials who voted

           14        unanimously against -- against it.

           15            So it looks like it doesn't matter given the

           16        fact that the State Properties Committee has

           17        already granted an easement.  It doesn't matter

           18        what Rhode Island DEM concludes from this public

           19        hearing because the easement for the cable has

           20        already been approved.  One wonders whether this

           21        is just an honest mistake in terms of the

           22        sequence of the meeting or is it more political

           23        shenanigans that we see from time to time in

           24        Rhode Island.
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           25            In conclusion, as we are encouraged by the

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     11

            1        DEM through this public meeting to look

            2        myopically at the project by concentrating on

            3        water quality rather than the broad issue of

            4        economic viability.  Our state government careens

            5        towards another 38 Studios, only this time it's

            6        an outdated wind energy project instead of a

            7        flawed video game project.

            8            So I -- if I had the power, I would call on

            9        political leaders of our state and our

           10        government, local governments, Governor Chafee,

           11        Gordon Fox, Peter Kilmartin, Gina Raimondo, all

           12        of the gubernatorial candidates, Fung, Tavares,

           13        Raimondo, Pale, Block and our Town Council to

           14        call a halt to this project that has been

           15        surpassed by new technology and more economically

           16        viable clean energy projects and revisit the

           17        economic viability of this project before the

           18        electric rate payers of Rhode Island are forced

           19        to pay the outrageous rates at 24-and-a-half

           20        cents compared to the eight and nine cent per

           21        kilowatt hour that is available through other

           22        more up-to-date wind generating technologies.

           23            And thank you for having this public hearing

           24        and for giving me a chance to present my

           25        testimony.
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            1                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Gerald, I'll take any

            2        written comments that you have.

            3                 MR. McCARTHY:  Sure.

            4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, very much.

            5                 MR. McCARTHY:  Thank you.

            6                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Next up we have Myron

            7        Waldman.

            8                 MR. WALDMAN:  M-Y-R-O-N, W-A-L-D-M-A-N.

            9        My name is Myron Waldman.  I'm a resident of

           10        Narragansett.  I founded a company several years

           11        ago that engineered and developed power

           12        electronic quality control equipment for wire and

           13        cable production.  I stand here as an objector

           14        and have followed your instructions to review the

           15        application and plans and visited the site, our

           16        Scarborough Beach in Narragansett.

           17            I protest the proposed action of bringing the

           18        34,500 volt AC unshielded, armored cable onto the

           19        sandy, densely-populated summer beach.  I protest

           20        the cable burial under the shifting sand.

           21            After reading the Deepwater environmental

           22        report slash construction and operations plan, I

           23        attempted to confirm its statements regarding

           24        health and safety with respect to the under-sand,

           25        high voltage cable.  I call it high voltage
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            1        because 34,500 volts is the highest voltage

            2        allowed for power distribution and Wikepedia
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            3        categorizes that voltage as high voltage in the

            4        power distribution industry.

            5            Table ES-1 of the Deepwater Wind Report

            6        claims there will be, quote, no impact, quote,

            7        relating to safety from EMF, electromotive force

            8        energy which escapes the buried cable and, in

            9        some cases, causes permanent damage to wildlife

           10        and humans.

           11            Section 4.13.2.2 of the report does not show

           12        detailed results for cable burial under beach

           13        sand at Scarborough.  Sand height varies daily,

           14        therefore, changing the distance between a beach

           15        goer and the cable.  The EMF force becomes

           16        exponentially stronger as the distance closes.

           17        So if we start with ten feet and somebody digs in

           18        two feet into the sand, there's almost a

           19        50 percent increase in the EMF forces.

           20            I checked the technical references used in

           21        the Deepwater Wind Report including the

           22        International Committee on Electromagnetic

           23        Safety, ICES, International Commission on

           24        nonionizing radiation, ICNIRP, and Institute of

           25        Electrical and Electronic Engineers, IEEE.
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            1            Clearly the Deepwater Wind Report's EMF

            2        analysis is incomplete.  It does not consider the

            3        issues of human behavior, age, body position, all

            4        of these important for sandy beaches.

            5            When these and other issues are considered,
Page 12
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            6        the acceptable levels of human exposure to

            7        magnetic fields become lower than that stated in

            8        the Deepwater report.  Here is an example from

            9        the Deepwater winds report, ICNIRP reference:

           10        For adults with implanted medical devices,

           11        cardiac defibrillators, pacemakers, hormone

           12        infusion pumps, neuromuscular stimulation

           13        devices, electronically operated prosthetic

           14        devices and so on.  The maximum allowed exposure

           15        is five milligauss and that's for very short

           16        dwell times in the magnetic field, but for beach

           17        goers, the dwell times are measured in hours.

           18            The IEEE takes it further and discusses

           19        exposure by body type, age, size and position,

           20        body position.  Lying prone in a wet bathing suit

           21        in beach sand can be dangerous.

           22            In closing:  I suggest that all approvals

           23        relating to Deepwater Wind burying cables under

           24        Scarborough Beach be delayed until the issue of

           25        EMF is properly studied and documented as the
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            1        Deepwater Wind Report is inaccurate and

            2        incomplete regarding human safety for adults,

            3        expectant mothers, and children.

            4            Also, the Deepwater report referenced above

            5        does not seem to have a professional engineer's

            6        certification as required under DEM rules and

            7        regulations for water quality, Rule 14.B.  Maybe

            8        the online version doesn't have it.  Thank you,
Page 13
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            9        very much.

           10                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  I'm sorry.

           11        Our next speaker is either -- it's either Gene

           12        Garseau or Juan Garcia.

           13                 MS. GARCEAU:  No, sir.  It's French.

           14        It's Joan Garceau.

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Joan Garso.

           16                 MS. GARCEAU:  But I would spell it

           17        G-A-R-S-O.

           18                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Well, uradet (sic/ph).

           19        Two French guys and we couldn't get it right.

           20                 MS. GARCEAU:  I came prepared to speak

           21        and pose questions, but because of the initial

           22        comment made by Mr. Gagnon in regards to

           23        answering questions, this is not the opportune

           24        time for me to do so, but I must say that I

           25        concur with the previous speakers.  I do object
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            1        to that running through the Town of Narragansett

            2        coming up Burnside.  I live in Briggs Farm and my

            3        back of my house faces Point Judith Road, but I

            4        am concerned that we don't need it.  This is not

            5        the Netherlands.  And as far as I know -- I don't

            6        believe the General Assembly legislators in Rhode

            7        Island has approved for this to come through yet.

            8        Am I correct?  You can't answer.  Okay.  I

            9        decline and I'll address my concerns at another

           10        time at a later time.  Thank you.

           11                 THE REPORTER:  How do you spell you
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           12        name?

           13                 MS. GARCEAU:  G-A-R-C-E-A-U, J-O-A-N.

           14        Thank you for listening.

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           16        speaker is Norris Pike.

           17                 MR. PIKE:  Good evening.  Thank you for

           18        the opportunity to speak.  My name is Norris

           19        Pike.  I'm a member of the New Shoreham Town

           20        Council, although, I'm not speaking for the

           21        Council as a whole.  I represent Block Island as

           22        a whole.

           23            For a number of years, I've served in local

           24        politics on Block Island, over 30 years as a

           25        Planning Board Chairman on the local Planning
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            1        Board, a number of other positions.  Currently on

            2        the Town Council and it's my second time at it.

            3        I was on the Council 30 years ago as well.

            4            Our position is that Block Island desperately

            5        needs a cable to the mainland to offset the high

            6        cost of electricity on Block Island.  We burn

            7        over a million gallons of diesel fuel every year

            8        and it's crippling our local economy to the point

            9        of failure.  It has to stop.  We need to do

           10        something different.

           11            We have an opportunity now with Deepwater

           12        Wind to construct a cable to the mainland.  We

           13        had hoped to land on Narragansett Town Beach,

           14        although, the Town of Narragansett obviously
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           15        didn't want that.

           16            At this juncture, we would like to make

           17        landfall at Scarborough.  The Town of

           18        Narragansett does not want that either.  I wonder

           19        if Block Island had the opportunity to say no to

           20        Narragansett if Narragansett needed a cable, and

           21        I think we'd be a lot friendlier than

           22        Narragansett has been to us.  I don't understand

           23        it, but that's local politics at its worst.

           24            Block Island desperately needs this cable

           25        connection.  Deepwater Wind is secondary to us,
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            1        although, we really, really want to see Deepwater

            2        happen.  It's important to us.

            3            We need to change the method in which we

            4        generate electricity in this country.  It's one

            5        step forward in the right direction and we wholly

            6        support it.  There are a few naysayers in our

            7        town as well, but there are few.  In the

            8        long-term, this is a step in the right direction

            9        for the United States.  It's a step in the right

           10        direction for Rhode Island.  It's a step in the

           11        right direction for the Town of Narragansett,

           12        too.  Block Island commutes through Narragansett.

           13        Our ferry company goes through Narragansett.  We

           14        leave a lot of money behind in the Town of

           15        Narragansett just by getting here and there.

           16            Uniquely I grew up in Narragansett.  I grew

           17        up on Ava Street in Narragansett, went to this
Page 16
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           18        very school in the 2nd and 3rd grade when it was

           19        a school, as a matter of fact, and some of you

           20        may not know that, but this is now the Town Hall.

           21        This is the first time I've been in here in

           22        40 years, 50 years.  50 years.  I'm dating

           23        myself.

           24            But the bottom line is we really, really,

           25        really need to connect with a cable to somewhere
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            1        in the State of Rhode Island.  I think this is

            2        the only opportunity.  There are Charlestown and

            3        other spots that are sensitive due to the oil

            4        spill that occurred down off the Charlestown

            5        shore, South Kingstown shore.  This is a fairly

            6        clean shot.  It's just a relocation.  And I don't

            7        know what other to say other than we really need

            8        this connection.  Thank you.

            9                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Norris.  Our

           10        next speaker is Ben Riggs.

           11                 MR. SHIELDS:  Ben could not make it this

           12        evening.  He's asked me to read his prepared

           13        statement, and I'll give you a copy of it

           14        afterward.  I'm Robert Shields.  I'm a

           15        Narragansett resident at 37 Earls Court.  Here's

           16        the correspondence that Ben Riggs is providing

           17        the DEM:  To begin with, he says, "I am a citizen

           18        and resident of the State of Rhode Island who

           19        regularly uses its water ways and visits Block

           20        Island.  My qualifications as they relate to the
Page 17
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           21        factual assertions made in this letter include a

           22        career as a naval aviator with training in

           23        oceanography, meteorology, air and sea

           24        navigation, air traffic control, aeronautical

           25        engineering, a second career as a CEO of four
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            1        separate manufacturing companies, two of them

            2        subsidiaries of major multinational

            3        conglomerates.

            4            The following will summarize my objections to

            5        the referenced application.  First, the

            6        application is incomplete.  The proposal calls

            7        for a 17-mile trench being dug six feet deep on

            8        an ocean floor that has previously been

            9        undisturbed for thousands of years to that depth.

           10        There are two areas of environmental impact here

           11        which have not been adequately addressed either

           12        by factfinding or a proposed mitigation process.

           13            The ocean -- Number 1, the ocean floor

           14        outside of harbors and entrance channels is where

           15        about half of the planets accumulated carbon is

           16        sequestered.  Digging it up will release

           17        significant carbon dioxide into the atmosphere

           18        which is a factor in creating global warming.

           19            In addition, the process may well dig into

           20        and release large pockets of trapped methane gas

           21        which is 22 times worse for global warming than

           22        carbon dioxide.

           23            There has been no independent investigation
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           24        of the amount of carbon that is likely to be

           25        released or the location of methane pockets and
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            1        the amounts likely contained in them.  There's

            2        growing evidence -- second, there's growing

            3        evidence that right whales which are an

            4        endangered species may well be significantly

            5        impacted particularly during their extended

            6        winter mating season.  Evidence being gathered in

            7        Virginia and by the Cornell laboratory describes

            8        some of this concern.  There has been no

            9        independent study done here to identify the

           10        potential threat to these whales."  In that

           11        regard, there are two attachments to this letter

           12        that deal with that issue.

           13            "Secondly, there will be an excavation on

           14        Block Island on land where the electric

           15        substation on Bibco property is proposed and

           16        where highly toxic materials have already been

           17        identified.  And also over the three -- the

           18        4.3 miles of the terrestrial cable in

           19        Narragansett.

           20            There's no evidence that Deepwater Wind

           21        and/or National Grid has identified all hazard --

           22        hazardous chemicals that are in these areas

           23        and -- nor will they take -- have they shown that

           24        they're willing to take steps to guarantee they

           25        will not be discharged into the aquifers and/or
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            1        the waters that flow into Great Salt Pond and

            2        waters off Scarborough Beach.

            3            Secondly, private use of public land is

            4        unlawful.  First, the granting of easements and

            5        the use of imminent domain are reserved for

            6        projects that are in the overall public interest.

            7        As one U.S. Supreme Court Justice noted in a

            8        recent case involving eminent domain, this is a

            9        quote, transfers intended to confer benefits on

           10        particular favored private entities and with only

           11        incidental or pretextual public benefits are

           12        forbidden by the Public Use Clause presumably of

           13        the constitution.  That's Kilo (ph) versus City

           14        of New London 2005.

           15            There is no such public benefit here either

           16        economically or environmentally.  Essentially,

           17        this project will cost rate payers around

           18        $600 million and its sole benefit will be to

           19        include a $60 million cable to Block Island.  The

           20        negative impact of this has been set forth in our

           21        Public Utilities Commission dockets 41-11 and

           22        41-85.  That is a matter of record.

           23            Were this body to be considered in this

           24        project on a standalone basis it might be able to

           25        ignore the overall cost, but it is not a separate
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            1        project as presented.

            2            In addition, there are no environmental

            3        benefits.  The fact that wind power has been

            4        proven to have no net positive impact on reducing

            5        fossil fuel use for carbon emissions on the grid

            6        is a matter of public record in the U.S. and in

            7        Europe."  The third attachment to this memo

            8        describes that.

            9            "Therefore, it should also be noted that in

           10        addition to the PUC, three former Rhode Island

           11        Attorneys General, James O'Neill, Patrick Lynch

           12        and Arlene Violet have opposed this project as

           13        not being in the public interest.  Deepwater has

           14        not submitted any evidence to refute this. Public

           15        land cannot be used for what is clearly a private

           16        commercial enterprise.

           17            "Third" -- I'm almost finished -- "violation

           18        of a federal law.  The way in which the Power

           19        Purchase Agreement used here has been made to set

           20        an interstate utility price structure for an

           21        instate supplier highlights both the supremacy

           22        clause and the dormant commerce clause of the

           23        U.S. Constitution.

           24            I urge you to deny this application in its

           25        entirety or require that the applicant properly
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            1        address the concerns of carbon release, methane

            2        release and toxic chemical release described

            3        above and submit a new application.  And while
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            4        they are doing this, I urge this body to

            5        investigate the legal issues raised above

            6        regarding private use of public lands in this

            7        case  and compliance with U.S. Constitutional

            8        Law.  Respectfully, Benjamin C. Riggs, Captain

            9        U.S. Navy, retired."

           10                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Mr. Shields, would you

           11        wish to speak on your own behalf or are you just

           12        speaking for Mr. Riggs this evening?

           13                 MR. SHIELDS:  No, I hope to speak on my

           14        own behalf.  Here are Mr. Rigg's comments.

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.

           16                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I don't know

           17        about you guys, but I think he did a good job.

           18                 MR. SHIELDS:  My name is Robert Shields.

           19        I live in Narragansett, 37 Earls Court.  In

           20        reading the original 2012 environmental report, I

           21        find that the DEM is responsible for probably

           22        four separate approvals.  I assume you're only

           23        dealing with one today, which is the Clean Water

           24        Act.  Is that my understanding correctly?

           25                 MR. GAGNON:  Yes, sir.
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            1                 MR. BIANCULLI:  There's a water quality

            2        certificate and a dredging permit that's being

            3        considered.

            4                 MR. SHIELDS:  Okay.  But they're both in

            5        the ocean?

            6                 MR. GAGNON:  Yes.
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            7                 MR. SHIELDS:  They don't include

            8        wetlands?

            9                 MR. GAGNON:  Yes.

           10                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Correct.

           11                 MR. SHIELDS:  Have any of the four

           12        approvals been granted so far that I'm thinking

           13        of?

           14                 MR. GAGNON:  We're not supposed to be

           15        answering questions, but nothing has been

           16        approved or there's -- no decisions have been

           17        issued.

           18                 MR. SHIELDS:  Okay.  Fine.  I draw your

           19        attention to a letter I sent to Mr. Gagnon on

           20        August 21st which outlines my credits for

           21        speaking which include a Master of Science Degree

           22        in Chemical Engineering and a career spent in the

           23        basic metals and extraction field.  I would like

           24        to say that I'm concerned about the landfall in

           25        several respects.  I'm concerned about fish traps
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            1        that lie off Black Point and extend southward

            2        onto the beach at Narragansett.  The fish trap

            3        area defined on the nautical chart goes out one

            4        mile from the shore, and this past year there

            5        have been nets out there constantly in the area

            6        which is right off the beach.  I'm concerned

            7        about that because I don't know how Deepwater can

            8        do the work that needs to be done to bring the

            9        cable ashore at that location without permanently

Page 23



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt
           10        effecting the fish trap area.  I think that even

           11        after the cable is in the -- in the sea bed, the

           12        people that do the fishing there in the fish trap

           13        area will want to place moorings in the ground in

           14        the sea bed and that could actually impact the

           15        cable.  So I'm -- I'm very much concerned about

           16        the location of -- at the beach where they're

           17        going to come ashore.

           18            But I have a more serious problem.  I've read

           19        the 2013 Scarborough Beach alternative proposal

           20        in detail and I've looked at the engineering

           21        drawings which were done by DiPrete Engineering

           22        and I find that the cable is not shown from the

           23        Scarborough Beach parking lot all the way up to

           24        the substation in Wakefield.  So, therefore, I

           25        call the report incomplete.
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            1            I honestly don't see how any state agency,

            2        regulatory agency, can overlook this fact.  The

            3        fact is that the engineering drawings do not show

            4        the path that the cable will take, whether it

            5        will be underground, whether it will be

            6        aboveground, whatever.  We can't accept verbal

            7        commitments at this stage.  We need in-writing

            8        commitments to whatever Deepwater plans to do

            9        before the issue is decided by any of the

           10        regulatory agencies.  So I suggest you ask

           11        Deepwater to go back, finish their engineering

           12        plans and then come back to DEM for approvals.
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           13            I'd also like to address the socioeconomic

           14        aspects to this project and I'll just limit

           15        myself to handing out the cost that I have done

           16        on this project.  Other speakers, I'm sure, will

           17        mention this figure, but there is at least a

           18        $600 million cost that the rate payers in the

           19        State of Rhode Island would have to pay over a

           20        period of 20 years for this project, and that is

           21        just incredible considering that the few number

           22        of jobs, maybe six permanent jobs, will be

           23        created by this project.

           24            So that concludes my comments.  Thank you,

           25        very much.

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     28

            1                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Thank you,

            2        very much.  Our next speaker is Dawson Hodgson.

            3                 MR. HODGSON:  D-A-W-S-O-N,

            4        H-O-D-G-S-O-N.  Good evening, everybody.  I am a

            5        State Senator.  I represent the southern portion

            6        of Narragansett.  And I'd like to first thank you

            7        for taking testimony tonight.  As you can see,

            8        this is an issue that engenders a very high

            9        degree of public interest in this community and

           10        it's also a matter with a large scale and

           11        long-term implication to the people of this

           12        state.  For both of these reasons, I feel

           13        compelled to speak to you tonight in opposition

           14        to this proposal.

           15            The Deepwater Wind Project represents a
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           16        terrible public policy decision.  There's a

           17        breakdown of fiduciary responsibilities across

           18        multiple levels of government, and you have an

           19        opportunity tonight to stop this project on a

           20        procedural basis.  If you do, so you'll be taking

           21        a stand for the people of this state and a stand

           22        for meaningful energy policy in Rhode Island.

           23            I want to be crystal clear to you and to

           24        everybody here.  I support renewable energy.

           25        This is not a debate about whether climate change
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            1        exists or whether our society should invest in

            2        renewable energy technologies.  This is about

            3        stopping a terrible deal for the people of Rhode

            4        Island and it's about preserving the credibility

            5        of renewable energy development in this state in

            6        the future.

            7            As most of you rely aware, National Grid

            8        recently signed an agreement to buy wind power

            9        from the State of Maine for less than $0.08 a

           10        kilowatt hour.  That's not even one-third of what

           11        Deepwater is charging us.  The differential

           12        between Maine Wind and Deepwater Wind is over

           13        $500,000,000, plus another 60 to $70,000,000 that

           14        we learned last week to bury the wires and

           15        connect this alternate grid.  All of this money

           16        comes from the public and out of our economy.  We

           17        will have nothing to show for this but for six

           18        jobs and some politicians who can tell you that
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           19        they stopped climate change.

           20            To my fellow supporters of clean energy, I

           21        want to emphasize that these are public resources

           22        that could be devoted to meaningful energy policy

           23        in this state instead of this scheme.  Perhaps

           24        insulating the homes of low income Rhode

           25        Islanders, conserving energy, putting tradesmen
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            1        to work, improving quality of life.  Or if you

            2        wanted to think truly long-term, this money could

            3        go into public higher education producing

            4        thousands, thousands of engineers and scientists

            5        who would not only become the innovators that

            6        would truly create this technology and lead

            7        renewable energy into the future, but they would

            8        be the core of the stem (sic) work force that our

            9        economy desperately needs.  But such

           10        opportunities are lost when we put these

           11        resources in these pressures scarce public

           12        resources, of our poor state into this one

           13        project.

           14            The members of this -- to the members of this

           15        committee, I know you're in a tough position.

           16        The elite political leadership of this state, the

           17        insiders, they want this to happen.  Significant

           18        pressure will be brought to bear to see it

           19        through to get the deal done.  You have the

           20        ability tonight to stand up for our citizens and

           21        to stand up for meaningful renewable energy

Page 27



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt
           22        policy in this state tonight by refusing to go

           23        through it.

           24            I would ask you to exercise that discretion,

           25        think about the larger role of what we're playing
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            1        here in this process and please reject this deal.

            2        Thank you for your time tonight.

            3                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Up next we

            4        have Peter Galvin.

            5                 MR. GALVIN:  Now for something

            6        completely different.  My name is Peter Galvin.

            7        That's G-A-L-V-I-N.  I'm a resident of North

            8        Kingstown and I'd like to begin by reminding

            9        everybody that, although, this hearing is being

           10        held here today, this is of interest to the

           11        entire state and all of those in the state.  And

           12        I also speak tonight on behalf of the Sierra

           13        Club, which is the oldest environmental

           14        organization in the country.

           15            It is absolutely true, as the last speaker

           16        said, that we are experiencing global warming and

           17        it's going to get worse, a lot worse.  And

           18        anybody who doubts that can go to a series of

           19        lectures that have been up at the Sea Grant (ph)

           20        facility all year long.  There are plenty of ways

           21        you can learn about this.

           22            We need renewable power to deal with it and

           23        not just from land-based wind turbines.  In fact,

           24        recently Exeter joined, actually, North
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           25        Kingstown, I believe, in putting a moratorium on

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     32

            1        the land-based systems until the State gets

            2        around to doing guidelines that the State are

            3        working on this year, but it really won't be

            4        ready for another year.  We need sea bases, too.

            5        We've got a humongous area out there and the

            6        Deepwater technology will test whether or not

            7        this was workable for us.  We have to have that.

            8            And in terms of the economy, leaving aside

            9        Block Island, I would only say, folks, you aren't

           10        going to have an economy, okay, if we don't deal

           11        with this global warming problem by getting to

           12        renewable power.  Aside from reducing the

           13        pollution from Block Island and its carbon

           14        footprint, I would point out to you that the

           15        location is a state location, it is not a

           16        Narragansett Town Beach.  We're talking about a

           17        state beach.  I use that beach all the time.  I'm

           18        very familiar with it and the location where this

           19        cable would be.  It's not under the beach where

           20        people are swimming.  It's way off to the side,

           21        okay, and I think it's an ideal location to have

           22        this project.

           23            So with that said, I believe that's the scope

           24        of your determination.  The issue before you is

           25        the location of this cable.  I think it's a much
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            1        better arrangement than the one we saw previously

            2        for the residents of Narragansett, and also for

            3        the all the rest of us will get some extra

            4        benefits out of this for our state parks.  I

            5        think it's -- I think you should approve this and

            6        do it as quickly as possible.  This project's

            7        been hanging around long enough.  It's time to

            8        move on and get this done.  Thank you, very much.

            9                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           10        speaker is Channing Jones.

           11                 MR. JONES:  Good evening.  Thanks for

           12        listening to our testimony today.  My name is

           13        Channing Jones.  That's C-H-A-N-N-I-N-G.  And I'm

           14        representing Environment Rhode Island, which is

           15        an environmental group with members across the

           16        state including here in Narragansett.

           17            As Peter just mentioned, climate change is a

           18        serious threat facing the entire world.  And in a

           19        low-lying coastal state like Rhode Island, we

           20        stand to lose that big time, whether it's extreme

           21        weather events like Hurricane Sandy or rising sea

           22        levels or ocean acidification.  We need to be

           23        concerned about global warming and one of the

           24        main culprits are power plants fueled by fossil

           25        fuels.  And we're going to avoid the carbon
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            1        pollution that comes from these power plants by

            2        expanding clean energy in our country and in
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            3        Rhode Island, that's energy efficiency, that's

            4        solar energy and that's wind.  And Rhode Island's

            5        most promising wind resource is offshore wind.

            6            Now, Environment Rhode Island research and

            7        policy center rereleased a report last week

            8        called Wind Energy for a Cleaner America which

            9        finds that in Rhode Island if wind development

           10        proceeds as predicted, including the development

           11        of this Block Island wind farm, we'll experience

           12        a 25 fold increase in the amount of wind energy

           13        that we produce, which is 2,500 percent, second

           14        only to the predicted increase in New Jersey in

           15        this country, but greater than any other state

           16        and that's in large part because of this project

           17        that should be coming online that's going to, by

           18        2018, avoid more than 44,000 metric tons of

           19        carbon pollution, which is the equivalent of

           20        taking 9,000 cars off the road, while also

           21        avoiding 26 tons of nitrogen oxides and 58 tons

           22        of sulfur dioxide which cause acid rain and soot.

           23        And I'm going to submit this report, certainly,

           24        for the record.

           25            There's also tremendous support here in Rhode
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            1        Island for renewable energy and for offshore

            2        wind.  Today Environment Rhode Island was pleased

            3        to join 200 -- I think there's 230 organizations

            4        and leaders from around the country including

            5        just about 20 -- almost 20 from Rhode Island
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            6        urging President Obama to make offshore wind a

            7        key opponent of his climate action plan.

            8        Now, with this wind farm, Rhode Island has the

            9        chance to be the first in the country with

           10        offshore wind, so I urge us to approve this cable

           11        landing site so we can get this project going.

           12        Thank you, very much.

           13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           14        speaker is Samantha Demanbey.  Sorry if I didn't

           15        pronounce that correctly.

           16                 MS. DEMANBEY:  That's okay.  My name's

           17        Samantha Demanbey, D-E-M-A-N-B-E-Y.  I'm here

           18        because I also support the cable being installed.

           19        I think it's important that we invest in

           20        renewable energy, especially offshore wind power.

           21        I think it would be good for not only the state

           22        but the country.  I think Rhode Island needs a

           23        good leading example for the rest of the country

           24        that renewable energy is efficient, it's good for

           25        the environment, and it's also good for us as a
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            1        nation.

            2            And I think a lot of people have been talking

            3        about the expenses of renewable energy, but we

            4        also need to take into account the expenses of

            5        fossil fuels, the real costs, the pollution, the

            6        loss of wildlife and the health problems caused

            7        by them.

            8            Renewable resources like the offshore wind
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            9        farm would be much more valuable, a much better

           10        deal in the long run than any kind of fossil fuel

           11        resource.

           12            And lastly I'd like to say that this could be

           13        a very important step for the rest of the

           14        country.  Rhode Island would be the first state

           15        to have an offshore wind farm, and I think if we

           16        did that then other states would follow through

           17        and we could really push the country toward

           18        taking global warming seriously and taking

           19        seriously renewable energy and its efficiency and

           20        what it can do for us.  Thank you.

           21                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           22        speaker is Benjamin Kidd.

           23                 MR. KIDD:  My name is Benjamin Kidd and

           24        I'm from Little Compton, Rhode Island.  I really

           25        support the idea of offshore wind.  And thank
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            1        you.

            2                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is

            3        Andrew Grande.

            4                 MR. GRANDE:  Hi.  My name is Andrew

            5        Grande, resident of Valley Falls, Rhode Island,

            6        and an organizer with the Sierra Club,

            7        S-I-E-R-R-A.  I'm also an organizer of the Sierra

            8        Club Beyond Coal Campaign, C-O-A-L.

            9            Gentlemen, thank you for having this hearing

           10        tonight and for giving everyone the opportunity

           11        to speak.  I work with a lot of communities
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           12        throughout Massachusetts that are feeling the

           13        effects of burning coal, and the biggest effect

           14        that we see from that is the increased rate of

           15        asthma on children, on elderly, and the effects

           16        it has with missing school time, missing work and

           17        the financial impact that it has on those

           18        families.

           19            The project that we're looking at here

           20        tonight takes a lot of that out of -- off the

           21        table.  What we have is an energy source that

           22        doesn't inflict a public health harm on to

           23        people.  It helps with climate disruption.

           24        You're moving that off the table as well.  And

           25        most importantly for the State of Rhode Island,
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            1        the state that has 90 percent of its energy

            2        dollars leaving the state, either out-of-state or

            3        out-of-country resources, we are reinvesting this

            4        money back into Rhode Island, back into Rhode

            5        Island's economy.

            6            This is a project that will have the

            7        opportunity for Rhode Island to be a leader in

            8        energy, something that it hasn't been able to do

            9        in its past.  We have the opportunity for Rhode

           10        Island to stand forth before the rest of the

           11        country and say that we will no longer be

           12        shifting emissions from power plants onto lower

           13        income families, lower income neighborhoods that

           14        are being most affected by that.
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           15            Just yesterday Governor Chafee and the rest

           16        of the New England governors stood up and said --

           17        went to the EPA and said we can no longer be

           18        affording to have Midwestern power plant

           19        pollution coming into Rhode Island.

           20            Moving forward with this project says not

           21        only do we not want to have fossil fuel emissions

           22        but we're going to take steps forward and we're

           23        going to start investing in the future economy.

           24        We're going to be investing in a clean energy

           25        economy that's built to last.
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            1            Here tonight, both as a Rhode Island resident

            2        and as an organizer with the Sierra Club, we

            3        stand with Deepwater in supporting this project

            4        and along with the State of Rhode Island

            5        encouraging them to move forward and invest in a

            6        clean energy economy.  Thank you.

            7                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

            8        speaker is James McCaffrey.  Is James here?

            9                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's not here

           10        yet.

           11                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Okay.  I'll call his

           12        name again.  Our next speaker is Matthew, last

           13        name starts with an M, Mannix perhaps.

           14                 MR. MANNIX:  How are you?

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Good.  How are you

           16        doing?

           17                 MR. MANNIX:  M-A-N-N-I-X.  There's only
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           18        two places where this project has received any

           19        kind of real scrutiny.  The first was at the PUC,

           20        the Public Utilities Commission in Docket 4111,

           21        and the second was actually here in Town Hall in

           22        a series of meetings where residents came forward

           23        and shared very detailed data and research with

           24        the Town Council about this project.

           25            And I've reviewed the PUC docket in detail
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            1        and I'm a member of the Narragansett Town Council

            2        and heard from those residents and was very

            3        thankful to them during this last year when we

            4        were struggling through this issue.

            5            When we put aside the platitudes about this

            6        project, we see that this is a bad deal for

            7        Narragansett, for Rhode Island, and for the

            8        environment.  The increased energy costs

            9        associated with this project are, at a

           10        conservative estimate, the first -- the PUC

           11        Docket 4111 had it at $390,000,000.  That's on

           12        Page 69 of the -- of PUC Docket 4111.  That's a

           13        conservative estimate.  We've heard estimates

           14        much higher dwarfing that number.

           15            We heard about some of the increased

           16        disposable income that Block Islanders would

           17        receive if this -- if this project goes through.

           18        I think that's going to be greatly outweighed by

           19        the hundreds of million dollars in increased --

           20        the increased rates that rate payers here are
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           21        going to have to pay.

           22            The sad part at the level in 2010 when the

           23        PUC initially looked at this and scrutinized it

           24        and rejected it on a three to zero vote was that

           25        the EDC, our state EDC, performed what I'll call

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     41

            1        an unsatisfactory economic analysis of this

            2        project, and actually when pushed by the PUC on

            3        this issue of the lack of analysis, the EDC said,

            4        quote, "We're not looking at this question as

            5        narrowly as you have asked it."  That's on Page

            6        53 of Docket 4111.

            7            We have state agencies for a reason.  They

            8        all have different charters, they have things

            9        that they need to do and advocate for on behalf

           10        of our residents.  The Department of

           11        Environmental Management is supposed to be our

           12        steward for the environment.  So if I asked the

           13        Department of Environmental Management to --

           14        Management to make sure -- to make sure that this

           15        is a project that will have a positive impact on

           16        our environment -- because based on what I've

           17        heard, I am not convinced.

           18            We have harmful effects of digging up acres

           19        of the ocean floor associated with this project.

           20        But what's wrong with that?  Well, for our

           21        fragile and overregulated fishing industry, it

           22        means those fishing habitats and migration

           23        patterns are going to be changing.
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           24            Galilee is a major part of our town economy,

           25        an integral part of our state and I'm concerned
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            1        about the effect out there.

            2            I've heard some people talk about the

            3        first -- you know, the first -- this will be the

            4        first state that will be the flagship, the leader

            5        in this.  That was talked about before the PUC.

            6        It's a speculative reason to go forward with what

            7        is a risky and speculative project.

            8            I can tell you just a Narragansett story,

            9        what we experienced here at the Town Hall and we

           10        had dozens and dozens of people coming to our

           11        Town Hall meetings as we discussed the landing of

           12        the cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  And the

           13        overwhelming sentiment of the town was that

           14        because of the increased rates on rate payers,

           15        because of the harmful effects on fishing

           16        habitats, because of the concerns over the impact

           17        of this project, the town's people spoke up

           18        loudly and clearly and our Town Council

           19        unanimously voted to not allow the landing here

           20        on town property.

           21            So now we see this end around in another part

           22        of town.  Many people in town -- you know, just

           23        this past weekend, I had three people at a

           24        Christmas party mention to me -- people who are

           25        not in the Scarborough area of town all say --
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            1        you know, see this as an end around, clearly as a

            2        way to end around what the people of the town

            3        spoke of.  And as more people learn about this

            4        project, the more they are opposed to it.

            5            So in summary, I urge the DEM to live up to

            6        its charter and I urge people to continue to be

            7        involved, because we've seen when our EDC doesn't

            8        stand up, when our -- we don't put the scrutiny

            9        on these projects, we see what happens.  And I

           10        think some people have alluded to some of those

           11        larger projects that we know about with -- with

           12        EDC advocacy with 38 Studios.

           13            So, again, I -- that would be what I urge.

           14        Again, if you have any questions for me, I'd be

           15        glad to answer them.  And I want to thank the

           16        people of Narragansett for being so helpful in

           17        this effort.

           18                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           19        speaker is Peter Bante (sic).

           20                 MR. BAUTE:  I think you might be calling

           21        on me, but perhaps you're mispronouncing my name.

           22                 MR. BIANCULLI:  It could be Baute.

           23                 MR. BAUTE:  Baute.

           24                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Baute.  Sorry.

           25                 MR. BAUTE:  Thank you for holding this
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            1        hearing, by the way.  My name is Peter Baute,

            2        B-A-U-T-E.  I'm a physician.  I practiced on

            3        Block Island, but more extensively here on the

            4        mainland for many years.

            5            I'm here to address the potential

            6        environmental health effects that might be

            7        presented by this cable landing at the

            8        Scarborough Beach.  I'm also a previous member of

            9        the Block Island Town Council and I was a member

           10        of that Town Council when we crossed this bridge

           11        just as Narragansett has attempted to cross it.

           12            We had an opportunity to review all the

           13        similar data that you had a chance to review and

           14        that you on the Board review.  We passed this

           15        project because we recognized that there were no

           16        unfortunate environmental health effects.

           17            First of all, with regard to cancer, I know

           18        that some people have raised the concern that

           19        electromagnetic fields running nearby might

           20        produce cancer.  That has been well shown not to

           21        be the effect.

           22            As for the electromagnetic fields, there are

           23        appropriate limits as the previous speaker

           24        mentioned set up by international agencies that

           25        concern themselves on this subject.  The levels

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     45

            1        of the electromagnetic fields produced by this

            2        project are so low given the amount of insulation

            3        by the wrappings of the cable and the depth of

Page 40



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt
            4        the burial of the cable that they are

            5        insignificant in terms of producing any health

            6        effects.  In fact, as you go about your daily

            7        living sitting in front of the TV, watching the

            8        Channel 10 or Channel 12 news, you are probably

            9        exposed to more electromagnetic fields than you

           10        would be by this cable.  Certainly when you work

           11        the microwave to heat up those leftovers, that's

           12        the case, so that you're exposed to

           13        electromagnetic fields at home on a daily basis

           14        and I'm sure you're not turning off your

           15        electricity on that account.

           16            I'll mention my own personal aspect to this.

           17        My family goes to the beach very regularly.  As a

           18        matter of fact, their favorite location and that

           19        of many of their friends is right about where

           20        Deepwater proposes to bury the cable on Block

           21        Island.  You can be sure when that beach has been

           22        repaired from that project that they will be back

           23        in that very same location and there will be

           24        no -- no ill effects from their sun bathing there

           25        or even digging a hole or swimming out in the

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     46

            1        water over the cable.  So I would advise you not

            2        to consider any -- have any concerns about the

            3        environmental effects of this cable.  Thank you.

            4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  I'm going to butcher

            5        this next name, but Stanley Wojciechowski.

            6                 MR. WOJCIECHOSKI:  You did a good job on
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            7        it.  Stan Wojciechowski,

            8        W-O-J-C-I-E-C-H-O-W-S-K-I.  This impacts me, I

            9        think, on Point Judith Road.  I have a home on

           10        Point Judith Road and right now I've got a septic

           11        system and I was hoping some day in the future --

           12        septic's not going to last forever, I was hoping

           13        that we would have sewers.  I assumed that sooner

           14        or later as the Town develops a little more we'd

           15        probably need a sewer line all the way up Point

           16        Judith Road, so I can anticipate I'll have to

           17        spend more money trying to connect my sewer now

           18        that you have a cable up there.  And I'm worried

           19        that maybe this cable would prevent me from

           20        trying to get the line across or underneath or

           21        whatever.  So I have an issue -- I have an issue

           22        with the location even going up Point Judith

           23        Road.

           24            You know, it just seems so logical that it

           25        should be in Charlestown where there's already a
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            1        line coming from Block Island.  You know, we

            2        should be alongside that line, somewhere around

            3        that line.  Now you disturb the same bed that you

            4        had before so you're not really having any

            5        additional adverse effect that you would have

            6        coming up this way, so it's just a logical thing.

            7            And it's obvious these guys -- you know,

            8        obviously Deepwater just wants lowest cost.

            9        Well, lowest cost, you pay for lowest cost.  You
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           10        have environmental issues or whatever issues you

           11        have.

           12            Go back there to -- go back there to

           13        Charlestown, run the line up there if you're

           14        going to run the line up.  See what the costs are

           15        and let's look at the costs going that way

           16        instead of that way.  Just the right thing to do.

           17            And then the other issue is the 3 percent or

           18        the additional cost as times goes on, this 3

           19        percent increase in our electricity because of

           20        this.  You know, normally when you bill something

           21        you have startup costs, debugging costs, so

           22        normally as time goes on the cost may even be

           23        reduced as far as Deepwater's concerned because

           24        now all their -- all their unforeseen problems

           25        are gone.  They have lower costs.  The
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            1        maintenance should be lower now because they

            2        debugged and fixed some of the issues that they

            3        had.  Their costs are going to go down a little

            4        bit as time goes on, probably a lot, yet they're

            5        asking us to pay more as users.  It's just wrong.

            6        You know, it should be dead level if not less.

            7        We should experience less cost if that's what

            8        they see.

            9            So, you know, I lose confidence in what

           10        they're doing when they do that to us.  It's kind

           11        of like, hey, we want more money out of you.

           12        It's a money thing only.  It's not a green thing.

Page 43



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt
           13        It's a money thing only from their prospective.

           14        And we have to account and, say, okay, let's look

           15        at the money a little more carefully.

           16            And for those who speak to the global issues,

           17        global warming, well, you know, I -- you know,

           18        what made me angry is I read this -- I read this

           19        article here in the paper August 31st, wind power

           20        less costly than solar.  Okay?  Then I go to

           21        Bloomberg, Bloomberg here October 14th.  Okay?

           22        Solar power went down looks like below 15 at 14.

           23        So he's telling me at $0.24, I'm looking here

           24        less than $0.15.  He's not telling us the truth?

           25        This company is not telling -- is putting up
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            1        propaganda paper, got this propaganda thing

            2        going.  That's what it looked like to me.  I'm

            3        not going to say he lied.  I don't know.  Maybe

            4        he didn't know.  I assume he didn't know when he

            5        made that statement.  I have to assume that.

            6            But now I see -- and this is -- this is

            7        proven by the United States Army, Sundial Capital

            8        Partners.  The Army has spent 10,000,000 to equip

            9        special forces units with Sundial systems.  So

           10        the Army has already verified or used this so

           11        these costs must be verified with the -- so we

           12        have a proven system here.

           13            Why are we -- why are we burdening our

           14        electric payers with $0.24 when we've got $0.14

           15        here?  So obviously, you know, they're just
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           16        looking at their cost, not our cost.  Okay?

           17            So, now, they need to come to Charlestown,

           18        they need to get the cost down to 9 or $0.10

           19        where it belongings.  Okay.  If they can't do

           20        that -- it's like any other venture.  If the

           21        costs are not in line, they can't do it.  They

           22        just can't do it.  They shouldn't be allowed to

           23        do it.  And for you to go along with it, to me,

           24        it's almost a conspiracy you going along with a

           25        bad idea.   Global warming can be fixed better
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            1        with this solar power than the wood power and

            2        it's proven.

            3            And I'll leave this with you -- I'm going to

            4        leave this with you so you can go and verify

            5        this -- you know, verify this and see if I'm

            6        wrong because I didn't -- I didn't contact

            7        Sundial.  I wanted to, but I -- you know, I feel

            8        that right now this is an injustice to today's

            9        rate payers.  This is not the rate.  Let them go

           10        back and sharpen their pencils and then come back

           11        to us with another proposal that's more in line.

           12        Thank you.

           13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           14        speaker is Fred Leeder.

           15                 MR. LEEDER:  Good evening.  Thank you

           16        for having the hearing.

           17                 MR. BIANCULLI:  If you could spell your

           18        last name.
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           19                 MR. LEEDER:  Yes.  My name is Fred

           20        Leeder, L-E-E-D-E-R, a 30-year resident of Block

           21        Island.  I'm not part of any elite sort of

           22        anything.  Came to Block Island from

           23        Narragansett, actually.  I lived here for several

           24        years.  Basically went out there with a milk

           25        crate full of books and a duffle bag full of
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            1        clothes.  Worked multiple jobs, tried to get

            2        ahead, learned a lot about living within your

            3        means and on a budget that's workable.  Along the

            4        way, I was able to build a house.  Most of the

            5        Block Island people here helped me in one way

            6        another.  Mr. Wilson, not important, but the

            7        other guys know who they are.

            8            And in working within my means, I decided to

            9        go off the grid.  I have not been connected to

           10        the electric grid for the 20 years I've lived in

           11        my house.  I have solar panels and a small

           12        windmill.  The gentleman spoke about $0.15, I

           13        assume it's KW solar power.  I'd like to know

           14        where to get some of that because I sure as heck

           15        can't buy it for that.

           16            We can't continue as a nation, as a people

           17        globally, to go on the way we are going using

           18        fossil fuel.  It's just -- it's not sustainable.

           19        There's a limit to everything.  There's only so

           20        much of this stuff out here, out there, and

           21        it's -- it's kind of shameful what we do with
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           22        that.  We're -- as Americans, we use way more

           23        than our share of everything and we create way

           24        more of our share of waste than anyone.

           25            You know, this project, as much as I support
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            1        it, it's not going to stop global warming.  Guess

            2        what, that genie's not in the bottle, folks, but

            3        we've got to start somewhere.  We can't continue

            4        the fossil fuel path.

            5            I've heard a lot of objections both at home

            6        on Block Island and some good ones here.  I've

            7        heard that the people at the FAA might require

            8        lights, warning lights on these towers.  I

            9        remember we had a big party when the lighthouses

           10        at the southeast and the north light were relit.

           11        Sometimes light's a bad thing.

           12            I understand that the all the birds in the

           13        world could return to Chutney (sic) by these

           14        blades.  I don't really know about that.

           15            Just tonight I've heard about releasing all

           16        these greenhouse gases by digging the cable.

           17        Yeah, probably, but what about the greenhouse

           18        gases that are going to be offset with the fuel

           19        we don't burn, well, that million gallons of

           20        diesel we burn every year on Block Island?

           21            Something about the fish traps.  There's a

           22        professional outfit called Dig Safe that tells

           23        you where the cables are.  I would think there

           24        would be something similar going on here.
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           25            The hazardous chemicals, there could be, but,
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            1        you know, all this fossil fuel stuff is producing

            2        a lot of hazardous chemicals, too.

            3            We've reached a point, I think, as a people

            4        of society where it's time to try something.  We

            5        can't just keep tap dancing around the issue and

            6        say it's a great idea but this is an imperfect

            7        project.  Somewhere somebody ate the first

            8        Quahog.  You know, we've got to try it.

            9            And the objections I'm hearing seem to be

           10        they're trying to hold this project hostage just

           11        to keep it from coming to pass in the first

           12        place.

           13            A gentleman spoke up that the project is

           14        outdated.  Well, if we don't do this -- this

           15        project's been going on probably for ten years, I

           16        think, so if we scrap this and start again it's

           17        going to be another ten years and we'll fight

           18        over that, and that's at least 20 years out.  I'd

           19        like to see this in my lifetime.

           20            I hear the rate payers of the State are going

           21        to be adversely affected.  People forget but

           22        Block Island is Rhode Island, too.  There's

           23        people out there just trying to eke out a living.

           24        And, you know, we -- we're good neighbors.  We

           25        bring a lot of traffic through Narragansett and
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            1        we kick in a lot hotel taxes and such to the

            2        state.

            3            The beach is, I believe, a state beach, not a

            4        Narragansett issue.

            5            Our businesses on the Island are in need of

            6        relief.  The cost of electricity is really

            7        hurting some of these small businesses that our

            8        economy depends on.  And speaking of businesses,

            9        just Block Island residents spend an awful lot of

           10        money right here in Narragansett.  Believe me,

           11        Stop & Shop's cheaper than our grocery store.

           12            So we've reached a point it's just -- it's

           13        time to stop just doing lip service and saying,

           14        oh, yes, I support green energy and we need to do

           15        this.  Here we have something that's actually

           16        happening can be done.  Is it perfect?  No.

           17        Might not be.

           18            You know, we talked about -- someone said,

           19        well, a cable to Block Island will take care of

           20        this.  Well, Bill Gates isn't going to walk

           21        through that door with his checkbook and buy

           22        Block Island a cable.  So I fully support this

           23        project.

           24            I have one more comment in closing.  Recently

           25        reading in a book by a gentleman named Bill
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            1        Bryson (ph) who actually closed his book with a

            2        comment by carbon footprint, and it was the
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            3        effect that a person living in Tanganyika takes

            4        about a year to produce the same amount of carbon

            5        that somebody in Europe produces in

            6        two-and-a-half days and someone in the United

            7        States produces in just over 24 hours.  Time to

            8        think about this, folks.  Thank you, very much.

            9                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is

           10        Catherine Bowes.

           11                 MS. BOWES:  Hello.  My name is Catherine

           12        Bowes, B-O-W-E-S, and I'm here tonight on behalf

           13        of the National Wildlife Federation and our over

           14        13,000 members across Rhode Island, many of which

           15        live here in Narragansett who share and support

           16        our mission of protecting wildlife.  And as an

           17        organization, wildlife advocacy organization, we

           18        fundamentally believe that climate change is the

           19        single greatest threat facing wildlife today here

           20        in Rhode Island, across the country and around

           21        the globe.

           22            We need only to look at each intensifying

           23        storm ravaging our coast as evidence that things

           24        are changing.  We know that climate change is

           25        real and we know what's causing it.   We know
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            1        that carbon emissions from our reliance on fossil

            2        fuels are dramatically changing our climate and

            3        leading to increasingly devastating effects on

            4        wildlife habitat.  We know that the only way we

            5        can confront this threat is to rapidly and
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            6        responsibly transition to clean energy, and

            7        because of that National Wildlife Federation

            8        strongly supports the development of offshore

            9        wind power and we're following this issue very

           10        closely.

           11            We take all development and wildlife habitat

           12        very seriously.  We believe offshore wind power

           13        can be developed responsibly and that it needs to

           14        be developed responsibly and we are strong

           15        supporters of the Block Island wind farm because

           16        we believe it meets that test.  We believe there

           17        was an incredible amount of leadership from the

           18        public and private sector here in Rhode Island

           19        through the Ocean Special Area Management Plan to

           20        identify appropriate sites for renewable energy

           21        off our shores.  And we believe that the plan

           22        proposed by Deepwater Wind will allow the

           23        construction of an offshore wind project in an

           24        environmentally responsible way, particularly

           25        with concerns with respect to issues related to
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            1        right whales which were mentioned by some earlier

            2        speakers.  We believe the company has taken great

            3        care to develop a construction plan for that

            4        project that takes that issue into account.

            5            As many of the speakers have discussed

            6        already, we are at a moment in this country where

            7        we really need to begin a transition and shift

            8        away from fossil fuels.  We've got to get
Page 51



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt

            9        started.  Europe has been producing thousands of

           10        megawatts of power from offshore winds for over

           11        20 years.  There are 60 projects up and spinning

           12        around the world producing tens of thousands of

           13        jobs and bringing clean energy online overseas.

           14        It's time for America to catch up.  Other

           15        countries around the world are also beginning to

           16        mobilize and tap their off shore resources,

           17        Japan, China.  It's time -- we have an incredible

           18        domestic energy source sitting right off our

           19        shores here in New England and we believe it's

           20        time to move forward.

           21            With respect to the issue actually in front

           22        of the Department of Environmental Management

           23        today, we do strongly support the cable landing

           24        application at issue.  We realize that unlike all

           25        of the many issues that are being discussed here
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            1        today, that actually is the decision before you

            2        today is to approve that cable landing

            3        application and we do believe that the project is

            4        proposed in a way that will not adversely effect

            5        water quality or wildlife habitat in the area.

            6            Again, National Wildlife Federation is an

            7        organization with over a 75-year history of

            8        speaking up for wildlife and we strongly believe

            9        that this project is good for wildlife here in

           10        Rhode Island and we strongly urge you to support

           11        it.  Thank you.
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           12                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is

           13        James O'Neill.

           14                 MR. O'NEIL:  Good evening.  My name is

           15        James E. O'Neil with one L and I'm a resident of

           16        Narragansett for about 54 years now and I happen

           17        to have the luxury of being a resident of Block

           18        Island as well.

           19            And at the onset I'd like to say that I went

           20        to Block Island because I thought I'd go over

           21        there to relax and get away from issues, and it

           22        was very far from my mind to think that I would

           23        be involved in this, but it is.  It's important.

           24            I don't have a client.  I'm representing

           25        myself as a citizen.  I work with the Deepwater
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            1        Resistance.  And I don't have a particular

            2        client, but I do have a dog in this fight as they

            3        say.

            4            I think it's very important that Block

            5        Islanders -- and I say Block Islanders -- people

            6        who reside on Block Island summer and winter,

            7        there's not a heck of a lot of real islanders

            8        left, but there's people who reside there year

            9        around and their plight needs to be recognized.

           10            There's a -- I'd like to assure them that we

           11        all recognize that the Island needs relief.  When

           12        I say "relief," I mean prompt relief from the

           13        exorbitant utility rates that they've been

           14        compelled to pay over the many years.
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           15            But it's important for us also to recognize

           16        that those exorbitant rates are not the fault of

           17        any one party or person or entity.  It really --

           18        the rates are the fault of all of us as Rhode

           19        Islanders, every one of us in this state, because

           20        we fail to link our arms together as one

           21        community and to seek sound solutions to serious

           22        problems.  That's a pervasive problem that we see

           23        throughout the state and throughout many issues

           24        that confront us.

           25            I became involved in this issue in February
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            1        of 2010 when I happened to read a little bit

            2        about it and I called a member of the Governor

            3        Carcieri's Stakeholders Committee as a professor

            4        at Brown, engineering professor.

            5            Some things didn't make sense to me.  I kind

            6        of smelled a rat, as they say.  When I was a

            7        prosecutor for 20 years, I put a lot of people in

            8        jail, a lot of fraud, a lot of public corruption.

            9        My antenna went up.

           10            I listened to that professor for about an

           11        hour and a quarter.  It was 5:00 o'clock.  It was

           12        a lousy February day.  I was sitting in my office

           13        by myself.  And I just listened to him, listened

           14        to his dissenting views, but he was a lonesome --

           15        he was a lonesome voice in Governor Carcieri's

           16        Stakeholders Committee.

           17            I know that we're here tonight just to view
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           18        the credibility of a very limited dimension of

           19        the overall project, water quality certificate,

           20        dredging permits.  And we don't mean to put you

           21        in an awkward position because we all have gone

           22        way beyond the scope of that issue that you folks

           23        are confronted with tonight, but what I'd like

           24        suggest to you is that you take the message home

           25        loud and clear -- "home," I mean to the
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            1        Department -- that many of us expressed very good

            2        solid reasons why this is a poor project for

            3        Rhode Island.

            4            You know, there's an old adage that the chain

            5        is only as strong as its weakest link, so we

            6        can't bifurcate every issue that confronts this

            7        project and say, well, it's their responsibility

            8        or it's their responsibility.  I just happened to

            9        look at this in a very myopic fashion.  And I

           10        think Joy McCarthy alluded to the fact that we

           11        would be looking at this as a -- in a very myopic

           12        fashion because we were just concerned with a

           13        water quality certificate and a dredging permit.

           14            So I think it's important that you at DEM

           15        look at this project in a more holistic sense.

           16            And I have correspondence that I drafted to

           17        present to you.  I'm going to try to outline that

           18        briefly as I can.  We look at Black Point, I

           19        think there's a need for us to harken back in

           20        history to what Black Point was all about.  And
Page 55



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt

           21        I -- I must say that I -- I hear all these

           22        dedicated young environmentalists, which I

           23        consider myself one, and I want to link arms with

           24        them, I want to give them a hug and say, hey, I'm

           25        with you but I don't want them to be had.  And
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            1        they're being had by this discourse over this

            2        issue.  Because there's nobody here, I don't

            3        think, that's not for renewable energy.  I think

            4        every one of us are for renewable energy.  All of

            5        us think about climate change.  We all want

            6        relief from fossil fuel.

            7            That's not what's before us.  What's before

            8        us is how do we proceed in a sound, sane fashion

            9        to address the problem that we're confronted

           10        with, the problem of relieving ourselves from

           11        dependency on fossil fuel?

           12            There's a number of statements that have been

           13        offered this evening that I could take issue

           14        with, but I don't think it's appropriate to take

           15        issue with any one person, their position.  I do

           16        wish people would identify themselves if they're

           17        on Deepwater's payroll.  That would kind of give

           18        me a little idea as to what motivates their

           19        testimony, but we're not in the cross-examination

           20        posture.  We're just here to ask you to carry the

           21        message back to Providence.

           22            Black Point, for those of you who are not

           23        aware, was saved in 1986.  They talk about a
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           24        Donnybrook.  That's an Irish term.  And that was

           25        quite a Donnybrook.  And myself, Terry Tierney,

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     63

            1        other attorneys, Richard Willie (sic) from the

            2        Island were on the front lines of that battle

            3        with Downing Corporation.  They wanted to put

            4        about 80 condominium units down there at Black

            5        Point.

            6            I can remember being before CRMC which was

            7        not an ally of environmental initiatives at all

            8        times in those days, and the chairman putting his

            9        finger right in my face when I was AG.

           10            I can remember the concrete workers would

           11        line the walls shipped in by Downing Corporation

           12        trying to stand there with their arms folded and

           13        intimidate us so our voices wouldn't be heard.

           14            Well, thanks to the people of Narragansett

           15        and elsewhere we saved Black Point for the

           16        public.  That was a long, hard-fought battle.

           17        And now the public enjoys Black Point.

           18            And out of that, CRMC categorized the waters

           19        abutting Black Point as Type 1 waters.  Type 1

           20        waters, as you well know, cause for strict

           21        scrutiny with respect to any adverse impact on

           22        any of the environmental factors associated with

           23        Type 1 waters.  I need not list them out, but it

           24        calls for a microscope to be used to examine

           25        whether or not dredging or a water quality

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
Page 57



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt
�

                                                                     64

            1        certificate is in any way going to compromise the

            2        quality of those waters.

            3            Now, the goal of CRMC was to preserve and

            4        protect those waters and any uses that have the

            5        potential to degrade the scenic wildlife and

            6        plant habitat values.

            7            I've appended to my correspondence to you,

            8        Mr. Gagnon, it's an old article, it's called

            9        "Black Point Blues."  It isn't a song but it

           10        could be, but it tells you all about that fight,

           11        and I unfortunately don't know what the

           12        publication was that printed this, but it's

           13        appended to my correspondence.

           14            And the other dimension of the concept of the

           15        use of that land that I bring to your attention

           16        is Deepwater, LLC, Deepwater Wind, LLC, chartered

           17        in the State of Delaware, which, in fact, is

           18        controlled by D.E. Shaw, the hedge fund in New

           19        York that has the money to support this

           20        initiative, is taking public land and using it

           21        for one's private use.

           22            Now, there's a concept in the law that can be

           23        applied here.  You cannot take public land and

           24        use it for private use unless you pay heed to all

           25        the requirements that would be put forth if an
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            1        individual were going to be using that property

            2        in that town.

            3            A longwinded way of saying that the Town of

            4        Narragansett has a Zoning Board, it has a

            5        Planning Board, and when you use the public land

            6        for private use, that's one of the stops along

            7        the way.  That challenge has never been addressed

            8        by anyone.

            9            I stand to be corrected, but I think it's an

           10        arguable position, issue to take, arguable

           11        position I should say.

           12            Now, the citizens of Narragansett packed this

           13        hall, they stood loud and clear, and they said,

           14        "we don't want this cable in our town."  Well,

           15        our town doesn't -- line doesn't stop at the

           16        Coast Guard station.  It stops at the Coast Guard

           17        station way down in Point Judith, but it doesn't

           18        stop here at the end of the town beach.

           19        Our voices were heard loud and clear and now a

           20        private entity seeks to co-op another dimension

           21        of our town, albeit a dimension that's owned by

           22        the State of Rhode Island.

           23            Now, the other thought that I would share

           24        with you is a public policy issue.

           25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I thought we were
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            1        limited to five minutes.

            2                 MR. GAGNON:  We have time.  We'll give

            3        him a second.
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            4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I understand, but

            5        everybody else held themselves to five minutes.

            6                 MR. O'NEIL:  That's all right, my

            7        friend.  I put 26 years into my government.  I'd

            8        like to be heard.

            9                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I understand

           10        that.  You seem to be politicking.

           11                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Rules are the

           12        rules.  The rules are the rules.

           13                 MR. GAGNON:  We'll wrap it up.  Just

           14        please let him finish.

           15                 MR. O'NEIL:  Now, when you look at

           16        public policy, I've appended to my correspondence

           17        to you the position of the six governors of the

           18        State of Rhode Island.  I think one of the

           19        speakers earlier, one of the young

           20        environmentalists, alluded to this.  And you will

           21        see the language is abundantly clear that the six

           22        governors including our Governor, Governor

           23        Chafee, were pursuing measures aimed at bringing

           24        cleaner, more reliable and cheaper energy to the

           25        region.
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            1            Marion Gold quoted the $0.08 per kilowatt

            2        that wind energy would be available from the

            3        State of Maine.  That speaks volumes.

            4            To endorse this project is contrary to public

            5        policy that's been articulated but about two

            6        weeks ago and reported in the Providence Journal.
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            7            The figures have been bantered around about

            8        cost and the economy, impact on the economy, and

            9        I have great respect for everybody from Block

           10        Island that's here, but don't be misled, it might

           11        say 90 to 130,000,000 you're going to save,

           12        that's not the answer because you're paying $0.54

           13        and change now, this project's going to be from

           14        24.4 up to an estimated above $0.40.  You'll be

           15        back where you began by the end of this voyage.

           16            And the rate payers, don't be deceived, pay

           17        for the demolition costs of a 15- to 20-year

           18        shelf life of the 650-foot turbines that lay in

           19        the ocean off the southeast leg.  So it's going

           20        to come back to bite you in the backside, as they

           21        say.

           22            And you'll pay for the maintenance, you'll

           23        pay for the cable installation.  And when we talk

           24        about fossil fuel, let's think about the service,

           25        like my friend Kevin Hunt probably might want to
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            1        testify, and he happens to run a tugboat.  How

            2        much fossil fuel do you burn on that baby going

            3        back and forth?

            4            So all of this -- all of these factors should

            5        serve as a clarion call to all that Deepwater is

            6        really a project that is contrary to public

            7        policy.

            8            And I'll wind up with this.  If you look out

            9        at the proposed installation site and you look to
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           10        the left, you'll see Mr. Glitten's fish traps

           11        that have been there for years.  Norris Pike and

           12        I impact (sic) fish at the co-op together

           13        50 years ago or 54 years ago, whatever it was,

           14        and Glitten's had those fish traps probably that

           15        long.  Now, I don't know if anybody's done a

           16        study to see what impact it's going to have on

           17        the fish traps or not.  If there was done, good.

           18        I'm glad it was done.

           19            But I do know one thing, I haven't seen any

           20        mention of our illustrious sewage treatment plant

           21        which lies about maybe, oh, a half,

           22        three-quarters of a mile south of the proposed

           23        cable.

           24            Years ago some not very clear thinking people

           25        saw that it would be -- thought it would be wise
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            1        to put a sewage treatment plant right in our

            2        pristine beach area.  Now, that discharges all of

            3        our waste and gets overloaded if it comes in from

            4        the co-op.

            5            Now, when you dig down, if that's the area

            6        you travel from, you're going to make methane gas

            7        that will choke a horse.  It's not a place that's

            8        going to -- that one's going to want to travel to

            9        spend a nice, sunny summer day.

           10                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How much fossil

           11        fuel does a coal plant --

           12                 MR. GAGNON:  Let him finish.
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           13                 MR. O'NEIL:  In closing I'll say, if

           14        you're concerned about 38 Studios as most

           15        citizens are, that's going to look like an inside

           16        pitch by Kurt Schilling compared to the negative

           17        dimensions of this project as proposed.  But an

           18        inside game from the get-go.

           19            I urge you, our government as appointed

           20        officials, to check that inside game to stop this

           21        project now and get to work in giving Block

           22        Island the relief it deserves.  Thank you.

           23                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Remember Jim

           24        O'Neill on election day everybody.

           25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's a
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            1        politician.

            2                 MR. GAGNON:  Please hold the comments.

            3        We've got about 12 more speakers to get to.

            4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Folks, if we could keep

            5        silent and give some respect to the speakers.

            6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Review the facts.

            7                 MR. O'REILY:  Who are you?

            8                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You don't need to

            9        know.

           10                 MR. O'REILY:  I don't need to know.

           11        Doesn't that speak volumes, folks?

           12                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Please keep quiet until

           13        we're finished.  Henry DuPont, please.

           14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'm the guy you

           15        called me for a favor.  You didn't even know me,
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           16        but I was on the other end of the phone.

           17                 MR. DuPONT:  Good evening.  Thank you

           18        for having this hearing tonight.  My name is

           19        Henry DuPont, D-U-P-O-N-T.  I'm a Block Island

           20        resident for 35 years, and I'm not on the

           21        Deepwater payroll.  I'm a former Block Island New

           22        Shoreham Town Council member, and because of my

           23        energy background I've served on numerous study

           24        committees and energy task forces to evaluate

           25        ways to reduce Block Island's energy costs.  And
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            1        the cable solution is the only viable solution.

            2        So we on Block Island are happy that the

            3        Deepwater Wind Project makes this opportunity

            4        available to us.

            5            I was also the wind energy project manager

            6        for the Nasa DOA wind energy project on Block

            7        Island from 1976 to 1983 and have been involved

            8        in wind energy engineering consulting for the

            9        last 35 years.

           10            Most recently I worked for COWI, which is one

           11        of the largest offshore wind energy consulting

           12        firms in the world and they have designed over

           13        1,000 megawatts of offshore wind energy projects.

           14        So I'm quite familiar with the offshore wind

           15        collection systems, the transmission cables and

           16        especially the onshore/offshore innerface and the

           17        runs to the substation.

           18            I've reviewed the Deepwater Wind application
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           19        for water quality certification and dredging and,

           20        in my opinion, the design of the Deepwater Wind

           21        Project that you're considering today, the cable

           22        runs, is in accordance with best industry design

           23        practices.

           24            You heard about the benefits of this project

           25        to Block Island which include an addition or
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            1        greater than 2,000,000 a year savings by the

            2        electric power consumers, and of this I just

            3        wanted to point out, 600,000 is what the Town's

            4        share of this would be which would be shared by

            5        all the taxpayers of Block Island.

            6            We on Block Island don't understand what the

            7        opposition to the issue is and we also don't

            8        understand why you're being asked to consider

            9        issues that are clearly outside of the DEM's

           10        jurisdiction in granting these permits.

           11            Especially with regard to the cable and its

           12        health and public safety issues where the cable

           13        comes ashore.  There's certainly heavily shielded

           14        cables like this that are running this deep in

           15        the ground that should not be detectable by

           16        humans and certainly should not cause any of the

           17        kind of health impacts that have been described

           18        by earlier speakers.

           19            So I urge you to grant the applicant the

           20        water quality certificate and dredging permit.

           21        And I thank you for setting up these hearings and
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           22        allowing us to address it.

           23                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           24        speaker is Terrance Tierney.

           25                 MR. TIERNEY:  Good evening.  My name is

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     73

            1        Terrance Tierney, spelled T-I-E-R-N-E-Y.  I'm an

            2        attorney at law in Newport, Rhode Island.  And

            3        I'm speaking tonight on behalf of my clients

            4        Michael and Maggie Dalia (ph) of Block Island in

            5        opposition to Deepwater Wind's request for a

            6        dredging permit and water quality certification

            7        for the construction of a proposed electric

            8        transmission cable between Block Island and the

            9        mainland.

           10            As you know, components of the transmission

           11        system including the Scarborough Beach

           12        alternative require a permit under Section 10 of

           13        the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the

           14        Clean Water Act and, therefore, require a water

           15        quality certification under Section 401 of the

           16        Clean Water Act and that's for good reason.

           17            I want to step aside for a second from my

           18        comments and commend DEM for providing this basic

           19        right to at least comment at a public forum on

           20        this unprecedented request to develop publicly

           21        owned coastal resources for a private benefit.

           22            In stark contrast, as you know, the United

           23        States Army Corps of Engineers has not provided

           24        such an opportunity for a public hearing with
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           25        regard to Deepwater's request to develop
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            1        federally controlled coastal resources, and it

            2        apparently sees no need to allow the public to

            3        even comment at a public hearing on these plans

            4        to dredge federal waters.

            5            We view the actions of the Army Corps of

            6        Engineers as being a disgrace in a democratic

            7        society.

            8            Now, my clients previously presented comments

            9        to DEM in opposition to plans to land the

           10        proposed cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  As we

           11        pointed out last April during a public hearing on

           12        this proposal, RIDEM's public notice erroneously

           13        claimed that the transmission cable from Block

           14        Island would make landfall at the Narragansett

           15        Town Beach.  We asserted that the public hearing

           16        should not have been convened until permission

           17        from the Town of Narragansett had been secured

           18        and noted that it was premature for RIDEM to ask

           19        the public to review and comment on the

           20        environmental impacts of the project because a

           21        landing site had not been secured and the

           22        proposed landing site might never be allowed.

           23            Well, as it turns out the applicant later

           24        withdrew its request to the Town in the face of

           25        overwhelming opposition to the project and the

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

Page 67



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt
                                                                     75

            1        Narragansett Town Council has since denied

            2        permission to use any Town property for the

            3        transmission cable.

            4            So when it turned a blind eye to the lack of

            5        local permission and proceeded to schedule a

            6        hearing on what was an incomplete application

            7        last April, RIDEM basically just wasted

            8        everyone's time and forced us to come back here

            9        in December.

           10            As was pointed out to RIDEM last April during

           11        the public hearing, no genuine examination of

           12        alternatives to the project has yet taken place

           13        and that's due to the applicant's outright

           14        refusal to discuss alternatives within the

           15        environmental report that has been submitted to

           16        regulatory agencies.

           17            Numerous preferable alternatives exist for

           18        meeting this state's renewable energy goals

           19        without sacrificing our environmental quality,

           20        yet they still have not been evaluated.

           21        Therefore, in deciding whether Deepwater has

           22        satisfied its burden of proof to support issuance

           23        of the requested permits, DEM needs to address

           24        the questions that have been left unanswered in

           25        the application and in the recent modification of

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     76

            1        the environmental report for this project.  These

            2        include the basic questions of whether the
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            3        project is even needed and whether the purported

            4        benefits can be realized by alternative means

            5        that will not cause the short-term and long-term

            6        adverse impacts that are documented in the

            7        applicant's own environmental report.

            8            Rather than relying solely on the applicant's

            9        self-serving minimization of the expected

           10        environmental consequences of dredging miles of

           11        ocean floor and from installing and then

           12        abandoning tons of heavy metal in the ocean,

           13        RIDEM should undertake its own independent

           14        assessment of the ecological consequences of this

           15        proposal.

           16            The applicant's environmental report that has

           17        now been modified to reflect Deepwater's change

           18        in plans has severely underestimated the

           19        cumulative impacts that are expected to occur

           20        from the proposed dredging activities.

           21            Since the time the environmental report was

           22        first submitted much has changed in terms of

           23        offshore wind.  The subject project is not a

           24        demonstration project as represented since the

           25        applicant has now secured rights to develop a
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            1        much larger wind farm in offshore federal waters

            2        and plans to do so.

            3            Because this larger project is proceeding,

            4        the Department must consider the cumulative

            5        impacts from dredging for both the subject
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            6        project as well as the upcoming, much larger

            7        offshore wind farm.

            8            Deepwater's environmental report fails to

            9        even acknowledge such cumulative impacts and they

           10        have not been examined by anyone.  So before

           11        RIDEM issues any permits, it really needs to face

           12        reality here and factor into the decision the

           13        prospect of cumulative adverse impacts from the

           14        wind farm that's coming our way.

           15            An independent review of impact and

           16        alternatives is essential because the project

           17        proponent has downplayed the impacts that can be

           18        expected to flow from the project.  The applicant

           19        has admitted, for instance, that winter flounder

           20        have designated a central fish habitat within the

           21        project area, yet it inappropriately dismisses

           22        the expected losses to such habitat as minimal.

           23            We completely disagree.  Winter flounder is

           24        an important commercial fish species and source

           25        of food, yet they are in severe decline in this
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            1        region, as you know.  Deepwater's plans to use a

            2        dredging method that will bury winter flounder

            3        eggs and larvae for many miles will only worsen

            4        the situation and will certainly impede the

            5        recovery of this important fish species.

            6            We should not allow juvenile adult winter

            7        flounder to be buried too deep in sand and

            8        sediment to survive when many available
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            9        alternatives to doing so exist but have yet to be

           10        explored.

           11            Additionally, impacts the fish from the

           12        electromagnetic fields that will emanate from the

           13        energized cables will -- are not well understood

           14        in the scientific community, and additional

           15        research should be required in order to support

           16        the application.

           17            Reliance by Deepwater on mere theories about

           18        such impacts and on a so-called theoretical

           19        detection level with regard to EMF exposure is

           20        simply not acceptable.  Science should guide your

           21        decision and the applicant has not met its burden

           22        of proof with regard to this critical issue by

           23        relying on unproven theories by paid consultants

           24        rather than unbiased scientific studies.

           25            We wish to point out that Deepwater's
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            1        environmental report underestimates the impacts

            2        from dredging by assuming that RIDEM will allow

            3        it to leave the transmission cable on the ocean

            4        floor when it reaches the end of its useful life.

            5

            6            RIDEM has not granted site permission and it

            7        should not allow the applicant's solid waste to

            8        litter the ocean for decades to come.  Just as

            9        with Deepwater's earlier erroneous assumption

           10        about plans to use Narragansett Town Beach as a

           11        landing zone, RIDEM should not permit the
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           12        applicant to make unwarranted assumptions that

           13        serve to hide the total impact of the

           14        environment -- to the environment that can be

           15        expected.

           16            Until the day comes where RIDEM approves

           17        Deepwater's plans to leave miles of the ocean

           18        bottom flooded with junk in the form of an

           19        abandoned cable, the applicant should be required

           20        to at least assess the impacts associated with

           21        removal of the cable which must be at least equal

           22        to the impacts that have been identified from the

           23        installation process and, therefore, should be

           24        double the amount of impacts that have been

           25        documented.
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            1            If RIDEM denies the requested dredging

            2        permit, as we believe it should, Deepwater will

            3        then have the burden of proof on appeal to show

            4        that the issuance of the permit, quote, "will not

            5        be contrary to the public interest."  And that,

            6        of course, is under Rule 13.5.3.3 of the RIDEM

            7        rules and regulations for dredging and the

            8        management of dredge materials.

            9            RIDEM must, therefore, consider the overall

           10        public interest in making its decision, including

           11        the socioeconomic impacts of this cable.  If and

           12        when RIDEM independently assesses the cost and

           13        benefits of the project, it will find that the

           14        project is not needed to satisfy the state's
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           15        renewable energy goals and will, in fact,

           16        severely harm the economy of the State in many

           17        ways.

           18            I just want to briefly make a point about

           19        what we've heard about the comments about how the

           20        diesel fuel on Block Island is going to be

           21        displaced when these wind turbines come online.

           22        That is a fallacy.  Nothing in law or contract

           23        requires Block Island's power company to stop

           24        using the generators.  Instead, it will simply

           25        use the new cable to wheel power off the
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            1        distribution centers where much of the energy

            2        will be wasted due to a variety of reasons, so

            3        there will be no offset.

            4            And I'm challenging you, each and every one

            5        of you, to rethink your position in light of this

            6        undisputable fact.  Those power generators on

            7        Block Island are not going to be shut down just

            8        because the turbines are turned on.

            9            In closing, let me remind you of the

           10        legislative findings made by our General Assembly

           11        in enacting our law on dredging in Chapter 6.1 of

           12        Title 46 where the legislature stated that,

           13        quote, "preservation and restoration of

           14        ecological systems shall be the primary guiding

           15        principle upon which environmental alteration of

           16        coastal resources will be measured, judged and

           17        regulated," end quote.
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           18            With those words in mind, we ask that RIDEM

           19        deny the request of the dredging permit and water

           20        quality certification.  Thank you.

           21                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           22        speaker is James Salafia.

           23                 MR. SALAFIA:  Hi.  James Salafia,

           24        S-A-L-A-F-I-A.  Hi everyone.  My name's James

           25        Salafia.  I'm a recent graduate of the University

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�

                                                                     82

            1        of Rhode Island with a degree in Environmental

            2        Science and Management.  I have a strong

            3        background in Geographic Information Systems and

            4        have experience with geospacial data analysis.

            5            I'm highly in favor of the proposed Deepwater

            6        Wind Farm because we need to decrease our

            7        dependency of obtaining energy through coal

            8        burning and other inefficient practices.

            9            In records to the Scarborough Beach landing

           10        site for the transmission cable, I think it's an

           11        appropriate location, will have relatively low

           12        impacts, and will prove to be effective.

           13            We should support efforts for renewable

           14        energy and efforts to increase air pollution and

           15        carbon emissions.

           16            Lastly, coming from quite possibly the

           17        youngest speaker here and being a recent graduate

           18        with a large student loans to pay off, I'm a bit

           19        disappointed that most of the adults here are so

           20        focused on counting pennies and worried about how
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           21        this will be effecting their spending instead of

           22        focusing on making an important first step

           23        towards restoring the balance to our environment

           24        on a small and global scale.  Thank you.

           25                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
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            1        speaker is Meg Rogers.

            2                 MS. ROGERS:  Good evening and thank you

            3        to DEM for holding this hearing in Narragansett

            4        tonight.  My name is Meg Rogers and I'm a

            5        resident of Narragansett.

            6            When the people of Narragansett learned the

            7        facts about Deepwater Wind's proposed

            8        installation of the cable at our beach, we

            9        through our elected officials and the Town

           10        Council voted five to nothing against the cables

           11        entering our town's beaches.

           12            Narragansett Senator Dawson Hodgson has

           13        reaffirmed this strong opposition to the

           14        Deepwater Wind Project on behalf of the people

           15        whom he represents and in whose district the

           16        trenching and drilling will occur.

           17            Deepwater Wind wants to dig a trench and lay

           18        a cable at the beach, which belongs to the people

           19        of Rhode Island, Scarborough Beach, which, as we

           20        can see, is one small span of public land.

           21            And I did want to point out for the benefit

           22        of those who haven't walked the site, is that

           23        Scarborough Beach is a very small span of beach.
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           24        In fact, there is a pavilion built right here.

           25        Right there is the drain for the wastewater and
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            1        right there is where the hole will be dug and the

            2        trench will be made, the cut will be made, so

            3        it's literally in the middle of Scarborough

            4        Beach.  It's not at the north end of the beach as

            5        has been asserted.

            6            I'm here tonight to state my opposition to

            7        the installation of Deepwater Wind's cable and

            8        ask you not to issue the permit.  Deepwater Wind

            9        has been sold to the General Assembly as a green

           10        project with potential positive impacts on

           11        climate change.

           12            I ask DEM not assume the risk for a project

           13        that could result in degradation of habitat and

           14        the local ecology all done in the belief that the

           15        project could have an impact on sea level rise.

           16            Does anyone really believe that when

           17        Deepwater Wind builds its industrial wind

           18        turbines in Block Island Sound that sea level

           19        will no longer rise?

           20            On the other hand, does anyone not really

           21        believe that the construction, the drilling and

           22        the maintaining 659-foot industrial size wind

           23        turbines will impact habitat and ecology in Rhode

           24        Island's waters?  Who will issue the water

           25        quality certificate when the blades are rusty and
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            1        abandoned?  When you put a road into an

            2        undeveloped forest, you degrade habitat.

            3            Tonight we are poised to drill into the

            4        waters off Scarborough Beach and our beloved

            5        Block Island.  The environmental community has

            6        resisted drilling in ANWR, the Alaskan National

            7        Wildlife Refuge, because construction and

            8        maintenance activities would destroy habitat and

            9        impact the local ecology.

           10            Some might say, well, there's a difference

           11        between Block Island Sound and ANWR.  Yes, there

           12        is a difference, a big one.  The difference is

           13        that the nature conservancy has declared Block

           14        Island to be one of the last 12 great places in

           15        the western hemisphere.

           16            Block Island is home to a national wildlife

           17        refuge which is located in the Atlantic flyway

           18        and is a stopover for 70 species of migratory

           19        song birds.  The National Fish & Wildlife Service

           20        website tells us, quote, "Block Island is

           21        internationally recognized as one of the most

           22        important migratory bird habitats on the East

           23        Coast attracting hundreds of birders to the

           24        Island each fall."

           25            The Nature Conservancy and the Audubon
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            1        Society participate in the management of this

            2        refuge.  It is a poorly kept secret that wind

            3        turbines kill birds.

            4            The Obama administration has recently settled

            5        a lawsuit with Duke Energy Company because its

            6        wind turbines killed protected birds in Wyoming.

            7        In the press releases concerning the Duke Energy

            8        settlement, Dr. George Fenwick, President of the

            9        American Bird Conservancy, stated that, quote,

           10        "wind energy is not green if it is killing

           11        hundreds of thousands of birds."

           12            In the same release, Dr. Michael Hutchins, an

           13        international authority on wildlife conservation,

           14        management and policy, and the author of 220

           15        scholarly articles and books on wildlife and the

           16        overseer of the American Bird Conservancies Bird

           17        Smart Wind Energy Campaign stated that the wind

           18        energy -- wind industry, excuse me, should be

           19        treated like other for profit energy industries.

           20            "We believe it's necessary," said

           21        Dr. Hutchins, "to enforce development

           22        restrictions on wind such as avoiding bird

           23        migration corridors in places where protected

           24        species and sensitive habitats are present.  When

           25        the birds die on the Deepwater Wind turbines no
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            1        one will ever know except for Deepwater Wind."

            2            Therefore, I would ask Rhode Island DEM to

            3        ensure that Deepwater Wind gets the required
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            4        permits that the Obama administration is now

            5        requiring for bird kills.  I ask DEM to enforce

            6        all existing and new law protecting migratory and

            7        endangered bird species which are likely to fly

            8        through the wind turbines during their migration.

            9            Block Islanders pay a high price for

           10        electricity as they do for many things including

           11        milk and bread.  There are cheaper ways to help

           12        our neighbors on Block Island solve this problem

           13        such as a cable between the Island and the

           14        mainland.  If the public policy in Rhode Island

           15        is to support lower electric rates on Block

           16        Island, the PUC could encourage the electric

           17        company to subsidize their rates.

           18            Propane, passive solar hot water systems for

           19        residences and businesses or modern trash to

           20        energy incinerators are other solutions all

           21        costing less and posing far less risk to our

           22        environment.

           23            The financial cost of this project to the

           24        people of Rhode Island who are already suffering

           25        from a struggling economy in the form of higher
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            1        electric rates is in the order of $600,000, but

            2        the environmental cost to our families who rely

            3        upon fishing, fishing habitats and the damage to

            4        the local ecology is yet to be determined.

            5            Under oath, Deepwater Wind has testified that

            6        only six permanent jobs will be created for Rhode
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            7        Islanders.  A back-of-the-envelope calculation

            8        yields that these jobs will cost Rhode Island

            9        rate payers about $4,000,000 a year, 500,000,000

           10        divided by 20 years divided by six jobs.

           11            Lastly, the evidence submitted to and agreed

           12        to by the Public Utilities Commission here in

           13        Rhode Island is that there is no public benefit

           14        either economically or environmentally.  It was

           15        an action of the General Assembly which allowed

           16        the PUC to approve the power purchase agreement.

           17            Three former Attorneys General of Rhode

           18        Island have publicly opposed this project.  This

           19        is a private business deal authorized by our

           20        General Assembly which does not affect the DEM's

           21        decision on location and compliance with law and

           22        public policy.

           23            And I'd like to address the directional

           24        drilling.  Currently, Deepwater Wind has offered

           25        two options as to how the cable at Scarborough
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            1        could be constructed, a direct cut or a

            2        horizontal directional drill.  I urge DEM, if

            3        they do consider issuing this ill-advised

            4        certificate, to require Deepwater Wind to do the

            5        directional drill versus a traditional cut and

            6        cover.  A directional drill will protect

            7        sensitive habitats but it is more expensive for

            8        Deepwater Wind.

            9            And how is Deepwater Wind going to cross all
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           10        of the barriers?  That is a question that remains

           11        unanswered tonight.  Again, I pose the issuance

           12        of this permit and I ask DEM to consider what

           13        I've said here tonight.  Thank you.

           14                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           15        speaker is Roy Coulombe.

           16                 MR. COULOMBE:  My name is Coulombe,

           17        C-O-U-L-O-M-B-E.  I'm the Vice President of Rhode

           18        Island Building Trades (sic).  It's late, I don't

           19        want to hold people any longer, but I've heard so

           20        much here tonight.

           21            What's a permanent job?  I don't know what a

           22        permanent job is really.  Who's got a permanent

           23        job?  I heard the State Senator talk about six

           24        temporary jobs.  I can assure you if this project

           25        goes forward there's more than six jobs available
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            1        and, yeah, they're all -- they're temporary, but

            2        they're temporary for a while and that's what we

            3        do.  We take temporary jobs and turn them into a

            4        career.

            5            I can tell you the Deepwater, up to this

            6        point, has had literally a dozen temporary jobs

            7        in Providence.  Go to their office.  There's all

            8        kinds of people working on this project, paying

            9        taxes in Rhode Island.  So to diminish the effect

           10        of jobs in Rhode Island in this economy is

           11        disingenuous.

           12            I want to thank some of the people here for
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           13        their public service in the past, but I wish I

           14        had two houses.  I wish my members had two

           15        houses.  Okay?

           16            This is a good project.  There's cables all

           17        over the ocean, all over the world.  There's

           18        cables that -- one of the Town Council members

           19        right here in Narragansett spoke about on Cape

           20        Cod that there was supposedly a big fight down

           21        there about the cable that came in from

           22        Nantucket.  He went there.  He did his research.

           23        I don't remember the gentleman's name, but this

           24        guy spoke passionately.  And he went to Cape Cod

           25        and went and checked out the cable and nobody
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            1        could remember where the cable came ashore from.

            2            They have fishing and they have oystering.

            3        They have all kinds of environmental cares on the

            4        Cape.  They fought the Cape Wind Project for

            5        years down there.

            6            Look, this is a good project.  A cable coming

            7        ashore ten feet under the sand somewhere between

            8        some pipes for sewage or whatever you want to

            9        call it, I don't see how people -- I don't know

           10        if people are over there laying out in the sun.

           11            I've been to Scarborough Beach.  It's a

           12        beautiful beach.  That's -- those pipes don't

           13        bother me.  A cable under the pipes or between

           14        the pipes?  I don't see how that's going to

           15        bother anybody.
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           16            We need these jobs.  There's all kinds of

           17        towns and cities in this state that take on all

           18        kinds of responsibility to keep this state going

           19        forward, Cranston with the ACI, Johnston with the

           20        landfill, T.F. Green the fights going on over

           21        there, planes flying over their heads.  We're

           22        looking for a cable to come ten feet under the

           23        sand that nobody's going to even remember like

           24        they don't remember on Cape Cod.

           25            Please pass this.  It has no environmental
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            1        effect.  It will not effect the fishing.  It

            2        really won't.  As a matter of fact, the towers

            3        out on Block Island will be reefs for the fish to

            4        breed.  Thank you.

            5                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is Tina

            6        Jackson.

            7                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can I ask a

            8        question?  May I pose a question?  How many more

            9        speakers do you have?

           10                 MR. GAGNON:  Four.

           11                 MR. BIANCULLI:  After Ms. Jackson, we

           12        have three more speakers.  Is Ms. Jackson

           13        present?

           14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I think she went

           15        to the ladies' room.

           16                 MR. BIANCULLI:  I'm going to call the

           17        next speaker and we'll get back to Ms. Jackson.

           18        Our next speaker is Joel Hovanesian.  We'll
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           19        return to Joel in a moment.  Next speaker is

           20        Kevin Hunt.

           21                 MR. HUNT:  Good evening.  My name is

           22        Kevin Hunt.  I live on Burnside.  I overlook

           23        where they want to bring the cable in.  I've

           24        lived there for over 30 years and in those

           25        30 years -- I'd like to make, like, three points,
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            1        if I could.

            2            In those 30 years, I watched them build a

            3        beautiful pavilion.  But since then, I've watched

            4        it deteriorate every year.  I look at it and I

            5        was wondering are they ever going to fix this up

            6        and bring it back to what it was and every year

            7        it just keeps getting worse and worse.

            8            Now we have an opportunity to help our state,

            9        Number 1, but also beautify Scarborough Beach.

           10        And it would help all my neighbors, our

           11        properties, and everyone that uses the beach come

           12        out and see a beautiful beach.  It's ridiculous

           13        not to.

           14            They're right.  There's cable, you'll never

           15        see it, it'll never be there.  And I overlook it

           16        every day.  They come in and install it.  I'm in

           17        that industry.  They'll lay the cable.  They'll

           18        be gone.  No one will ever know about it.  That's

           19        my first point.

           20            My second point are the people of Block

           21        Island.  If we don't do this for them, when are
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           22        we going to do it?  It will go on for the next

           23        hundred years.  And Block Island only gets bigger

           24        and it's an economic engine and we should support

           25        those people.  We should support that island.  We
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            1        just can't forget them.  And they pay five times

            2        what the people in -- on the mainland pay.

            3        That's not fair.

            4            And thirdly, and I think the most important

            5        thing, is we're going to walk away from a five

            6        billion dollar industry.  This state needs it.

            7        We don't have any industry.  It's -- it don't

            8        exist.  We're 50 out of 50 in business.  That's

            9        embarrassing.  And if we do build it first, they

           10        will come.

           11            All the other states that are trying to put

           12        in windmills off their shores, and they will, and

           13        we're going to miss the boat again?  We missed

           14        the boat.  We didn't put the port into Quonset

           15        and everyone knows we should have.  Now we're

           16        looking back at it saying, boy, that would have

           17        been 15,000 good paying jobs.  Everybody would

           18        have benefited from it.  But no.  We put the rail

           19        in, we put the roads in, but we didn't build the

           20        port.

           21            Now we can use Quonset, not just Rhode

           22        Island.  All these other states will come to

           23        Rhode Island and see what we did.  We have an

           24        industry.  We can't walk away from this.  It's an
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           25        opportunity to save this state.  We're starving
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            1        to death.  Here's your chance to, you know, make

            2        good paying jobs.

            3            I'll tell you what, if I had a higher

            4        electric bill and I had a job to pay for it or I

            5        had an electric bill and no job, I think I'd

            6        rather have the higher electric bill and pay my

            7        bill, because without a job you can't pay your

            8        bills.

            9            It's just -- it baffles me.  It baffles me

           10        that we have a chance to have industry and we're

           11        going to walk away from it.  It doesn't make

           12        sense.  And we can't walk away from our fellow

           13        human beings on Block Island.  That doesn't make

           14        sense.  And to make my beach pretty, that don't

           15        make sense.  But anyways, thank you and have a

           16        nice evening.

           17                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           18        speaker is Tina Jackson.

           19                 MS. JACKSON:  Sorry about that.  I

           20        was -- my ride was leaving.  He has to go to work

           21        at 2:00 a.m. on a fishing boat.  At least he

           22        still has a job in Rhode Island.  And

           23        unfortunately, if Deepwater is allowed to build

           24        those turbines, much more of our fishing industry

           25        will disappear.
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            1            My name is Tina Jackson.  I'm a

            2        representative of the fishing industry, the

            3        American Alliance of Fishermen and their

            4        communities.  I represent about two-thirds of the

            5        commercial fishing boats, draggers down in the

            6        Port of Rhode Island and Galilee.

            7            You know, this is becoming Block Island

            8        versus Narragansett and it shouldn't be about

            9        that.  It should be about what's right for all of

           10        Rhode Island including Block Island.

           11            And with respect to jobs, I don't think it's

           12        fair to say that my job is worthless and a

           13        construction job is more valuable because that --

           14        the fact is Deepwater will not bring jobs to this

           15        state.  It already said so at several public

           16        hearings.  All of the turbines will be built in

           17        Paulsboro, New Jersey.

           18            Sorry.  I was running, so I'm out of breath.

           19        Take a quick breather.

           20            All of the turbines will be built at

           21        Paulsboro, New Jersey and shipped over by barge.

           22        Rhode Island will not see a job.  The fishing

           23        industry will lose.  Once those turbines are up

           24        and once that cable is laid, we will have a

           25        mile-and-a-half safety zone around that entire
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            1        area and the fishing industry will not be allowed

            2        to set inside for it (sic).  That will hurt Block
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            3        Island tourism as well, because let's face it, a

            4        lot of people come to Block Island to go fishing.

            5        It's a beautiful area, it's a beautiful island,

            6        and while everybody is concerned about your

            7        rates, this should have been done 20 years ago.

            8

            9            Your representatives that you keep electing

           10        in -- I ran for office on Block Island last year

           11        as representative.  Your representatives have

           12        failed you.  You keep electing the same people

           13        over and over again who do nothing for you.  They

           14        should have hooked you up to the mainland

           15        20 years ago at a decent rate instead of 63 or

           16        $0.44.  Yes, it's ridiculous.  But should our

           17        beach or my job be impacted or any other fishing

           18        job be impacted because of a hedge fund company

           19        wants to come in and save your day?  Does anybody

           20        think Deepwater wants to save you?  They are a

           21        five -- they are a multi-billion dollar hedge

           22        fund corporation that cares nothing about your

           23        electric rates, because in 20 years you're going

           24        to be right back where you were, $0.44, $0.57.

           25            And the truth of the matter is Terry Tierney
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            1        is right.  You will be running your diesel

            2        generators no matter what, so you're going to

            3        spend a million dollars a year irregardless and

            4        have your wind power and destroy my ocean

            5        environment where I fish.
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            6            Your home values are going to decrease.  It's

            7        not fair in a lot of senses, but you really need

            8        to open up your eyes and investigate what the

            9        truth of the matter is because Deepwater is a

           10        sham.

           11            And shame on conservation groups that think

           12        it's okay to blow up the ocean, kill off spawning

           13        grounds, destroy my winter flounder, my squid, my

           14        cod that I bring in for you to eat as a monetary

           15        value, because for every one person that works on

           16        the water there are 6.6 land jobs attached to

           17        that.  6.6.

           18            Once Deepwater has those five turbines up and

           19        brings no jobs into the State of Rhode Island,

           20        who's going to be big loser here?  The fishing

           21        industry again.

           22            It's bad enough we're overregulated by the

           23        federal government as it is.  We've lost more

           24        than 75 percent of our fleet due to

           25        overregulation because people say that our dredge
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            1        nets, our dragging nets, our gill nets, whatever,

            2        are hurting the ocean bottom.  But think about

            3        what you're allowing Deepwater to do to the ocean

            4        bottom.  Think about that.  It's a million times

            5        worse than my net trolling over soft soil tilling

            6        up nutrients for a vibrant ecosystem.

            7            You know, BOEM did a study about the cable

            8        itself, and I'm going to cite directly from that
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            9        study from the federal government that Deepwater

           10        is using.  With regards to marine mammals

           11        protected and endangered species, right whales,

           12        dolphins, turtles and any electrobranch -- I can

           13        never say it, but elasmobranch sandbar sharks are

           14        all negatively affected.  They're

           15        electrosensitive.  It will totally effect their

           16        migratory routes.  Navigational miscue on whales,

           17        navigational miscue on our lobster industry,

           18        which means when they move, when they migrate,

           19        these cables are so powerful that it will miscue

           20        them in their natural migratory route.  It will

           21        throw them off, which could seriously affect the

           22        revenue again within the fishing industry and,

           23        therefore, the State of Rhode Island. Loggerhead

           24        turtles, endangered species, right whales,

           25        endangered species.  The last four years there
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            1        have been indications that the right whales have

            2        actually changed their migratory routes.

            3            Although, the study is not published yet,

            4        that Environment 360 wrote a pretty good article

            5        called the Case of the Missing Whales.  Right

            6        whales are actually coming closer and closer to

            7        shore because their food source is coming closer

            8        and closer to shore and it actually looks as if

            9        it's going to be -- they're going to be coming

           10        directly through where Deepwater has cited those

           11        turbines.
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           12            The ongoing report for BOEM talks nothing

           13        about impact, talks nothing about what it's going

           14        to do, killing off unknown amounts of marine

           15        species, unknown amounts.  That's okay by

           16        everybody?  Is that okay by everybody in this

           17        room to kill off unknown amounts of marine

           18        species so that our electric rates can go up on

           19        the mainland and yours can go down, but in the

           20        end you're going to end up paying the same rate

           21        anyway?  Really think about that.

           22            Not a single study has been done on the

           23        impact of marine resources, only what the effect

           24        of the cable may have or may not have.  DEM is a

           25        steward of our oceans and it is your
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            1        responsibility to make sure that impact is zero.

            2            DEM got a million dollars for this deal.

            3        They got a million dollars to okay that easement.

            4        Is that okay by you?  Because that's not okay by

            5        me.  I don't think that's proper.  DEM shouldn't

            6        have gotten a donation, as we were told, by

            7        National Grid and Deepwater for the

            8        beautification of Scarborough Beach.  Really?

            9        That's okay by everybody?  Because it's not okay

           10        by me.

           11            Well, yes, I may work within the fishing

           12        industry.  I care about people and I care about

           13        people as a whole, and what they're doing is

           14        they're pitting Block Islanders against
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           15        Narragansett against industry against industry.

           16        Yes, I see you sitting there smiling at me.

           17        Somebody called me a hater a little while ago.

           18        I'm not a hater.  This is a bad deal.  This is a

           19        bad deal, folks.

           20            The Audubon Society for Cape Wind got bought

           21        out, $8 million waiting in the wings to count

           22        dead birds on the water for a project that, yes,

           23        isn't up and running but the money's there

           24        waiting for them.  How sad is that that a

           25        conservation group, the Audubon Society, their
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            1        job is to protect birds, National Wildlife

            2        Federation, protect wildlife, protect my marine

            3        species.  Protect, not destroy.

            4            And as far as global warming, that could be a

            5        conversation for the next hundred years.  If

            6        they're with global warming, why was it

            7        200 degrees below zero in the antarctic today, a

            8        record low in the middle of their summer season.

            9        That's not global warming, folks.  There is a

           10        problem and there's a lot of dispute as to what

           11        that problem is.

           12            So let's stop blaming ideologies and start

           13        looking at facts, facts that Jim talked about,

           14        hedge fund corporations coming in here pretending

           15        to save your day trying to buy out fishermen.

           16        We're going to give you -- we're going to give

           17        you money so you don't fish for a couple years.
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           18        Really?  How much are you going to give me?  Are

           19        you going to give me enough so that I can last

           20        for the next two years?  Of course not.  Of

           21        course not.

           22            Think about what you're doing, seriously.  I

           23        had a whole lot more in here to talk about, eel

           24        grass, violation of Marine Mammal Protected

           25        Species Act, but I couldn't help myself when I
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            1        had to say something more.

            2            The cable is very harmful to the environment,

            3        the EMF field coming off the cable, extremely

            4        harmful.  Suppose erosion, beach erosion, it's

            5        buried six feet.  We have a bad hurricane.  That

            6        cable gets exposed.  Your kids are running down

            7        the beach one day, trip over that cable and get

            8        electrocuted.  Is that a possibility?  You bet

            9        your booty it is.  Don't think it can't happen.

           10        Because people say it can't happen and then it

           11        happens and then they're like, oh, my God, what

           12        do we do now?

           13            We need to be sure.  We need to be sure that

           14        our marine impact are not going to be as great as

           15        they say they're going to be that I know they're

           16        going to be.  It's not okay to offset what is not

           17        green energy.  You really have to look at the

           18        facts, folks.  You really do.  A lot of what

           19        people up here are saying are misinformed and I

           20        think that's really all it is.  I mean, this is a
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           21        picture of a turbine field in the UK.  Does

           22        anybody -- I don't know if anybody can see that

           23        but it looks like smoke, but in actuality that's

           24        fog.  The turbines are literally creating fog on

           25        the ocean surface which is hugely detrimental to
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            1        shipping, fishing, any boating activities,

            2        aviation.  That's what's coming.

            3            We get enough fog around here as it is with

            4        the potential for enough accidents.  We don't

            5        need 250 turbines at a cost of $0.57 per kilowatt

            6        hour.  These are turbines on fire.  They

            7        continuously get hit by lightning.  Do you know

            8        how long it takes to put one out?  About

            9        15 hours.  They don't have plans for that.

           10        Deepwater doesn't have plans for that.

           11            As a matter of fact, I was just looking at

           12        the environmental impact study and I thought it

           13        was a little strange that the archaeological

           14        survey portion of the impact study is

           15        confidential.  Why would an archaeological impact

           16        portion of a study be confidential?

           17        Archaeological what?  Did they find native

           18        American tools down there during a dive?  Why is

           19        that missing?  And why is it being held

           20        confidential?  Why is a reconnaissance and

           21        disturbance assessment missing from that report

           22        being considered confidential?  What's so big

           23        that about that?  I want you to just question,
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           24        look for yourselves.  Don't take my word for it.

           25        Look it up.
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            1            Each and every turbine in itself has what

            2        they call neodymium and prosydium.  It's a rare

            3        earth mineral.  N-E-O-D-Y-M-I-U-M and

            4        P-R-O-S-Y-D-I-U-M.  They're mined in China.

            5        Imagine that.  Every turbine has one.  And

            6        they're more toxic than nuclear waste.  So when

            7        those turbines are dead and rotting and falling

            8        apart and those magnets are falling to the bottom

            9        of our ocean floor, guess what's going to happen?

           10        Those magnets are going to be there and they're

           11        going to cause more undue harm to the fishing

           12        industry.

           13            This whole thing is not okay, folks.  I don't

           14        ask you to read a 700-page study like I did, but

           15        I ask you to take a look at it.  It's a BOEM

           16        study on the cable itself and the effects that it

           17        has on marine life.  Read the first 25 pages and

           18        you will see this cable is highly toxic to the

           19        environment and it's highly toxic to marine life

           20        and in the end it's going to be highly toxic to

           21        you.

           22                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           23        speaker is Joel Hovanesian if he's here.

           24                 (A discussion was had off the record.)

           25                 MR. BIANCULLI:  I can spell my last name
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            1        and you can all try to pronounce it.

            2                 MR. HOVANESIAN:  H-O-V-A-N-E-S-I-A-N.  I

            3        am a commercial fisherman.  And make no mistake

            4        about it, the commercial fisherman industry has

            5        been and continues to be under attack.  This is

            6        just another battle, unfortunately, that we're

            7        dealing with.  This project is the beginning of

            8        something larger.  They want to put thousands of

            9        these windmills up and down the coast, thousands

           10        of them that are going to have an effect

           11        everywhere.

           12            Yes, this is a pilot project for Rhode

           13        Island, if it's given the opportunity, but we

           14        need to be aware of the consequences of what we

           15        are doing.  And I -- and it's a very slippery

           16        slope that we're going down and I've lived it.

           17        Trust me.  I see what's happening and I relate it

           18        to the privatization of the commercial fishing

           19        industry where now commercial fisherman have to

           20        buy fish in order to go fishing.  How absurd is

           21        this?

           22            It's a public resource.  We have a public

           23        resource, always have had a public resource, and

           24        now because of some bureaucratic blunder from

           25        D.C. and NOAA, they've decided to implement a
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            1        catch share program that's been championed by our

            2        favorite environmental association such as the

            3        Environmental Defense Fund and Conservation Law

            4        Foundation and Jane Lubchenco who was the head of

            5        NOAA.

            6            What we're doing is we're taking public

            7        property and public resources and privatizing

            8        them.  And nobody has an issue with this?  Wake

            9        up, people.  This is a very, very slippery slope

           10        we're going down.  We -- the whole country will

           11        be owned by private industry before we're done.

           12        The food that you eat, the fish that you want,

           13        the plants that are grown, everything is going to

           14        be -- is going to be taken over by private

           15        industry.  Small independent business people like

           16        ourselves who go out and work and harvest the

           17        product, which is by far the cleanest and most

           18        healthy resource that you can put into your body,

           19        are being driven out of business.

           20            Today I was notified that, just

           21        coincidentally, right now National Oceanic &

           22        Atmospheric Administration is going to shut down

           23        a very large portion of the ocean south of here

           24        and east of here, Point Judith.  That just

           25        happens to coincide with where they want to put
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            1        up these windmills.  Well, excuse me if I'm a

            2        little bit paranoid, but I've been dealing with

            3        this stuff for decades, literally, trying to save
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            4        my industry, trying to fight and have people

            5        realize what's happening here, the big picture.

            6        This is all part of the big picture.  It's a

            7        takeover.  It's a takeover of your fundamental

            8        right to have access to a public resource.  It's

            9        going away.  Why?  Because we're letting them do

           10        it.  These are the unintended consequences.  I

           11        understand what -- hey, if I was paying the kind

           12        of money you guys are paying for electricity, I'd

           13        want something different, too, but we can't

           14        compromise everything because your rates are

           15        high.  There are alternatives like people have

           16        said.

           17            You know, you put them out on the ocean, you

           18        say, well, out of sight, out of mind, or as a

           19        friend of mine likes to say, "safely out to sea."

           20        If they're out to sea, nobody sees it.  Well,

           21        folks, that's outside my window, outside of the

           22        windows of my office where I work.

           23            Homeland Security, at some point, will step

           24        in and say there's got to be a buffer zone on

           25        these things.  We're not going to allow anybody
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            1        in there.

            2            And when they talked about the amount of

            3        acreage and thousands of square miles that these

            4        things are going to encompass up and down the

            5        East Coast, that's it, we're done.

            6            So we have to start thinking about, yes, the
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            7        environment, the impacts of fossil fuels, but we

            8        also have to consider where we're going to get

            9        our food from.  Are we willing to give that up,

           10        you know?   If electricity went away, a lot of

           11        people would survive.  Nobody's going to survive

           12        without food and water.

           13            So, you know, I just -- it just warrants a

           14        lot of careful thought and speculation on what's

           15        really going on here, the big picture, you know,

           16        and I've heard -- you know, earlier in the

           17        evening a fisherman got up and spoke in favor of

           18        this.  Well, I have to question whether he would

           19        be speaking in favor of it so much if he weren't

           20        benefitting from the -- from the research that

           21        he's been doing and getting paid by Deepwater to

           22        do, you know.  Is this some sort of a quid pro

           23        quo?  I don't know.  He's not here right now.  I

           24        will ask him tomorrow when I see him, trust me.

           25            But, again, I think the biggest thing that we
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            1        need to really look at is this over -- you know,

            2        this overreaching of authority by the government

            3        to privatize a public resource and public

            4        property.  It's an extremely slippery slope and

            5        we'd better keep our eye on the ball.  Thank you.

            6                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  We have two

            7        more speakers.  Our next speaker is Troy West.

            8        Is Mr. West here?  Troy West?  Is there a Sara De

            9        La Cerda here?

Page 99



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt
           10                 MS. DE LA CERDA:  D-E space L-A space

           11        C-E-R-D-A.  Thank you for the opportunity to

           12        allow me to speak tonight.  I am Sara De La

           13        Cerda, a junior at the University of Rhode

           14        Island.  I've had the opportunity to live in

           15        several states across the country.  I chose to

           16        return to Rhode Island for college because I want

           17        to make the Ocean State my home state after I

           18        graduate.

           19            While attending the University, I've had the

           20        opportunity to be an advocate for student quality

           21        of life issues.  I have received countless

           22        emails, Facebook messages, texts and phone calls

           23        from Rhode Islanders and students worried about

           24        the impacts of the Block Island Wind Farm.  My

           25        generation does not speak with one voice on this
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            1        issue, though we do believe if we go green we

            2        must do it right.

            3            I do not support the creation of the Block

            4        Island Wind Farm or the laying of a cable in

            5        digging at Scarborough Beach.

            6            In Rhode Island, we have a struggling

            7        economy, high unemployment rate and even higher

            8        taxes.  I understand how the promise of a green

            9        industry would seem good for the State of Rhode

           10        Island.  What we fail to see is the relationship

           11        between a predator and its prey.  Rhode Island is

           12        weak economically so we are looking for a quick
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           13        fix.

           14            In the eyes of Deepwater Wind, we are the

           15        easy prey saying that we will do anything for the

           16        quick fix now.  We must be honest about what the

           17        negative implications will be when this fails.

           18            People believe that investing in 38 Studios

           19        would reenergize the Rhode Island economy and

           20        bring even more business to the state.  We all

           21        have seen how that's worked out.  I am here as a

           22        young person who cares deeply about our

           23        environment and our state.

           24            We must, however, be sane and sound in our

           25        energy policy and not proceed blinded by empty
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            1        promises from a big developer like Deepwater Wind

            2        who has never ever built a wind turbine.  Thank

            3        you.

            4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  We had an

            5        add-on.  Is Mr. James McCaffrey here.

            6                 MR. McCaffrey:  Yes.  Hi.  Thank you for

            7        the opportunity to comment.  My name is James

            8        McCaffrey.  I'm a senior campaign representative

            9        for the Sierra Club's Beyond Coal & Clean Energy

           10        Campaign in New England.  And on behalf of our

           11        50,000 members throughout New England, we're here

           12        to offer our support for the permit for the

           13        project that's before you this evening.

           14            I wanted to offer some regional prospective

           15        on this issue here and perhaps even broader than

Page 101



11-DEC Narr Hrg.txt
           16        that.  For decades, our nation has not only been

           17        addicted to but also subsidized fossil fuels in

           18        the fossil fuel industry, billions of public

           19        dollars, our dollars, annually flowing to

           20        outdated and dirty fuels that are making our

           21        nation, our communities and our families sick.

           22        Coal extraction in the Appalachian areas destroys

           23        mountain tops, communities, families and entire

           24        ways of lives.  One in ten women in this country

           25        of childbearing age have unsafe levels of mercury
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            1        in their system that's coming from coal burning

            2        in our nation.  And climate change is absolutely

            3        the single greatest threat to wildlife on this

            4        planet.  It's also a threat to agriculture, it's

            5        a threat to fisheries, it's a threat to our

            6        economy.  These impacts are all real and,

            7        unfortunately, I think as a society we've become

            8        somewhat comfortable with these impacts, because

            9        unless we feel them deeply and personally in our

           10        lives we don't think about the people whose lives

           11        are being destroyed in the Appalachian when the

           12        top is blasted off a mountain to get to the coal

           13        beneath to turn our lights on because that's what

           14        happens.

           15            But the good news in New England is that some

           16        of the coal plants are retiring or reducing their

           17        operations, but that's in part because we are

           18        ramping up our supplies and our infrastructure
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           19        for natural gas and other outdated and dirty

           20        fossil fuel.  We would much prefer to see a

           21        different path where we invest in renewable

           22        energy and efficiency which will have a much

           23        better return on the dollar than a continued

           24        investment of our dollars subsidizing outdated

           25        and dirty fuels.
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            1            These costs that we're bearing are borne by

            2        all of society.  And I think that we are at a

            3        defining moment in our nation's history.  And New

            4        England, indeed Narragansett this evening, plays

            5        a key role in our nation's energy future.  We can

            6        continue our reliance on outdated dirty energy

            7        sources or we can invest in our future, and there

            8        simply is no better investment in New England's

            9        renewable energy future that we can ultimately

           10        deliver gigawatts of clean renewable energy from

           11        offshore wind.  Thank you for the opportunity to

           12        speak.

           13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  We have a gentleman in

           14        the back.  Is there anyone else that is

           15        interested in speaking tonight?  Thank you.

           16                 MR. GILPIN:  Thank you.  My name's

           17        Robert, G-I-L-P-I-N.  I'm a 35-year year-round

           18        resident of Block Island.  I spent over ten years

           19        on the Planning Board and one year I was

           20        chairman.  I'm going to keep it specific to the

           21        application.  Basically, I support this cable
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           22        because it has a renewable energy component.  I

           23        do not support a standalone cable.  This is

           24        called a demonstration project, not a

           25        demonstration of technology but of the regulatory
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            1        process.  And if you look at the history of this

            2        nation, all the public works projects that

            3        Americans are proud of with the current

            4        regulations enforced today probably wouldn't have

            5        got built, Hoover Dam, you know, Mt. Rushmore,

            6        and these things have become an iconic part of

            7        America.  Personally, when I look at a turbine I

            8        don't see ugly because I see what it displaces.

            9            In keeping with the cable, the Town Council

           10        has discussed improving the changes to the Block

           11        Island transmission system and they'll have it to

           12        you by the deadline, and the DEM has issued a

           13        finding of no significant impact.

           14            Now, this is a simple cable like there's

           15        cables running all over the State of Rhode

           16        Island, in all our state highways, and I have to

           17        laugh when people talk for profit, but the last I

           18        checked National Grid and Narragansett are profit

           19        companies.  So if you allow them to use public

           20        resources, why wouldn't you use a developer that

           21        was selected by the State?  To me, that doesn't

           22        make sense.

           23            Another issue that was brought up was the

           24        cost.  You know, it's a lot of money but a lot of
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           25        changes can happen, but basically it's $1.50 to
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            1        $3.00 a month on a person's power bill that uses

            2        500 kilowatts per month.  Now, what it did to me,

            3        which I felt was a good thing, was the big users

            4        were being subsidized by the smaller users now

            5        will have to pay more or look for alternatives.

            6        When power's cheap, there's no incentive for them

            7        to invest in their infrastructure.  Well, this

            8        will give them incentive because -- and from what

            9        I understand, Toray Plastics has already

           10        installed a solar system, so I think it's a

           11        start.

           12            And bottom line, this is just the beginning

           13        and it has potential and it has -- but if we sit

           14        here and discuss it and wrap it up in

           15        bureaucracy, nothing will ever get built.  And

           16        you wonder why, you know, Deepwater's going to

           17        make a 10 to 12 percent return on their money,

           18        there ain't no guarantee that anything's ever

           19        going to go in the water, so that's a big gamble.

           20            But I give credit to the former Governor and

           21        the legislature for being forward thinking.  As a

           22        town official, I've worked with the DEM and CRMC

           23        and RIDOT and every person that I've worked with

           24        has been dedicated and professional.  And I would

           25        defer to the DEM's judgment, because I'm not an
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            1        engineer, as long as they use the best current

            2        technology to bury this cable, that we can

            3        perfect our resources.

            4            And as far as to the fishermen, and I have

            5        friends that are fishermen, and it's a big ocean

            6        out there and you're just going to have to get

            7        used to the idea you're going to have to share it

            8        with other users, and there's no reason why we

            9        all can't get along.  And the bottom line, if the

           10        fishermen were such good stewards, our fishing

           11        resources wouldn't be in such sad shape they are

           12        now.  Thank you.

           13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Are there

           14        any other speakers for this evening?  If there

           15        are no other speakers, I would like to close the

           16        hearing.  Ron, do you have any remarks?

           17                 MR. GAGNON:  No.  Thank you for your

           18        patience and thank you for being here tonight.

           19              (Deposition adjourned at 8:56 p.m.)

           20                         * * * * * *

           21

           22

           23

           24

           25
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            1                     C E R T I F I C A T E

            2
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                     I, Devin J. Baccari, hereby certify that the
            3    foregoing is a true, accurate, and complete transcript
                 of my notes taken at the above entitled hearing.
            4
                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
            5    5th day of January, 2014.

            6
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 1                 (HEARING COMMENCED AT 6:10 P.M.)
 2                 MR. GAGNON:  I'm going to get started
 3        now.  I'm going to read a short statement into
 4        the record, then we'll proceed with taking public
 5        comment.  Louder?  Okay.
 6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Front row can't
 7        hear.  That's not a good sign.
 8                 MR. GAGNON:  Welcome everyone.  Today's
 9        Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09.  My
10        name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the Rhode
11        Island Department of Environmental Management's
12        Office of Customer and Technical Assistance.
13                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Excuse me.
14        We can't hear you.  Do you have a speaker?
15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  We don't have --
16        technical support from the Town is not here.
17                 MR. GAGNON:  Welcome everyone.  Today is
18        Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09 p.m.
19        My name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the
20        Rhode Island Department of Environmental
21        Management's Office of Customer and Technical
22        Assistance.  With me today is Richard Bianculli
23        from the DEM Office of Legal Services.  Also here
24        today is Michael Elliott from the Army Corps of
25        Engineers.
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 1            We are gathered at the Narragansett Town Hall
 2        today regarding a public hearing concerning the
 3        application of Deepwater Wind, LLC, for a
 4        modification to a State of Rhode Island water
 5        quality certificate and dredge permit in
 6        accordance with the Department's rules and
 7        regulations for dredging and the management of
 8        dredge materials and the State water quality
 9        regulations.
10            This public hearing is limited to the
11        modification request submitted on October 17,
12        2013, to withdraw the landfall installation of
13        the Block Island transmission system submarine
14        cable from the Narragansett Town Beach location
15        and proposes a revised landfall location at the
16        Scarborough State Beach.
17            This hearing is being conducted under the
18        authority of the Administrative Procedures Act,
19        located under Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws
20        of Rhode Island.  In accordance with the Act's
21        requirements, public notices of this hearing were
22        published in the Narragansett Times and the South
23        County Independent.  Notice was also posted on
24        the Department's website.
25            The purpose of this hearing is to afford
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 1        interested parties an opportunity to comment on
 2        the noted request to a modification of the
 3        application.  This hearing is not intended as a
 4        means of providing a forum for discussion,
 5        debating, arguing or otherwise having any
 6        dialogue at this time with members of the
 7        Department.  Please, we'd ask that you please be
 8        silent when an individual is making his or her
 9        comments.
10            Full copies of the application have been
11        placed in the public library of Narragansett.  We
12        have also extend the written public comment
13        period to 4:00 p.m. Monday, December 23rd, 2013.
14            Previous public hearings were held at the
15        Narragansett Town Hall on April 24, 2013, at 6:30
16        p.m. and at the New Shoreham Town Hall on
17        May 8th, 2013, at 5:30 p.m.
18            The procedure we will use for those who wish
19        to speak is as follows:  If you have not done so,
20        please register in the rear of the auditorium.  I
21        will call the speakers in order of their
22        registration.  We will allow approximately five
23        minutes for each individual to make comments on
24        the record.  When your name is called, please
25        come to this podium here and speak clearly and
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 1        slowly so that the stenographer can accurately
 2        transcribe your comments.  Written comments may
 3        also be submitted before or after your
 4        presentation is made.  Please note that if
 5        necessary I'll raise a yellow cardboard sign to
 6        indicate that you have approximately a minute
 7        remaining for your comments.  Then at the end of
 8        the five-minute period, I will raise a cardboard
 9        sign.  We ask that you please respect the time
10        limits so that all commenters may be heard.
11        Thank you for your cooperation.
12            After the time has elapsed for the submission
13        of the written comments, the Department will
14        prepare a written response to all comments and
15        then we will complete the review process and
16        issue the final determination.
17            So at this time, we can now begin the hearing
18        for the registered speakers.
19                 MR. BIANCULLI:  The first speaker is
20        Bill McElroy.
21                 MR. McELROY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
22        I would like to -- my name is Bill McElroy.  I'm
23        a commercial fisherman from Galilee, Rhode
24        Island.  I've been there since 1976.  I'm also
25        the Chairman of the Fisherman's Advisory Board
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 1        from the Coastal Resources Management Council
 2        which has had many deliberations on this entire
 3        Windmill project.
 4            I'd like to speak in favor of the water
 5        quality permit change.  I think that the
 6        technology on dredging and placement of cables is
 7        well understood and well developed and it should
 8        pose no significant problem to the environment,
 9        and I'm pleased the they've reached out to the
10        fisherman who work in that area to try to, you
11        know, mitigate any adverse effects that might
12        come from that.  I think that's the end of my
13        comment.  Thank you.
14                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Bill.  Next
15        up we have Bill Penn.
16                 MR. PENN:  Good evening.  My name Bill
17        Penn, P-E-N-N.  I am a year-round resident of
18        Block Island.  Professionally, I'm an
19        environmental economist and currently am Managing
20        Director of the Rhode Island Food and Farm Fund,
21        an organization dedicated to increasing the
22        locally grown and processed food products here in
23        the State.
24            I am strongly in favor of the Scarborough
25        Beach cable landfall because without that
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 1        landfall the Deepwater Wind Block Island project
 2        will not go forward.
 3            The project for me and Block Island has many
 4        advantages.  Certainly there is economic benefits
 5        and there are environmental benefits.  And let me
 6        address the economic benefits.
 7            Last year we paid on average 54.2 cents per
 8        kilowatt hour for our electricity.  That's almost
 9        five times what people pay on the mainland.  The
10        analysis of the effect of the cable and the wind
11        farm is to reduce that cost by about 40 percent.
12        That means that myself and the 1,800 customers of
13        the Block Island Power Company are going to have
14        additional disposable income to spend on goods
15        and services here in Rhode Island.   Collectively
16        that equates to $2.2 million of disposable income
17        that the customers of Block Island Power Company
18        will be able to spend here.
19            If we use a simple economic multiplier of two
20        to three times those dollars, Block Island is
21        going to be providing four-and-a-half to
22        six-and-a-half million dollars of contribution to
23        the Rhode Island economy.  And if you look at
24        that over the 20-year life, projected life of the
25        wind farm, that's somewhere in the neighborhood
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 1        of 90 to $130 million.
 2            Now, in terms of the environmental benefits,
 3        those are more local.  We will no longer be
 4        burning a million gallons of diesel oil a year.
 5        There will be some consumption because the backup
 6        generators will need to be tested from time to
 7        time.
 8            All of our electricity, assuming that the
 9        wind blows -- and it blows quite frequently on
10        Block Island -- will be generated by -- from the
11        wind farm.  So we, as a community, will reduce
12        our carbon footprint and be truly reliant on
13        renewable energy.
14            And with that I want to thank you, very much,
15        for this opportunity to make my comments.
16                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Bill.  Our
17        next speaker is Gerald McCarthy.
18                 MR. McCARTHY:  My name is Gerald
19        McCarthy spelled M, small C, capital C-A-R-T-H-Y.
20        I live at 27 Soule Road in Narragansett.  I'm a
21        resident of Narragansett.  I'm a Registered
22        Professional Engineer.  I see people putting in
23        their -- their vitae, so that's who I am.  And I
24        have a prepared statement that I'm going to read
25        from and I would like to have it entered into
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 1        the -- I can give you a copy afterwards.  There
 2        is a bigger issue than water quality that needs
 3        to be addressed by our state government.
 4            Technology and time have overtaken the
 5        Deepwater Wind Project in terms of economic
 6        viability.  In terms of economic viability, I
 7        think it is now a dinosaur.  The cost to be
 8        charged starting at 24-and-a-half cents per
 9        kilowatt hour with a guaranteed annual increase
10        of three-and-a-half percent is a sweetheart deal
11        for the project, for Deepwater Wind.  However,
12        it's a horrible deal for Rhode Island electric
13        rate payers.
14            As we speak, New England states are being
15        offered bargain rates for clean energy and green
16        energy by producers of land-based and
17        hydro-based -- land-based wind power and
18        hydro-based electrical energy.
19            The cost that they are working into their
20        power purchase agreements run from eight to $0.09
21        per kilowatt hour compared to the 24 -- 24,
22        24-and-a-half cents that Deepwater will cost.
23            In addition, the people of Narragansett have
24        loudly and clearly stated that they do not want
25        the cable from the Deepwater Wind Project to come
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 1        through our town.  So why continue with the
 2        project?  In addition to the residents of
 3        Narragansett speaking clearly about this project,
 4        the Town Council had voted unanimously against
 5        bringing the cable through the town.
 6            Last week the State Properties Committee
 7        approved an easement through our Scarborough
 8        Beach for the cable from the offshore Deepwater
 9        Wind Demonstration Project.  A week before -- and
10        that was a week before this public hearing.  And
11        that's a blatant affront to the people of
12        Narragansett who so loudly objected to the cable
13        coming ashore and our elected officials who voted
14        unanimously against -- against it.
15            So it looks like it doesn't matter given the
16        fact that the State Properties Committee has
17        already granted an easement.  It doesn't matter
18        what Rhode Island DEM concludes from this public
19        hearing because the easement for the cable has
20        already been approved.  One wonders whether this
21        is just an honest mistake in terms of the
22        sequence of the meeting or is it more political
23        shenanigans that we see from time to time in
24        Rhode Island.
25            In conclusion, as we are encouraged by the
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 1        DEM through this public meeting to look
 2        myopically at the project by concentrating on
 3        water quality rather than the broad issue of
 4        economic viability.  Our state government careens
 5        towards another 38 Studios, only this time it's
 6        an outdated wind energy project instead of a
 7        flawed video game project.
 8            So I -- if I had the power, I would call on
 9        political leaders of our state and our
10        government, local governments, Governor Chafee,
11        Gordon Fox, Peter Kilmartin, Gina Raimondo, all
12        of the gubernatorial candidates, Fung, Tavares,
13        Raimondo, Pale, Block and our Town Council to
14        call a halt to this project that has been
15        surpassed by new technology and more economically
16        viable clean energy projects and revisit the
17        economic viability of this project before the
18        electric rate payers of Rhode Island are forced
19        to pay the outrageous rates at 24-and-a-half
20        cents compared to the eight and nine cent per
21        kilowatt hour that is available through other
22        more up-to-date wind generating technologies.
23            And thank you for having this public hearing
24        and for giving me a chance to present my
25        testimony.
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 1                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Gerald, I'll take any
 2        written comments that you have.
 3                 MR. McCARTHY:  Sure.
 4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, very much.
 5                 MR. McCARTHY:  Thank you.
 6                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Next up we have Myron
 7        Waldman.
 8                 MR. WALDMAN:  M-Y-R-O-N, W-A-L-D-M-A-N.
 9        My name is Myron Waldman.  I'm a resident of
10        Narragansett.  I founded a company several years
11        ago that engineered and developed power
12        electronic quality control equipment for wire and
13        cable production.  I stand here as an objector
14        and have followed your instructions to review the
15        application and plans and visited the site, our
16        Scarborough Beach in Narragansett.
17            I protest the proposed action of bringing the
18        34,500 volt AC unshielded, armored cable onto the
19        sandy, densely-populated summer beach.  I protest
20        the cable burial under the shifting sand.
21            After reading the Deepwater environmental
22        report slash construction and operations plan, I
23        attempted to confirm its statements regarding
24        health and safety with respect to the under-sand,
25        high voltage cable.  I call it high voltage
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 1        because 34,500 volts is the highest voltage
 2        allowed for power distribution and Wikepedia
 3        categorizes that voltage as high voltage in the
 4        power distribution industry.
 5            Table ES-1 of the Deepwater Wind Report
 6        claims there will be, quote, no impact, quote,
 7        relating to safety from EMF, electromotive force
 8        energy which escapes the buried cable and, in
 9        some cases, causes permanent damage to wildlife
10        and humans.
11            Section 4.13.2.2 of the report does not show
12        detailed results for cable burial under beach
13        sand at Scarborough.  Sand height varies daily,
14        therefore, changing the distance between a beach
15        goer and the cable.  The EMF force becomes
16        exponentially stronger as the distance closes.
17        So if we start with ten feet and somebody digs in
18        two feet into the sand, there's almost a
19        50 percent increase in the EMF forces.
20            I checked the technical references used in
21        the Deepwater Wind Report including the
22        International Committee on Electromagnetic
23        Safety, ICES, International Commission on
24        nonionizing radiation, ICNIRP, and Institute of
25        Electrical and Electronic Engineers, IEEE.
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 1            Clearly the Deepwater Wind Report's EMF
 2        analysis is incomplete.  It does not consider the
 3        issues of human behavior, age, body position, all
 4        of these important for sandy beaches.
 5            When these and other issues are considered,
 6        the acceptable levels of human exposure to
 7        magnetic fields become lower than that stated in
 8        the Deepwater report.  Here is an example from
 9        the Deepwater winds report, ICNIRP reference:
10        For adults with implanted medical devices,
11        cardiac defibrillators, pacemakers, hormone
12        infusion pumps, neuromuscular stimulation
13        devices, electronically operated prosthetic
14        devices and so on.  The maximum allowed exposure
15        is five milligauss and that's for very short
16        dwell times in the magnetic field, but for beach
17        goers, the dwell times are measured in hours.
18            The IEEE takes it further and discusses
19        exposure by body type, age, size and position,
20        body position.  Lying prone in a wet bathing suit
21        in beach sand can be dangerous.
22            In closing:  I suggest that all approvals
23        relating to Deepwater Wind burying cables under
24        Scarborough Beach be delayed until the issue of
25        EMF is properly studied and documented as the
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 1        Deepwater Wind Report is inaccurate and
 2        incomplete regarding human safety for adults,
 3        expectant mothers, and children.
 4            Also, the Deepwater report referenced above
 5        does not seem to have a professional engineer's
 6        certification as required under DEM rules and
 7        regulations for water quality, Rule 14.B.  Maybe
 8        the online version doesn't have it.  Thank you,
 9        very much.
10                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  I'm sorry.
11        Our next speaker is either -- it's either Gene
12        Garseau or Juan Garcia.
13                 MS. GARCEAU:  No, sir.  It's French.
14        It's Joan Garceau.
15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Joan Garso.
16                 MS. GARCEAU:  But I would spell it
17        G-A-R-S-O.
18                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Well, uradet (sic/ph).
19        Two French guys and we couldn't get it right.
20                 MS. GARCEAU:  I came prepared to speak
21        and pose questions, but because of the initial
22        comment made by Mr. Gagnon in regards to
23        answering questions, this is not the opportune
24        time for me to do so, but I must say that I
25        concur with the previous speakers.  I do object
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 1        to that running through the Town of Narragansett
 2        coming up Burnside.  I live in Briggs Farm and my
 3        back of my house faces Point Judith Road, but I
 4        am concerned that we don't need it.  This is not
 5        the Netherlands.  And as far as I know -- I don't
 6        believe the General Assembly legislators in Rhode
 7        Island has approved for this to come through yet.
 8        Am I correct?  You can't answer.  Okay.  I
 9        decline and I'll address my concerns at another
10        time at a later time.  Thank you.
11                 THE REPORTER:  How do you spell you
12        name?
13                 MS. GARCEAU:  G-A-R-C-E-A-U, J-O-A-N.
14        Thank you for listening.
15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
16        speaker is Norris Pike.
17                 MR. PIKE:  Good evening.  Thank you for
18        the opportunity to speak.  My name is Norris
19        Pike.  I'm a member of the New Shoreham Town
20        Council, although, I'm not speaking for the
21        Council as a whole.  I represent Block Island as
22        a whole.
23            For a number of years, I've served in local
24        politics on Block Island, over 30 years as a
25        Planning Board Chairman on the local Planning


Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500







Page 17


 1        Board, a number of other positions.  Currently on
 2        the Town Council and it's my second time at it.
 3        I was on the Council 30 years ago as well.
 4            Our position is that Block Island desperately
 5        needs a cable to the mainland to offset the high
 6        cost of electricity on Block Island.  We burn
 7        over a million gallons of diesel fuel every year
 8        and it's crippling our local economy to the point
 9        of failure.  It has to stop.  We need to do
10        something different.
11            We have an opportunity now with Deepwater
12        Wind to construct a cable to the mainland.  We
13        had hoped to land on Narragansett Town Beach,
14        although, the Town of Narragansett obviously
15        didn't want that.
16            At this juncture, we would like to make
17        landfall at Scarborough.  The Town of
18        Narragansett does not want that either.  I wonder
19        if Block Island had the opportunity to say no to
20        Narragansett if Narragansett needed a cable, and
21        I think we'd be a lot friendlier than
22        Narragansett has been to us.  I don't understand
23        it, but that's local politics at its worst.
24            Block Island desperately needs this cable
25        connection.  Deepwater Wind is secondary to us,
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 1        although, we really, really want to see Deepwater
 2        happen.  It's important to us.
 3            We need to change the method in which we
 4        generate electricity in this country.  It's one
 5        step forward in the right direction and we wholly
 6        support it.  There are a few naysayers in our
 7        town as well, but there are few.  In the
 8        long-term, this is a step in the right direction
 9        for the United States.  It's a step in the right
10        direction for Rhode Island.  It's a step in the
11        right direction for the Town of Narragansett,
12        too.  Block Island commutes through Narragansett.
13        Our ferry company goes through Narragansett.  We
14        leave a lot of money behind in the Town of
15        Narragansett just by getting here and there.
16            Uniquely I grew up in Narragansett.  I grew
17        up on Ava Street in Narragansett, went to this
18        very school in the 2nd and 3rd grade when it was
19        a school, as a matter of fact, and some of you
20        may not know that, but this is now the Town Hall.
21        This is the first time I've been in here in
22        40 years, 50 years.  50 years.  I'm dating
23        myself.
24            But the bottom line is we really, really,
25        really need to connect with a cable to somewhere
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 1        in the State of Rhode Island.  I think this is
 2        the only opportunity.  There are Charlestown and
 3        other spots that are sensitive due to the oil
 4        spill that occurred down off the Charlestown
 5        shore, South Kingstown shore.  This is a fairly
 6        clean shot.  It's just a relocation.  And I don't
 7        know what other to say other than we really need
 8        this connection.  Thank you.
 9                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Norris.  Our
10        next speaker is Ben Riggs.
11                 MR. SHIELDS:  Ben could not make it this
12        evening.  He's asked me to read his prepared
13        statement, and I'll give you a copy of it
14        afterward.  I'm Robert Shields.  I'm a
15        Narragansett resident at 37 Earls Court.  Here's
16        the correspondence that Ben Riggs is providing
17        the DEM:  To begin with, he says, "I am a citizen
18        and resident of the State of Rhode Island who
19        regularly uses its water ways and visits Block
20        Island.  My qualifications as they relate to the
21        factual assertions made in this letter include a
22        career as a naval aviator with training in
23        oceanography, meteorology, air and sea
24        navigation, air traffic control, aeronautical
25        engineering, a second career as a CEO of four


Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500







Page 20


 1        separate manufacturing companies, two of them
 2        subsidiaries of major multinational
 3        conglomerates.
 4            The following will summarize my objections to
 5        the referenced application.  First, the
 6        application is incomplete.  The proposal calls
 7        for a 17-mile trench being dug six feet deep on
 8        an ocean floor that has previously been
 9        undisturbed for thousands of years to that depth.
10        There are two areas of environmental impact here
11        which have not been adequately addressed either
12        by factfinding or a proposed mitigation process.
13            The ocean -- Number 1, the ocean floor
14        outside of harbors and entrance channels is where
15        about half of the planets accumulated carbon is
16        sequestered.  Digging it up will release
17        significant carbon dioxide into the atmosphere
18        which is a factor in creating global warming.
19            In addition, the process may well dig into
20        and release large pockets of trapped methane gas
21        which is 22 times worse for global warming than
22        carbon dioxide.
23            There has been no independent investigation
24        of the amount of carbon that is likely to be
25        released or the location of methane pockets and
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 1        the amounts likely contained in them.  There's
 2        growing evidence -- second, there's growing
 3        evidence that right whales which are an
 4        endangered species may well be significantly
 5        impacted particularly during their extended
 6        winter mating season.  Evidence being gathered in
 7        Virginia and by the Cornell laboratory describes
 8        some of this concern.  There has been no
 9        independent study done here to identify the
10        potential threat to these whales."  In that
11        regard, there are two attachments to this letter
12        that deal with that issue.
13            "Secondly, there will be an excavation on
14        Block Island on land where the electric
15        substation on Bibco property is proposed and
16        where highly toxic materials have already been
17        identified.  And also over the three -- the
18        4.3 miles of the terrestrial cable in
19        Narragansett.
20            There's no evidence that Deepwater Wind
21        and/or National Grid has identified all hazard --
22        hazardous chemicals that are in these areas
23        and -- nor will they take -- have they shown that
24        they're willing to take steps to guarantee they
25        will not be discharged into the aquifers and/or
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 1        the waters that flow into Great Salt Pond and
 2        waters off Scarborough Beach.
 3            Secondly, private use of public land is
 4        unlawful.  First, the granting of easements and
 5        the use of imminent domain are reserved for
 6        projects that are in the overall public interest.
 7        As one U.S. Supreme Court Justice noted in a
 8        recent case involving eminent domain, this is a
 9        quote, transfers intended to confer benefits on
10        particular favored private entities and with only
11        incidental or pretextual public benefits are
12        forbidden by the Public Use Clause presumably of
13        the constitution.  That's Kilo (ph) versus City
14        of New London 2005.
15            There is no such public benefit here either
16        economically or environmentally.  Essentially,
17        this project will cost rate payers around
18        $600 million and its sole benefit will be to
19        include a $60 million cable to Block Island.  The
20        negative impact of this has been set forth in our
21        Public Utilities Commission dockets 41-11 and
22        41-85.  That is a matter of record.
23            Were this body to be considered in this
24        project on a standalone basis it might be able to
25        ignore the overall cost, but it is not a separate
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 1        project as presented.
 2            In addition, there are no environmental
 3        benefits.  The fact that wind power has been
 4        proven to have no net positive impact on reducing
 5        fossil fuel use for carbon emissions on the grid
 6        is a matter of public record in the U.S. and in
 7        Europe."  The third attachment to this memo
 8        describes that.
 9            "Therefore, it should also be noted that in
10        addition to the PUC, three former Rhode Island
11        Attorneys General, James O'Neill, Patrick Lynch
12        and Arlene Violet have opposed this project as
13        not being in the public interest.  Deepwater has
14        not submitted any evidence to refute this. Public
15        land cannot be used for what is clearly a private
16        commercial enterprise.
17            "Third" -- I'm almost finished -- "violation
18        of a federal law.  The way in which the Power
19        Purchase Agreement used here has been made to set
20        an interstate utility price structure for an
21        instate supplier highlights both the supremacy
22        clause and the dormant commerce clause of the
23        U.S. Constitution.
24            I urge you to deny this application in its
25        entirety or require that the applicant properly
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 1        address the concerns of carbon release, methane
 2        release and toxic chemical release described
 3        above and submit a new application.  And while
 4        they are doing this, I urge this body to
 5        investigate the legal issues raised above
 6        regarding private use of public lands in this
 7        case  and compliance with U.S. Constitutional
 8        Law.  Respectfully, Benjamin C. Riggs, Captain
 9        U.S. Navy, retired."
10                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Mr. Shields, would you
11        wish to speak on your own behalf or are you just
12        speaking for Mr. Riggs this evening?
13                 MR. SHIELDS:  No, I hope to speak on my
14        own behalf.  Here are Mr. Rigg's comments.
15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.
16                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I don't know
17        about you guys, but I think he did a good job.
18                 MR. SHIELDS:  My name is Robert Shields.
19        I live in Narragansett, 37 Earls Court.  In
20        reading the original 2012 environmental report, I
21        find that the DEM is responsible for probably
22        four separate approvals.  I assume you're only
23        dealing with one today, which is the Clean Water
24        Act.  Is that my understanding correctly?
25                 MR. GAGNON:  Yes, sir.
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 1                 MR. BIANCULLI:  There's a water quality
 2        certificate and a dredging permit that's being
 3        considered.
 4                 MR. SHIELDS:  Okay.  But they're both in
 5        the ocean?
 6                 MR. GAGNON:  Yes.
 7                 MR. SHIELDS:  They don't include
 8        wetlands?
 9                 MR. GAGNON:  Yes.
10                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Correct.
11                 MR. SHIELDS:  Have any of the four
12        approvals been granted so far that I'm thinking
13        of?
14                 MR. GAGNON:  We're not supposed to be
15        answering questions, but nothing has been
16        approved or there's -- no decisions have been
17        issued.
18                 MR. SHIELDS:  Okay.  Fine.  I draw your
19        attention to a letter I sent to Mr. Gagnon on
20        August 21st which outlines my credits for
21        speaking which include a Master of Science Degree
22        in Chemical Engineering and a career spent in the
23        basic metals and extraction field.  I would like
24        to say that I'm concerned about the landfall in
25        several respects.  I'm concerned about fish traps
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 1        that lie off Black Point and extend southward
 2        onto the beach at Narragansett.  The fish trap
 3        area defined on the nautical chart goes out one
 4        mile from the shore, and this past year there
 5        have been nets out there constantly in the area
 6        which is right off the beach.  I'm concerned
 7        about that because I don't know how Deepwater can
 8        do the work that needs to be done to bring the
 9        cable ashore at that location without permanently
10        effecting the fish trap area.  I think that even
11        after the cable is in the -- in the sea bed, the
12        people that do the fishing there in the fish trap
13        area will want to place moorings in the ground in
14        the sea bed and that could actually impact the
15        cable.  So I'm -- I'm very much concerned about
16        the location of -- at the beach where they're
17        going to come ashore.
18            But I have a more serious problem.  I've read
19        the 2013 Scarborough Beach alternative proposal
20        in detail and I've looked at the engineering
21        drawings which were done by DiPrete Engineering
22        and I find that the cable is not shown from the
23        Scarborough Beach parking lot all the way up to
24        the substation in Wakefield.  So, therefore, I
25        call the report incomplete.
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 1            I honestly don't see how any state agency,
 2        regulatory agency, can overlook this fact.  The
 3        fact is that the engineering drawings do not show
 4        the path that the cable will take, whether it
 5        will be underground, whether it will be
 6        aboveground, whatever.  We can't accept verbal
 7        commitments at this stage.  We need in-writing
 8        commitments to whatever Deepwater plans to do
 9        before the issue is decided by any of the
10        regulatory agencies.  So I suggest you ask
11        Deepwater to go back, finish their engineering
12        plans and then come back to DEM for approvals.
13            I'd also like to address the socioeconomic
14        aspects to this project and I'll just limit
15        myself to handing out the cost that I have done
16        on this project.  Other speakers, I'm sure, will
17        mention this figure, but there is at least a
18        $600 million cost that the rate payers in the
19        State of Rhode Island would have to pay over a
20        period of 20 years for this project, and that is
21        just incredible considering that the few number
22        of jobs, maybe six permanent jobs, will be
23        created by this project.
24            So that concludes my comments.  Thank you,
25        very much.
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 1                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Thank you,
 2        very much.  Our next speaker is Dawson Hodgson.
 3                 MR. HODGSON:  D-A-W-S-O-N,
 4        H-O-D-G-S-O-N.  Good evening, everybody.  I am a
 5        State Senator.  I represent the southern portion
 6        of Narragansett.  And I'd like to first thank you
 7        for taking testimony tonight.  As you can see,
 8        this is an issue that engenders a very high
 9        degree of public interest in this community and
10        it's also a matter with a large scale and
11        long-term implication to the people of this
12        state.  For both of these reasons, I feel
13        compelled to speak to you tonight in opposition
14        to this proposal.
15            The Deepwater Wind Project represents a
16        terrible public policy decision.  There's a
17        breakdown of fiduciary responsibilities across
18        multiple levels of government, and you have an
19        opportunity tonight to stop this project on a
20        procedural basis.  If you do, so you'll be taking
21        a stand for the people of this state and a stand
22        for meaningful energy policy in Rhode Island.
23            I want to be crystal clear to you and to
24        everybody here.  I support renewable energy.
25        This is not a debate about whether climate change


Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500







Page 29


 1        exists or whether our society should invest in
 2        renewable energy technologies.  This is about
 3        stopping a terrible deal for the people of Rhode
 4        Island and it's about preserving the credibility
 5        of renewable energy development in this state in
 6        the future.
 7            As most of you rely aware, National Grid
 8        recently signed an agreement to buy wind power
 9        from the State of Maine for less than $0.08 a
10        kilowatt hour.  That's not even one-third of what
11        Deepwater is charging us.  The differential
12        between Maine Wind and Deepwater Wind is over
13        $500,000,000, plus another 60 to $70,000,000 that
14        we learned last week to bury the wires and
15        connect this alternate grid.  All of this money
16        comes from the public and out of our economy.  We
17        will have nothing to show for this but for six
18        jobs and some politicians who can tell you that
19        they stopped climate change.
20            To my fellow supporters of clean energy, I
21        want to emphasize that these are public resources
22        that could be devoted to meaningful energy policy
23        in this state instead of this scheme.  Perhaps
24        insulating the homes of low income Rhode
25        Islanders, conserving energy, putting tradesmen
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 1        to work, improving quality of life.  Or if you
 2        wanted to think truly long-term, this money could
 3        go into public higher education producing
 4        thousands, thousands of engineers and scientists
 5        who would not only become the innovators that
 6        would truly create this technology and lead
 7        renewable energy into the future, but they would
 8        be the core of the stem (sic) work force that our
 9        economy desperately needs.  But such
10        opportunities are lost when we put these
11        resources in these pressures scarce public
12        resources, of our poor state into this one
13        project.
14            The members of this -- to the members of this
15        committee, I know you're in a tough position.
16        The elite political leadership of this state, the
17        insiders, they want this to happen.  Significant
18        pressure will be brought to bear to see it
19        through to get the deal done.  You have the
20        ability tonight to stand up for our citizens and
21        to stand up for meaningful renewable energy
22        policy in this state tonight by refusing to go
23        through it.
24            I would ask you to exercise that discretion,
25        think about the larger role of what we're playing
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 1        here in this process and please reject this deal.
 2        Thank you for your time tonight.
 3                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Up next we
 4        have Peter Galvin.
 5                 MR. GALVIN:  Now for something
 6        completely different.  My name is Peter Galvin.
 7        That's G-A-L-V-I-N.  I'm a resident of North
 8        Kingstown and I'd like to begin by reminding
 9        everybody that, although, this hearing is being
10        held here today, this is of interest to the
11        entire state and all of those in the state.  And
12        I also speak tonight on behalf of the Sierra
13        Club, which is the oldest environmental
14        organization in the country.
15            It is absolutely true, as the last speaker
16        said, that we are experiencing global warming and
17        it's going to get worse, a lot worse.  And
18        anybody who doubts that can go to a series of
19        lectures that have been up at the Sea Grant (ph)
20        facility all year long.  There are plenty of ways
21        you can learn about this.
22            We need renewable power to deal with it and
23        not just from land-based wind turbines.  In fact,
24        recently Exeter joined, actually, North
25        Kingstown, I believe, in putting a moratorium on
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 1        the land-based systems until the State gets
 2        around to doing guidelines that the State are
 3        working on this year, but it really won't be
 4        ready for another year.  We need sea bases, too.
 5        We've got a humongous area out there and the
 6        Deepwater technology will test whether or not
 7        this was workable for us.  We have to have that.
 8            And in terms of the economy, leaving aside
 9        Block Island, I would only say, folks, you aren't
10        going to have an economy, okay, if we don't deal
11        with this global warming problem by getting to
12        renewable power.  Aside from reducing the
13        pollution from Block Island and its carbon
14        footprint, I would point out to you that the
15        location is a state location, it is not a
16        Narragansett Town Beach.  We're talking about a
17        state beach.  I use that beach all the time.  I'm
18        very familiar with it and the location where this
19        cable would be.  It's not under the beach where
20        people are swimming.  It's way off to the side,
21        okay, and I think it's an ideal location to have
22        this project.
23            So with that said, I believe that's the scope
24        of your determination.  The issue before you is
25        the location of this cable.  I think it's a much
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 1        better arrangement than the one we saw previously
 2        for the residents of Narragansett, and also for
 3        the all the rest of us will get some extra
 4        benefits out of this for our state parks.  I
 5        think it's -- I think you should approve this and
 6        do it as quickly as possible.  This project's
 7        been hanging around long enough.  It's time to
 8        move on and get this done.  Thank you, very much.
 9                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
10        speaker is Channing Jones.
11                 MR. JONES:  Good evening.  Thanks for
12        listening to our testimony today.  My name is
13        Channing Jones.  That's C-H-A-N-N-I-N-G.  And I'm
14        representing Environment Rhode Island, which is
15        an environmental group with members across the
16        state including here in Narragansett.
17            As Peter just mentioned, climate change is a
18        serious threat facing the entire world.  And in a
19        low-lying coastal state like Rhode Island, we
20        stand to lose that big time, whether it's extreme
21        weather events like Hurricane Sandy or rising sea
22        levels or ocean acidification.  We need to be
23        concerned about global warming and one of the
24        main culprits are power plants fueled by fossil
25        fuels.  And we're going to avoid the carbon
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 1        pollution that comes from these power plants by
 2        expanding clean energy in our country and in
 3        Rhode Island, that's energy efficiency, that's
 4        solar energy and that's wind.  And Rhode Island's
 5        most promising wind resource is offshore wind.
 6            Now, Environment Rhode Island research and
 7        policy center rereleased a report last week
 8        called Wind Energy for a Cleaner America which
 9        finds that in Rhode Island if wind development
10        proceeds as predicted, including the development
11        of this Block Island wind farm, we'll experience
12        a 25 fold increase in the amount of wind energy
13        that we produce, which is 2,500 percent, second
14        only to the predicted increase in New Jersey in
15        this country, but greater than any other state
16        and that's in large part because of this project
17        that should be coming online that's going to, by
18        2018, avoid more than 44,000 metric tons of
19        carbon pollution, which is the equivalent of
20        taking 9,000 cars off the road, while also
21        avoiding 26 tons of nitrogen oxides and 58 tons
22        of sulfur dioxide which cause acid rain and soot.
23        And I'm going to submit this report, certainly,
24        for the record.
25            There's also tremendous support here in Rhode


Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500







Page 35


 1        Island for renewable energy and for offshore
 2        wind.  Today Environment Rhode Island was pleased
 3        to join 200 -- I think there's 230 organizations
 4        and leaders from around the country including
 5        just about 20 -- almost 20 from Rhode Island
 6        urging President Obama to make offshore wind a
 7        key opponent of his climate action plan.
 8        Now, with this wind farm, Rhode Island has the
 9        chance to be the first in the country with
10        offshore wind, so I urge us to approve this cable
11        landing site so we can get this project going.
12        Thank you, very much.
13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
14        speaker is Samantha Demanbey.  Sorry if I didn't
15        pronounce that correctly.
16                 MS. DEMANBEY:  That's okay.  My name's
17        Samantha Demanbey, D-E-M-A-N-B-E-Y.  I'm here
18        because I also support the cable being installed.
19        I think it's important that we invest in
20        renewable energy, especially offshore wind power.
21        I think it would be good for not only the state
22        but the country.  I think Rhode Island needs a
23        good leading example for the rest of the country
24        that renewable energy is efficient, it's good for
25        the environment, and it's also good for us as a
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 1        nation.
 2            And I think a lot of people have been talking
 3        about the expenses of renewable energy, but we
 4        also need to take into account the expenses of
 5        fossil fuels, the real costs, the pollution, the
 6        loss of wildlife and the health problems caused
 7        by them.
 8            Renewable resources like the offshore wind
 9        farm would be much more valuable, a much better
10        deal in the long run than any kind of fossil fuel
11        resource.
12            And lastly I'd like to say that this could be
13        a very important step for the rest of the
14        country.  Rhode Island would be the first state
15        to have an offshore wind farm, and I think if we
16        did that then other states would follow through
17        and we could really push the country toward
18        taking global warming seriously and taking
19        seriously renewable energy and its efficiency and
20        what it can do for us.  Thank you.
21                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
22        speaker is Benjamin Kidd.
23                 MR. KIDD:  My name is Benjamin Kidd and
24        I'm from Little Compton, Rhode Island.  I really
25        support the idea of offshore wind.  And thank
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 1        you.
 2                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is
 3        Andrew Grande.
 4                 MR. GRANDE:  Hi.  My name is Andrew
 5        Grande, resident of Valley Falls, Rhode Island,
 6        and an organizer with the Sierra Club,
 7        S-I-E-R-R-A.  I'm also an organizer of the Sierra
 8        Club Beyond Coal Campaign, C-O-A-L.
 9            Gentlemen, thank you for having this hearing
10        tonight and for giving everyone the opportunity
11        to speak.  I work with a lot of communities
12        throughout Massachusetts that are feeling the
13        effects of burning coal, and the biggest effect
14        that we see from that is the increased rate of
15        asthma on children, on elderly, and the effects
16        it has with missing school time, missing work and
17        the financial impact that it has on those
18        families.
19            The project that we're looking at here
20        tonight takes a lot of that out of -- off the
21        table.  What we have is an energy source that
22        doesn't inflict a public health harm on to
23        people.  It helps with climate disruption.
24        You're moving that off the table as well.  And
25        most importantly for the State of Rhode Island,
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 1        the state that has 90 percent of its energy
 2        dollars leaving the state, either out-of-state or
 3        out-of-country resources, we are reinvesting this
 4        money back into Rhode Island, back into Rhode
 5        Island's economy.
 6            This is a project that will have the
 7        opportunity for Rhode Island to be a leader in
 8        energy, something that it hasn't been able to do
 9        in its past.  We have the opportunity for Rhode
10        Island to stand forth before the rest of the
11        country and say that we will no longer be
12        shifting emissions from power plants onto lower
13        income families, lower income neighborhoods that
14        are being most affected by that.
15            Just yesterday Governor Chafee and the rest
16        of the New England governors stood up and said --
17        went to the EPA and said we can no longer be
18        affording to have Midwestern power plant
19        pollution coming into Rhode Island.
20            Moving forward with this project says not
21        only do we not want to have fossil fuel emissions
22        but we're going to take steps forward and we're
23        going to start investing in the future economy.
24        We're going to be investing in a clean energy
25        economy that's built to last.
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 1            Here tonight, both as a Rhode Island resident
 2        and as an organizer with the Sierra Club, we
 3        stand with Deepwater in supporting this project
 4        and along with the State of Rhode Island
 5        encouraging them to move forward and invest in a
 6        clean energy economy.  Thank you.
 7                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
 8        speaker is James McCaffrey.  Is James here?
 9                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's not here
10        yet.
11                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Okay.  I'll call his
12        name again.  Our next speaker is Matthew, last
13        name starts with an M, Mannix perhaps.
14                 MR. MANNIX:  How are you?
15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Good.  How are you
16        doing?
17                 MR. MANNIX:  M-A-N-N-I-X.  There's only
18        two places where this project has received any
19        kind of real scrutiny.  The first was at the PUC,
20        the Public Utilities Commission in Docket 4111,
21        and the second was actually here in Town Hall in
22        a series of meetings where residents came forward
23        and shared very detailed data and research with
24        the Town Council about this project.
25            And I've reviewed the PUC docket in detail
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 1        and I'm a member of the Narragansett Town Council
 2        and heard from those residents and was very
 3        thankful to them during this last year when we
 4        were struggling through this issue.
 5            When we put aside the platitudes about this
 6        project, we see that this is a bad deal for
 7        Narragansett, for Rhode Island, and for the
 8        environment.  The increased energy costs
 9        associated with this project are, at a
10        conservative estimate, the first -- the PUC
11        Docket 4111 had it at $390,000,000.  That's on
12        Page 69 of the -- of PUC Docket 4111.  That's a
13        conservative estimate.  We've heard estimates
14        much higher dwarfing that number.
15            We heard about some of the increased
16        disposable income that Block Islanders would
17        receive if this -- if this project goes through.
18        I think that's going to be greatly outweighed by
19        the hundreds of million dollars in increased --
20        the increased rates that rate payers here are
21        going to have to pay.
22            The sad part at the level in 2010 when the
23        PUC initially looked at this and scrutinized it
24        and rejected it on a three to zero vote was that
25        the EDC, our state EDC, performed what I'll call
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 1        an unsatisfactory economic analysis of this
 2        project, and actually when pushed by the PUC on
 3        this issue of the lack of analysis, the EDC said,
 4        quote, "We're not looking at this question as
 5        narrowly as you have asked it."  That's on Page
 6        53 of Docket 4111.
 7            We have state agencies for a reason.  They
 8        all have different charters, they have things
 9        that they need to do and advocate for on behalf
10        of our residents.  The Department of
11        Environmental Management is supposed to be our
12        steward for the environment.  So if I asked the
13        Department of Environmental Management to --
14        Management to make sure -- to make sure that this
15        is a project that will have a positive impact on
16        our environment -- because based on what I've
17        heard, I am not convinced.
18            We have harmful effects of digging up acres
19        of the ocean floor associated with this project.
20        But what's wrong with that?  Well, for our
21        fragile and overregulated fishing industry, it
22        means those fishing habitats and migration
23        patterns are going to be changing.
24            Galilee is a major part of our town economy,
25        an integral part of our state and I'm concerned
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 1        about the effect out there.
 2            I've heard some people talk about the
 3        first -- you know, the first -- this will be the
 4        first state that will be the flagship, the leader
 5        in this.  That was talked about before the PUC.
 6        It's a speculative reason to go forward with what
 7        is a risky and speculative project.
 8            I can tell you just a Narragansett story,
 9        what we experienced here at the Town Hall and we
10        had dozens and dozens of people coming to our
11        Town Hall meetings as we discussed the landing of
12        the cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  And the
13        overwhelming sentiment of the town was that
14        because of the increased rates on rate payers,
15        because of the harmful effects on fishing
16        habitats, because of the concerns over the impact
17        of this project, the town's people spoke up
18        loudly and clearly and our Town Council
19        unanimously voted to not allow the landing here
20        on town property.
21            So now we see this end around in another part
22        of town.  Many people in town -- you know, just
23        this past weekend, I had three people at a
24        Christmas party mention to me -- people who are
25        not in the Scarborough area of town all say --
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 1        you know, see this as an end around, clearly as a
 2        way to end around what the people of the town
 3        spoke of.  And as more people learn about this
 4        project, the more they are opposed to it.
 5            So in summary, I urge the DEM to live up to
 6        its charter and I urge people to continue to be
 7        involved, because we've seen when our EDC doesn't
 8        stand up, when our -- we don't put the scrutiny
 9        on these projects, we see what happens.  And I
10        think some people have alluded to some of those
11        larger projects that we know about with -- with
12        EDC advocacy with 38 Studios.
13            So, again, I -- that would be what I urge.
14        Again, if you have any questions for me, I'd be
15        glad to answer them.  And I want to thank the
16        people of Narragansett for being so helpful in
17        this effort.
18                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
19        speaker is Peter Bante (sic).
20                 MR. BAUTE:  I think you might be calling
21        on me, but perhaps you're mispronouncing my name.
22                 MR. BIANCULLI:  It could be Baute.
23                 MR. BAUTE:  Baute.
24                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Baute.  Sorry.
25                 MR. BAUTE:  Thank you for holding this
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 1        hearing, by the way.  My name is Peter Baute,
 2        B-A-U-T-E.  I'm a physician.  I practiced on
 3        Block Island, but more extensively here on the
 4        mainland for many years.
 5            I'm here to address the potential
 6        environmental health effects that might be
 7        presented by this cable landing at the
 8        Scarborough Beach.  I'm also a previous member of
 9        the Block Island Town Council and I was a member
10        of that Town Council when we crossed this bridge
11        just as Narragansett has attempted to cross it.
12            We had an opportunity to review all the
13        similar data that you had a chance to review and
14        that you on the Board review.  We passed this
15        project because we recognized that there were no
16        unfortunate environmental health effects.
17            First of all, with regard to cancer, I know
18        that some people have raised the concern that
19        electromagnetic fields running nearby might
20        produce cancer.  That has been well shown not to
21        be the effect.
22            As for the electromagnetic fields, there are
23        appropriate limits as the previous speaker
24        mentioned set up by international agencies that
25        concern themselves on this subject.  The levels
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 1        of the electromagnetic fields produced by this
 2        project are so low given the amount of insulation
 3        by the wrappings of the cable and the depth of
 4        the burial of the cable that they are
 5        insignificant in terms of producing any health
 6        effects.  In fact, as you go about your daily
 7        living sitting in front of the TV, watching the
 8        Channel 10 or Channel 12 news, you are probably
 9        exposed to more electromagnetic fields than you
10        would be by this cable.  Certainly when you work
11        the microwave to heat up those leftovers, that's
12        the case, so that you're exposed to
13        electromagnetic fields at home on a daily basis
14        and I'm sure you're not turning off your
15        electricity on that account.
16            I'll mention my own personal aspect to this.
17        My family goes to the beach very regularly.  As a
18        matter of fact, their favorite location and that
19        of many of their friends is right about where
20        Deepwater proposes to bury the cable on Block
21        Island.  You can be sure when that beach has been
22        repaired from that project that they will be back
23        in that very same location and there will be
24        no -- no ill effects from their sun bathing there
25        or even digging a hole or swimming out in the
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 1        water over the cable.  So I would advise you not
 2        to consider any -- have any concerns about the
 3        environmental effects of this cable.  Thank you.
 4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  I'm going to butcher
 5        this next name, but Stanley Wojciechowski.
 6                 MR. WOJCIECHOSKI:  You did a good job on
 7        it.  Stan Wojciechowski,
 8        W-O-J-C-I-E-C-H-O-W-S-K-I.  This impacts me, I
 9        think, on Point Judith Road.  I have a home on
10        Point Judith Road and right now I've got a septic
11        system and I was hoping some day in the future --
12        septic's not going to last forever, I was hoping
13        that we would have sewers.  I assumed that sooner
14        or later as the Town develops a little more we'd
15        probably need a sewer line all the way up Point
16        Judith Road, so I can anticipate I'll have to
17        spend more money trying to connect my sewer now
18        that you have a cable up there.  And I'm worried
19        that maybe this cable would prevent me from
20        trying to get the line across or underneath or
21        whatever.  So I have an issue -- I have an issue
22        with the location even going up Point Judith
23        Road.
24            You know, it just seems so logical that it
25        should be in Charlestown where there's already a
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 1        line coming from Block Island.  You know, we
 2        should be alongside that line, somewhere around
 3        that line.  Now you disturb the same bed that you
 4        had before so you're not really having any
 5        additional adverse effect that you would have
 6        coming up this way, so it's just a logical thing.
 7            And it's obvious these guys -- you know,
 8        obviously Deepwater just wants lowest cost.
 9        Well, lowest cost, you pay for lowest cost.  You
10        have environmental issues or whatever issues you
11        have.
12            Go back there to -- go back there to
13        Charlestown, run the line up there if you're
14        going to run the line up.  See what the costs are
15        and let's look at the costs going that way
16        instead of that way.  Just the right thing to do.
17            And then the other issue is the 3 percent or
18        the additional cost as times goes on, this 3
19        percent increase in our electricity because of
20        this.  You know, normally when you bill something
21        you have startup costs, debugging costs, so
22        normally as time goes on the cost may even be
23        reduced as far as Deepwater's concerned because
24        now all their -- all their unforeseen problems
25        are gone.  They have lower costs.  The
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 1        maintenance should be lower now because they
 2        debugged and fixed some of the issues that they
 3        had.  Their costs are going to go down a little
 4        bit as time goes on, probably a lot, yet they're
 5        asking us to pay more as users.  It's just wrong.
 6        You know, it should be dead level if not less.
 7        We should experience less cost if that's what
 8        they see.
 9            So, you know, I lose confidence in what
10        they're doing when they do that to us.  It's kind
11        of like, hey, we want more money out of you.
12        It's a money thing only.  It's not a green thing.
13        It's a money thing only from their prospective.
14        And we have to account and, say, okay, let's look
15        at the money a little more carefully.
16            And for those who speak to the global issues,
17        global warming, well, you know, I -- you know,
18        what made me angry is I read this -- I read this
19        article here in the paper August 31st, wind power
20        less costly than solar.  Okay?  Then I go to
21        Bloomberg, Bloomberg here October 14th.  Okay?
22        Solar power went down looks like below 15 at 14.
23        So he's telling me at $0.24, I'm looking here
24        less than $0.15.  He's not telling us the truth?
25        This company is not telling -- is putting up
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 1        propaganda paper, got this propaganda thing
 2        going.  That's what it looked like to me.  I'm
 3        not going to say he lied.  I don't know.  Maybe
 4        he didn't know.  I assume he didn't know when he
 5        made that statement.  I have to assume that.
 6            But now I see -- and this is -- this is
 7        proven by the United States Army, Sundial Capital
 8        Partners.  The Army has spent 10,000,000 to equip
 9        special forces units with Sundial systems.  So
10        the Army has already verified or used this so
11        these costs must be verified with the -- so we
12        have a proven system here.
13            Why are we -- why are we burdening our
14        electric payers with $0.24 when we've got $0.14
15        here?  So obviously, you know, they're just
16        looking at their cost, not our cost.  Okay?
17            So, now, they need to come to Charlestown,
18        they need to get the cost down to 9 or $0.10
19        where it belongings.  Okay.  If they can't do
20        that -- it's like any other venture.  If the
21        costs are not in line, they can't do it.  They
22        just can't do it.  They shouldn't be allowed to
23        do it.  And for you to go along with it, to me,
24        it's almost a conspiracy you going along with a
25        bad idea.   Global warming can be fixed better
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 1        with this solar power than the wood power and
 2        it's proven.
 3            And I'll leave this with you -- I'm going to
 4        leave this with you so you can go and verify
 5        this -- you know, verify this and see if I'm
 6        wrong because I didn't -- I didn't contact
 7        Sundial.  I wanted to, but I -- you know, I feel
 8        that right now this is an injustice to today's
 9        rate payers.  This is not the rate.  Let them go
10        back and sharpen their pencils and then come back
11        to us with another proposal that's more in line.
12        Thank you.
13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
14        speaker is Fred Leeder.
15                 MR. LEEDER:  Good evening.  Thank you
16        for having the hearing.
17                 MR. BIANCULLI:  If you could spell your
18        last name.
19                 MR. LEEDER:  Yes.  My name is Fred
20        Leeder, L-E-E-D-E-R, a 30-year resident of Block
21        Island.  I'm not part of any elite sort of
22        anything.  Came to Block Island from
23        Narragansett, actually.  I lived here for several
24        years.  Basically went out there with a milk
25        crate full of books and a duffle bag full of
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 1        clothes.  Worked multiple jobs, tried to get
 2        ahead, learned a lot about living within your
 3        means and on a budget that's workable.  Along the
 4        way, I was able to build a house.  Most of the
 5        Block Island people here helped me in one way
 6        another.  Mr. Wilson, not important, but the
 7        other guys know who they are.
 8            And in working within my means, I decided to
 9        go off the grid.  I have not been connected to
10        the electric grid for the 20 years I've lived in
11        my house.  I have solar panels and a small
12        windmill.  The gentleman spoke about $0.15, I
13        assume it's KW solar power.  I'd like to know
14        where to get some of that because I sure as heck
15        can't buy it for that.
16            We can't continue as a nation, as a people
17        globally, to go on the way we are going using
18        fossil fuel.  It's just -- it's not sustainable.
19        There's a limit to everything.  There's only so
20        much of this stuff out here, out there, and
21        it's -- it's kind of shameful what we do with
22        that.  We're -- as Americans, we use way more
23        than our share of everything and we create way
24        more of our share of waste than anyone.
25            You know, this project, as much as I support
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 1        it, it's not going to stop global warming.  Guess
 2        what, that genie's not in the bottle, folks, but
 3        we've got to start somewhere.  We can't continue
 4        the fossil fuel path.
 5            I've heard a lot of objections both at home
 6        on Block Island and some good ones here.  I've
 7        heard that the people at the FAA might require
 8        lights, warning lights on these towers.  I
 9        remember we had a big party when the lighthouses
10        at the southeast and the north light were relit.
11        Sometimes light's a bad thing.
12            I understand that the all the birds in the
13        world could return to Chutney (sic) by these
14        blades.  I don't really know about that.
15            Just tonight I've heard about releasing all
16        these greenhouse gases by digging the cable.
17        Yeah, probably, but what about the greenhouse
18        gases that are going to be offset with the fuel
19        we don't burn, well, that million gallons of
20        diesel we burn every year on Block Island?
21            Something about the fish traps.  There's a
22        professional outfit called Dig Safe that tells
23        you where the cables are.  I would think there
24        would be something similar going on here.
25            The hazardous chemicals, there could be, but,
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 1        you know, all this fossil fuel stuff is producing
 2        a lot of hazardous chemicals, too.
 3            We've reached a point, I think, as a people
 4        of society where it's time to try something.  We
 5        can't just keep tap dancing around the issue and
 6        say it's a great idea but this is an imperfect
 7        project.  Somewhere somebody ate the first
 8        Quahog.  You know, we've got to try it.
 9            And the objections I'm hearing seem to be
10        they're trying to hold this project hostage just
11        to keep it from coming to pass in the first
12        place.
13            A gentleman spoke up that the project is
14        outdated.  Well, if we don't do this -- this
15        project's been going on probably for ten years, I
16        think, so if we scrap this and start again it's
17        going to be another ten years and we'll fight
18        over that, and that's at least 20 years out.  I'd
19        like to see this in my lifetime.
20            I hear the rate payers of the State are going
21        to be adversely affected.  People forget but
22        Block Island is Rhode Island, too.  There's
23        people out there just trying to eke out a living.
24        And, you know, we -- we're good neighbors.  We
25        bring a lot of traffic through Narragansett and
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 1        we kick in a lot hotel taxes and such to the
 2        state.
 3            The beach is, I believe, a state beach, not a
 4        Narragansett issue.
 5            Our businesses on the Island are in need of
 6        relief.  The cost of electricity is really
 7        hurting some of these small businesses that our
 8        economy depends on.  And speaking of businesses,
 9        just Block Island residents spend an awful lot of
10        money right here in Narragansett.  Believe me,
11        Stop & Shop's cheaper than our grocery store.
12            So we've reached a point it's just -- it's
13        time to stop just doing lip service and saying,
14        oh, yes, I support green energy and we need to do
15        this.  Here we have something that's actually
16        happening can be done.  Is it perfect?  No.
17        Might not be.
18            You know, we talked about -- someone said,
19        well, a cable to Block Island will take care of
20        this.  Well, Bill Gates isn't going to walk
21        through that door with his checkbook and buy
22        Block Island a cable.  So I fully support this
23        project.
24            I have one more comment in closing.  Recently
25        reading in a book by a gentleman named Bill
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 1        Bryson (ph) who actually closed his book with a
 2        comment by carbon footprint, and it was the
 3        effect that a person living in Tanganyika takes
 4        about a year to produce the same amount of carbon
 5        that somebody in Europe produces in
 6        two-and-a-half days and someone in the United
 7        States produces in just over 24 hours.  Time to
 8        think about this, folks.  Thank you, very much.
 9                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is
10        Catherine Bowes.
11                 MS. BOWES:  Hello.  My name is Catherine
12        Bowes, B-O-W-E-S, and I'm here tonight on behalf
13        of the National Wildlife Federation and our over
14        13,000 members across Rhode Island, many of which
15        live here in Narragansett who share and support
16        our mission of protecting wildlife.  And as an
17        organization, wildlife advocacy organization, we
18        fundamentally believe that climate change is the
19        single greatest threat facing wildlife today here
20        in Rhode Island, across the country and around
21        the globe.
22            We need only to look at each intensifying
23        storm ravaging our coast as evidence that things
24        are changing.  We know that climate change is
25        real and we know what's causing it.   We know


Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500







Page 56


 1        that carbon emissions from our reliance on fossil
 2        fuels are dramatically changing our climate and
 3        leading to increasingly devastating effects on
 4        wildlife habitat.  We know that the only way we
 5        can confront this threat is to rapidly and
 6        responsibly transition to clean energy, and
 7        because of that National Wildlife Federation
 8        strongly supports the development of offshore
 9        wind power and we're following this issue very
10        closely.
11            We take all development and wildlife habitat
12        very seriously.  We believe offshore wind power
13        can be developed responsibly and that it needs to
14        be developed responsibly and we are strong
15        supporters of the Block Island wind farm because
16        we believe it meets that test.  We believe there
17        was an incredible amount of leadership from the
18        public and private sector here in Rhode Island
19        through the Ocean Special Area Management Plan to
20        identify appropriate sites for renewable energy
21        off our shores.  And we believe that the plan
22        proposed by Deepwater Wind will allow the
23        construction of an offshore wind project in an
24        environmentally responsible way, particularly
25        with concerns with respect to issues related to
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 1        right whales which were mentioned by some earlier
 2        speakers.  We believe the company has taken great
 3        care to develop a construction plan for that
 4        project that takes that issue into account.
 5            As many of the speakers have discussed
 6        already, we are at a moment in this country where
 7        we really need to begin a transition and shift
 8        away from fossil fuels.  We've got to get
 9        started.  Europe has been producing thousands of
10        megawatts of power from offshore winds for over
11        20 years.  There are 60 projects up and spinning
12        around the world producing tens of thousands of
13        jobs and bringing clean energy online overseas.
14        It's time for America to catch up.  Other
15        countries around the world are also beginning to
16        mobilize and tap their off shore resources,
17        Japan, China.  It's time -- we have an incredible
18        domestic energy source sitting right off our
19        shores here in New England and we believe it's
20        time to move forward.
21            With respect to the issue actually in front
22        of the Department of Environmental Management
23        today, we do strongly support the cable landing
24        application at issue.  We realize that unlike all
25        of the many issues that are being discussed here
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 1        today, that actually is the decision before you
 2        today is to approve that cable landing
 3        application and we do believe that the project is
 4        proposed in a way that will not adversely effect
 5        water quality or wildlife habitat in the area.
 6            Again, National Wildlife Federation is an
 7        organization with over a 75-year history of
 8        speaking up for wildlife and we strongly believe
 9        that this project is good for wildlife here in
10        Rhode Island and we strongly urge you to support
11        it.  Thank you.
12                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is
13        James O'Neill.
14                 MR. O'NEIL:  Good evening.  My name is
15        James E. O'Neil with one L and I'm a resident of
16        Narragansett for about 54 years now and I happen
17        to have the luxury of being a resident of Block
18        Island as well.
19            And at the onset I'd like to say that I went
20        to Block Island because I thought I'd go over
21        there to relax and get away from issues, and it
22        was very far from my mind to think that I would
23        be involved in this, but it is.  It's important.
24            I don't have a client.  I'm representing
25        myself as a citizen.  I work with the Deepwater
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 1        Resistance.  And I don't have a particular
 2        client, but I do have a dog in this fight as they
 3        say.
 4            I think it's very important that Block
 5        Islanders -- and I say Block Islanders -- people
 6        who reside on Block Island summer and winter,
 7        there's not a heck of a lot of real islanders
 8        left, but there's people who reside there year
 9        around and their plight needs to be recognized.
10            There's a -- I'd like to assure them that we
11        all recognize that the Island needs relief.  When
12        I say "relief," I mean prompt relief from the
13        exorbitant utility rates that they've been
14        compelled to pay over the many years.
15            But it's important for us also to recognize
16        that those exorbitant rates are not the fault of
17        any one party or person or entity.  It really --
18        the rates are the fault of all of us as Rhode
19        Islanders, every one of us in this state, because
20        we fail to link our arms together as one
21        community and to seek sound solutions to serious
22        problems.  That's a pervasive problem that we see
23        throughout the state and throughout many issues
24        that confront us.
25            I became involved in this issue in February
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 1        of 2010 when I happened to read a little bit
 2        about it and I called a member of the Governor
 3        Carcieri's Stakeholders Committee as a professor
 4        at Brown, engineering professor.
 5            Some things didn't make sense to me.  I kind
 6        of smelled a rat, as they say.  When I was a
 7        prosecutor for 20 years, I put a lot of people in
 8        jail, a lot of fraud, a lot of public corruption.
 9        My antenna went up.
10            I listened to that professor for about an
11        hour and a quarter.  It was 5:00 o'clock.  It was
12        a lousy February day.  I was sitting in my office
13        by myself.  And I just listened to him, listened
14        to his dissenting views, but he was a lonesome --
15        he was a lonesome voice in Governor Carcieri's
16        Stakeholders Committee.
17            I know that we're here tonight just to view
18        the credibility of a very limited dimension of
19        the overall project, water quality certificate,
20        dredging permits.  And we don't mean to put you
21        in an awkward position because we all have gone
22        way beyond the scope of that issue that you folks
23        are confronted with tonight, but what I'd like
24        suggest to you is that you take the message home
25        loud and clear -- "home," I mean to the
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 1        Department -- that many of us expressed very good
 2        solid reasons why this is a poor project for
 3        Rhode Island.
 4            You know, there's an old adage that the chain
 5        is only as strong as its weakest link, so we
 6        can't bifurcate every issue that confronts this
 7        project and say, well, it's their responsibility
 8        or it's their responsibility.  I just happened to
 9        look at this in a very myopic fashion.  And I
10        think Joy McCarthy alluded to the fact that we
11        would be looking at this as a -- in a very myopic
12        fashion because we were just concerned with a
13        water quality certificate and a dredging permit.
14            So I think it's important that you at DEM
15        look at this project in a more holistic sense.
16            And I have correspondence that I drafted to
17        present to you.  I'm going to try to outline that
18        briefly as I can.  We look at Black Point, I
19        think there's a need for us to harken back in
20        history to what Black Point was all about.  And
21        I -- I must say that I -- I hear all these
22        dedicated young environmentalists, which I
23        consider myself one, and I want to link arms with
24        them, I want to give them a hug and say, hey, I'm
25        with you but I don't want them to be had.  And
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 1        they're being had by this discourse over this
 2        issue.  Because there's nobody here, I don't
 3        think, that's not for renewable energy.  I think
 4        every one of us are for renewable energy.  All of
 5        us think about climate change.  We all want
 6        relief from fossil fuel.
 7            That's not what's before us.  What's before
 8        us is how do we proceed in a sound, sane fashion
 9        to address the problem that we're confronted
10        with, the problem of relieving ourselves from
11        dependency on fossil fuel?
12            There's a number of statements that have been
13        offered this evening that I could take issue
14        with, but I don't think it's appropriate to take
15        issue with any one person, their position.  I do
16        wish people would identify themselves if they're
17        on Deepwater's payroll.  That would kind of give
18        me a little idea as to what motivates their
19        testimony, but we're not in the cross-examination
20        posture.  We're just here to ask you to carry the
21        message back to Providence.
22            Black Point, for those of you who are not
23        aware, was saved in 1986.  They talk about a
24        Donnybrook.  That's an Irish term.  And that was
25        quite a Donnybrook.  And myself, Terry Tierney,
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 1        other attorneys, Richard Willie (sic) from the
 2        Island were on the front lines of that battle
 3        with Downing Corporation.  They wanted to put
 4        about 80 condominium units down there at Black
 5        Point.
 6            I can remember being before CRMC which was
 7        not an ally of environmental initiatives at all
 8        times in those days, and the chairman putting his
 9        finger right in my face when I was AG.
10            I can remember the concrete workers would
11        line the walls shipped in by Downing Corporation
12        trying to stand there with their arms folded and
13        intimidate us so our voices wouldn't be heard.
14            Well, thanks to the people of Narragansett
15        and elsewhere we saved Black Point for the
16        public.  That was a long, hard-fought battle.
17        And now the public enjoys Black Point.
18            And out of that, CRMC categorized the waters
19        abutting Black Point as Type 1 waters.  Type 1
20        waters, as you well know, cause for strict
21        scrutiny with respect to any adverse impact on
22        any of the environmental factors associated with
23        Type 1 waters.  I need not list them out, but it
24        calls for a microscope to be used to examine
25        whether or not dredging or a water quality
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 1        certificate is in any way going to compromise the
 2        quality of those waters.
 3            Now, the goal of CRMC was to preserve and
 4        protect those waters and any uses that have the
 5        potential to degrade the scenic wildlife and
 6        plant habitat values.
 7            I've appended to my correspondence to you,
 8        Mr. Gagnon, it's an old article, it's called
 9        "Black Point Blues."  It isn't a song but it
10        could be, but it tells you all about that fight,
11        and I unfortunately don't know what the
12        publication was that printed this, but it's
13        appended to my correspondence.
14            And the other dimension of the concept of the
15        use of that land that I bring to your attention
16        is Deepwater, LLC, Deepwater Wind, LLC, chartered
17        in the State of Delaware, which, in fact, is
18        controlled by D.E. Shaw, the hedge fund in New
19        York that has the money to support this
20        initiative, is taking public land and using it
21        for one's private use.
22            Now, there's a concept in the law that can be
23        applied here.  You cannot take public land and
24        use it for private use unless you pay heed to all
25        the requirements that would be put forth if an
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 1        individual were going to be using that property
 2        in that town.
 3            A longwinded way of saying that the Town of
 4        Narragansett has a Zoning Board, it has a
 5        Planning Board, and when you use the public land
 6        for private use, that's one of the stops along
 7        the way.  That challenge has never been addressed
 8        by anyone.
 9            I stand to be corrected, but I think it's an
10        arguable position, issue to take, arguable
11        position I should say.
12            Now, the citizens of Narragansett packed this
13        hall, they stood loud and clear, and they said,
14        "we don't want this cable in our town."  Well,
15        our town doesn't -- line doesn't stop at the
16        Coast Guard station.  It stops at the Coast Guard
17        station way down in Point Judith, but it doesn't
18        stop here at the end of the town beach.
19        Our voices were heard loud and clear and now a
20        private entity seeks to co-op another dimension
21        of our town, albeit a dimension that's owned by
22        the State of Rhode Island.
23            Now, the other thought that I would share
24        with you is a public policy issue.
25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I thought we were
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 1        limited to five minutes.
 2                 MR. GAGNON:  We have time.  We'll give
 3        him a second.
 4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I understand, but
 5        everybody else held themselves to five minutes.
 6                 MR. O'NEIL:  That's all right, my
 7        friend.  I put 26 years into my government.  I'd
 8        like to be heard.
 9                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I understand
10        that.  You seem to be politicking.
11                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Rules are the
12        rules.  The rules are the rules.
13                 MR. GAGNON:  We'll wrap it up.  Just
14        please let him finish.
15                 MR. O'NEIL:  Now, when you look at
16        public policy, I've appended to my correspondence
17        to you the position of the six governors of the
18        State of Rhode Island.  I think one of the
19        speakers earlier, one of the young
20        environmentalists, alluded to this.  And you will
21        see the language is abundantly clear that the six
22        governors including our Governor, Governor
23        Chafee, were pursuing measures aimed at bringing
24        cleaner, more reliable and cheaper energy to the
25        region.
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 1            Marion Gold quoted the $0.08 per kilowatt
 2        that wind energy would be available from the
 3        State of Maine.  That speaks volumes.
 4            To endorse this project is contrary to public
 5        policy that's been articulated but about two
 6        weeks ago and reported in the Providence Journal.
 7            The figures have been bantered around about
 8        cost and the economy, impact on the economy, and
 9        I have great respect for everybody from Block
10        Island that's here, but don't be misled, it might
11        say 90 to 130,000,000 you're going to save,
12        that's not the answer because you're paying $0.54
13        and change now, this project's going to be from
14        24.4 up to an estimated above $0.40.  You'll be
15        back where you began by the end of this voyage.
16            And the rate payers, don't be deceived, pay
17        for the demolition costs of a 15- to 20-year
18        shelf life of the 650-foot turbines that lay in
19        the ocean off the southeast leg.  So it's going
20        to come back to bite you in the backside, as they
21        say.
22            And you'll pay for the maintenance, you'll
23        pay for the cable installation.  And when we talk
24        about fossil fuel, let's think about the service,
25        like my friend Kevin Hunt probably might want to
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 1        testify, and he happens to run a tugboat.  How
 2        much fossil fuel do you burn on that baby going
 3        back and forth?
 4            So all of this -- all of these factors should
 5        serve as a clarion call to all that Deepwater is
 6        really a project that is contrary to public
 7        policy.
 8            And I'll wind up with this.  If you look out
 9        at the proposed installation site and you look to
10        the left, you'll see Mr. Glitten's fish traps
11        that have been there for years.  Norris Pike and
12        I impact (sic) fish at the co-op together
13        50 years ago or 54 years ago, whatever it was,
14        and Glitten's had those fish traps probably that
15        long.  Now, I don't know if anybody's done a
16        study to see what impact it's going to have on
17        the fish traps or not.  If there was done, good.
18        I'm glad it was done.
19            But I do know one thing, I haven't seen any
20        mention of our illustrious sewage treatment plant
21        which lies about maybe, oh, a half,
22        three-quarters of a mile south of the proposed
23        cable.
24            Years ago some not very clear thinking people
25        saw that it would be -- thought it would be wise
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 1        to put a sewage treatment plant right in our
 2        pristine beach area.  Now, that discharges all of
 3        our waste and gets overloaded if it comes in from
 4        the co-op.
 5            Now, when you dig down, if that's the area
 6        you travel from, you're going to make methane gas
 7        that will choke a horse.  It's not a place that's
 8        going to -- that one's going to want to travel to
 9        spend a nice, sunny summer day.
10                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How much fossil
11        fuel does a coal plant --
12                 MR. GAGNON:  Let him finish.
13                 MR. O'NEIL:  In closing I'll say, if
14        you're concerned about 38 Studios as most
15        citizens are, that's going to look like an inside
16        pitch by Kurt Schilling compared to the negative
17        dimensions of this project as proposed.  But an
18        inside game from the get-go.
19            I urge you, our government as appointed
20        officials, to check that inside game to stop this
21        project now and get to work in giving Block
22        Island the relief it deserves.  Thank you.
23                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Remember Jim
24        O'Neill on election day everybody.
25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's a
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 1        politician.
 2                 MR. GAGNON:  Please hold the comments.
 3        We've got about 12 more speakers to get to.
 4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Folks, if we could keep
 5        silent and give some respect to the speakers.
 6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Review the facts.
 7                 MR. O'REILY:  Who are you?
 8                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You don't need to
 9        know.
10                 MR. O'REILY:  I don't need to know.
11        Doesn't that speak volumes, folks?
12                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Please keep quiet until
13        we're finished.  Henry DuPont, please.
14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'm the guy you
15        called me for a favor.  You didn't even know me,
16        but I was on the other end of the phone.
17                 MR. DuPONT:  Good evening.  Thank you
18        for having this hearing tonight.  My name is
19        Henry DuPont, D-U-P-O-N-T.  I'm a Block Island
20        resident for 35 years, and I'm not on the
21        Deepwater payroll.  I'm a former Block Island New
22        Shoreham Town Council member, and because of my
23        energy background I've served on numerous study
24        committees and energy task forces to evaluate
25        ways to reduce Block Island's energy costs.  And
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 1        the cable solution is the only viable solution.
 2        So we on Block Island are happy that the
 3        Deepwater Wind Project makes this opportunity
 4        available to us.
 5            I was also the wind energy project manager
 6        for the Nasa DOA wind energy project on Block
 7        Island from 1976 to 1983 and have been involved
 8        in wind energy engineering consulting for the
 9        last 35 years.
10            Most recently I worked for COWI, which is one
11        of the largest offshore wind energy consulting
12        firms in the world and they have designed over
13        1,000 megawatts of offshore wind energy projects.
14        So I'm quite familiar with the offshore wind
15        collection systems, the transmission cables and
16        especially the onshore/offshore innerface and the
17        runs to the substation.
18            I've reviewed the Deepwater Wind application
19        for water quality certification and dredging and,
20        in my opinion, the design of the Deepwater Wind
21        Project that you're considering today, the cable
22        runs, is in accordance with best industry design
23        practices.
24            You heard about the benefits of this project
25        to Block Island which include an addition or
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 1        greater than 2,000,000 a year savings by the
 2        electric power consumers, and of this I just
 3        wanted to point out, 600,000 is what the Town's
 4        share of this would be which would be shared by
 5        all the taxpayers of Block Island.
 6            We on Block Island don't understand what the
 7        opposition to the issue is and we also don't
 8        understand why you're being asked to consider
 9        issues that are clearly outside of the DEM's
10        jurisdiction in granting these permits.
11            Especially with regard to the cable and its
12        health and public safety issues where the cable
13        comes ashore.  There's certainly heavily shielded
14        cables like this that are running this deep in
15        the ground that should not be detectable by
16        humans and certainly should not cause any of the
17        kind of health impacts that have been described
18        by earlier speakers.
19            So I urge you to grant the applicant the
20        water quality certificate and dredging permit.
21        And I thank you for setting up these hearings and
22        allowing us to address it.
23                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
24        speaker is Terrance Tierney.
25                 MR. TIERNEY:  Good evening.  My name is
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 1        Terrance Tierney, spelled T-I-E-R-N-E-Y.  I'm an
 2        attorney at law in Newport, Rhode Island.  And
 3        I'm speaking tonight on behalf of my clients
 4        Michael and Maggie Dalia (ph) of Block Island in
 5        opposition to Deepwater Wind's request for a
 6        dredging permit and water quality certification
 7        for the construction of a proposed electric
 8        transmission cable between Block Island and the
 9        mainland.
10            As you know, components of the transmission
11        system including the Scarborough Beach
12        alternative require a permit under Section 10 of
13        the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the
14        Clean Water Act and, therefore, require a water
15        quality certification under Section 401 of the
16        Clean Water Act and that's for good reason.
17            I want to step aside for a second from my
18        comments and commend DEM for providing this basic
19        right to at least comment at a public forum on
20        this unprecedented request to develop publicly
21        owned coastal resources for a private benefit.
22            In stark contrast, as you know, the United
23        States Army Corps of Engineers has not provided
24        such an opportunity for a public hearing with
25        regard to Deepwater's request to develop
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 1        federally controlled coastal resources, and it
 2        apparently sees no need to allow the public to
 3        even comment at a public hearing on these plans
 4        to dredge federal waters.
 5            We view the actions of the Army Corps of
 6        Engineers as being a disgrace in a democratic
 7        society.
 8            Now, my clients previously presented comments
 9        to DEM in opposition to plans to land the
10        proposed cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  As we
11        pointed out last April during a public hearing on
12        this proposal, RIDEM's public notice erroneously
13        claimed that the transmission cable from Block
14        Island would make landfall at the Narragansett
15        Town Beach.  We asserted that the public hearing
16        should not have been convened until permission
17        from the Town of Narragansett had been secured
18        and noted that it was premature for RIDEM to ask
19        the public to review and comment on the
20        environmental impacts of the project because a
21        landing site had not been secured and the
22        proposed landing site might never be allowed.
23            Well, as it turns out the applicant later
24        withdrew its request to the Town in the face of
25        overwhelming opposition to the project and the
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 1        Narragansett Town Council has since denied
 2        permission to use any Town property for the
 3        transmission cable.
 4            So when it turned a blind eye to the lack of
 5        local permission and proceeded to schedule a
 6        hearing on what was an incomplete application
 7        last April, RIDEM basically just wasted
 8        everyone's time and forced us to come back here
 9        in December.
10            As was pointed out to RIDEM last April during
11        the public hearing, no genuine examination of
12        alternatives to the project has yet taken place
13        and that's due to the applicant's outright
14        refusal to discuss alternatives within the
15        environmental report that has been submitted to
16        regulatory agencies.
17            Numerous preferable alternatives exist for
18        meeting this state's renewable energy goals
19        without sacrificing our environmental quality,
20        yet they still have not been evaluated.
21        Therefore, in deciding whether Deepwater has
22        satisfied its burden of proof to support issuance
23        of the requested permits, DEM needs to address
24        the questions that have been left unanswered in
25        the application and in the recent modification of
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 1        the environmental report for this project.  These
 2        include the basic questions of whether the
 3        project is even needed and whether the purported
 4        benefits can be realized by alternative means
 5        that will not cause the short-term and long-term
 6        adverse impacts that are documented in the
 7        applicant's own environmental report.
 8            Rather than relying solely on the applicant's
 9        self-serving minimization of the expected
10        environmental consequences of dredging miles of
11        ocean floor and from installing and then
12        abandoning tons of heavy metal in the ocean,
13        RIDEM should undertake its own independent
14        assessment of the ecological consequences of this
15        proposal.
16            The applicant's environmental report that has
17        now been modified to reflect Deepwater's change
18        in plans has severely underestimated the
19        cumulative impacts that are expected to occur
20        from the proposed dredging activities.
21            Since the time the environmental report was
22        first submitted much has changed in terms of
23        offshore wind.  The subject project is not a
24        demonstration project as represented since the
25        applicant has now secured rights to develop a
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 1        much larger wind farm in offshore federal waters
 2        and plans to do so.
 3            Because this larger project is proceeding,
 4        the Department must consider the cumulative
 5        impacts from dredging for both the subject
 6        project as well as the upcoming, much larger
 7        offshore wind farm.
 8            Deepwater's environmental report fails to
 9        even acknowledge such cumulative impacts and they
10        have not been examined by anyone.  So before
11        RIDEM issues any permits, it really needs to face
12        reality here and factor into the decision the
13        prospect of cumulative adverse impacts from the
14        wind farm that's coming our way.
15            An independent review of impact and
16        alternatives is essential because the project
17        proponent has downplayed the impacts that can be
18        expected to flow from the project.  The applicant
19        has admitted, for instance, that winter flounder
20        have designated a central fish habitat within the
21        project area, yet it inappropriately dismisses
22        the expected losses to such habitat as minimal.
23            We completely disagree.  Winter flounder is
24        an important commercial fish species and source
25        of food, yet they are in severe decline in this
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 1        region, as you know.  Deepwater's plans to use a
 2        dredging method that will bury winter flounder
 3        eggs and larvae for many miles will only worsen
 4        the situation and will certainly impede the
 5        recovery of this important fish species.
 6            We should not allow juvenile adult winter
 7        flounder to be buried too deep in sand and
 8        sediment to survive when many available
 9        alternatives to doing so exist but have yet to be
10        explored.
11            Additionally, impacts the fish from the
12        electromagnetic fields that will emanate from the
13        energized cables will -- are not well understood
14        in the scientific community, and additional
15        research should be required in order to support
16        the application.
17            Reliance by Deepwater on mere theories about
18        such impacts and on a so-called theoretical
19        detection level with regard to EMF exposure is
20        simply not acceptable.  Science should guide your
21        decision and the applicant has not met its burden
22        of proof with regard to this critical issue by
23        relying on unproven theories by paid consultants
24        rather than unbiased scientific studies.
25            We wish to point out that Deepwater's
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 1        environmental report underestimates the impacts
 2        from dredging by assuming that RIDEM will allow
 3        it to leave the transmission cable on the ocean
 4        floor when it reaches the end of its useful life.
 5
 6            RIDEM has not granted site permission and it
 7        should not allow the applicant's solid waste to
 8        litter the ocean for decades to come.  Just as
 9        with Deepwater's earlier erroneous assumption
10        about plans to use Narragansett Town Beach as a
11        landing zone, RIDEM should not permit the
12        applicant to make unwarranted assumptions that
13        serve to hide the total impact of the
14        environment -- to the environment that can be
15        expected.
16            Until the day comes where RIDEM approves
17        Deepwater's plans to leave miles of the ocean
18        bottom flooded with junk in the form of an
19        abandoned cable, the applicant should be required
20        to at least assess the impacts associated with
21        removal of the cable which must be at least equal
22        to the impacts that have been identified from the
23        installation process and, therefore, should be
24        double the amount of impacts that have been
25        documented.
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 1            If RIDEM denies the requested dredging
 2        permit, as we believe it should, Deepwater will
 3        then have the burden of proof on appeal to show
 4        that the issuance of the permit, quote, "will not
 5        be contrary to the public interest."  And that,
 6        of course, is under Rule 13.5.3.3 of the RIDEM
 7        rules and regulations for dredging and the
 8        management of dredge materials.
 9            RIDEM must, therefore, consider the overall
10        public interest in making its decision, including
11        the socioeconomic impacts of this cable.  If and
12        when RIDEM independently assesses the cost and
13        benefits of the project, it will find that the
14        project is not needed to satisfy the state's
15        renewable energy goals and will, in fact,
16        severely harm the economy of the State in many
17        ways.
18            I just want to briefly make a point about
19        what we've heard about the comments about how the
20        diesel fuel on Block Island is going to be
21        displaced when these wind turbines come online.
22        That is a fallacy.  Nothing in law or contract
23        requires Block Island's power company to stop
24        using the generators.  Instead, it will simply
25        use the new cable to wheel power off the
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 1        distribution centers where much of the energy
 2        will be wasted due to a variety of reasons, so
 3        there will be no offset.
 4            And I'm challenging you, each and every one
 5        of you, to rethink your position in light of this
 6        undisputable fact.  Those power generators on
 7        Block Island are not going to be shut down just
 8        because the turbines are turned on.
 9            In closing, let me remind you of the
10        legislative findings made by our General Assembly
11        in enacting our law on dredging in Chapter 6.1 of
12        Title 46 where the legislature stated that,
13        quote, "preservation and restoration of
14        ecological systems shall be the primary guiding
15        principle upon which environmental alteration of
16        coastal resources will be measured, judged and
17        regulated," end quote.
18            With those words in mind, we ask that RIDEM
19        deny the request of the dredging permit and water
20        quality certification.  Thank you.
21                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
22        speaker is James Salafia.
23                 MR. SALAFIA:  Hi.  James Salafia,
24        S-A-L-A-F-I-A.  Hi everyone.  My name's James
25        Salafia.  I'm a recent graduate of the University
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 1        of Rhode Island with a degree in Environmental
 2        Science and Management.  I have a strong
 3        background in Geographic Information Systems and
 4        have experience with geospacial data analysis.
 5            I'm highly in favor of the proposed Deepwater
 6        Wind Farm because we need to decrease our
 7        dependency of obtaining energy through coal
 8        burning and other inefficient practices.
 9            In records to the Scarborough Beach landing
10        site for the transmission cable, I think it's an
11        appropriate location, will have relatively low
12        impacts, and will prove to be effective.
13            We should support efforts for renewable
14        energy and efforts to increase air pollution and
15        carbon emissions.
16            Lastly, coming from quite possibly the
17        youngest speaker here and being a recent graduate
18        with a large student loans to pay off, I'm a bit
19        disappointed that most of the adults here are so
20        focused on counting pennies and worried about how
21        this will be effecting their spending instead of
22        focusing on making an important first step
23        towards restoring the balance to our environment
24        on a small and global scale.  Thank you.
25                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
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 1        speaker is Meg Rogers.
 2                 MS. ROGERS:  Good evening and thank you
 3        to DEM for holding this hearing in Narragansett
 4        tonight.  My name is Meg Rogers and I'm a
 5        resident of Narragansett.
 6            When the people of Narragansett learned the
 7        facts about Deepwater Wind's proposed
 8        installation of the cable at our beach, we
 9        through our elected officials and the Town
10        Council voted five to nothing against the cables
11        entering our town's beaches.
12            Narragansett Senator Dawson Hodgson has
13        reaffirmed this strong opposition to the
14        Deepwater Wind Project on behalf of the people
15        whom he represents and in whose district the
16        trenching and drilling will occur.
17            Deepwater Wind wants to dig a trench and lay
18        a cable at the beach, which belongs to the people
19        of Rhode Island, Scarborough Beach, which, as we
20        can see, is one small span of public land.
21            And I did want to point out for the benefit
22        of those who haven't walked the site, is that
23        Scarborough Beach is a very small span of beach.
24        In fact, there is a pavilion built right here.
25        Right there is the drain for the wastewater and
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 1        right there is where the hole will be dug and the
 2        trench will be made, the cut will be made, so
 3        it's literally in the middle of Scarborough
 4        Beach.  It's not at the north end of the beach as
 5        has been asserted.
 6            I'm here tonight to state my opposition to
 7        the installation of Deepwater Wind's cable and
 8        ask you not to issue the permit.  Deepwater Wind
 9        has been sold to the General Assembly as a green
10        project with potential positive impacts on
11        climate change.
12            I ask DEM not assume the risk for a project
13        that could result in degradation of habitat and
14        the local ecology all done in the belief that the
15        project could have an impact on sea level rise.
16            Does anyone really believe that when
17        Deepwater Wind builds its industrial wind
18        turbines in Block Island Sound that sea level
19        will no longer rise?
20            On the other hand, does anyone not really
21        believe that the construction, the drilling and
22        the maintaining 659-foot industrial size wind
23        turbines will impact habitat and ecology in Rhode
24        Island's waters?  Who will issue the water
25        quality certificate when the blades are rusty and
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 1        abandoned?  When you put a road into an
 2        undeveloped forest, you degrade habitat.
 3            Tonight we are poised to drill into the
 4        waters off Scarborough Beach and our beloved
 5        Block Island.  The environmental community has
 6        resisted drilling in ANWR, the Alaskan National
 7        Wildlife Refuge, because construction and
 8        maintenance activities would destroy habitat and
 9        impact the local ecology.
10            Some might say, well, there's a difference
11        between Block Island Sound and ANWR.  Yes, there
12        is a difference, a big one.  The difference is
13        that the nature conservancy has declared Block
14        Island to be one of the last 12 great places in
15        the western hemisphere.
16            Block Island is home to a national wildlife
17        refuge which is located in the Atlantic flyway
18        and is a stopover for 70 species of migratory
19        song birds.  The National Fish & Wildlife Service
20        website tells us, quote, "Block Island is
21        internationally recognized as one of the most
22        important migratory bird habitats on the East
23        Coast attracting hundreds of birders to the
24        Island each fall."
25            The Nature Conservancy and the Audubon
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 1        Society participate in the management of this
 2        refuge.  It is a poorly kept secret that wind
 3        turbines kill birds.
 4            The Obama administration has recently settled
 5        a lawsuit with Duke Energy Company because its
 6        wind turbines killed protected birds in Wyoming.
 7        In the press releases concerning the Duke Energy
 8        settlement, Dr. George Fenwick, President of the
 9        American Bird Conservancy, stated that, quote,
10        "wind energy is not green if it is killing
11        hundreds of thousands of birds."
12            In the same release, Dr. Michael Hutchins, an
13        international authority on wildlife conservation,
14        management and policy, and the author of 220
15        scholarly articles and books on wildlife and the
16        overseer of the American Bird Conservancies Bird
17        Smart Wind Energy Campaign stated that the wind
18        energy -- wind industry, excuse me, should be
19        treated like other for profit energy industries.
20            "We believe it's necessary," said
21        Dr. Hutchins, "to enforce development
22        restrictions on wind such as avoiding bird
23        migration corridors in places where protected
24        species and sensitive habitats are present.  When
25        the birds die on the Deepwater Wind turbines no


Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500







Page 87


 1        one will ever know except for Deepwater Wind."
 2            Therefore, I would ask Rhode Island DEM to
 3        ensure that Deepwater Wind gets the required
 4        permits that the Obama administration is now
 5        requiring for bird kills.  I ask DEM to enforce
 6        all existing and new law protecting migratory and
 7        endangered bird species which are likely to fly
 8        through the wind turbines during their migration.
 9            Block Islanders pay a high price for
10        electricity as they do for many things including
11        milk and bread.  There are cheaper ways to help
12        our neighbors on Block Island solve this problem
13        such as a cable between the Island and the
14        mainland.  If the public policy in Rhode Island
15        is to support lower electric rates on Block
16        Island, the PUC could encourage the electric
17        company to subsidize their rates.
18            Propane, passive solar hot water systems for
19        residences and businesses or modern trash to
20        energy incinerators are other solutions all
21        costing less and posing far less risk to our
22        environment.
23            The financial cost of this project to the
24        people of Rhode Island who are already suffering
25        from a struggling economy in the form of higher
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 1        electric rates is in the order of $600,000, but
 2        the environmental cost to our families who rely
 3        upon fishing, fishing habitats and the damage to
 4        the local ecology is yet to be determined.
 5            Under oath, Deepwater Wind has testified that
 6        only six permanent jobs will be created for Rhode
 7        Islanders.  A back-of-the-envelope calculation
 8        yields that these jobs will cost Rhode Island
 9        rate payers about $4,000,000 a year, 500,000,000
10        divided by 20 years divided by six jobs.
11            Lastly, the evidence submitted to and agreed
12        to by the Public Utilities Commission here in
13        Rhode Island is that there is no public benefit
14        either economically or environmentally.  It was
15        an action of the General Assembly which allowed
16        the PUC to approve the power purchase agreement.
17            Three former Attorneys General of Rhode
18        Island have publicly opposed this project.  This
19        is a private business deal authorized by our
20        General Assembly which does not affect the DEM's
21        decision on location and compliance with law and
22        public policy.
23            And I'd like to address the directional
24        drilling.  Currently, Deepwater Wind has offered
25        two options as to how the cable at Scarborough
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 1        could be constructed, a direct cut or a
 2        horizontal directional drill.  I urge DEM, if
 3        they do consider issuing this ill-advised
 4        certificate, to require Deepwater Wind to do the
 5        directional drill versus a traditional cut and
 6        cover.  A directional drill will protect
 7        sensitive habitats but it is more expensive for
 8        Deepwater Wind.
 9            And how is Deepwater Wind going to cross all
10        of the barriers?  That is a question that remains
11        unanswered tonight.  Again, I pose the issuance
12        of this permit and I ask DEM to consider what
13        I've said here tonight.  Thank you.
14                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
15        speaker is Roy Coulombe.
16                 MR. COULOMBE:  My name is Coulombe,
17        C-O-U-L-O-M-B-E.  I'm the Vice President of Rhode
18        Island Building Trades (sic).  It's late, I don't
19        want to hold people any longer, but I've heard so
20        much here tonight.
21            What's a permanent job?  I don't know what a
22        permanent job is really.  Who's got a permanent
23        job?  I heard the State Senator talk about six
24        temporary jobs.  I can assure you if this project
25        goes forward there's more than six jobs available
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 1        and, yeah, they're all -- they're temporary, but
 2        they're temporary for a while and that's what we
 3        do.  We take temporary jobs and turn them into a
 4        career.
 5            I can tell you the Deepwater, up to this
 6        point, has had literally a dozen temporary jobs
 7        in Providence.  Go to their office.  There's all
 8        kinds of people working on this project, paying
 9        taxes in Rhode Island.  So to diminish the effect
10        of jobs in Rhode Island in this economy is
11        disingenuous.
12            I want to thank some of the people here for
13        their public service in the past, but I wish I
14        had two houses.  I wish my members had two
15        houses.  Okay?
16            This is a good project.  There's cables all
17        over the ocean, all over the world.  There's
18        cables that -- one of the Town Council members
19        right here in Narragansett spoke about on Cape
20        Cod that there was supposedly a big fight down
21        there about the cable that came in from
22        Nantucket.  He went there.  He did his research.
23        I don't remember the gentleman's name, but this
24        guy spoke passionately.  And he went to Cape Cod
25        and went and checked out the cable and nobody
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 1        could remember where the cable came ashore from.
 2            They have fishing and they have oystering.
 3        They have all kinds of environmental cares on the
 4        Cape.  They fought the Cape Wind Project for
 5        years down there.
 6            Look, this is a good project.  A cable coming
 7        ashore ten feet under the sand somewhere between
 8        some pipes for sewage or whatever you want to
 9        call it, I don't see how people -- I don't know
10        if people are over there laying out in the sun.
11            I've been to Scarborough Beach.  It's a
12        beautiful beach.  That's -- those pipes don't
13        bother me.  A cable under the pipes or between
14        the pipes?  I don't see how that's going to
15        bother anybody.
16            We need these jobs.  There's all kinds of
17        towns and cities in this state that take on all
18        kinds of responsibility to keep this state going
19        forward, Cranston with the ACI, Johnston with the
20        landfill, T.F. Green the fights going on over
21        there, planes flying over their heads.  We're
22        looking for a cable to come ten feet under the
23        sand that nobody's going to even remember like
24        they don't remember on Cape Cod.
25            Please pass this.  It has no environmental
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 1        effect.  It will not effect the fishing.  It
 2        really won't.  As a matter of fact, the towers
 3        out on Block Island will be reefs for the fish to
 4        breed.  Thank you.
 5                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is Tina
 6        Jackson.
 7                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can I ask a
 8        question?  May I pose a question?  How many more
 9        speakers do you have?
10                 MR. GAGNON:  Four.
11                 MR. BIANCULLI:  After Ms. Jackson, we
12        have three more speakers.  Is Ms. Jackson
13        present?
14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I think she went
15        to the ladies' room.
16                 MR. BIANCULLI:  I'm going to call the
17        next speaker and we'll get back to Ms. Jackson.
18        Our next speaker is Joel Hovanesian.  We'll
19        return to Joel in a moment.  Next speaker is
20        Kevin Hunt.
21                 MR. HUNT:  Good evening.  My name is
22        Kevin Hunt.  I live on Burnside.  I overlook
23        where they want to bring the cable in.  I've
24        lived there for over 30 years and in those
25        30 years -- I'd like to make, like, three points,
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 1        if I could.
 2            In those 30 years, I watched them build a
 3        beautiful pavilion.  But since then, I've watched
 4        it deteriorate every year.  I look at it and I
 5        was wondering are they ever going to fix this up
 6        and bring it back to what it was and every year
 7        it just keeps getting worse and worse.
 8            Now we have an opportunity to help our state,
 9        Number 1, but also beautify Scarborough Beach.
10        And it would help all my neighbors, our
11        properties, and everyone that uses the beach come
12        out and see a beautiful beach.  It's ridiculous
13        not to.
14            They're right.  There's cable, you'll never
15        see it, it'll never be there.  And I overlook it
16        every day.  They come in and install it.  I'm in
17        that industry.  They'll lay the cable.  They'll
18        be gone.  No one will ever know about it.  That's
19        my first point.
20            My second point are the people of Block
21        Island.  If we don't do this for them, when are
22        we going to do it?  It will go on for the next
23        hundred years.  And Block Island only gets bigger
24        and it's an economic engine and we should support
25        those people.  We should support that island.  We
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 1        just can't forget them.  And they pay five times
 2        what the people in -- on the mainland pay.
 3        That's not fair.
 4            And thirdly, and I think the most important
 5        thing, is we're going to walk away from a five
 6        billion dollar industry.  This state needs it.
 7        We don't have any industry.  It's -- it don't
 8        exist.  We're 50 out of 50 in business.  That's
 9        embarrassing.  And if we do build it first, they
10        will come.
11            All the other states that are trying to put
12        in windmills off their shores, and they will, and
13        we're going to miss the boat again?  We missed
14        the boat.  We didn't put the port into Quonset
15        and everyone knows we should have.  Now we're
16        looking back at it saying, boy, that would have
17        been 15,000 good paying jobs.  Everybody would
18        have benefited from it.  But no.  We put the rail
19        in, we put the roads in, but we didn't build the
20        port.
21            Now we can use Quonset, not just Rhode
22        Island.  All these other states will come to
23        Rhode Island and see what we did.  We have an
24        industry.  We can't walk away from this.  It's an
25        opportunity to save this state.  We're starving
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 1        to death.  Here's your chance to, you know, make
 2        good paying jobs.
 3            I'll tell you what, if I had a higher
 4        electric bill and I had a job to pay for it or I
 5        had an electric bill and no job, I think I'd
 6        rather have the higher electric bill and pay my
 7        bill, because without a job you can't pay your
 8        bills.
 9            It's just -- it baffles me.  It baffles me
10        that we have a chance to have industry and we're
11        going to walk away from it.  It doesn't make
12        sense.  And we can't walk away from our fellow
13        human beings on Block Island.  That doesn't make
14        sense.  And to make my beach pretty, that don't
15        make sense.  But anyways, thank you and have a
16        nice evening.
17                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
18        speaker is Tina Jackson.
19                 MS. JACKSON:  Sorry about that.  I
20        was -- my ride was leaving.  He has to go to work
21        at 2:00 a.m. on a fishing boat.  At least he
22        still has a job in Rhode Island.  And
23        unfortunately, if Deepwater is allowed to build
24        those turbines, much more of our fishing industry
25        will disappear.
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 1            My name is Tina Jackson.  I'm a
 2        representative of the fishing industry, the
 3        American Alliance of Fishermen and their
 4        communities.  I represent about two-thirds of the
 5        commercial fishing boats, draggers down in the
 6        Port of Rhode Island and Galilee.
 7            You know, this is becoming Block Island
 8        versus Narragansett and it shouldn't be about
 9        that.  It should be about what's right for all of
10        Rhode Island including Block Island.
11            And with respect to jobs, I don't think it's
12        fair to say that my job is worthless and a
13        construction job is more valuable because that --
14        the fact is Deepwater will not bring jobs to this
15        state.  It already said so at several public
16        hearings.  All of the turbines will be built in
17        Paulsboro, New Jersey.
18            Sorry.  I was running, so I'm out of breath.
19        Take a quick breather.
20            All of the turbines will be built at
21        Paulsboro, New Jersey and shipped over by barge.
22        Rhode Island will not see a job.  The fishing
23        industry will lose.  Once those turbines are up
24        and once that cable is laid, we will have a
25        mile-and-a-half safety zone around that entire
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 1        area and the fishing industry will not be allowed
 2        to set inside for it (sic).  That will hurt Block
 3        Island tourism as well, because let's face it, a
 4        lot of people come to Block Island to go fishing.
 5        It's a beautiful area, it's a beautiful island,
 6        and while everybody is concerned about your
 7        rates, this should have been done 20 years ago.
 8
 9            Your representatives that you keep electing
10        in -- I ran for office on Block Island last year
11        as representative.  Your representatives have
12        failed you.  You keep electing the same people
13        over and over again who do nothing for you.  They
14        should have hooked you up to the mainland
15        20 years ago at a decent rate instead of 63 or
16        $0.44.  Yes, it's ridiculous.  But should our
17        beach or my job be impacted or any other fishing
18        job be impacted because of a hedge fund company
19        wants to come in and save your day?  Does anybody
20        think Deepwater wants to save you?  They are a
21        five -- they are a multi-billion dollar hedge
22        fund corporation that cares nothing about your
23        electric rates, because in 20 years you're going
24        to be right back where you were, $0.44, $0.57.
25            And the truth of the matter is Terry Tierney
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 1        is right.  You will be running your diesel
 2        generators no matter what, so you're going to
 3        spend a million dollars a year irregardless and
 4        have your wind power and destroy my ocean
 5        environment where I fish.
 6            Your home values are going to decrease.  It's
 7        not fair in a lot of senses, but you really need
 8        to open up your eyes and investigate what the
 9        truth of the matter is because Deepwater is a
10        sham.
11            And shame on conservation groups that think
12        it's okay to blow up the ocean, kill off spawning
13        grounds, destroy my winter flounder, my squid, my
14        cod that I bring in for you to eat as a monetary
15        value, because for every one person that works on
16        the water there are 6.6 land jobs attached to
17        that.  6.6.
18            Once Deepwater has those five turbines up and
19        brings no jobs into the State of Rhode Island,
20        who's going to be big loser here?  The fishing
21        industry again.
22            It's bad enough we're overregulated by the
23        federal government as it is.  We've lost more
24        than 75 percent of our fleet due to
25        overregulation because people say that our dredge
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 1        nets, our dragging nets, our gill nets, whatever,
 2        are hurting the ocean bottom.  But think about
 3        what you're allowing Deepwater to do to the ocean
 4        bottom.  Think about that.  It's a million times
 5        worse than my net trolling over soft soil tilling
 6        up nutrients for a vibrant ecosystem.
 7            You know, BOEM did a study about the cable
 8        itself, and I'm going to cite directly from that
 9        study from the federal government that Deepwater
10        is using.  With regards to marine mammals
11        protected and endangered species, right whales,
12        dolphins, turtles and any electrobranch -- I can
13        never say it, but elasmobranch sandbar sharks are
14        all negatively affected.  They're
15        electrosensitive.  It will totally effect their
16        migratory routes.  Navigational miscue on whales,
17        navigational miscue on our lobster industry,
18        which means when they move, when they migrate,
19        these cables are so powerful that it will miscue
20        them in their natural migratory route.  It will
21        throw them off, which could seriously affect the
22        revenue again within the fishing industry and,
23        therefore, the State of Rhode Island. Loggerhead
24        turtles, endangered species, right whales,
25        endangered species.  The last four years there
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 1        have been indications that the right whales have
 2        actually changed their migratory routes.
 3            Although, the study is not published yet,
 4        that Environment 360 wrote a pretty good article
 5        called the Case of the Missing Whales.  Right
 6        whales are actually coming closer and closer to
 7        shore because their food source is coming closer
 8        and closer to shore and it actually looks as if
 9        it's going to be -- they're going to be coming
10        directly through where Deepwater has cited those
11        turbines.
12            The ongoing report for BOEM talks nothing
13        about impact, talks nothing about what it's going
14        to do, killing off unknown amounts of marine
15        species, unknown amounts.  That's okay by
16        everybody?  Is that okay by everybody in this
17        room to kill off unknown amounts of marine
18        species so that our electric rates can go up on
19        the mainland and yours can go down, but in the
20        end you're going to end up paying the same rate
21        anyway?  Really think about that.
22            Not a single study has been done on the
23        impact of marine resources, only what the effect
24        of the cable may have or may not have.  DEM is a
25        steward of our oceans and it is your
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 1        responsibility to make sure that impact is zero.
 2            DEM got a million dollars for this deal.
 3        They got a million dollars to okay that easement.
 4        Is that okay by you?  Because that's not okay by
 5        me.  I don't think that's proper.  DEM shouldn't
 6        have gotten a donation, as we were told, by
 7        National Grid and Deepwater for the
 8        beautification of Scarborough Beach.  Really?
 9        That's okay by everybody?  Because it's not okay
10        by me.
11            Well, yes, I may work within the fishing
12        industry.  I care about people and I care about
13        people as a whole, and what they're doing is
14        they're pitting Block Islanders against
15        Narragansett against industry against industry.
16        Yes, I see you sitting there smiling at me.
17        Somebody called me a hater a little while ago.
18        I'm not a hater.  This is a bad deal.  This is a
19        bad deal, folks.
20            The Audubon Society for Cape Wind got bought
21        out, $8 million waiting in the wings to count
22        dead birds on the water for a project that, yes,
23        isn't up and running but the money's there
24        waiting for them.  How sad is that that a
25        conservation group, the Audubon Society, their
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 1        job is to protect birds, National Wildlife
 2        Federation, protect wildlife, protect my marine
 3        species.  Protect, not destroy.
 4            And as far as global warming, that could be a
 5        conversation for the next hundred years.  If
 6        they're with global warming, why was it
 7        200 degrees below zero in the antarctic today, a
 8        record low in the middle of their summer season.
 9        That's not global warming, folks.  There is a
10        problem and there's a lot of dispute as to what
11        that problem is.
12            So let's stop blaming ideologies and start
13        looking at facts, facts that Jim talked about,
14        hedge fund corporations coming in here pretending
15        to save your day trying to buy out fishermen.
16        We're going to give you -- we're going to give
17        you money so you don't fish for a couple years.
18        Really?  How much are you going to give me?  Are
19        you going to give me enough so that I can last
20        for the next two years?  Of course not.  Of
21        course not.
22            Think about what you're doing, seriously.  I
23        had a whole lot more in here to talk about, eel
24        grass, violation of Marine Mammal Protected
25        Species Act, but I couldn't help myself when I
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 1        had to say something more.
 2            The cable is very harmful to the environment,
 3        the EMF field coming off the cable, extremely
 4        harmful.  Suppose erosion, beach erosion, it's
 5        buried six feet.  We have a bad hurricane.  That
 6        cable gets exposed.  Your kids are running down
 7        the beach one day, trip over that cable and get
 8        electrocuted.  Is that a possibility?  You bet
 9        your booty it is.  Don't think it can't happen.
10        Because people say it can't happen and then it
11        happens and then they're like, oh, my God, what
12        do we do now?
13            We need to be sure.  We need to be sure that
14        our marine impact are not going to be as great as
15        they say they're going to be that I know they're
16        going to be.  It's not okay to offset what is not
17        green energy.  You really have to look at the
18        facts, folks.  You really do.  A lot of what
19        people up here are saying are misinformed and I
20        think that's really all it is.  I mean, this is a
21        picture of a turbine field in the UK.  Does
22        anybody -- I don't know if anybody can see that
23        but it looks like smoke, but in actuality that's
24        fog.  The turbines are literally creating fog on
25        the ocean surface which is hugely detrimental to
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 1        shipping, fishing, any boating activities,
 2        aviation.  That's what's coming.
 3            We get enough fog around here as it is with
 4        the potential for enough accidents.  We don't
 5        need 250 turbines at a cost of $0.57 per kilowatt
 6        hour.  These are turbines on fire.  They
 7        continuously get hit by lightning.  Do you know
 8        how long it takes to put one out?  About
 9        15 hours.  They don't have plans for that.
10        Deepwater doesn't have plans for that.
11            As a matter of fact, I was just looking at
12        the environmental impact study and I thought it
13        was a little strange that the archaeological
14        survey portion of the impact study is
15        confidential.  Why would an archaeological impact
16        portion of a study be confidential?
17        Archaeological what?  Did they find native
18        American tools down there during a dive?  Why is
19        that missing?  And why is it being held
20        confidential?  Why is a reconnaissance and
21        disturbance assessment missing from that report
22        being considered confidential?  What's so big
23        that about that?  I want you to just question,
24        look for yourselves.  Don't take my word for it.
25        Look it up.
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 1            Each and every turbine in itself has what
 2        they call neodymium and prosydium.  It's a rare
 3        earth mineral.  N-E-O-D-Y-M-I-U-M and
 4        P-R-O-S-Y-D-I-U-M.  They're mined in China.
 5        Imagine that.  Every turbine has one.  And
 6        they're more toxic than nuclear waste.  So when
 7        those turbines are dead and rotting and falling
 8        apart and those magnets are falling to the bottom
 9        of our ocean floor, guess what's going to happen?
10        Those magnets are going to be there and they're
11        going to cause more undue harm to the fishing
12        industry.
13            This whole thing is not okay, folks.  I don't
14        ask you to read a 700-page study like I did, but
15        I ask you to take a look at it.  It's a BOEM
16        study on the cable itself and the effects that it
17        has on marine life.  Read the first 25 pages and
18        you will see this cable is highly toxic to the
19        environment and it's highly toxic to marine life
20        and in the end it's going to be highly toxic to
21        you.
22                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
23        speaker is Joel Hovanesian if he's here.
24                 (A discussion was had off the record.)
25                 MR. BIANCULLI:  I can spell my last name
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 1        and you can all try to pronounce it.
 2                 MR. HOVANESIAN:  H-O-V-A-N-E-S-I-A-N.  I
 3        am a commercial fisherman.  And make no mistake
 4        about it, the commercial fisherman industry has
 5        been and continues to be under attack.  This is
 6        just another battle, unfortunately, that we're
 7        dealing with.  This project is the beginning of
 8        something larger.  They want to put thousands of
 9        these windmills up and down the coast, thousands
10        of them that are going to have an effect
11        everywhere.
12            Yes, this is a pilot project for Rhode
13        Island, if it's given the opportunity, but we
14        need to be aware of the consequences of what we
15        are doing.  And I -- and it's a very slippery
16        slope that we're going down and I've lived it.
17        Trust me.  I see what's happening and I relate it
18        to the privatization of the commercial fishing
19        industry where now commercial fisherman have to
20        buy fish in order to go fishing.  How absurd is
21        this?
22            It's a public resource.  We have a public
23        resource, always have had a public resource, and
24        now because of some bureaucratic blunder from
25        D.C. and NOAA, they've decided to implement a
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 1        catch share program that's been championed by our
 2        favorite environmental association such as the
 3        Environmental Defense Fund and Conservation Law
 4        Foundation and Jane Lubchenco who was the head of
 5        NOAA.
 6            What we're doing is we're taking public
 7        property and public resources and privatizing
 8        them.  And nobody has an issue with this?  Wake
 9        up, people.  This is a very, very slippery slope
10        we're going down.  We -- the whole country will
11        be owned by private industry before we're done.
12        The food that you eat, the fish that you want,
13        the plants that are grown, everything is going to
14        be -- is going to be taken over by private
15        industry.  Small independent business people like
16        ourselves who go out and work and harvest the
17        product, which is by far the cleanest and most
18        healthy resource that you can put into your body,
19        are being driven out of business.
20            Today I was notified that, just
21        coincidentally, right now National Oceanic &
22        Atmospheric Administration is going to shut down
23        a very large portion of the ocean south of here
24        and east of here, Point Judith.  That just
25        happens to coincide with where they want to put
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 1        up these windmills.  Well, excuse me if I'm a
 2        little bit paranoid, but I've been dealing with
 3        this stuff for decades, literally, trying to save
 4        my industry, trying to fight and have people
 5        realize what's happening here, the big picture.
 6        This is all part of the big picture.  It's a
 7        takeover.  It's a takeover of your fundamental
 8        right to have access to a public resource.  It's
 9        going away.  Why?  Because we're letting them do
10        it.  These are the unintended consequences.  I
11        understand what -- hey, if I was paying the kind
12        of money you guys are paying for electricity, I'd
13        want something different, too, but we can't
14        compromise everything because your rates are
15        high.  There are alternatives like people have
16        said.
17            You know, you put them out on the ocean, you
18        say, well, out of sight, out of mind, or as a
19        friend of mine likes to say, "safely out to sea."
20        If they're out to sea, nobody sees it.  Well,
21        folks, that's outside my window, outside of the
22        windows of my office where I work.
23            Homeland Security, at some point, will step
24        in and say there's got to be a buffer zone on
25        these things.  We're not going to allow anybody
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 1        in there.
 2            And when they talked about the amount of
 3        acreage and thousands of square miles that these
 4        things are going to encompass up and down the
 5        East Coast, that's it, we're done.
 6            So we have to start thinking about, yes, the
 7        environment, the impacts of fossil fuels, but we
 8        also have to consider where we're going to get
 9        our food from.  Are we willing to give that up,
10        you know?   If electricity went away, a lot of
11        people would survive.  Nobody's going to survive
12        without food and water.
13            So, you know, I just -- it just warrants a
14        lot of careful thought and speculation on what's
15        really going on here, the big picture, you know,
16        and I've heard -- you know, earlier in the
17        evening a fisherman got up and spoke in favor of
18        this.  Well, I have to question whether he would
19        be speaking in favor of it so much if he weren't
20        benefitting from the -- from the research that
21        he's been doing and getting paid by Deepwater to
22        do, you know.  Is this some sort of a quid pro
23        quo?  I don't know.  He's not here right now.  I
24        will ask him tomorrow when I see him, trust me.
25            But, again, I think the biggest thing that we
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 1        need to really look at is this over -- you know,
 2        this overreaching of authority by the government
 3        to privatize a public resource and public
 4        property.  It's an extremely slippery slope and
 5        we'd better keep our eye on the ball.  Thank you.
 6                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  We have two
 7        more speakers.  Our next speaker is Troy West.
 8        Is Mr. West here?  Troy West?  Is there a Sara De
 9        La Cerda here?
10                 MS. DE LA CERDA:  D-E space L-A space
11        C-E-R-D-A.  Thank you for the opportunity to
12        allow me to speak tonight.  I am Sara De La
13        Cerda, a junior at the University of Rhode
14        Island.  I've had the opportunity to live in
15        several states across the country.  I chose to
16        return to Rhode Island for college because I want
17        to make the Ocean State my home state after I
18        graduate.
19            While attending the University, I've had the
20        opportunity to be an advocate for student quality
21        of life issues.  I have received countless
22        emails, Facebook messages, texts and phone calls
23        from Rhode Islanders and students worried about
24        the impacts of the Block Island Wind Farm.  My
25        generation does not speak with one voice on this
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 1        issue, though we do believe if we go green we
 2        must do it right.
 3            I do not support the creation of the Block
 4        Island Wind Farm or the laying of a cable in
 5        digging at Scarborough Beach.
 6            In Rhode Island, we have a struggling
 7        economy, high unemployment rate and even higher
 8        taxes.  I understand how the promise of a green
 9        industry would seem good for the State of Rhode
10        Island.  What we fail to see is the relationship
11        between a predator and its prey.  Rhode Island is
12        weak economically so we are looking for a quick
13        fix.
14            In the eyes of Deepwater Wind, we are the
15        easy prey saying that we will do anything for the
16        quick fix now.  We must be honest about what the
17        negative implications will be when this fails.
18            People believe that investing in 38 Studios
19        would reenergize the Rhode Island economy and
20        bring even more business to the state.  We all
21        have seen how that's worked out.  I am here as a
22        young person who cares deeply about our
23        environment and our state.
24            We must, however, be sane and sound in our
25        energy policy and not proceed blinded by empty
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 1        promises from a big developer like Deepwater Wind
 2        who has never ever built a wind turbine.  Thank
 3        you.
 4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  We had an
 5        add-on.  Is Mr. James McCaffrey here.
 6                 MR. McCaffrey:  Yes.  Hi.  Thank you for
 7        the opportunity to comment.  My name is James
 8        McCaffrey.  I'm a senior campaign representative
 9        for the Sierra Club's Beyond Coal & Clean Energy
10        Campaign in New England.  And on behalf of our
11        50,000 members throughout New England, we're here
12        to offer our support for the permit for the
13        project that's before you this evening.
14            I wanted to offer some regional prospective
15        on this issue here and perhaps even broader than
16        that.  For decades, our nation has not only been
17        addicted to but also subsidized fossil fuels in
18        the fossil fuel industry, billions of public
19        dollars, our dollars, annually flowing to
20        outdated and dirty fuels that are making our
21        nation, our communities and our families sick.
22        Coal extraction in the Appalachian areas destroys
23        mountain tops, communities, families and entire
24        ways of lives.  One in ten women in this country
25        of childbearing age have unsafe levels of mercury


Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500







Page 113


 1        in their system that's coming from coal burning
 2        in our nation.  And climate change is absolutely
 3        the single greatest threat to wildlife on this
 4        planet.  It's also a threat to agriculture, it's
 5        a threat to fisheries, it's a threat to our
 6        economy.  These impacts are all real and,
 7        unfortunately, I think as a society we've become
 8        somewhat comfortable with these impacts, because
 9        unless we feel them deeply and personally in our
10        lives we don't think about the people whose lives
11        are being destroyed in the Appalachian when the
12        top is blasted off a mountain to get to the coal
13        beneath to turn our lights on because that's what
14        happens.
15            But the good news in New England is that some
16        of the coal plants are retiring or reducing their
17        operations, but that's in part because we are
18        ramping up our supplies and our infrastructure
19        for natural gas and other outdated and dirty
20        fossil fuel.  We would much prefer to see a
21        different path where we invest in renewable
22        energy and efficiency which will have a much
23        better return on the dollar than a continued
24        investment of our dollars subsidizing outdated
25        and dirty fuels.
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 1            These costs that we're bearing are borne by
 2        all of society.  And I think that we are at a
 3        defining moment in our nation's history.  And New
 4        England, indeed Narragansett this evening, plays
 5        a key role in our nation's energy future.  We can
 6        continue our reliance on outdated dirty energy
 7        sources or we can invest in our future, and there
 8        simply is no better investment in New England's
 9        renewable energy future that we can ultimately
10        deliver gigawatts of clean renewable energy from
11        offshore wind.  Thank you for the opportunity to
12        speak.
13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  We have a gentleman in
14        the back.  Is there anyone else that is
15        interested in speaking tonight?  Thank you.
16                 MR. GILPIN:  Thank you.  My name's
17        Robert, G-I-L-P-I-N.  I'm a 35-year year-round
18        resident of Block Island.  I spent over ten years
19        on the Planning Board and one year I was
20        chairman.  I'm going to keep it specific to the
21        application.  Basically, I support this cable
22        because it has a renewable energy component.  I
23        do not support a standalone cable.  This is
24        called a demonstration project, not a
25        demonstration of technology but of the regulatory
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 1        process.  And if you look at the history of this
 2        nation, all the public works projects that
 3        Americans are proud of with the current
 4        regulations enforced today probably wouldn't have
 5        got built, Hoover Dam, you know, Mt. Rushmore,
 6        and these things have become an iconic part of
 7        America.  Personally, when I look at a turbine I
 8        don't see ugly because I see what it displaces.
 9            In keeping with the cable, the Town Council
10        has discussed improving the changes to the Block
11        Island transmission system and they'll have it to
12        you by the deadline, and the DEM has issued a
13        finding of no significant impact.
14            Now, this is a simple cable like there's
15        cables running all over the State of Rhode
16        Island, in all our state highways, and I have to
17        laugh when people talk for profit, but the last I
18        checked National Grid and Narragansett are profit
19        companies.  So if you allow them to use public
20        resources, why wouldn't you use a developer that
21        was selected by the State?  To me, that doesn't
22        make sense.
23            Another issue that was brought up was the
24        cost.  You know, it's a lot of money but a lot of
25        changes can happen, but basically it's $1.50 to
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 1        $3.00 a month on a person's power bill that uses
 2        500 kilowatts per month.  Now, what it did to me,
 3        which I felt was a good thing, was the big users
 4        were being subsidized by the smaller users now
 5        will have to pay more or look for alternatives.
 6        When power's cheap, there's no incentive for them
 7        to invest in their infrastructure.  Well, this
 8        will give them incentive because -- and from what
 9        I understand, Toray Plastics has already
10        installed a solar system, so I think it's a
11        start.
12            And bottom line, this is just the beginning
13        and it has potential and it has -- but if we sit
14        here and discuss it and wrap it up in
15        bureaucracy, nothing will ever get built.  And
16        you wonder why, you know, Deepwater's going to
17        make a 10 to 12 percent return on their money,
18        there ain't no guarantee that anything's ever
19        going to go in the water, so that's a big gamble.
20            But I give credit to the former Governor and
21        the legislature for being forward thinking.  As a
22        town official, I've worked with the DEM and CRMC
23        and RIDOT and every person that I've worked with
24        has been dedicated and professional.  And I would
25        defer to the DEM's judgment, because I'm not an
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 1        engineer, as long as they use the best current
 2        technology to bury this cable, that we can
 3        perfect our resources.
 4            And as far as to the fishermen, and I have
 5        friends that are fishermen, and it's a big ocean
 6        out there and you're just going to have to get
 7        used to the idea you're going to have to share it
 8        with other users, and there's no reason why we
 9        all can't get along.  And the bottom line, if the
10        fishermen were such good stewards, our fishing
11        resources wouldn't be in such sad shape they are
12        now.  Thank you.
13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Are there
14        any other speakers for this evening?  If there
15        are no other speakers, I would like to close the
16        hearing.  Ron, do you have any remarks?
17                 MR. GAGNON:  No.  Thank you for your
18        patience and thank you for being here tonight.
19              (Deposition adjourned at 8:56 p.m.)
20                         * * * * * *
21
22
23
24
25
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 1      (HEARING COMMENCED AT 6:10 P.M.)
 2      MR. GAGNON: I'm going to get started
 3  now.  I'm going to read a short statement into
 4  the record, then we'll proceed with taking public
 5  comment.  Louder?  Okay.
 6      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Front row can't
 7  hear.  That's not a good sign.
 8      MR. GAGNON: Welcome everyone.  Today's
 9  Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09.  My
10  name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the Rhode
11  Island Department of Environmental Management's
12  Office of Customer and Technical Assistance.
13      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Excuse me.
14  We can't hear you.  Do you have a speaker?
15      MR. BIANCULLI: We don't have --
16  technical support from the Town is not here.
17      MR. GAGNON: Welcome everyone.  Today is
18  Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09 p.m.
19  My name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the
20  Rhode Island Department of Environmental
21  Management's Office of Customer and Technical
22  Assistance.  With me today is Richard Bianculli
23  from the DEM Office of Legal Services.  Also here
24  today is Michael Elliott from the Army Corps of
25  Engineers.
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 1  We are gathered at the Narragansett Town Hall
 2  today regarding a public hearing concerning the
 3  application of Deepwater Wind, LLC, for a
 4  modification to a State of Rhode Island water
 5  quality certificate and dredge permit in
 6  accordance with the Department's rules and
 7  regulations for dredging and the management of
 8  dredge materials and the State water quality
 9  regulations.
10  This public hearing is limited to the
11  modification request submitted on October 17,
12  2013, to withdraw the landfall installation of
13  the Block Island transmission system submarine
14  cable from the Narragansett Town Beach location
15  and proposes a revised landfall location at the
16  Scarborough State Beach.
17  This hearing is being conducted under the
18  authority of the Administrative Procedures Act,
19  located under Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws
20  of Rhode Island.  In accordance with the Act's
21  requirements, public notices of this hearing were
22  published in the Narragansett Times and the South
23  County Independent.  Notice was also posted on
24  the Department's website.
25  The purpose of this hearing is to afford
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 1  interested parties an opportunity to comment on
 2  the noted request to a modification of the
 3  application.  This hearing is not intended as a
 4  means of providing a forum for discussion,
 5  debating, arguing or otherwise having any
 6  dialogue at this time with members of the
 7  Department.  Please, we'd ask that you please be
 8  silent when an individual is making his or her
 9  comments.
10  Full copies of the application have been
11  placed in the public library of Narragansett.  We
12  have also extend the written public comment
13  period to 4:00 p.m. Monday, December 23rd, 2013.
14  Previous public hearings were held at the
15  Narragansett Town Hall on April 24, 2013, at 6:30
16  p.m. and at the New Shoreham Town Hall on
17  May 8th, 2013, at 5:30 p.m.
18  The procedure we will use for those who wish
19  to speak is as follows:  If you have not done so,
20  please register in the rear of the auditorium.  I
21  will call the speakers in order of their
22  registration.  We will allow approximately five
23  minutes for each individual to make comments on
24  the record.  When your name is called, please
25  come to this podium here and speak clearly and
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 1  slowly so that the stenographer can accurately
 2  transcribe your comments.  Written comments may
 3  also be submitted before or after your
 4  presentation is made.  Please note that if
 5  necessary I'll raise a yellow cardboard sign to
 6  indicate that you have approximately a minute
 7  remaining for your comments.  Then at the end of
 8  the five-minute period, I will raise a cardboard
 9  sign.  We ask that you please respect the time
10  limits so that all commenters may be heard.
11  Thank you for your cooperation.
12  After the time has elapsed for the submission
13  of the written comments, the Department will
14  prepare a written response to all comments and
15  then we will complete the review process and
16  issue the final determination.
17  So at this time, we can now begin the hearing
18  for the registered speakers.
19      MR. BIANCULLI: The first speaker is
20  Bill McElroy.
21      MR. McELROY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
22  I would like to -- my name is Bill McElroy.  I'm
23  a commercial fisherman from Galilee, Rhode
24  Island.  I've been there since 1976.  I'm also
25  the Chairman of the Fisherman's Advisory Board
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 1  from the Coastal Resources Management Council
 2  which has had many deliberations on this entire
 3  Windmill project.
 4  I'd like to speak in favor of the water
 5  quality permit change.  I think that the
 6  technology on dredging and placement of cables is
 7  well understood and well developed and it should
 8  pose no significant problem to the environment,
 9  and I'm pleased the they've reached out to the
10  fisherman who work in that area to try to, you
11  know, mitigate any adverse effects that might
12  come from that.  I think that's the end of my
13  comment.  Thank you.
14      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you, Bill.  Next
15  up we have Bill Penn.
16      MR. PENN: Good evening.  My name Bill
17  Penn, P-E-N-N.  I am a year-round resident of
18  Block Island.  Professionally, I'm an
19  environmental economist and currently am Managing
20  Director of the Rhode Island Food and Farm Fund,
21  an organization dedicated to increasing the
22  locally grown and processed food products here in
23  the State.
24  I am strongly in favor of the Scarborough
25  Beach cable landfall because without that
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 1  landfall the Deepwater Wind Block Island project
 2  will not go forward.
 3  The project for me and Block Island has many
 4  advantages.  Certainly there is economic benefits
 5  and there are environmental benefits.  And let me
 6  address the economic benefits.
 7  Last year we paid on average 54.2 cents per
 8  kilowatt hour for our electricity.  That's almost
 9  five times what people pay on the mainland.  The
10  analysis of the effect of the cable and the wind
11  farm is to reduce that cost by about 40 percent.
12  That means that myself and the 1,800 customers of
13  the Block Island Power Company are going to have
14  additional disposable income to spend on goods
15  and services here in Rhode Island.   Collectively
16  that equates to $2.2 million of disposable income
17  that the customers of Block Island Power Company
18  will be able to spend here.
19  If we use a simple economic multiplier of two
20  to three times those dollars, Block Island is
21  going to be providing four-and-a-half to
22  six-and-a-half million dollars of contribution to
23  the Rhode Island economy.  And if you look at
24  that over the 20-year life, projected life of the
25  wind farm, that's somewhere in the neighborhood
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 1  of 90 to $130 million.
 2  Now, in terms of the environmental benefits,
 3  those are more local.  We will no longer be
 4  burning a million gallons of diesel oil a year.
 5  There will be some consumption because the backup
 6  generators will need to be tested from time to
 7  time.
 8  All of our electricity, assuming that the
 9  wind blows -- and it blows quite frequently on
10  Block Island -- will be generated by -- from the
11  wind farm.  So we, as a community, will reduce
12  our carbon footprint and be truly reliant on
13  renewable energy.
14  And with that I want to thank you, very much,
15  for this opportunity to make my comments.
16      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you, Bill.  Our
17  next speaker is Gerald McCarthy.
18      MR. McCARTHY: My name is Gerald
19  McCarthy spelled M, small C, capital C-A-R-T-H-Y.
20  I live at 27 Soule Road in Narragansett.  I'm a
21  resident of Narragansett.  I'm a Registered
22  Professional Engineer.  I see people putting in
23  their -- their vitae, so that's who I am.  And I
24  have a prepared statement that I'm going to read
25  from and I would like to have it entered into
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 1  the -- I can give you a copy afterwards.  There
 2  is a bigger issue than water quality that needs
 3  to be addressed by our state government.
 4  Technology and time have overtaken the
 5  Deepwater Wind Project in terms of economic
 6  viability.  In terms of economic viability, I
 7  think it is now a dinosaur.  The cost to be
 8  charged starting at 24-and-a-half cents per
 9  kilowatt hour with a guaranteed annual increase
10  of three-and-a-half percent is a sweetheart deal
11  for the project, for Deepwater Wind.  However,
12  it's a horrible deal for Rhode Island electric
13  rate payers.
14  As we speak, New England states are being
15  offered bargain rates for clean energy and green
16  energy by producers of land-based and
17  hydro-based -- land-based wind power and
18  hydro-based electrical energy.
19  The cost that they are working into their
20  power purchase agreements run from eight to $0.09
21  per kilowatt hour compared to the 24 -- 24,
22  24-and-a-half cents that Deepwater will cost.
23  In addition, the people of Narragansett have
24  loudly and clearly stated that they do not want
25  the cable from the Deepwater Wind Project to come
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 1  through our town.  So why continue with the
 2  project?  In addition to the residents of
 3  Narragansett speaking clearly about this project,
 4  the Town Council had voted unanimously against
 5  bringing the cable through the town.
 6  Last week the State Properties Committee
 7  approved an easement through our Scarborough
 8  Beach for the cable from the offshore Deepwater
 9  Wind Demonstration Project.  A week before -- and
10  that was a week before this public hearing.  And
11  that's a blatant affront to the people of
12  Narragansett who so loudly objected to the cable
13  coming ashore and our elected officials who voted
14  unanimously against -- against it.
15  So it looks like it doesn't matter given the
16  fact that the State Properties Committee has
17  already granted an easement.  It doesn't matter
18  what Rhode Island DEM concludes from this public
19  hearing because the easement for the cable has
20  already been approved.  One wonders whether this
21  is just an honest mistake in terms of the
22  sequence of the meeting or is it more political
23  shenanigans that we see from time to time in
24  Rhode Island.
25  In conclusion, as we are encouraged by the
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 1  DEM through this public meeting to look
 2  myopically at the project by concentrating on
 3  water quality rather than the broad issue of
 4  economic viability.  Our state government careens
 5  towards another 38 Studios, only this time it's
 6  an outdated wind energy project instead of a
 7  flawed video game project.
 8  So I -- if I had the power, I would call on
 9  political leaders of our state and our
10  government, local governments, Governor Chafee,
11  Gordon Fox, Peter Kilmartin, Gina Raimondo, all
12  of the gubernatorial candidates, Fung, Tavares,
13  Raimondo, Pale, Block and our Town Council to
14  call a halt to this project that has been
15  surpassed by new technology and more economically
16  viable clean energy projects and revisit the
17  economic viability of this project before the
18  electric rate payers of Rhode Island are forced
19  to pay the outrageous rates at 24-and-a-half
20  cents compared to the eight and nine cent per
21  kilowatt hour that is available through other
22  more up-to-date wind generating technologies.
23  And thank you for having this public hearing
24  and for giving me a chance to present my
25  testimony.
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 1      MR. BIANCULLI: Gerald, I'll take any
 2  written comments that you have.
 3      MR. McCARTHY: Sure.
 4      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you, very much.
 5      MR. McCARTHY: Thank you.
 6      MR. BIANCULLI: Next up we have Myron
 7  Waldman.
 8      MR. WALDMAN: M-Y-R-O-N, W-A-L-D-M-A-N.
 9  My name is Myron Waldman.  I'm a resident of
10  Narragansett.  I founded a company several years
11  ago that engineered and developed power
12  electronic quality control equipment for wire and
13  cable production.  I stand here as an objector
14  and have followed your instructions to review the
15  application and plans and visited the site, our
16  Scarborough Beach in Narragansett.
17  I protest the proposed action of bringing the
18  34,500 volt AC unshielded, armored cable onto the
19  sandy, densely-populated summer beach.  I protest
20  the cable burial under the shifting sand.
21  After reading the Deepwater environmental
22  report slash construction and operations plan, I
23  attempted to confirm its statements regarding
24  health and safety with respect to the under-sand,
25  high voltage cable.  I call it high voltage
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 1  because 34,500 volts is the highest voltage
 2  allowed for power distribution and Wikepedia
 3  categorizes that voltage as high voltage in the
 4  power distribution industry.
 5  Table ES-1 of the Deepwater Wind Report
 6  claims there will be, quote, no impact, quote,
 7  relating to safety from EMF, electromotive force
 8  energy which escapes the buried cable and, in
 9  some cases, causes permanent damage to wildlife
10  and humans.
11  Section 4.13.2.2 of the report does not show
12  detailed results for cable burial under beach
13  sand at Scarborough.  Sand height varies daily,
14  therefore, changing the distance between a beach
15  goer and the cable.  The EMF force becomes
16  exponentially stronger as the distance closes.
17  So if we start with ten feet and somebody digs in
18  two feet into the sand, there's almost a
19  50 percent increase in the EMF forces.
20  I checked the technical references used in
21  the Deepwater Wind Report including the
22  International Committee on Electromagnetic
23  Safety, ICES, International Commission on
24  nonionizing radiation, ICNIRP, and Institute of
25  Electrical and Electronic Engineers, IEEE.
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 1  Clearly the Deepwater Wind Report's EMF
 2  analysis is incomplete.  It does not consider the
 3  issues of human behavior, age, body position, all
 4  of these important for sandy beaches.
 5  When these and other issues are considered,
 6  the acceptable levels of human exposure to
 7  magnetic fields become lower than that stated in
 8  the Deepwater report.  Here is an example from
 9  the Deepwater winds report, ICNIRP reference:
10  For adults with implanted medical devices,
11  cardiac defibrillators, pacemakers, hormone
12  infusion pumps, neuromuscular stimulation
13  devices, electronically operated prosthetic
14  devices and so on.  The maximum allowed exposure
15  is five milligauss and that's for very short
16  dwell times in the magnetic field, but for beach
17  goers, the dwell times are measured in hours.
18  The IEEE takes it further and discusses
19  exposure by body type, age, size and position,
20  body position.  Lying prone in a wet bathing suit
21  in beach sand can be dangerous.
22  In closing:  I suggest that all approvals
23  relating to Deepwater Wind burying cables under
24  Scarborough Beach be delayed until the issue of
25  EMF is properly studied and documented as the
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 1  Deepwater Wind Report is inaccurate and
 2  incomplete regarding human safety for adults,
 3  expectant mothers, and children.
 4  Also, the Deepwater report referenced above
 5  does not seem to have a professional engineer's
 6  certification as required under DEM rules and
 7  regulations for water quality, Rule 14.B.  Maybe
 8  the online version doesn't have it.  Thank you,
 9  very much.
10      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  I'm sorry.
11  Our next speaker is either -- it's either Gene
12  Garseau or Juan Garcia.
13      MS. GARCEAU: No, sir.  It's French.
14  It's Joan Garceau.
15      MR. BIANCULLI: Joan Garso.
16      MS. GARCEAU: But I would spell it
17  G-A-R-S-O.
18      MR. BIANCULLI: Well, uradet (sic/ph).
19  Two French guys and we couldn't get it right.
20      MS. GARCEAU: I came prepared to speak
21  and pose questions, but because of the initial
22  comment made by Mr. Gagnon in regards to
23  answering questions, this is not the opportune
24  time for me to do so, but I must say that I
25  concur with the previous speakers.  I do object
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 1  to that running through the Town of Narragansett
 2  coming up Burnside.  I live in Briggs Farm and my
 3  back of my house faces Point Judith Road, but I
 4  am concerned that we don't need it.  This is not
 5  the Netherlands.  And as far as I know -- I don't
 6  believe the General Assembly legislators in Rhode
 7  Island has approved for this to come through yet.
 8  Am I correct?  You can't answer.  Okay.  I
 9  decline and I'll address my concerns at another
10  time at a later time.  Thank you.
11      THE REPORTER: How do you spell you
12  name?
13      MS. GARCEAU: G-A-R-C-E-A-U, J-O-A-N.
14  Thank you for listening.
15      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
16  speaker is Norris Pike.
17      MR. PIKE: Good evening.  Thank you for
18  the opportunity to speak.  My name is Norris
19  Pike.  I'm a member of the New Shoreham Town
20  Council, although, I'm not speaking for the
21  Council as a whole.  I represent Block Island as
22  a whole.
23  For a number of years, I've served in local
24  politics on Block Island, over 30 years as a
25  Planning Board Chairman on the local Planning
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 1  Board, a number of other positions.  Currently on
 2  the Town Council and it's my second time at it.
 3  I was on the Council 30 years ago as well.
 4  Our position is that Block Island desperately
 5  needs a cable to the mainland to offset the high
 6  cost of electricity on Block Island.  We burn
 7  over a million gallons of diesel fuel every year
 8  and it's crippling our local economy to the point
 9  of failure.  It has to stop.  We need to do
10  something different.
11  We have an opportunity now with Deepwater
12  Wind to construct a cable to the mainland.  We
13  had hoped to land on Narragansett Town Beach,
14  although, the Town of Narragansett obviously
15  didn't want that.
16  At this juncture, we would like to make
17  landfall at Scarborough.  The Town of
18  Narragansett does not want that either.  I wonder
19  if Block Island had the opportunity to say no to
20  Narragansett if Narragansett needed a cable, and
21  I think we'd be a lot friendlier than
22  Narragansett has been to us.  I don't understand
23  it, but that's local politics at its worst.
24  Block Island desperately needs this cable
25  connection.  Deepwater Wind is secondary to us,
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 1  although, we really, really want to see Deepwater
 2  happen.  It's important to us.
 3  We need to change the method in which we
 4  generate electricity in this country.  It's one
 5  step forward in the right direction and we wholly
 6  support it.  There are a few naysayers in our
 7  town as well, but there are few.  In the
 8  long-term, this is a step in the right direction
 9  for the United States.  It's a step in the right
10  direction for Rhode Island.  It's a step in the
11  right direction for the Town of Narragansett,
12  too.  Block Island commutes through Narragansett.
13  Our ferry company goes through Narragansett.  We
14  leave a lot of money behind in the Town of
15  Narragansett just by getting here and there.
16  Uniquely I grew up in Narragansett.  I grew
17  up on Ava Street in Narragansett, went to this
18  very school in the 2nd and 3rd grade when it was
19  a school, as a matter of fact, and some of you
20  may not know that, but this is now the Town Hall.
21  This is the first time I've been in here in
22  40 years, 50 years.  50 years.  I'm dating
23  myself.
24  But the bottom line is we really, really,
25  really need to connect with a cable to somewhere
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 1  in the State of Rhode Island.  I think this is
 2  the only opportunity.  There are Charlestown and
 3  other spots that are sensitive due to the oil
 4  spill that occurred down off the Charlestown
 5  shore, South Kingstown shore.  This is a fairly
 6  clean shot.  It's just a relocation.  And I don't
 7  know what other to say other than we really need
 8  this connection.  Thank you.
 9      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you, Norris.  Our
10  next speaker is Ben Riggs.
11      MR. SHIELDS: Ben could not make it this
12  evening.  He's asked me to read his prepared
13  statement, and I'll give you a copy of it
14  afterward.  I'm Robert Shields.  I'm a
15  Narragansett resident at 37 Earls Court.  Here's
16  the correspondence that Ben Riggs is providing
17  the DEM:  To begin with, he says, "I am a citizen
18  and resident of the State of Rhode Island who
19  regularly uses its water ways and visits Block
20  Island.  My qualifications as they relate to the
21  factual assertions made in this letter include a
22  career as a naval aviator with training in
23  oceanography, meteorology, air and sea
24  navigation, air traffic control, aeronautical
25  engineering, a second career as a CEO of four
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 1  separate manufacturing companies, two of them
 2  subsidiaries of major multinational
 3  conglomerates.
 4  The following will summarize my objections to
 5  the referenced application.  First, the
 6  application is incomplete.  The proposal calls
 7  for a 17-mile trench being dug six feet deep on
 8  an ocean floor that has previously been
 9  undisturbed for thousands of years to that depth.
10  There are two areas of environmental impact here
11  which have not been adequately addressed either
12  by factfinding or a proposed mitigation process.
13  The ocean -- Number 1, the ocean floor
14  outside of harbors and entrance channels is where
15  about half of the planets accumulated carbon is
16  sequestered.  Digging it up will release
17  significant carbon dioxide into the atmosphere
18  which is a factor in creating global warming.
19  In addition, the process may well dig into
20  and release large pockets of trapped methane gas
21  which is 22 times worse for global warming than
22  carbon dioxide.
23  There has been no independent investigation
24  of the amount of carbon that is likely to be
25  released or the location of methane pockets and
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 1  the amounts likely contained in them.  There's
 2  growing evidence -- second, there's growing
 3  evidence that right whales which are an
 4  endangered species may well be significantly
 5  impacted particularly during their extended
 6  winter mating season.  Evidence being gathered in
 7  Virginia and by the Cornell laboratory describes
 8  some of this concern.  There has been no
 9  independent study done here to identify the
10  potential threat to these whales."  In that
11  regard, there are two attachments to this letter
12  that deal with that issue.
13  "Secondly, there will be an excavation on
14  Block Island on land where the electric
15  substation on Bibco property is proposed and
16  where highly toxic materials have already been
17  identified.  And also over the three -- the
18  4.3 miles of the terrestrial cable in
19  Narragansett.
20  There's no evidence that Deepwater Wind
21  and/or National Grid has identified all hazard --
22  hazardous chemicals that are in these areas
23  and -- nor will they take -- have they shown that
24  they're willing to take steps to guarantee they
25  will not be discharged into the aquifers and/or
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 1  the waters that flow into Great Salt Pond and
 2  waters off Scarborough Beach.
 3  Secondly, private use of public land is
 4  unlawful.  First, the granting of easements and
 5  the use of imminent domain are reserved for
 6  projects that are in the overall public interest.
 7  As one U.S. Supreme Court Justice noted in a
 8  recent case involving eminent domain, this is a
 9  quote, transfers intended to confer benefits on
10  particular favored private entities and with only
11  incidental or pretextual public benefits are
12  forbidden by the Public Use Clause presumably of
13  the constitution.  That's Kilo (ph) versus City
14  of New London 2005.
15  There is no such public benefit here either
16  economically or environmentally.  Essentially,
17  this project will cost rate payers around
18  $600 million and its sole benefit will be to
19  include a $60 million cable to Block Island.  The
20  negative impact of this has been set forth in our
21  Public Utilities Commission dockets 41-11 and
22  41-85.  That is a matter of record.
23  Were this body to be considered in this
24  project on a standalone basis it might be able to
25  ignore the overall cost, but it is not a separate
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 1  project as presented.
 2  In addition, there are no environmental
 3  benefits.  The fact that wind power has been
 4  proven to have no net positive impact on reducing
 5  fossil fuel use for carbon emissions on the grid
 6  is a matter of public record in the U.S. and in
 7  Europe."  The third attachment to this memo
 8  describes that.
 9  "Therefore, it should also be noted that in
10  addition to the PUC, three former Rhode Island
11  Attorneys General, James O'Neill, Patrick Lynch
12  and Arlene Violet have opposed this project as
13  not being in the public interest.  Deepwater has
14  not submitted any evidence to refute this. Public
15  land cannot be used for what is clearly a private
16  commercial enterprise.
17  "Third" -- I'm almost finished -- "violation
18  of a federal law.  The way in which the Power
19  Purchase Agreement used here has been made to set
20  an interstate utility price structure for an
21  instate supplier highlights both the supremacy
22  clause and the dormant commerce clause of the
23  U.S. Constitution.
24  I urge you to deny this application in its
25  entirety or require that the applicant properly
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 1  address the concerns of carbon release, methane
 2  release and toxic chemical release described
 3  above and submit a new application.  And while
 4  they are doing this, I urge this body to
 5  investigate the legal issues raised above
 6  regarding private use of public lands in this
 7  case  and compliance with U.S. Constitutional
 8  Law.  Respectfully, Benjamin C. Riggs, Captain
 9  U.S. Navy, retired."
10      MR. BIANCULLI: Mr. Shields, would you
11  wish to speak on your own behalf or are you just
12  speaking for Mr. Riggs this evening?
13      MR. SHIELDS: No, I hope to speak on my
14  own behalf.  Here are Mr. Rigg's comments.
15      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.
16      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I don't know
17  about you guys, but I think he did a good job.
18      MR. SHIELDS: My name is Robert Shields.
19  I live in Narragansett, 37 Earls Court.  In
20  reading the original 2012 environmental report, I
21  find that the DEM is responsible for probably
22  four separate approvals.  I assume you're only
23  dealing with one today, which is the Clean Water
24  Act.  Is that my understanding correctly?
25      MR. GAGNON: Yes, sir.
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 1      MR. BIANCULLI: There's a water quality
 2  certificate and a dredging permit that's being
 3  considered.
 4      MR. SHIELDS: Okay.  But they're both in
 5  the ocean?
 6      MR. GAGNON: Yes.
 7      MR. SHIELDS: They don't include
 8  wetlands?
 9      MR. GAGNON: Yes.
10      MR. BIANCULLI: Correct.
11      MR. SHIELDS: Have any of the four
12  approvals been granted so far that I'm thinking
13  of?
14      MR. GAGNON: We're not supposed to be
15  answering questions, but nothing has been
16  approved or there's -- no decisions have been
17  issued.
18      MR. SHIELDS: Okay.  Fine.  I draw your
19  attention to a letter I sent to Mr. Gagnon on
20  August 21st which outlines my credits for
21  speaking which include a Master of Science Degree
22  in Chemical Engineering and a career spent in the
23  basic metals and extraction field.  I would like
24  to say that I'm concerned about the landfall in
25  several respects.  I'm concerned about fish traps
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 1  that lie off Black Point and extend southward
 2  onto the beach at Narragansett.  The fish trap
 3  area defined on the nautical chart goes out one
 4  mile from the shore, and this past year there
 5  have been nets out there constantly in the area
 6  which is right off the beach.  I'm concerned
 7  about that because I don't know how Deepwater can
 8  do the work that needs to be done to bring the
 9  cable ashore at that location without permanently
10  effecting the fish trap area.  I think that even
11  after the cable is in the -- in the sea bed, the
12  people that do the fishing there in the fish trap
13  area will want to place moorings in the ground in
14  the sea bed and that could actually impact the
15  cable.  So I'm -- I'm very much concerned about
16  the location of -- at the beach where they're
17  going to come ashore.
18  But I have a more serious problem.  I've read
19  the 2013 Scarborough Beach alternative proposal
20  in detail and I've looked at the engineering
21  drawings which were done by DiPrete Engineering
22  and I find that the cable is not shown from the
23  Scarborough Beach parking lot all the way up to
24  the substation in Wakefield.  So, therefore, I
25  call the report incomplete.
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 1  I honestly don't see how any state agency,
 2  regulatory agency, can overlook this fact.  The
 3  fact is that the engineering drawings do not show
 4  the path that the cable will take, whether it
 5  will be underground, whether it will be
 6  aboveground, whatever.  We can't accept verbal
 7  commitments at this stage.  We need in-writing
 8  commitments to whatever Deepwater plans to do
 9  before the issue is decided by any of the
10  regulatory agencies.  So I suggest you ask
11  Deepwater to go back, finish their engineering
12  plans and then come back to DEM for approvals.
13  I'd also like to address the socioeconomic
14  aspects to this project and I'll just limit
15  myself to handing out the cost that I have done
16  on this project.  Other speakers, I'm sure, will
17  mention this figure, but there is at least a
18  $600 million cost that the rate payers in the
19  State of Rhode Island would have to pay over a
20  period of 20 years for this project, and that is
21  just incredible considering that the few number
22  of jobs, maybe six permanent jobs, will be
23  created by this project.
24  So that concludes my comments.  Thank you,
25  very much.
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 1      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Thank you,
 2  very much.  Our next speaker is Dawson Hodgson.
 3      MR. HODGSON: D-A-W-S-O-N,
 4  H-O-D-G-S-O-N.  Good evening, everybody.  I am a
 5  State Senator.  I represent the southern portion
 6  of Narragansett.  And I'd like to first thank you
 7  for taking testimony tonight.  As you can see,
 8  this is an issue that engenders a very high
 9  degree of public interest in this community and
10  it's also a matter with a large scale and
11  long-term implication to the people of this
12  state.  For both of these reasons, I feel
13  compelled to speak to you tonight in opposition
14  to this proposal.
15  The Deepwater Wind Project represents a
16  terrible public policy decision.  There's a
17  breakdown of fiduciary responsibilities across
18  multiple levels of government, and you have an
19  opportunity tonight to stop this project on a
20  procedural basis.  If you do, so you'll be taking
21  a stand for the people of this state and a stand
22  for meaningful energy policy in Rhode Island.
23  I want to be crystal clear to you and to
24  everybody here.  I support renewable energy.
25  This is not a debate about whether climate change
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 1  exists or whether our society should invest in
 2  renewable energy technologies.  This is about
 3  stopping a terrible deal for the people of Rhode
 4  Island and it's about preserving the credibility
 5  of renewable energy development in this state in
 6  the future.
 7  As most of you rely aware, National Grid
 8  recently signed an agreement to buy wind power
 9  from the State of Maine for less than $0.08 a
10  kilowatt hour.  That's not even one-third of what
11  Deepwater is charging us.  The differential
12  between Maine Wind and Deepwater Wind is over
13  $500,000,000, plus another 60 to $70,000,000 that
14  we learned last week to bury the wires and
15  connect this alternate grid.  All of this money
16  comes from the public and out of our economy.  We
17  will have nothing to show for this but for six
18  jobs and some politicians who can tell you that
19  they stopped climate change.
20  To my fellow supporters of clean energy, I
21  want to emphasize that these are public resources
22  that could be devoted to meaningful energy policy
23  in this state instead of this scheme.  Perhaps
24  insulating the homes of low income Rhode
25  Islanders, conserving energy, putting tradesmen
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 1  to work, improving quality of life.  Or if you
 2  wanted to think truly long-term, this money could
 3  go into public higher education producing
 4  thousands, thousands of engineers and scientists
 5  who would not only become the innovators that
 6  would truly create this technology and lead
 7  renewable energy into the future, but they would
 8  be the core of the stem (sic) work force that our
 9  economy desperately needs.  But such
10  opportunities are lost when we put these
11  resources in these pressures scarce public
12  resources, of our poor state into this one
13  project.
14  The members of this -- to the members of this
15  committee, I know you're in a tough position.
16  The elite political leadership of this state, the
17  insiders, they want this to happen.  Significant
18  pressure will be brought to bear to see it
19  through to get the deal done.  You have the
20  ability tonight to stand up for our citizens and
21  to stand up for meaningful renewable energy
22  policy in this state tonight by refusing to go
23  through it.
24  I would ask you to exercise that discretion,
25  think about the larger role of what we're playing
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 1  here in this process and please reject this deal.
 2  Thank you for your time tonight.
 3      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Up next we
 4  have Peter Galvin.
 5      MR. GALVIN: Now for something
 6  completely different.  My name is Peter Galvin.
 7  That's G-A-L-V-I-N.  I'm a resident of North
 8  Kingstown and I'd like to begin by reminding
 9  everybody that, although, this hearing is being
10  held here today, this is of interest to the
11  entire state and all of those in the state.  And
12  I also speak tonight on behalf of the Sierra
13  Club, which is the oldest environmental
14  organization in the country.
15  It is absolutely true, as the last speaker
16  said, that we are experiencing global warming and
17  it's going to get worse, a lot worse.  And
18  anybody who doubts that can go to a series of
19  lectures that have been up at the Sea Grant (ph)
20  facility all year long.  There are plenty of ways
21  you can learn about this.
22  We need renewable power to deal with it and
23  not just from land-based wind turbines.  In fact,
24  recently Exeter joined, actually, North
25  Kingstown, I believe, in putting a moratorium on
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 1  the land-based systems until the State gets
 2  around to doing guidelines that the State are
 3  working on this year, but it really won't be
 4  ready for another year.  We need sea bases, too.
 5  We've got a humongous area out there and the
 6  Deepwater technology will test whether or not
 7  this was workable for us.  We have to have that.
 8  And in terms of the economy, leaving aside
 9  Block Island, I would only say, folks, you aren't
10  going to have an economy, okay, if we don't deal
11  with this global warming problem by getting to
12  renewable power.  Aside from reducing the
13  pollution from Block Island and its carbon
14  footprint, I would point out to you that the
15  location is a state location, it is not a
16  Narragansett Town Beach.  We're talking about a
17  state beach.  I use that beach all the time.  I'm
18  very familiar with it and the location where this
19  cable would be.  It's not under the beach where
20  people are swimming.  It's way off to the side,
21  okay, and I think it's an ideal location to have
22  this project.
23  So with that said, I believe that's the scope
24  of your determination.  The issue before you is
25  the location of this cable.  I think it's a much
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 1  better arrangement than the one we saw previously
 2  for the residents of Narragansett, and also for
 3  the all the rest of us will get some extra
 4  benefits out of this for our state parks.  I
 5  think it's -- I think you should approve this and
 6  do it as quickly as possible.  This project's
 7  been hanging around long enough.  It's time to
 8  move on and get this done.  Thank you, very much.
 9      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
10  speaker is Channing Jones.
11      MR. JONES: Good evening.  Thanks for
12  listening to our testimony today.  My name is
13  Channing Jones.  That's C-H-A-N-N-I-N-G.  And I'm
14  representing Environment Rhode Island, which is
15  an environmental group with members across the
16  state including here in Narragansett.
17  As Peter just mentioned, climate change is a
18  serious threat facing the entire world.  And in a
19  low-lying coastal state like Rhode Island, we
20  stand to lose that big time, whether it's extreme
21  weather events like Hurricane Sandy or rising sea
22  levels or ocean acidification.  We need to be
23  concerned about global warming and one of the
24  main culprits are power plants fueled by fossil
25  fuels.  And we're going to avoid the carbon
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 1  pollution that comes from these power plants by
 2  expanding clean energy in our country and in
 3  Rhode Island, that's energy efficiency, that's
 4  solar energy and that's wind.  And Rhode Island's
 5  most promising wind resource is offshore wind.
 6  Now, Environment Rhode Island research and
 7  policy center rereleased a report last week
 8  called Wind Energy for a Cleaner America which
 9  finds that in Rhode Island if wind development
10  proceeds as predicted, including the development
11  of this Block Island wind farm, we'll experience
12  a 25 fold increase in the amount of wind energy
13  that we produce, which is 2,500 percent, second
14  only to the predicted increase in New Jersey in
15  this country, but greater than any other state
16  and that's in large part because of this project
17  that should be coming online that's going to, by
18  2018, avoid more than 44,000 metric tons of
19  carbon pollution, which is the equivalent of
20  taking 9,000 cars off the road, while also
21  avoiding 26 tons of nitrogen oxides and 58 tons
22  of sulfur dioxide which cause acid rain and soot.
23  And I'm going to submit this report, certainly,
24  for the record.
25  There's also tremendous support here in Rhode
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 1  Island for renewable energy and for offshore
 2  wind.  Today Environment Rhode Island was pleased
 3  to join 200 -- I think there's 230 organizations
 4  and leaders from around the country including
 5  just about 20 -- almost 20 from Rhode Island
 6  urging President Obama to make offshore wind a
 7  key opponent of his climate action plan.
 8  Now, with this wind farm, Rhode Island has the
 9  chance to be the first in the country with
10  offshore wind, so I urge us to approve this cable
11  landing site so we can get this project going.
12  Thank you, very much.
13      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
14  speaker is Samantha Demanbey.  Sorry if I didn't
15  pronounce that correctly.
16      MS. DEMANBEY: That's okay.  My name's
17  Samantha Demanbey, D-E-M-A-N-B-E-Y.  I'm here
18  because I also support the cable being installed.
19  I think it's important that we invest in
20  renewable energy, especially offshore wind power.
21  I think it would be good for not only the state
22  but the country.  I think Rhode Island needs a
23  good leading example for the rest of the country
24  that renewable energy is efficient, it's good for
25  the environment, and it's also good for us as a
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 1  nation.
 2  And I think a lot of people have been talking
 3  about the expenses of renewable energy, but we
 4  also need to take into account the expenses of
 5  fossil fuels, the real costs, the pollution, the
 6  loss of wildlife and the health problems caused
 7  by them.
 8  Renewable resources like the offshore wind
 9  farm would be much more valuable, a much better
10  deal in the long run than any kind of fossil fuel
11  resource.
12  And lastly I'd like to say that this could be
13  a very important step for the rest of the
14  country.  Rhode Island would be the first state
15  to have an offshore wind farm, and I think if we
16  did that then other states would follow through
17  and we could really push the country toward
18  taking global warming seriously and taking
19  seriously renewable energy and its efficiency and
20  what it can do for us.  Thank you.
21      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
22  speaker is Benjamin Kidd.
23      MR. KIDD: My name is Benjamin Kidd and
24  I'm from Little Compton, Rhode Island.  I really
25  support the idea of offshore wind.  And thank
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 1  you.
 2      MR. BIANCULLI: Our next speaker is
 3  Andrew Grande.
 4      MR. GRANDE: Hi.  My name is Andrew
 5  Grande, resident of Valley Falls, Rhode Island,
 6  and an organizer with the Sierra Club,
 7  S-I-E-R-R-A.  I'm also an organizer of the Sierra
 8  Club Beyond Coal Campaign, C-O-A-L.
 9  Gentlemen, thank you for having this hearing
10  tonight and for giving everyone the opportunity
11  to speak.  I work with a lot of communities
12  throughout Massachusetts that are feeling the
13  effects of burning coal, and the biggest effect
14  that we see from that is the increased rate of
15  asthma on children, on elderly, and the effects
16  it has with missing school time, missing work and
17  the financial impact that it has on those
18  families.
19  The project that we're looking at here
20  tonight takes a lot of that out of -- off the
21  table.  What we have is an energy source that
22  doesn't inflict a public health harm on to
23  people.  It helps with climate disruption.
24  You're moving that off the table as well.  And
25  most importantly for the State of Rhode Island,
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 1  the state that has 90 percent of its energy
 2  dollars leaving the state, either out-of-state or
 3  out-of-country resources, we are reinvesting this
 4  money back into Rhode Island, back into Rhode
 5  Island's economy.
 6  This is a project that will have the
 7  opportunity for Rhode Island to be a leader in
 8  energy, something that it hasn't been able to do
 9  in its past.  We have the opportunity for Rhode
10  Island to stand forth before the rest of the
11  country and say that we will no longer be
12  shifting emissions from power plants onto lower
13  income families, lower income neighborhoods that
14  are being most affected by that.
15  Just yesterday Governor Chafee and the rest
16  of the New England governors stood up and said --
17  went to the EPA and said we can no longer be
18  affording to have Midwestern power plant
19  pollution coming into Rhode Island.
20  Moving forward with this project says not
21  only do we not want to have fossil fuel emissions
22  but we're going to take steps forward and we're
23  going to start investing in the future economy.
24  We're going to be investing in a clean energy
25  economy that's built to last.
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 1  Here tonight, both as a Rhode Island resident
 2  and as an organizer with the Sierra Club, we
 3  stand with Deepwater in supporting this project
 4  and along with the State of Rhode Island
 5  encouraging them to move forward and invest in a
 6  clean energy economy.  Thank you.
 7      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
 8  speaker is James McCaffrey.  Is James here?
 9      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: He's not here
10  yet.
11      MR. BIANCULLI: Okay.  I'll call his
12  name again.  Our next speaker is Matthew, last
13  name starts with an M, Mannix perhaps.
14      MR. MANNIX: How are you?
15      MR. BIANCULLI: Good.  How are you
16  doing?
17      MR. MANNIX: M-A-N-N-I-X.  There's only
18  two places where this project has received any
19  kind of real scrutiny.  The first was at the PUC,
20  the Public Utilities Commission in Docket 4111,
21  and the second was actually here in Town Hall in
22  a series of meetings where residents came forward
23  and shared very detailed data and research with
24  the Town Council about this project.
25  And I've reviewed the PUC docket in detail
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 1  and I'm a member of the Narragansett Town Council
 2  and heard from those residents and was very
 3  thankful to them during this last year when we
 4  were struggling through this issue.
 5  When we put aside the platitudes about this
 6  project, we see that this is a bad deal for
 7  Narragansett, for Rhode Island, and for the
 8  environment.  The increased energy costs
 9  associated with this project are, at a
10  conservative estimate, the first -- the PUC
11  Docket 4111 had it at $390,000,000.  That's on
12  Page 69 of the -- of PUC Docket 4111.  That's a
13  conservative estimate.  We've heard estimates
14  much higher dwarfing that number.
15  We heard about some of the increased
16  disposable income that Block Islanders would
17  receive if this -- if this project goes through.
18  I think that's going to be greatly outweighed by
19  the hundreds of million dollars in increased --
20  the increased rates that rate payers here are
21  going to have to pay.
22  The sad part at the level in 2010 when the
23  PUC initially looked at this and scrutinized it
24  and rejected it on a three to zero vote was that
25  the EDC, our state EDC, performed what I'll call
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 1  an unsatisfactory economic analysis of this
 2  project, and actually when pushed by the PUC on
 3  this issue of the lack of analysis, the EDC said,
 4  quote, "We're not looking at this question as
 5  narrowly as you have asked it."  That's on Page
 6  53 of Docket 4111.
 7  We have state agencies for a reason.  They
 8  all have different charters, they have things
 9  that they need to do and advocate for on behalf
10  of our residents.  The Department of
11  Environmental Management is supposed to be our
12  steward for the environment.  So if I asked the
13  Department of Environmental Management to --
14  Management to make sure -- to make sure that this
15  is a project that will have a positive impact on
16  our environment -- because based on what I've
17  heard, I am not convinced.
18  We have harmful effects of digging up acres
19  of the ocean floor associated with this project.
20  But what's wrong with that?  Well, for our
21  fragile and overregulated fishing industry, it
22  means those fishing habitats and migration
23  patterns are going to be changing.
24  Galilee is a major part of our town economy,
25  an integral part of our state and I'm concerned
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 1  about the effect out there.
 2  I've heard some people talk about the
 3  first -- you know, the first -- this will be the
 4  first state that will be the flagship, the leader
 5  in this.  That was talked about before the PUC.
 6  It's a speculative reason to go forward with what
 7  is a risky and speculative project.
 8  I can tell you just a Narragansett story,
 9  what we experienced here at the Town Hall and we
10  had dozens and dozens of people coming to our
11  Town Hall meetings as we discussed the landing of
12  the cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  And the
13  overwhelming sentiment of the town was that
14  because of the increased rates on rate payers,
15  because of the harmful effects on fishing
16  habitats, because of the concerns over the impact
17  of this project, the town's people spoke up
18  loudly and clearly and our Town Council
19  unanimously voted to not allow the landing here
20  on town property.
21  So now we see this end around in another part
22  of town.  Many people in town -- you know, just
23  this past weekend, I had three people at a
24  Christmas party mention to me -- people who are
25  not in the Scarborough area of town all say --
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 1  you know, see this as an end around, clearly as a
 2  way to end around what the people of the town
 3  spoke of.  And as more people learn about this
 4  project, the more they are opposed to it.
 5  So in summary, I urge the DEM to live up to
 6  its charter and I urge people to continue to be
 7  involved, because we've seen when our EDC doesn't
 8  stand up, when our -- we don't put the scrutiny
 9  on these projects, we see what happens.  And I
10  think some people have alluded to some of those
11  larger projects that we know about with -- with
12  EDC advocacy with 38 Studios.
13  So, again, I -- that would be what I urge.
14  Again, if you have any questions for me, I'd be
15  glad to answer them.  And I want to thank the
16  people of Narragansett for being so helpful in
17  this effort.
18      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
19  speaker is Peter Bante (sic).
20      MR. BAUTE: I think you might be calling
21  on me, but perhaps you're mispronouncing my name.
22      MR. BIANCULLI: It could be Baute.
23      MR. BAUTE: Baute.
24      MR. BIANCULLI: Baute.  Sorry.
25      MR. BAUTE: Thank you for holding this
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 1  hearing, by the way.  My name is Peter Baute,
 2  B-A-U-T-E.  I'm a physician.  I practiced on
 3  Block Island, but more extensively here on the
 4  mainland for many years.
 5  I'm here to address the potential
 6  environmental health effects that might be
 7  presented by this cable landing at the
 8  Scarborough Beach.  I'm also a previous member of
 9  the Block Island Town Council and I was a member
10  of that Town Council when we crossed this bridge
11  just as Narragansett has attempted to cross it.
12  We had an opportunity to review all the
13  similar data that you had a chance to review and
14  that you on the Board review.  We passed this
15  project because we recognized that there were no
16  unfortunate environmental health effects.
17  First of all, with regard to cancer, I know
18  that some people have raised the concern that
19  electromagnetic fields running nearby might
20  produce cancer.  That has been well shown not to
21  be the effect.
22  As for the electromagnetic fields, there are
23  appropriate limits as the previous speaker
24  mentioned set up by international agencies that
25  concern themselves on this subject.  The levels
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 1  of the electromagnetic fields produced by this
 2  project are so low given the amount of insulation
 3  by the wrappings of the cable and the depth of
 4  the burial of the cable that they are
 5  insignificant in terms of producing any health
 6  effects.  In fact, as you go about your daily
 7  living sitting in front of the TV, watching the
 8  Channel 10 or Channel 12 news, you are probably
 9  exposed to more electromagnetic fields than you
10  would be by this cable.  Certainly when you work
11  the microwave to heat up those leftovers, that's
12  the case, so that you're exposed to
13  electromagnetic fields at home on a daily basis
14  and I'm sure you're not turning off your
15  electricity on that account.
16  I'll mention my own personal aspect to this.
17  My family goes to the beach very regularly.  As a
18  matter of fact, their favorite location and that
19  of many of their friends is right about where
20  Deepwater proposes to bury the cable on Block
21  Island.  You can be sure when that beach has been
22  repaired from that project that they will be back
23  in that very same location and there will be
24  no -- no ill effects from their sun bathing there
25  or even digging a hole or swimming out in the
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 1  water over the cable.  So I would advise you not
 2  to consider any -- have any concerns about the
 3  environmental effects of this cable.  Thank you.
 4      MR. BIANCULLI: I'm going to butcher
 5  this next name, but Stanley Wojciechowski.
 6      MR. WOJCIECHOSKI: You did a good job on
 7  it.  Stan Wojciechowski,
 8  W-O-J-C-I-E-C-H-O-W-S-K-I.  This impacts me, I
 9  think, on Point Judith Road.  I have a home on
10  Point Judith Road and right now I've got a septic
11  system and I was hoping some day in the future --
12  septic's not going to last forever, I was hoping
13  that we would have sewers.  I assumed that sooner
14  or later as the Town develops a little more we'd
15  probably need a sewer line all the way up Point
16  Judith Road, so I can anticipate I'll have to
17  spend more money trying to connect my sewer now
18  that you have a cable up there.  And I'm worried
19  that maybe this cable would prevent me from
20  trying to get the line across or underneath or
21  whatever.  So I have an issue -- I have an issue
22  with the location even going up Point Judith
23  Road.
24  You know, it just seems so logical that it
25  should be in Charlestown where there's already a
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 1  line coming from Block Island.  You know, we
 2  should be alongside that line, somewhere around
 3  that line.  Now you disturb the same bed that you
 4  had before so you're not really having any
 5  additional adverse effect that you would have
 6  coming up this way, so it's just a logical thing.
 7  And it's obvious these guys -- you know,
 8  obviously Deepwater just wants lowest cost.
 9  Well, lowest cost, you pay for lowest cost.  You
10  have environmental issues or whatever issues you
11  have.
12  Go back there to -- go back there to
13  Charlestown, run the line up there if you're
14  going to run the line up.  See what the costs are
15  and let's look at the costs going that way
16  instead of that way.  Just the right thing to do.
17  And then the other issue is the 3 percent or
18  the additional cost as times goes on, this 3
19  percent increase in our electricity because of
20  this.  You know, normally when you bill something
21  you have startup costs, debugging costs, so
22  normally as time goes on the cost may even be
23  reduced as far as Deepwater's concerned because
24  now all their -- all their unforeseen problems
25  are gone.  They have lower costs.  The
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 1  maintenance should be lower now because they
 2  debugged and fixed some of the issues that they
 3  had.  Their costs are going to go down a little
 4  bit as time goes on, probably a lot, yet they're
 5  asking us to pay more as users.  It's just wrong.
 6  You know, it should be dead level if not less.
 7  We should experience less cost if that's what
 8  they see.
 9  So, you know, I lose confidence in what
10  they're doing when they do that to us.  It's kind
11  of like, hey, we want more money out of you.
12  It's a money thing only.  It's not a green thing.
13  It's a money thing only from their prospective.
14  And we have to account and, say, okay, let's look
15  at the money a little more carefully.
16  And for those who speak to the global issues,
17  global warming, well, you know, I -- you know,
18  what made me angry is I read this -- I read this
19  article here in the paper August 31st, wind power
20  less costly than solar.  Okay?  Then I go to
21  Bloomberg, Bloomberg here October 14th.  Okay?
22  Solar power went down looks like below 15 at 14.
23  So he's telling me at $0.24, I'm looking here
24  less than $0.15.  He's not telling us the truth?
25  This company is not telling -- is putting up
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 1  propaganda paper, got this propaganda thing
 2  going.  That's what it looked like to me.  I'm
 3  not going to say he lied.  I don't know.  Maybe
 4  he didn't know.  I assume he didn't know when he
 5  made that statement.  I have to assume that.
 6  But now I see -- and this is -- this is
 7  proven by the United States Army, Sundial Capital
 8  Partners.  The Army has spent 10,000,000 to equip
 9  special forces units with Sundial systems.  So
10  the Army has already verified or used this so
11  these costs must be verified with the -- so we
12  have a proven system here.
13  Why are we -- why are we burdening our
14  electric payers with $0.24 when we've got $0.14
15  here?  So obviously, you know, they're just
16  looking at their cost, not our cost.  Okay?
17  So, now, they need to come to Charlestown,
18  they need to get the cost down to 9 or $0.10
19  where it belongings.  Okay.  If they can't do
20  that -- it's like any other venture.  If the
21  costs are not in line, they can't do it.  They
22  just can't do it.  They shouldn't be allowed to
23  do it.  And for you to go along with it, to me,
24  it's almost a conspiracy you going along with a
25  bad idea.   Global warming can be fixed better
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 1  with this solar power than the wood power and
 2  it's proven.
 3  And I'll leave this with you -- I'm going to
 4  leave this with you so you can go and verify
 5  this -- you know, verify this and see if I'm
 6  wrong because I didn't -- I didn't contact
 7  Sundial.  I wanted to, but I -- you know, I feel
 8  that right now this is an injustice to today's
 9  rate payers.  This is not the rate.  Let them go
10  back and sharpen their pencils and then come back
11  to us with another proposal that's more in line.
12  Thank you.
13      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
14  speaker is Fred Leeder.
15      MR. LEEDER: Good evening.  Thank you
16  for having the hearing.
17      MR. BIANCULLI: If you could spell your
18  last name.
19      MR. LEEDER: Yes.  My name is Fred
20  Leeder, L-E-E-D-E-R, a 30-year resident of Block
21  Island.  I'm not part of any elite sort of
22  anything.  Came to Block Island from
23  Narragansett, actually.  I lived here for several
24  years.  Basically went out there with a milk
25  crate full of books and a duffle bag full of
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 1  clothes.  Worked multiple jobs, tried to get
 2  ahead, learned a lot about living within your
 3  means and on a budget that's workable.  Along the
 4  way, I was able to build a house.  Most of the
 5  Block Island people here helped me in one way
 6  another.  Mr. Wilson, not important, but the
 7  other guys know who they are.
 8  And in working within my means, I decided to
 9  go off the grid.  I have not been connected to
10  the electric grid for the 20 years I've lived in
11  my house.  I have solar panels and a small
12  windmill.  The gentleman spoke about $0.15, I
13  assume it's KW solar power.  I'd like to know
14  where to get some of that because I sure as heck
15  can't buy it for that.
16  We can't continue as a nation, as a people
17  globally, to go on the way we are going using
18  fossil fuel.  It's just -- it's not sustainable.
19  There's a limit to everything.  There's only so
20  much of this stuff out here, out there, and
21  it's -- it's kind of shameful what we do with
22  that.  We're -- as Americans, we use way more
23  than our share of everything and we create way
24  more of our share of waste than anyone.
25  You know, this project, as much as I support
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 1  it, it's not going to stop global warming.  Guess
 2  what, that genie's not in the bottle, folks, but
 3  we've got to start somewhere.  We can't continue
 4  the fossil fuel path.
 5  I've heard a lot of objections both at home
 6  on Block Island and some good ones here.  I've
 7  heard that the people at the FAA might require
 8  lights, warning lights on these towers.  I
 9  remember we had a big party when the lighthouses
10  at the southeast and the north light were relit.
11  Sometimes light's a bad thing.
12  I understand that the all the birds in the
13  world could return to Chutney (sic) by these
14  blades.  I don't really know about that.
15  Just tonight I've heard about releasing all
16  these greenhouse gases by digging the cable.
17  Yeah, probably, but what about the greenhouse
18  gases that are going to be offset with the fuel
19  we don't burn, well, that million gallons of
20  diesel we burn every year on Block Island?
21  Something about the fish traps.  There's a
22  professional outfit called Dig Safe that tells
23  you where the cables are.  I would think there
24  would be something similar going on here.
25  The hazardous chemicals, there could be, but,


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(13) Pages 49 - 52







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


Page 53


 1  you know, all this fossil fuel stuff is producing
 2  a lot of hazardous chemicals, too.
 3  We've reached a point, I think, as a people
 4  of society where it's time to try something.  We
 5  can't just keep tap dancing around the issue and
 6  say it's a great idea but this is an imperfect
 7  project.  Somewhere somebody ate the first
 8  Quahog.  You know, we've got to try it.
 9  And the objections I'm hearing seem to be
10  they're trying to hold this project hostage just
11  to keep it from coming to pass in the first
12  place.
13  A gentleman spoke up that the project is
14  outdated.  Well, if we don't do this -- this
15  project's been going on probably for ten years, I
16  think, so if we scrap this and start again it's
17  going to be another ten years and we'll fight
18  over that, and that's at least 20 years out.  I'd
19  like to see this in my lifetime.
20  I hear the rate payers of the State are going
21  to be adversely affected.  People forget but
22  Block Island is Rhode Island, too.  There's
23  people out there just trying to eke out a living.
24  And, you know, we -- we're good neighbors.  We
25  bring a lot of traffic through Narragansett and
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 1  we kick in a lot hotel taxes and such to the
 2  state.
 3  The beach is, I believe, a state beach, not a
 4  Narragansett issue.
 5  Our businesses on the Island are in need of
 6  relief.  The cost of electricity is really
 7  hurting some of these small businesses that our
 8  economy depends on.  And speaking of businesses,
 9  just Block Island residents spend an awful lot of
10  money right here in Narragansett.  Believe me,
11  Stop & Shop's cheaper than our grocery store.
12  So we've reached a point it's just -- it's
13  time to stop just doing lip service and saying,
14  oh, yes, I support green energy and we need to do
15  this.  Here we have something that's actually
16  happening can be done.  Is it perfect?  No.
17  Might not be.
18  You know, we talked about -- someone said,
19  well, a cable to Block Island will take care of
20  this.  Well, Bill Gates isn't going to walk
21  through that door with his checkbook and buy
22  Block Island a cable.  So I fully support this
23  project.
24  I have one more comment in closing.  Recently
25  reading in a book by a gentleman named Bill
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 1  Bryson (ph) who actually closed his book with a
 2  comment by carbon footprint, and it was the
 3  effect that a person living in Tanganyika takes
 4  about a year to produce the same amount of carbon
 5  that somebody in Europe produces in
 6  two-and-a-half days and someone in the United
 7  States produces in just over 24 hours.  Time to
 8  think about this, folks.  Thank you, very much.
 9      MR. BIANCULLI: Our next speaker is
10  Catherine Bowes.
11      MS. BOWES: Hello.  My name is Catherine
12  Bowes, B-O-W-E-S, and I'm here tonight on behalf
13  of the National Wildlife Federation and our over
14  13,000 members across Rhode Island, many of which
15  live here in Narragansett who share and support
16  our mission of protecting wildlife.  And as an
17  organization, wildlife advocacy organization, we
18  fundamentally believe that climate change is the
19  single greatest threat facing wildlife today here
20  in Rhode Island, across the country and around
21  the globe.
22  We need only to look at each intensifying
23  storm ravaging our coast as evidence that things
24  are changing.  We know that climate change is
25  real and we know what's causing it.   We know
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 1  that carbon emissions from our reliance on fossil
 2  fuels are dramatically changing our climate and
 3  leading to increasingly devastating effects on
 4  wildlife habitat.  We know that the only way we
 5  can confront this threat is to rapidly and
 6  responsibly transition to clean energy, and
 7  because of that National Wildlife Federation
 8  strongly supports the development of offshore
 9  wind power and we're following this issue very
10  closely.
11  We take all development and wildlife habitat
12  very seriously.  We believe offshore wind power
13  can be developed responsibly and that it needs to
14  be developed responsibly and we are strong
15  supporters of the Block Island wind farm because
16  we believe it meets that test.  We believe there
17  was an incredible amount of leadership from the
18  public and private sector here in Rhode Island
19  through the Ocean Special Area Management Plan to
20  identify appropriate sites for renewable energy
21  off our shores.  And we believe that the plan
22  proposed by Deepwater Wind will allow the
23  construction of an offshore wind project in an
24  environmentally responsible way, particularly
25  with concerns with respect to issues related to
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 1  right whales which were mentioned by some earlier
 2  speakers.  We believe the company has taken great
 3  care to develop a construction plan for that
 4  project that takes that issue into account.
 5  As many of the speakers have discussed
 6  already, we are at a moment in this country where
 7  we really need to begin a transition and shift
 8  away from fossil fuels.  We've got to get
 9  started.  Europe has been producing thousands of
10  megawatts of power from offshore winds for over
11  20 years.  There are 60 projects up and spinning
12  around the world producing tens of thousands of
13  jobs and bringing clean energy online overseas.
14  It's time for America to catch up.  Other
15  countries around the world are also beginning to
16  mobilize and tap their off shore resources,
17  Japan, China.  It's time -- we have an incredible
18  domestic energy source sitting right off our
19  shores here in New England and we believe it's
20  time to move forward.
21  With respect to the issue actually in front
22  of the Department of Environmental Management
23  today, we do strongly support the cable landing
24  application at issue.  We realize that unlike all
25  of the many issues that are being discussed here
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 1  today, that actually is the decision before you
 2  today is to approve that cable landing
 3  application and we do believe that the project is
 4  proposed in a way that will not adversely effect
 5  water quality or wildlife habitat in the area.
 6  Again, National Wildlife Federation is an
 7  organization with over a 75-year history of
 8  speaking up for wildlife and we strongly believe
 9  that this project is good for wildlife here in
10  Rhode Island and we strongly urge you to support
11  it.  Thank you.
12      MR. BIANCULLI: Our next speaker is
13  James O'Neill.
14      MR. O'NEIL: Good evening.  My name is
15  James E. O'Neil with one L and I'm a resident of
16  Narragansett for about 54 years now and I happen
17  to have the luxury of being a resident of Block
18  Island as well.
19  And at the onset I'd like to say that I went
20  to Block Island because I thought I'd go over
21  there to relax and get away from issues, and it
22  was very far from my mind to think that I would
23  be involved in this, but it is.  It's important.
24  I don't have a client.  I'm representing
25  myself as a citizen.  I work with the Deepwater
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 1  Resistance.  And I don't have a particular
 2  client, but I do have a dog in this fight as they
 3  say.
 4  I think it's very important that Block
 5  Islanders -- and I say Block Islanders -- people
 6  who reside on Block Island summer and winter,
 7  there's not a heck of a lot of real islanders
 8  left, but there's people who reside there year
 9  around and their plight needs to be recognized.
10  There's a -- I'd like to assure them that we
11  all recognize that the Island needs relief.  When
12  I say "relief," I mean prompt relief from the
13  exorbitant utility rates that they've been
14  compelled to pay over the many years.
15  But it's important for us also to recognize
16  that those exorbitant rates are not the fault of
17  any one party or person or entity.  It really --
18  the rates are the fault of all of us as Rhode
19  Islanders, every one of us in this state, because
20  we fail to link our arms together as one
21  community and to seek sound solutions to serious
22  problems.  That's a pervasive problem that we see
23  throughout the state and throughout many issues
24  that confront us.
25  I became involved in this issue in February
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 1  of 2010 when I happened to read a little bit
 2  about it and I called a member of the Governor
 3  Carcieri's Stakeholders Committee as a professor
 4  at Brown, engineering professor.
 5  Some things didn't make sense to me.  I kind
 6  of smelled a rat, as they say.  When I was a
 7  prosecutor for 20 years, I put a lot of people in
 8  jail, a lot of fraud, a lot of public corruption.
 9  My antenna went up.
10  I listened to that professor for about an
11  hour and a quarter.  It was 5:00 o'clock.  It was
12  a lousy February day.  I was sitting in my office
13  by myself.  And I just listened to him, listened
14  to his dissenting views, but he was a lonesome --
15  he was a lonesome voice in Governor Carcieri's
16  Stakeholders Committee.
17  I know that we're here tonight just to view
18  the credibility of a very limited dimension of
19  the overall project, water quality certificate,
20  dredging permits.  And we don't mean to put you
21  in an awkward position because we all have gone
22  way beyond the scope of that issue that you folks
23  are confronted with tonight, but what I'd like
24  suggest to you is that you take the message home
25  loud and clear -- "home," I mean to the
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 1  Department -- that many of us expressed very good
 2  solid reasons why this is a poor project for
 3  Rhode Island.
 4  You know, there's an old adage that the chain
 5  is only as strong as its weakest link, so we
 6  can't bifurcate every issue that confronts this
 7  project and say, well, it's their responsibility
 8  or it's their responsibility.  I just happened to
 9  look at this in a very myopic fashion.  And I
10  think Joy McCarthy alluded to the fact that we
11  would be looking at this as a -- in a very myopic
12  fashion because we were just concerned with a
13  water quality certificate and a dredging permit.
14  So I think it's important that you at DEM
15  look at this project in a more holistic sense.
16  And I have correspondence that I drafted to
17  present to you.  I'm going to try to outline that
18  briefly as I can.  We look at Black Point, I
19  think there's a need for us to harken back in
20  history to what Black Point was all about.  And
21  I -- I must say that I -- I hear all these
22  dedicated young environmentalists, which I
23  consider myself one, and I want to link arms with
24  them, I want to give them a hug and say, hey, I'm
25  with you but I don't want them to be had.  And
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 1  they're being had by this discourse over this
 2  issue.  Because there's nobody here, I don't
 3  think, that's not for renewable energy.  I think
 4  every one of us are for renewable energy.  All of
 5  us think about climate change.  We all want
 6  relief from fossil fuel.
 7  That's not what's before us.  What's before
 8  us is how do we proceed in a sound, sane fashion
 9  to address the problem that we're confronted
10  with, the problem of relieving ourselves from
11  dependency on fossil fuel?
12  There's a number of statements that have been
13  offered this evening that I could take issue
14  with, but I don't think it's appropriate to take
15  issue with any one person, their position.  I do
16  wish people would identify themselves if they're
17  on Deepwater's payroll.  That would kind of give
18  me a little idea as to what motivates their
19  testimony, but we're not in the cross-examination
20  posture.  We're just here to ask you to carry the
21  message back to Providence.
22  Black Point, for those of you who are not
23  aware, was saved in 1986.  They talk about a
24  Donnybrook.  That's an Irish term.  And that was
25  quite a Donnybrook.  And myself, Terry Tierney,
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 1  other attorneys, Richard Willie (sic) from the
 2  Island were on the front lines of that battle
 3  with Downing Corporation.  They wanted to put
 4  about 80 condominium units down there at Black
 5  Point.
 6  I can remember being before CRMC which was
 7  not an ally of environmental initiatives at all
 8  times in those days, and the chairman putting his
 9  finger right in my face when I was AG.
10  I can remember the concrete workers would
11  line the walls shipped in by Downing Corporation
12  trying to stand there with their arms folded and
13  intimidate us so our voices wouldn't be heard.
14  Well, thanks to the people of Narragansett
15  and elsewhere we saved Black Point for the
16  public.  That was a long, hard-fought battle.
17  And now the public enjoys Black Point.
18  And out of that, CRMC categorized the waters
19  abutting Black Point as Type 1 waters.  Type 1
20  waters, as you well know, cause for strict
21  scrutiny with respect to any adverse impact on
22  any of the environmental factors associated with
23  Type 1 waters.  I need not list them out, but it
24  calls for a microscope to be used to examine
25  whether or not dredging or a water quality
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 1  certificate is in any way going to compromise the
 2  quality of those waters.
 3  Now, the goal of CRMC was to preserve and
 4  protect those waters and any uses that have the
 5  potential to degrade the scenic wildlife and
 6  plant habitat values.
 7  I've appended to my correspondence to you,
 8  Mr. Gagnon, it's an old article, it's called
 9  "Black Point Blues."  It isn't a song but it
10  could be, but it tells you all about that fight,
11  and I unfortunately don't know what the
12  publication was that printed this, but it's
13  appended to my correspondence.
14  And the other dimension of the concept of the
15  use of that land that I bring to your attention
16  is Deepwater, LLC, Deepwater Wind, LLC, chartered
17  in the State of Delaware, which, in fact, is
18  controlled by D.E. Shaw, the hedge fund in New
19  York that has the money to support this
20  initiative, is taking public land and using it
21  for one's private use.
22  Now, there's a concept in the law that can be
23  applied here.  You cannot take public land and
24  use it for private use unless you pay heed to all
25  the requirements that would be put forth if an
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 1  individual were going to be using that property
 2  in that town.
 3  A longwinded way of saying that the Town of
 4  Narragansett has a Zoning Board, it has a
 5  Planning Board, and when you use the public land
 6  for private use, that's one of the stops along
 7  the way.  That challenge has never been addressed
 8  by anyone.
 9  I stand to be corrected, but I think it's an
10  arguable position, issue to take, arguable
11  position I should say.
12  Now, the citizens of Narragansett packed this
13  hall, they stood loud and clear, and they said,
14  "we don't want this cable in our town."  Well,
15  our town doesn't -- line doesn't stop at the
16  Coast Guard station.  It stops at the Coast Guard
17  station way down in Point Judith, but it doesn't
18  stop here at the end of the town beach.
19  Our voices were heard loud and clear and now a
20  private entity seeks to co-op another dimension
21  of our town, albeit a dimension that's owned by
22  the State of Rhode Island.
23  Now, the other thought that I would share
24  with you is a public policy issue.
25      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I thought we were
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 1  limited to five minutes.
 2      MR. GAGNON: We have time.  We'll give
 3  him a second.
 4      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I understand, but
 5  everybody else held themselves to five minutes.
 6      MR. O'NEIL: That's all right, my
 7  friend.  I put 26 years into my government.  I'd
 8  like to be heard.
 9      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I understand
10  that.  You seem to be politicking.
11      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Rules are the
12  rules.  The rules are the rules.
13      MR. GAGNON: We'll wrap it up.  Just
14  please let him finish.
15      MR. O'NEIL: Now, when you look at
16  public policy, I've appended to my correspondence
17  to you the position of the six governors of the
18  State of Rhode Island.  I think one of the
19  speakers earlier, one of the young
20  environmentalists, alluded to this.  And you will
21  see the language is abundantly clear that the six
22  governors including our Governor, Governor
23  Chafee, were pursuing measures aimed at bringing
24  cleaner, more reliable and cheaper energy to the
25  region.
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 1  Marion Gold quoted the $0.08 per kilowatt
 2  that wind energy would be available from the
 3  State of Maine.  That speaks volumes.
 4  To endorse this project is contrary to public
 5  policy that's been articulated but about two
 6  weeks ago and reported in the Providence Journal.
 7  The figures have been bantered around about
 8  cost and the economy, impact on the economy, and
 9  I have great respect for everybody from Block
10  Island that's here, but don't be misled, it might
11  say 90 to 130,000,000 you're going to save,
12  that's not the answer because you're paying $0.54
13  and change now, this project's going to be from
14  24.4 up to an estimated above $0.40.  You'll be
15  back where you began by the end of this voyage.
16  And the rate payers, don't be deceived, pay
17  for the demolition costs of a 15- to 20-year
18  shelf life of the 650-foot turbines that lay in
19  the ocean off the southeast leg.  So it's going
20  to come back to bite you in the backside, as they
21  say.
22  And you'll pay for the maintenance, you'll
23  pay for the cable installation.  And when we talk
24  about fossil fuel, let's think about the service,
25  like my friend Kevin Hunt probably might want to
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 1  testify, and he happens to run a tugboat.  How
 2  much fossil fuel do you burn on that baby going
 3  back and forth?
 4  So all of this -- all of these factors should
 5  serve as a clarion call to all that Deepwater is
 6  really a project that is contrary to public
 7  policy.
 8  And I'll wind up with this.  If you look out
 9  at the proposed installation site and you look to
10  the left, you'll see Mr. Glitten's fish traps
11  that have been there for years.  Norris Pike and
12  I impact (sic) fish at the co-op together
13  50 years ago or 54 years ago, whatever it was,
14  and Glitten's had those fish traps probably that
15  long.  Now, I don't know if anybody's done a
16  study to see what impact it's going to have on
17  the fish traps or not.  If there was done, good.
18  I'm glad it was done.
19  But I do know one thing, I haven't seen any
20  mention of our illustrious sewage treatment plant
21  which lies about maybe, oh, a half,
22  three-quarters of a mile south of the proposed
23  cable.
24  Years ago some not very clear thinking people
25  saw that it would be -- thought it would be wise
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 1  to put a sewage treatment plant right in our
 2  pristine beach area.  Now, that discharges all of
 3  our waste and gets overloaded if it comes in from
 4  the co-op.
 5  Now, when you dig down, if that's the area
 6  you travel from, you're going to make methane gas
 7  that will choke a horse.  It's not a place that's
 8  going to -- that one's going to want to travel to
 9  spend a nice, sunny summer day.
10      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: How much fossil
11  fuel does a coal plant --
12      MR. GAGNON: Let him finish.
13      MR. O'NEIL: In closing I'll say, if
14  you're concerned about 38 Studios as most
15  citizens are, that's going to look like an inside
16  pitch by Kurt Schilling compared to the negative
17  dimensions of this project as proposed.  But an
18  inside game from the get-go.
19  I urge you, our government as appointed
20  officials, to check that inside game to stop this
21  project now and get to work in giving Block
22  Island the relief it deserves.  Thank you.
23      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Remember Jim
24  O'Neill on election day everybody.
25      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: He's a
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 1  politician.
 2      MR. GAGNON: Please hold the comments.
 3  We've got about 12 more speakers to get to.
 4      MR. BIANCULLI: Folks, if we could keep
 5  silent and give some respect to the speakers.
 6      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Review the facts.
 7      MR. O'REILY: Who are you?
 8      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: You don't need to
 9  know.
10      MR. O'REILY: I don't need to know.
11  Doesn't that speak volumes, folks?
12      MR. BIANCULLI: Please keep quiet until
13  we're finished.  Henry DuPont, please.
14      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm the guy you
15  called me for a favor.  You didn't even know me,
16  but I was on the other end of the phone.
17      MR. DuPONT: Good evening.  Thank you
18  for having this hearing tonight.  My name is
19  Henry DuPont, D-U-P-O-N-T.  I'm a Block Island
20  resident for 35 years, and I'm not on the
21  Deepwater payroll.  I'm a former Block Island New
22  Shoreham Town Council member, and because of my
23  energy background I've served on numerous study
24  committees and energy task forces to evaluate
25  ways to reduce Block Island's energy costs.  And
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 1  the cable solution is the only viable solution.
 2  So we on Block Island are happy that the
 3  Deepwater Wind Project makes this opportunity
 4  available to us.
 5  I was also the wind energy project manager
 6  for the Nasa DOA wind energy project on Block
 7  Island from 1976 to 1983 and have been involved
 8  in wind energy engineering consulting for the
 9  last 35 years.
10  Most recently I worked for COWI, which is one
11  of the largest offshore wind energy consulting
12  firms in the world and they have designed over
13  1,000 megawatts of offshore wind energy projects.
14  So I'm quite familiar with the offshore wind
15  collection systems, the transmission cables and
16  especially the onshore/offshore innerface and the
17  runs to the substation.
18  I've reviewed the Deepwater Wind application
19  for water quality certification and dredging and,
20  in my opinion, the design of the Deepwater Wind
21  Project that you're considering today, the cable
22  runs, is in accordance with best industry design
23  practices.
24  You heard about the benefits of this project
25  to Block Island which include an addition or
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 1  greater than 2,000,000 a year savings by the
 2  electric power consumers, and of this I just
 3  wanted to point out, 600,000 is what the Town's
 4  share of this would be which would be shared by
 5  all the taxpayers of Block Island.
 6  We on Block Island don't understand what the
 7  opposition to the issue is and we also don't
 8  understand why you're being asked to consider
 9  issues that are clearly outside of the DEM's
10  jurisdiction in granting these permits.
11  Especially with regard to the cable and its
12  health and public safety issues where the cable
13  comes ashore.  There's certainly heavily shielded
14  cables like this that are running this deep in
15  the ground that should not be detectable by
16  humans and certainly should not cause any of the
17  kind of health impacts that have been described
18  by earlier speakers.
19  So I urge you to grant the applicant the
20  water quality certificate and dredging permit.
21  And I thank you for setting up these hearings and
22  allowing us to address it.
23      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
24  speaker is Terrance Tierney.
25      MR. TIERNEY: Good evening.  My name is
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 1  Terrance Tierney, spelled T-I-E-R-N-E-Y.  I'm an
 2  attorney at law in Newport, Rhode Island.  And
 3  I'm speaking tonight on behalf of my clients
 4  Michael and Maggie Dalia (ph) of Block Island in
 5  opposition to Deepwater Wind's request for a
 6  dredging permit and water quality certification
 7  for the construction of a proposed electric
 8  transmission cable between Block Island and the
 9  mainland.
10  As you know, components of the transmission
11  system including the Scarborough Beach
12  alternative require a permit under Section 10 of
13  the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the
14  Clean Water Act and, therefore, require a water
15  quality certification under Section 401 of the
16  Clean Water Act and that's for good reason.
17  I want to step aside for a second from my
18  comments and commend DEM for providing this basic
19  right to at least comment at a public forum on
20  this unprecedented request to develop publicly
21  owned coastal resources for a private benefit.
22  In stark contrast, as you know, the United
23  States Army Corps of Engineers has not provided
24  such an opportunity for a public hearing with
25  regard to Deepwater's request to develop


Page 74


 1  federally controlled coastal resources, and it
 2  apparently sees no need to allow the public to
 3  even comment at a public hearing on these plans
 4  to dredge federal waters.
 5  We view the actions of the Army Corps of
 6  Engineers as being a disgrace in a democratic
 7  society.
 8  Now, my clients previously presented comments
 9  to DEM in opposition to plans to land the
10  proposed cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  As we
11  pointed out last April during a public hearing on
12  this proposal, RIDEM's public notice erroneously
13  claimed that the transmission cable from Block
14  Island would make landfall at the Narragansett
15  Town Beach.  We asserted that the public hearing
16  should not have been convened until permission
17  from the Town of Narragansett had been secured
18  and noted that it was premature for RIDEM to ask
19  the public to review and comment on the
20  environmental impacts of the project because a
21  landing site had not been secured and the
22  proposed landing site might never be allowed.
23  Well, as it turns out the applicant later
24  withdrew its request to the Town in the face of
25  overwhelming opposition to the project and the
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 1  Narragansett Town Council has since denied
 2  permission to use any Town property for the
 3  transmission cable.
 4  So when it turned a blind eye to the lack of
 5  local permission and proceeded to schedule a
 6  hearing on what was an incomplete application
 7  last April, RIDEM basically just wasted
 8  everyone's time and forced us to come back here
 9  in December.
10  As was pointed out to RIDEM last April during
11  the public hearing, no genuine examination of
12  alternatives to the project has yet taken place
13  and that's due to the applicant's outright
14  refusal to discuss alternatives within the
15  environmental report that has been submitted to
16  regulatory agencies.
17  Numerous preferable alternatives exist for
18  meeting this state's renewable energy goals
19  without sacrificing our environmental quality,
20  yet they still have not been evaluated.
21  Therefore, in deciding whether Deepwater has
22  satisfied its burden of proof to support issuance
23  of the requested permits, DEM needs to address
24  the questions that have been left unanswered in
25  the application and in the recent modification of
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 1  the environmental report for this project.  These
 2  include the basic questions of whether the
 3  project is even needed and whether the purported
 4  benefits can be realized by alternative means
 5  that will not cause the short-term and long-term
 6  adverse impacts that are documented in the
 7  applicant's own environmental report.
 8  Rather than relying solely on the applicant's
 9  self-serving minimization of the expected
10  environmental consequences of dredging miles of
11  ocean floor and from installing and then
12  abandoning tons of heavy metal in the ocean,
13  RIDEM should undertake its own independent
14  assessment of the ecological consequences of this
15  proposal.
16  The applicant's environmental report that has
17  now been modified to reflect Deepwater's change
18  in plans has severely underestimated the
19  cumulative impacts that are expected to occur
20  from the proposed dredging activities.
21  Since the time the environmental report was
22  first submitted much has changed in terms of
23  offshore wind.  The subject project is not a
24  demonstration project as represented since the
25  applicant has now secured rights to develop a
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 1  much larger wind farm in offshore federal waters
 2  and plans to do so.
 3  Because this larger project is proceeding,
 4  the Department must consider the cumulative
 5  impacts from dredging for both the subject
 6  project as well as the upcoming, much larger
 7  offshore wind farm.
 8  Deepwater's environmental report fails to
 9  even acknowledge such cumulative impacts and they
10  have not been examined by anyone.  So before
11  RIDEM issues any permits, it really needs to face
12  reality here and factor into the decision the
13  prospect of cumulative adverse impacts from the
14  wind farm that's coming our way.
15  An independent review of impact and
16  alternatives is essential because the project
17  proponent has downplayed the impacts that can be
18  expected to flow from the project.  The applicant
19  has admitted, for instance, that winter flounder
20  have designated a central fish habitat within the
21  project area, yet it inappropriately dismisses
22  the expected losses to such habitat as minimal.
23  We completely disagree.  Winter flounder is
24  an important commercial fish species and source
25  of food, yet they are in severe decline in this
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 1  region, as you know.  Deepwater's plans to use a
 2  dredging method that will bury winter flounder
 3  eggs and larvae for many miles will only worsen
 4  the situation and will certainly impede the
 5  recovery of this important fish species.
 6  We should not allow juvenile adult winter
 7  flounder to be buried too deep in sand and
 8  sediment to survive when many available
 9  alternatives to doing so exist but have yet to be
10  explored.
11  Additionally, impacts the fish from the
12  electromagnetic fields that will emanate from the
13  energized cables will -- are not well understood
14  in the scientific community, and additional
15  research should be required in order to support
16  the application.
17  Reliance by Deepwater on mere theories about
18  such impacts and on a so-called theoretical
19  detection level with regard to EMF exposure is
20  simply not acceptable.  Science should guide your
21  decision and the applicant has not met its burden
22  of proof with regard to this critical issue by
23  relying on unproven theories by paid consultants
24  rather than unbiased scientific studies.
25  We wish to point out that Deepwater's
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 1  environmental report underestimates the impacts
 2  from dredging by assuming that RIDEM will allow
 3  it to leave the transmission cable on the ocean
 4  floor when it reaches the end of its useful life.
 5  
 6  RIDEM has not granted site permission and it
 7  should not allow the applicant's solid waste to
 8  litter the ocean for decades to come.  Just as
 9  with Deepwater's earlier erroneous assumption
10  about plans to use Narragansett Town Beach as a
11  landing zone, RIDEM should not permit the
12  applicant to make unwarranted assumptions that
13  serve to hide the total impact of the
14  environment -- to the environment that can be
15  expected.
16  Until the day comes where RIDEM approves
17  Deepwater's plans to leave miles of the ocean
18  bottom flooded with junk in the form of an
19  abandoned cable, the applicant should be required
20  to at least assess the impacts associated with
21  removal of the cable which must be at least equal
22  to the impacts that have been identified from the
23  installation process and, therefore, should be
24  double the amount of impacts that have been
25  documented.
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 1  If RIDEM denies the requested dredging
 2  permit, as we believe it should, Deepwater will
 3  then have the burden of proof on appeal to show
 4  that the issuance of the permit, quote, "will not
 5  be contrary to the public interest."  And that,
 6  of course, is under Rule 13.5.3.3 of the RIDEM
 7  rules and regulations for dredging and the
 8  management of dredge materials.
 9  RIDEM must, therefore, consider the overall
10  public interest in making its decision, including
11  the socioeconomic impacts of this cable.  If and
12  when RIDEM independently assesses the cost and
13  benefits of the project, it will find that the
14  project is not needed to satisfy the state's
15  renewable energy goals and will, in fact,
16  severely harm the economy of the State in many
17  ways.
18  I just want to briefly make a point about
19  what we've heard about the comments about how the
20  diesel fuel on Block Island is going to be
21  displaced when these wind turbines come online.
22  That is a fallacy.  Nothing in law or contract
23  requires Block Island's power company to stop
24  using the generators.  Instead, it will simply
25  use the new cable to wheel power off the
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 1  distribution centers where much of the energy
 2  will be wasted due to a variety of reasons, so
 3  there will be no offset.
 4  And I'm challenging you, each and every one
 5  of you, to rethink your position in light of this
 6  undisputable fact.  Those power generators on
 7  Block Island are not going to be shut down just
 8  because the turbines are turned on.
 9  In closing, let me remind you of the
10  legislative findings made by our General Assembly
11  in enacting our law on dredging in Chapter 6.1 of
12  Title 46 where the legislature stated that,
13  quote, "preservation and restoration of
14  ecological systems shall be the primary guiding
15  principle upon which environmental alteration of
16  coastal resources will be measured, judged and
17  regulated," end quote.
18  With those words in mind, we ask that RIDEM
19  deny the request of the dredging permit and water
20  quality certification.  Thank you.
21      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
22  speaker is James Salafia.
23      MR. SALAFIA: Hi.  James Salafia,
24  S-A-L-A-F-I-A.  Hi everyone.  My name's James
25  Salafia.  I'm a recent graduate of the University
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 1  of Rhode Island with a degree in Environmental
 2  Science and Management.  I have a strong
 3  background in Geographic Information Systems and
 4  have experience with geospacial data analysis.
 5  I'm highly in favor of the proposed Deepwater
 6  Wind Farm because we need to decrease our
 7  dependency of obtaining energy through coal
 8  burning and other inefficient practices.
 9  In records to the Scarborough Beach landing
10  site for the transmission cable, I think it's an
11  appropriate location, will have relatively low
12  impacts, and will prove to be effective.
13  We should support efforts for renewable
14  energy and efforts to increase air pollution and
15  carbon emissions.
16  Lastly, coming from quite possibly the
17  youngest speaker here and being a recent graduate
18  with a large student loans to pay off, I'm a bit
19  disappointed that most of the adults here are so
20  focused on counting pennies and worried about how
21  this will be effecting their spending instead of
22  focusing on making an important first step
23  towards restoring the balance to our environment
24  on a small and global scale.  Thank you.
25      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
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 1  speaker is Meg Rogers.
 2      MS. ROGERS: Good evening and thank you
 3  to DEM for holding this hearing in Narragansett
 4  tonight.  My name is Meg Rogers and I'm a
 5  resident of Narragansett.
 6  When the people of Narragansett learned the
 7  facts about Deepwater Wind's proposed
 8  installation of the cable at our beach, we
 9  through our elected officials and the Town
10  Council voted five to nothing against the cables
11  entering our town's beaches.
12  Narragansett Senator Dawson Hodgson has
13  reaffirmed this strong opposition to the
14  Deepwater Wind Project on behalf of the people
15  whom he represents and in whose district the
16  trenching and drilling will occur.
17  Deepwater Wind wants to dig a trench and lay
18  a cable at the beach, which belongs to the people
19  of Rhode Island, Scarborough Beach, which, as we
20  can see, is one small span of public land.
21  And I did want to point out for the benefit
22  of those who haven't walked the site, is that
23  Scarborough Beach is a very small span of beach.
24  In fact, there is a pavilion built right here.
25  Right there is the drain for the wastewater and
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 1  right there is where the hole will be dug and the
 2  trench will be made, the cut will be made, so
 3  it's literally in the middle of Scarborough
 4  Beach.  It's not at the north end of the beach as
 5  has been asserted.
 6  I'm here tonight to state my opposition to
 7  the installation of Deepwater Wind's cable and
 8  ask you not to issue the permit.  Deepwater Wind
 9  has been sold to the General Assembly as a green
10  project with potential positive impacts on
11  climate change.
12  I ask DEM not assume the risk for a project
13  that could result in degradation of habitat and
14  the local ecology all done in the belief that the
15  project could have an impact on sea level rise.
16  Does anyone really believe that when
17  Deepwater Wind builds its industrial wind
18  turbines in Block Island Sound that sea level
19  will no longer rise?
20  On the other hand, does anyone not really
21  believe that the construction, the drilling and
22  the maintaining 659-foot industrial size wind
23  turbines will impact habitat and ecology in Rhode
24  Island's waters?  Who will issue the water
25  quality certificate when the blades are rusty and
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 1  abandoned?  When you put a road into an
 2  undeveloped forest, you degrade habitat.
 3  Tonight we are poised to drill into the
 4  waters off Scarborough Beach and our beloved
 5  Block Island.  The environmental community has
 6  resisted drilling in ANWR, the Alaskan National
 7  Wildlife Refuge, because construction and
 8  maintenance activities would destroy habitat and
 9  impact the local ecology.
10  Some might say, well, there's a difference
11  between Block Island Sound and ANWR.  Yes, there
12  is a difference, a big one.  The difference is
13  that the nature conservancy has declared Block
14  Island to be one of the last 12 great places in
15  the western hemisphere.
16  Block Island is home to a national wildlife
17  refuge which is located in the Atlantic flyway
18  and is a stopover for 70 species of migratory
19  song birds.  The National Fish & Wildlife Service
20  website tells us, quote, "Block Island is
21  internationally recognized as one of the most
22  important migratory bird habitats on the East
23  Coast attracting hundreds of birders to the
24  Island each fall."
25  The Nature Conservancy and the Audubon
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 1  Society participate in the management of this
 2  refuge.  It is a poorly kept secret that wind
 3  turbines kill birds.
 4  The Obama administration has recently settled
 5  a lawsuit with Duke Energy Company because its
 6  wind turbines killed protected birds in Wyoming.
 7  In the press releases concerning the Duke Energy
 8  settlement, Dr. George Fenwick, President of the
 9  American Bird Conservancy, stated that, quote,
10  "wind energy is not green if it is killing
11  hundreds of thousands of birds."
12  In the same release, Dr. Michael Hutchins, an
13  international authority on wildlife conservation,
14  management and policy, and the author of 220
15  scholarly articles and books on wildlife and the
16  overseer of the American Bird Conservancies Bird
17  Smart Wind Energy Campaign stated that the wind
18  energy -- wind industry, excuse me, should be
19  treated like other for profit energy industries.
20  "We believe it's necessary," said
21  Dr. Hutchins, "to enforce development
22  restrictions on wind such as avoiding bird
23  migration corridors in places where protected
24  species and sensitive habitats are present.  When
25  the birds die on the Deepwater Wind turbines no


Page 87


 1  one will ever know except for Deepwater Wind."
 2  Therefore, I would ask Rhode Island DEM to
 3  ensure that Deepwater Wind gets the required
 4  permits that the Obama administration is now
 5  requiring for bird kills.  I ask DEM to enforce
 6  all existing and new law protecting migratory and
 7  endangered bird species which are likely to fly
 8  through the wind turbines during their migration.
 9  Block Islanders pay a high price for
10  electricity as they do for many things including
11  milk and bread.  There are cheaper ways to help
12  our neighbors on Block Island solve this problem
13  such as a cable between the Island and the
14  mainland.  If the public policy in Rhode Island
15  is to support lower electric rates on Block
16  Island, the PUC could encourage the electric
17  company to subsidize their rates.
18  Propane, passive solar hot water systems for
19  residences and businesses or modern trash to
20  energy incinerators are other solutions all
21  costing less and posing far less risk to our
22  environment.
23  The financial cost of this project to the
24  people of Rhode Island who are already suffering
25  from a struggling economy in the form of higher
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 1  electric rates is in the order of $600,000, but
 2  the environmental cost to our families who rely
 3  upon fishing, fishing habitats and the damage to
 4  the local ecology is yet to be determined.
 5  Under oath, Deepwater Wind has testified that
 6  only six permanent jobs will be created for Rhode
 7  Islanders.  A back-of-the-envelope calculation
 8  yields that these jobs will cost Rhode Island
 9  rate payers about $4,000,000 a year, 500,000,000
10  divided by 20 years divided by six jobs.
11  Lastly, the evidence submitted to and agreed
12  to by the Public Utilities Commission here in
13  Rhode Island is that there is no public benefit
14  either economically or environmentally.  It was
15  an action of the General Assembly which allowed
16  the PUC to approve the power purchase agreement.
17  Three former Attorneys General of Rhode
18  Island have publicly opposed this project.  This
19  is a private business deal authorized by our
20  General Assembly which does not affect the DEM's
21  decision on location and compliance with law and
22  public policy.
23  And I'd like to address the directional
24  drilling.  Currently, Deepwater Wind has offered
25  two options as to how the cable at Scarborough
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 1  could be constructed, a direct cut or a
 2  horizontal directional drill.  I urge DEM, if
 3  they do consider issuing this ill-advised
 4  certificate, to require Deepwater Wind to do the
 5  directional drill versus a traditional cut and
 6  cover.  A directional drill will protect
 7  sensitive habitats but it is more expensive for
 8  Deepwater Wind.
 9  And how is Deepwater Wind going to cross all
10  of the barriers?  That is a question that remains
11  unanswered tonight.  Again, I pose the issuance
12  of this permit and I ask DEM to consider what
13  I've said here tonight.  Thank you.
14      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
15  speaker is Roy Coulombe.
16      MR. COULOMBE: My name is Coulombe,
17  C-O-U-L-O-M-B-E.  I'm the Vice President of Rhode
18  Island Building Trades (sic).  It's late, I don't
19  want to hold people any longer, but I've heard so
20  much here tonight.
21  What's a permanent job?  I don't know what a
22  permanent job is really.  Who's got a permanent
23  job?  I heard the State Senator talk about six
24  temporary jobs.  I can assure you if this project
25  goes forward there's more than six jobs available
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 1  and, yeah, they're all -- they're temporary, but
 2  they're temporary for a while and that's what we
 3  do.  We take temporary jobs and turn them into a
 4  career.
 5  I can tell you the Deepwater, up to this
 6  point, has had literally a dozen temporary jobs
 7  in Providence.  Go to their office.  There's all
 8  kinds of people working on this project, paying
 9  taxes in Rhode Island.  So to diminish the effect
10  of jobs in Rhode Island in this economy is
11  disingenuous.
12  I want to thank some of the people here for
13  their public service in the past, but I wish I
14  had two houses.  I wish my members had two
15  houses.  Okay?
16  This is a good project.  There's cables all
17  over the ocean, all over the world.  There's
18  cables that -- one of the Town Council members
19  right here in Narragansett spoke about on Cape
20  Cod that there was supposedly a big fight down
21  there about the cable that came in from
22  Nantucket.  He went there.  He did his research.
23  I don't remember the gentleman's name, but this
24  guy spoke passionately.  And he went to Cape Cod
25  and went and checked out the cable and nobody
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 1  could remember where the cable came ashore from.
 2  They have fishing and they have oystering.
 3  They have all kinds of environmental cares on the
 4  Cape.  They fought the Cape Wind Project for
 5  years down there.
 6  Look, this is a good project.  A cable coming
 7  ashore ten feet under the sand somewhere between
 8  some pipes for sewage or whatever you want to
 9  call it, I don't see how people -- I don't know
10  if people are over there laying out in the sun.
11  I've been to Scarborough Beach.  It's a
12  beautiful beach.  That's -- those pipes don't
13  bother me.  A cable under the pipes or between
14  the pipes?  I don't see how that's going to
15  bother anybody.
16  We need these jobs.  There's all kinds of
17  towns and cities in this state that take on all
18  kinds of responsibility to keep this state going
19  forward, Cranston with the ACI, Johnston with the
20  landfill, T.F. Green the fights going on over
21  there, planes flying over their heads.  We're
22  looking for a cable to come ten feet under the
23  sand that nobody's going to even remember like
24  they don't remember on Cape Cod.
25  Please pass this.  It has no environmental
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 1  effect.  It will not effect the fishing.  It
 2  really won't.  As a matter of fact, the towers
 3  out on Block Island will be reefs for the fish to
 4  breed.  Thank you.
 5      MR. BIANCULLI: Our next speaker is Tina
 6  Jackson.
 7      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Can I ask a
 8  question?  May I pose a question?  How many more
 9  speakers do you have?
10      MR. GAGNON: Four.
11      MR. BIANCULLI: After Ms. Jackson, we
12  have three more speakers.  Is Ms. Jackson
13  present?
14      UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I think she went
15  to the ladies' room.
16      MR. BIANCULLI: I'm going to call the
17  next speaker and we'll get back to Ms. Jackson.
18  Our next speaker is Joel Hovanesian.  We'll
19  return to Joel in a moment.  Next speaker is
20  Kevin Hunt.
21      MR. HUNT: Good evening.  My name is
22  Kevin Hunt.  I live on Burnside.  I overlook
23  where they want to bring the cable in.  I've
24  lived there for over 30 years and in those
25  30 years -- I'd like to make, like, three points,
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 1  if I could.
 2  In those 30 years, I watched them build a
 3  beautiful pavilion.  But since then, I've watched
 4  it deteriorate every year.  I look at it and I
 5  was wondering are they ever going to fix this up
 6  and bring it back to what it was and every year
 7  it just keeps getting worse and worse.
 8  Now we have an opportunity to help our state,
 9  Number 1, but also beautify Scarborough Beach.
10  And it would help all my neighbors, our
11  properties, and everyone that uses the beach come
12  out and see a beautiful beach.  It's ridiculous
13  not to.
14  They're right.  There's cable, you'll never
15  see it, it'll never be there.  And I overlook it
16  every day.  They come in and install it.  I'm in
17  that industry.  They'll lay the cable.  They'll
18  be gone.  No one will ever know about it.  That's
19  my first point.
20  My second point are the people of Block
21  Island.  If we don't do this for them, when are
22  we going to do it?  It will go on for the next
23  hundred years.  And Block Island only gets bigger
24  and it's an economic engine and we should support
25  those people.  We should support that island.  We
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 1  just can't forget them.  And they pay five times
 2  what the people in -- on the mainland pay.
 3  That's not fair.
 4  And thirdly, and I think the most important
 5  thing, is we're going to walk away from a five
 6  billion dollar industry.  This state needs it.
 7  We don't have any industry.  It's -- it don't
 8  exist.  We're 50 out of 50 in business.  That's
 9  embarrassing.  And if we do build it first, they
10  will come.
11  All the other states that are trying to put
12  in windmills off their shores, and they will, and
13  we're going to miss the boat again?  We missed
14  the boat.  We didn't put the port into Quonset
15  and everyone knows we should have.  Now we're
16  looking back at it saying, boy, that would have
17  been 15,000 good paying jobs.  Everybody would
18  have benefited from it.  But no.  We put the rail
19  in, we put the roads in, but we didn't build the
20  port.
21  Now we can use Quonset, not just Rhode
22  Island.  All these other states will come to
23  Rhode Island and see what we did.  We have an
24  industry.  We can't walk away from this.  It's an
25  opportunity to save this state.  We're starving
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 1  to death.  Here's your chance to, you know, make
 2  good paying jobs.
 3  I'll tell you what, if I had a higher
 4  electric bill and I had a job to pay for it or I
 5  had an electric bill and no job, I think I'd
 6  rather have the higher electric bill and pay my
 7  bill, because without a job you can't pay your
 8  bills.
 9  It's just -- it baffles me.  It baffles me
10  that we have a chance to have industry and we're
11  going to walk away from it.  It doesn't make
12  sense.  And we can't walk away from our fellow
13  human beings on Block Island.  That doesn't make
14  sense.  And to make my beach pretty, that don't
15  make sense.  But anyways, thank you and have a
16  nice evening.
17      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
18  speaker is Tina Jackson.
19      MS. JACKSON: Sorry about that.  I
20  was -- my ride was leaving.  He has to go to work
21  at 2:00 a.m. on a fishing boat.  At least he
22  still has a job in Rhode Island.  And
23  unfortunately, if Deepwater is allowed to build
24  those turbines, much more of our fishing industry
25  will disappear.
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 1  My name is Tina Jackson.  I'm a
 2  representative of the fishing industry, the
 3  American Alliance of Fishermen and their
 4  communities.  I represent about two-thirds of the
 5  commercial fishing boats, draggers down in the
 6  Port of Rhode Island and Galilee.
 7  You know, this is becoming Block Island
 8  versus Narragansett and it shouldn't be about
 9  that.  It should be about what's right for all of
10  Rhode Island including Block Island.
11  And with respect to jobs, I don't think it's
12  fair to say that my job is worthless and a
13  construction job is more valuable because that --
14  the fact is Deepwater will not bring jobs to this
15  state.  It already said so at several public
16  hearings.  All of the turbines will be built in
17  Paulsboro, New Jersey.
18  Sorry.  I was running, so I'm out of breath.
19  Take a quick breather.
20  All of the turbines will be built at
21  Paulsboro, New Jersey and shipped over by barge.
22  Rhode Island will not see a job.  The fishing
23  industry will lose.  Once those turbines are up
24  and once that cable is laid, we will have a
25  mile-and-a-half safety zone around that entire
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 1  area and the fishing industry will not be allowed
 2  to set inside for it (sic).  That will hurt Block
 3  Island tourism as well, because let's face it, a
 4  lot of people come to Block Island to go fishing.
 5  It's a beautiful area, it's a beautiful island,
 6  and while everybody is concerned about your
 7  rates, this should have been done 20 years ago.
 8  
 9  Your representatives that you keep electing
10  in -- I ran for office on Block Island last year
11  as representative.  Your representatives have
12  failed you.  You keep electing the same people
13  over and over again who do nothing for you.  They
14  should have hooked you up to the mainland
15  20 years ago at a decent rate instead of 63 or
16  $0.44.  Yes, it's ridiculous.  But should our
17  beach or my job be impacted or any other fishing
18  job be impacted because of a hedge fund company
19  wants to come in and save your day?  Does anybody
20  think Deepwater wants to save you?  They are a
21  five -- they are a multi-billion dollar hedge
22  fund corporation that cares nothing about your
23  electric rates, because in 20 years you're going
24  to be right back where you were, $0.44, $0.57.
25  And the truth of the matter is Terry Tierney


Page 98


 1  is right.  You will be running your diesel
 2  generators no matter what, so you're going to
 3  spend a million dollars a year irregardless and
 4  have your wind power and destroy my ocean
 5  environment where I fish.
 6  Your home values are going to decrease.  It's
 7  not fair in a lot of senses, but you really need
 8  to open up your eyes and investigate what the
 9  truth of the matter is because Deepwater is a
10  sham.
11  And shame on conservation groups that think
12  it's okay to blow up the ocean, kill off spawning
13  grounds, destroy my winter flounder, my squid, my
14  cod that I bring in for you to eat as a monetary
15  value, because for every one person that works on
16  the water there are 6.6 land jobs attached to
17  that.  6.6.
18  Once Deepwater has those five turbines up and
19  brings no jobs into the State of Rhode Island,
20  who's going to be big loser here?  The fishing
21  industry again.
22  It's bad enough we're overregulated by the
23  federal government as it is.  We've lost more
24  than 75 percent of our fleet due to
25  overregulation because people say that our dredge
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 1  nets, our dragging nets, our gill nets, whatever,
 2  are hurting the ocean bottom.  But think about
 3  what you're allowing Deepwater to do to the ocean
 4  bottom.  Think about that.  It's a million times
 5  worse than my net trolling over soft soil tilling
 6  up nutrients for a vibrant ecosystem.
 7  You know, BOEM did a study about the cable
 8  itself, and I'm going to cite directly from that
 9  study from the federal government that Deepwater
10  is using.  With regards to marine mammals
11  protected and endangered species, right whales,
12  dolphins, turtles and any electrobranch -- I can
13  never say it, but elasmobranch sandbar sharks are
14  all negatively affected.  They're
15  electrosensitive.  It will totally effect their
16  migratory routes.  Navigational miscue on whales,
17  navigational miscue on our lobster industry,
18  which means when they move, when they migrate,
19  these cables are so powerful that it will miscue
20  them in their natural migratory route.  It will
21  throw them off, which could seriously affect the
22  revenue again within the fishing industry and,
23  therefore, the State of Rhode Island. Loggerhead
24  turtles, endangered species, right whales,
25  endangered species.  The last four years there
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 1  have been indications that the right whales have
 2  actually changed their migratory routes.
 3  Although, the study is not published yet,
 4  that Environment 360 wrote a pretty good article
 5  called the Case of the Missing Whales.  Right
 6  whales are actually coming closer and closer to
 7  shore because their food source is coming closer
 8  and closer to shore and it actually looks as if
 9  it's going to be -- they're going to be coming
10  directly through where Deepwater has cited those
11  turbines.
12  The ongoing report for BOEM talks nothing
13  about impact, talks nothing about what it's going
14  to do, killing off unknown amounts of marine
15  species, unknown amounts.  That's okay by
16  everybody?  Is that okay by everybody in this
17  room to kill off unknown amounts of marine
18  species so that our electric rates can go up on
19  the mainland and yours can go down, but in the
20  end you're going to end up paying the same rate
21  anyway?  Really think about that.
22  Not a single study has been done on the
23  impact of marine resources, only what the effect
24  of the cable may have or may not have.  DEM is a
25  steward of our oceans and it is your
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 1  responsibility to make sure that impact is zero.
 2  DEM got a million dollars for this deal.
 3  They got a million dollars to okay that easement.
 4  Is that okay by you?  Because that's not okay by
 5  me.  I don't think that's proper.  DEM shouldn't
 6  have gotten a donation, as we were told, by
 7  National Grid and Deepwater for the
 8  beautification of Scarborough Beach.  Really?
 9  That's okay by everybody?  Because it's not okay
10  by me.
11  Well, yes, I may work within the fishing
12  industry.  I care about people and I care about
13  people as a whole, and what they're doing is
14  they're pitting Block Islanders against
15  Narragansett against industry against industry.
16  Yes, I see you sitting there smiling at me.
17  Somebody called me a hater a little while ago.
18  I'm not a hater.  This is a bad deal.  This is a
19  bad deal, folks.
20  The Audubon Society for Cape Wind got bought
21  out, $8 million waiting in the wings to count
22  dead birds on the water for a project that, yes,
23  isn't up and running but the money's there
24  waiting for them.  How sad is that that a
25  conservation group, the Audubon Society, their
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 1  job is to protect birds, National Wildlife
 2  Federation, protect wildlife, protect my marine
 3  species.  Protect, not destroy.
 4  And as far as global warming, that could be a
 5  conversation for the next hundred years.  If
 6  they're with global warming, why was it
 7  200 degrees below zero in the antarctic today, a
 8  record low in the middle of their summer season.
 9  That's not global warming, folks.  There is a
10  problem and there's a lot of dispute as to what
11  that problem is.
12  So let's stop blaming ideologies and start
13  looking at facts, facts that Jim talked about,
14  hedge fund corporations coming in here pretending
15  to save your day trying to buy out fishermen.
16  We're going to give you -- we're going to give
17  you money so you don't fish for a couple years.
18  Really?  How much are you going to give me?  Are
19  you going to give me enough so that I can last
20  for the next two years?  Of course not.  Of
21  course not.
22  Think about what you're doing, seriously.  I
23  had a whole lot more in here to talk about, eel
24  grass, violation of Marine Mammal Protected
25  Species Act, but I couldn't help myself when I
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 1  had to say something more.
 2  The cable is very harmful to the environment,
 3  the EMF field coming off the cable, extremely
 4  harmful.  Suppose erosion, beach erosion, it's
 5  buried six feet.  We have a bad hurricane.  That
 6  cable gets exposed.  Your kids are running down
 7  the beach one day, trip over that cable and get
 8  electrocuted.  Is that a possibility?  You bet
 9  your booty it is.  Don't think it can't happen.
10  Because people say it can't happen and then it
11  happens and then they're like, oh, my God, what
12  do we do now?
13  We need to be sure.  We need to be sure that
14  our marine impact are not going to be as great as
15  they say they're going to be that I know they're
16  going to be.  It's not okay to offset what is not
17  green energy.  You really have to look at the
18  facts, folks.  You really do.  A lot of what
19  people up here are saying are misinformed and I
20  think that's really all it is.  I mean, this is a
21  picture of a turbine field in the UK.  Does
22  anybody -- I don't know if anybody can see that
23  but it looks like smoke, but in actuality that's
24  fog.  The turbines are literally creating fog on
25  the ocean surface which is hugely detrimental to
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 1  shipping, fishing, any boating activities,
 2  aviation.  That's what's coming.
 3  We get enough fog around here as it is with
 4  the potential for enough accidents.  We don't
 5  need 250 turbines at a cost of $0.57 per kilowatt
 6  hour.  These are turbines on fire.  They
 7  continuously get hit by lightning.  Do you know
 8  how long it takes to put one out?  About
 9  15 hours.  They don't have plans for that.
10  Deepwater doesn't have plans for that.
11  As a matter of fact, I was just looking at
12  the environmental impact study and I thought it
13  was a little strange that the archaeological
14  survey portion of the impact study is
15  confidential.  Why would an archaeological impact
16  portion of a study be confidential?
17  Archaeological what?  Did they find native
18  American tools down there during a dive?  Why is
19  that missing?  And why is it being held
20  confidential?  Why is a reconnaissance and
21  disturbance assessment missing from that report
22  being considered confidential?  What's so big
23  that about that?  I want you to just question,
24  look for yourselves.  Don't take my word for it.
25  Look it up.
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 1  Each and every turbine in itself has what
 2  they call neodymium and prosydium.  It's a rare
 3  earth mineral.  N-E-O-D-Y-M-I-U-M and
 4  P-R-O-S-Y-D-I-U-M.  They're mined in China.
 5  Imagine that.  Every turbine has one.  And
 6  they're more toxic than nuclear waste.  So when
 7  those turbines are dead and rotting and falling
 8  apart and those magnets are falling to the bottom
 9  of our ocean floor, guess what's going to happen?
10  Those magnets are going to be there and they're
11  going to cause more undue harm to the fishing
12  industry.
13  This whole thing is not okay, folks.  I don't
14  ask you to read a 700-page study like I did, but
15  I ask you to take a look at it.  It's a BOEM
16  study on the cable itself and the effects that it
17  has on marine life.  Read the first 25 pages and
18  you will see this cable is highly toxic to the
19  environment and it's highly toxic to marine life
20  and in the end it's going to be highly toxic to
21  you.
22      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Our next
23  speaker is Joel Hovanesian if he's here.
24      (A discussion was had off the record.)
25      MR. BIANCULLI: I can spell my last name
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 1  and you can all try to pronounce it.
 2      MR. HOVANESIAN: H-O-V-A-N-E-S-I-A-N.  I
 3  am a commercial fisherman.  And make no mistake
 4  about it, the commercial fisherman industry has
 5  been and continues to be under attack.  This is
 6  just another battle, unfortunately, that we're
 7  dealing with.  This project is the beginning of
 8  something larger.  They want to put thousands of
 9  these windmills up and down the coast, thousands
10  of them that are going to have an effect
11  everywhere.
12  Yes, this is a pilot project for Rhode
13  Island, if it's given the opportunity, but we
14  need to be aware of the consequences of what we
15  are doing.  And I -- and it's a very slippery
16  slope that we're going down and I've lived it.
17  Trust me.  I see what's happening and I relate it
18  to the privatization of the commercial fishing
19  industry where now commercial fisherman have to
20  buy fish in order to go fishing.  How absurd is
21  this?
22  It's a public resource.  We have a public
23  resource, always have had a public resource, and
24  now because of some bureaucratic blunder from
25  D.C. and NOAA, they've decided to implement a
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 1  catch share program that's been championed by our
 2  favorite environmental association such as the
 3  Environmental Defense Fund and Conservation Law
 4  Foundation and Jane Lubchenco who was the head of
 5  NOAA.
 6  What we're doing is we're taking public
 7  property and public resources and privatizing
 8  them.  And nobody has an issue with this?  Wake
 9  up, people.  This is a very, very slippery slope
10  we're going down.  We -- the whole country will
11  be owned by private industry before we're done.
12  The food that you eat, the fish that you want,
13  the plants that are grown, everything is going to
14  be -- is going to be taken over by private
15  industry.  Small independent business people like
16  ourselves who go out and work and harvest the
17  product, which is by far the cleanest and most
18  healthy resource that you can put into your body,
19  are being driven out of business.
20  Today I was notified that, just
21  coincidentally, right now National Oceanic &
22  Atmospheric Administration is going to shut down
23  a very large portion of the ocean south of here
24  and east of here, Point Judith.  That just
25  happens to coincide with where they want to put
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 1  up these windmills.  Well, excuse me if I'm a
 2  little bit paranoid, but I've been dealing with
 3  this stuff for decades, literally, trying to save
 4  my industry, trying to fight and have people
 5  realize what's happening here, the big picture.
 6  This is all part of the big picture.  It's a
 7  takeover.  It's a takeover of your fundamental
 8  right to have access to a public resource.  It's
 9  going away.  Why?  Because we're letting them do
10  it.  These are the unintended consequences.  I
11  understand what -- hey, if I was paying the kind
12  of money you guys are paying for electricity, I'd
13  want something different, too, but we can't
14  compromise everything because your rates are
15  high.  There are alternatives like people have
16  said.
17  You know, you put them out on the ocean, you
18  say, well, out of sight, out of mind, or as a
19  friend of mine likes to say, "safely out to sea."
20  If they're out to sea, nobody sees it.  Well,
21  folks, that's outside my window, outside of the
22  windows of my office where I work.
23  Homeland Security, at some point, will step
24  in and say there's got to be a buffer zone on
25  these things.  We're not going to allow anybody
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 1  in there.
 2  And when they talked about the amount of
 3  acreage and thousands of square miles that these
 4  things are going to encompass up and down the
 5  East Coast, that's it, we're done.
 6  So we have to start thinking about, yes, the
 7  environment, the impacts of fossil fuels, but we
 8  also have to consider where we're going to get
 9  our food from.  Are we willing to give that up,
10  you know?   If electricity went away, a lot of
11  people would survive.  Nobody's going to survive
12  without food and water.
13  So, you know, I just -- it just warrants a
14  lot of careful thought and speculation on what's
15  really going on here, the big picture, you know,
16  and I've heard -- you know, earlier in the
17  evening a fisherman got up and spoke in favor of
18  this.  Well, I have to question whether he would
19  be speaking in favor of it so much if he weren't
20  benefitting from the -- from the research that
21  he's been doing and getting paid by Deepwater to
22  do, you know.  Is this some sort of a quid pro
23  quo?  I don't know.  He's not here right now.  I
24  will ask him tomorrow when I see him, trust me.
25  But, again, I think the biggest thing that we
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 1  need to really look at is this over -- you know,
 2  this overreaching of authority by the government
 3  to privatize a public resource and public
 4  property.  It's an extremely slippery slope and
 5  we'd better keep our eye on the ball.  Thank you.
 6      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  We have two
 7  more speakers.  Our next speaker is Troy West.
 8  Is Mr. West here?  Troy West?  Is there a Sara De
 9  La Cerda here?
10      MS. DE LA CERDA: D-E space L-A space
11  C-E-R-D-A.  Thank you for the opportunity to
12  allow me to speak tonight.  I am Sara De La
13  Cerda, a junior at the University of Rhode
14  Island.  I've had the opportunity to live in
15  several states across the country.  I chose to
16  return to Rhode Island for college because I want
17  to make the Ocean State my home state after I
18  graduate.
19  While attending the University, I've had the
20  opportunity to be an advocate for student quality
21  of life issues.  I have received countless
22  emails, Facebook messages, texts and phone calls
23  from Rhode Islanders and students worried about
24  the impacts of the Block Island Wind Farm.  My
25  generation does not speak with one voice on this
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 1  issue, though we do believe if we go green we
 2  must do it right.
 3  I do not support the creation of the Block
 4  Island Wind Farm or the laying of a cable in
 5  digging at Scarborough Beach.
 6  In Rhode Island, we have a struggling
 7  economy, high unemployment rate and even higher
 8  taxes.  I understand how the promise of a green
 9  industry would seem good for the State of Rhode
10  Island.  What we fail to see is the relationship
11  between a predator and its prey.  Rhode Island is
12  weak economically so we are looking for a quick
13  fix.
14  In the eyes of Deepwater Wind, we are the
15  easy prey saying that we will do anything for the
16  quick fix now.  We must be honest about what the
17  negative implications will be when this fails.
18  People believe that investing in 38 Studios
19  would reenergize the Rhode Island economy and
20  bring even more business to the state.  We all
21  have seen how that's worked out.  I am here as a
22  young person who cares deeply about our
23  environment and our state.
24  We must, however, be sane and sound in our
25  energy policy and not proceed blinded by empty
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 1  promises from a big developer like Deepwater Wind
 2  who has never ever built a wind turbine.  Thank
 3  you.
 4      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  We had an
 5  add-on.  Is Mr. James McCaffrey here.
 6      MR. McCaffrey:  Yes.  Hi.  Thank you for
 7  the opportunity to comment.  My name is James
 8  McCaffrey.  I'm a senior campaign representative
 9  for the Sierra Club's Beyond Coal & Clean Energy
10  Campaign in New England.  And on behalf of our
11  50,000 members throughout New England, we're here
12  to offer our support for the permit for the
13  project that's before you this evening.
14  I wanted to offer some regional prospective
15  on this issue here and perhaps even broader than
16  that.  For decades, our nation has not only been
17  addicted to but also subsidized fossil fuels in
18  the fossil fuel industry, billions of public
19  dollars, our dollars, annually flowing to
20  outdated and dirty fuels that are making our
21  nation, our communities and our families sick.
22  Coal extraction in the Appalachian areas destroys
23  mountain tops, communities, families and entire
24  ways of lives.  One in ten women in this country
25  of childbearing age have unsafe levels of mercury
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 1  in their system that's coming from coal burning
 2  in our nation.  And climate change is absolutely
 3  the single greatest threat to wildlife on this
 4  planet.  It's also a threat to agriculture, it's
 5  a threat to fisheries, it's a threat to our
 6  economy.  These impacts are all real and,
 7  unfortunately, I think as a society we've become
 8  somewhat comfortable with these impacts, because
 9  unless we feel them deeply and personally in our
10  lives we don't think about the people whose lives
11  are being destroyed in the Appalachian when the
12  top is blasted off a mountain to get to the coal
13  beneath to turn our lights on because that's what
14  happens.
15  But the good news in New England is that some
16  of the coal plants are retiring or reducing their
17  operations, but that's in part because we are
18  ramping up our supplies and our infrastructure
19  for natural gas and other outdated and dirty
20  fossil fuel.  We would much prefer to see a
21  different path where we invest in renewable
22  energy and efficiency which will have a much
23  better return on the dollar than a continued
24  investment of our dollars subsidizing outdated
25  and dirty fuels.


Page 114


 1  These costs that we're bearing are borne by
 2  all of society.  And I think that we are at a
 3  defining moment in our nation's history.  And New
 4  England, indeed Narragansett this evening, plays
 5  a key role in our nation's energy future.  We can
 6  continue our reliance on outdated dirty energy
 7  sources or we can invest in our future, and there
 8  simply is no better investment in New England's
 9  renewable energy future that we can ultimately
10  deliver gigawatts of clean renewable energy from
11  offshore wind.  Thank you for the opportunity to
12  speak.
13      MR. BIANCULLI: We have a gentleman in
14  the back.  Is there anyone else that is
15  interested in speaking tonight?  Thank you.
16      MR. GILPIN: Thank you.  My name's
17  Robert, G-I-L-P-I-N.  I'm a 35-year year-round
18  resident of Block Island.  I spent over ten years
19  on the Planning Board and one year I was
20  chairman.  I'm going to keep it specific to the
21  application.  Basically, I support this cable
22  because it has a renewable energy component.  I
23  do not support a standalone cable.  This is
24  called a demonstration project, not a
25  demonstration of technology but of the regulatory
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 1  process.  And if you look at the history of this
 2  nation, all the public works projects that
 3  Americans are proud of with the current
 4  regulations enforced today probably wouldn't have
 5  got built, Hoover Dam, you know, Mt. Rushmore,
 6  and these things have become an iconic part of
 7  America.  Personally, when I look at a turbine I
 8  don't see ugly because I see what it displaces.
 9  In keeping with the cable, the Town Council
10  has discussed improving the changes to the Block
11  Island transmission system and they'll have it to
12  you by the deadline, and the DEM has issued a
13  finding of no significant impact.
14  Now, this is a simple cable like there's
15  cables running all over the State of Rhode
16  Island, in all our state highways, and I have to
17  laugh when people talk for profit, but the last I
18  checked National Grid and Narragansett are profit
19  companies.  So if you allow them to use public
20  resources, why wouldn't you use a developer that
21  was selected by the State?  To me, that doesn't
22  make sense.
23  Another issue that was brought up was the
24  cost.  You know, it's a lot of money but a lot of
25  changes can happen, but basically it's $1.50 to
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 1  $3.00 a month on a person's power bill that uses
 2  500 kilowatts per month.  Now, what it did to me,
 3  which I felt was a good thing, was the big users
 4  were being subsidized by the smaller users now
 5  will have to pay more or look for alternatives.
 6  When power's cheap, there's no incentive for them
 7  to invest in their infrastructure.  Well, this
 8  will give them incentive because -- and from what
 9  I understand, Toray Plastics has already
10  installed a solar system, so I think it's a
11  start.
12  And bottom line, this is just the beginning
13  and it has potential and it has -- but if we sit
14  here and discuss it and wrap it up in
15  bureaucracy, nothing will ever get built.  And
16  you wonder why, you know, Deepwater's going to
17  make a 10 to 12 percent return on their money,
18  there ain't no guarantee that anything's ever
19  going to go in the water, so that's a big gamble.
20  But I give credit to the former Governor and
21  the legislature for being forward thinking.  As a
22  town official, I've worked with the DEM and CRMC
23  and RIDOT and every person that I've worked with
24  has been dedicated and professional.  And I would
25  defer to the DEM's judgment, because I'm not an
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 1  engineer, as long as they use the best current
 2  technology to bury this cable, that we can
 3  perfect our resources.
 4  And as far as to the fishermen, and I have
 5  friends that are fishermen, and it's a big ocean
 6  out there and you're just going to have to get
 7  used to the idea you're going to have to share it
 8  with other users, and there's no reason why we
 9  all can't get along.  And the bottom line, if the
10  fishermen were such good stewards, our fishing
11  resources wouldn't be in such sad shape they are
12  now.  Thank you.
13      MR. BIANCULLI: Thank you.  Are there
14  any other speakers for this evening?  If there
15  are no other speakers, I would like to close the
16  hearing.  Ron, do you have any remarks?
17      MR. GAGNON: No.  Thank you for your
18  patience and thank you for being here tonight.
19  (Deposition adjourned at 8:56 p.m.)
20      * * * * * *
21  
22  
23  
24  
25  
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 1                  (HEARING COMMENCED AT 6:10 P.M.)
  


 2                  MR. GAGNON:  I'm going to get started
  


 3         now.  I'm going to read a short statement into
  


 4         the record, then we'll proceed with taking public
  


 5         comment.  Louder?  Okay.
  


 6                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Front row can't
  


 7         hear.  That's not a good sign.
  


 8                  MR. GAGNON:  Welcome everyone.  Today's
  


 9         Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09.  My
  


10         name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the Rhode
  


11         Island Department of Environmental Management's
  


12         Office of Customer and Technical Assistance.
  


13                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Excuse me.
  


14         We can't hear you.  Do you have a speaker?
  


15                  MR. BIANCULLI:  We don't have --
  


16         technical support from the Town is not here.
  


17                  MR. GAGNON:  Welcome everyone.  Today is
  


18         Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09 p.m.
  


19         My name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the
  


20         Rhode Island Department of Environmental
  


21         Management's Office of Customer and Technical
  


22         Assistance.  With me today is Richard Bianculli
  


23         from the DEM Office of Legal Services.  Also here
  


24         today is Michael Elliott from the Army Corps of
  


25         Engineers.
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 1             We are gathered at the Narragansett Town Hall
  


 2         today regarding a public hearing concerning the
  


 3         application of Deepwater Wind, LLC, for a
  


 4         modification to a State of Rhode Island water
  


 5         quality certificate and dredge permit in
  


 6         accordance with the Department's rules and
  


 7         regulations for dredging and the management of
  


 8         dredge materials and the State water quality
  


 9         regulations.
  


10             This public hearing is limited to the
  


11         modification request submitted on October 17,
  


12         2013, to withdraw the landfall installation of
  


13         the Block Island transmission system submarine
  


14         cable from the Narragansett Town Beach location
  


15         and proposes a revised landfall location at the
  


16         Scarborough State Beach.
  


17             This hearing is being conducted under the
  


18         authority of the Administrative Procedures Act,
  


19         located under Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws
  


20         of Rhode Island.  In accordance with the Act's
  


21         requirements, public notices of this hearing were
  


22         published in the Narragansett Times and the South
  


23         County Independent.  Notice was also posted on
  


24         the Department's website.
  


25             The purpose of this hearing is to afford
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 1         interested parties an opportunity to comment on
  


 2         the noted request to a modification of the
  


 3         application.  This hearing is not intended as a
  


 4         means of providing a forum for discussion,
  


 5         debating, arguing or otherwise having any
  


 6         dialogue at this time with members of the
  


 7         Department.  Please, we'd ask that you please be
  


 8         silent when an individual is making his or her
  


 9         comments.
  


10             Full copies of the application have been
  


11         placed in the public library of Narragansett.  We
  


12         have also extend the written public comment
  


13         period to 4:00 p.m. Monday, December 23rd, 2013.
  


14             Previous public hearings were held at the
  


15         Narragansett Town Hall on April 24, 2013, at 6:30
  


16         p.m. and at the New Shoreham Town Hall on
  


17         May 8th, 2013, at 5:30 p.m.
  


18             The procedure we will use for those who wish
  


19         to speak is as follows:  If you have not done so,
  


20         please register in the rear of the auditorium.  I
  


21         will call the speakers in order of their
  


22         registration.  We will allow approximately five
  


23         minutes for each individual to make comments on
  


24         the record.  When your name is called, please
  


25         come to this podium here and speak clearly and
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 1         slowly so that the stenographer can accurately
  


 2         transcribe your comments.  Written comments may
  


 3         also be submitted before or after your
  


 4         presentation is made.  Please note that if
  


 5         necessary I'll raise a yellow cardboard sign to
  


 6         indicate that you have approximately a minute
  


 7         remaining for your comments.  Then at the end of
  


 8         the five-minute period, I will raise a cardboard
  


 9         sign.  We ask that you please respect the time
  


10         limits so that all commenters may be heard.
  


11         Thank you for your cooperation.
  


12             After the time has elapsed for the submission
  


13         of the written comments, the Department will
  


14         prepare a written response to all comments and
  


15         then we will complete the review process and
  


16         issue the final determination.
  


17             So at this time, we can now begin the hearing
  


18         for the registered speakers.
  


19                  MR. BIANCULLI:  The first speaker is
  


20         Bill McElroy.
  


21                  MR. McELROY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
  


22         I would like to -- my name is Bill McElroy.  I'm
  


23         a commercial fisherman from Galilee, Rhode
  


24         Island.  I've been there since 1976.  I'm also
  


25         the Chairman of the Fisherman's Advisory Board
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 1         from the Coastal Resources Management Council
  


 2         which has had many deliberations on this entire
  


 3         Windmill project.
  


 4             I'd like to speak in favor of the water
  


 5         quality permit change.  I think that the
  


 6         technology on dredging and placement of cables is
  


 7         well understood and well developed and it should
  


 8         pose no significant problem to the environment,
  


 9         and I'm pleased the they've reached out to the
  


10         fisherman who work in that area to try to, you
  


11         know, mitigate any adverse effects that might
  


12         come from that.  I think that's the end of my
  


13         comment.  Thank you.
  


14                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Bill.  Next
  


15         up we have Bill Penn.
  


16                  MR. PENN:  Good evening.  My name Bill
  


17         Penn, P-E-N-N.  I am a year-round resident of
  


18         Block Island.  Professionally, I'm an
  


19         environmental economist and currently am Managing
  


20         Director of the Rhode Island Food and Farm Fund,
  


21         an organization dedicated to increasing the
  


22         locally grown and processed food products here in
  


23         the State.
  


24             I am strongly in favor of the Scarborough
  


25         Beach cable landfall because without that
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 1         landfall the Deepwater Wind Block Island project
  


 2         will not go forward.
  


 3             The project for me and Block Island has many
  


 4         advantages.  Certainly there is economic benefits
  


 5         and there are environmental benefits.  And let me
  


 6         address the economic benefits.
  


 7             Last year we paid on average 54.2 cents per
  


 8         kilowatt hour for our electricity.  That's almost
  


 9         five times what people pay on the mainland.  The
  


10         analysis of the effect of the cable and the wind
  


11         farm is to reduce that cost by about 40 percent.
  


12         That means that myself and the 1,800 customers of
  


13         the Block Island Power Company are going to have
  


14         additional disposable income to spend on goods
  


15         and services here in Rhode Island.   Collectively
  


16         that equates to $2.2 million of disposable income
  


17         that the customers of Block Island Power Company
  


18         will be able to spend here.
  


19             If we use a simple economic multiplier of two
  


20         to three times those dollars, Block Island is
  


21         going to be providing four-and-a-half to
  


22         six-and-a-half million dollars of contribution to
  


23         the Rhode Island economy.  And if you look at
  


24         that over the 20-year life, projected life of the
  


25         wind farm, that's somewhere in the neighborhood
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 1         of 90 to $130 million.
  


 2             Now, in terms of the environmental benefits,
  


 3         those are more local.  We will no longer be
  


 4         burning a million gallons of diesel oil a year.
  


 5         There will be some consumption because the backup
  


 6         generators will need to be tested from time to
  


 7         time.
  


 8             All of our electricity, assuming that the
  


 9         wind blows -- and it blows quite frequently on
  


10         Block Island -- will be generated by -- from the
  


11         wind farm.  So we, as a community, will reduce
  


12         our carbon footprint and be truly reliant on
  


13         renewable energy.
  


14             And with that I want to thank you, very much,
  


15         for this opportunity to make my comments.
  


16                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Bill.  Our
  


17         next speaker is Gerald McCarthy.
  


18                  MR. McCARTHY:  My name is Gerald
  


19         McCarthy spelled M, small C, capital C-A-R-T-H-Y.
  


20         I live at 27 Soule Road in Narragansett.  I'm a
  


21         resident of Narragansett.  I'm a Registered
  


22         Professional Engineer.  I see people putting in
  


23         their -- their vitae, so that's who I am.  And I
  


24         have a prepared statement that I'm going to read
  


25         from and I would like to have it entered into
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 1         the -- I can give you a copy afterwards.  There
  


 2         is a bigger issue than water quality that needs
  


 3         to be addressed by our state government.
  


 4             Technology and time have overtaken the
  


 5         Deepwater Wind Project in terms of economic
  


 6         viability.  In terms of economic viability, I
  


 7         think it is now a dinosaur.  The cost to be
  


 8         charged starting at 24-and-a-half cents per
  


 9         kilowatt hour with a guaranteed annual increase
  


10         of three-and-a-half percent is a sweetheart deal
  


11         for the project, for Deepwater Wind.  However,
  


12         it's a horrible deal for Rhode Island electric
  


13         rate payers.
  


14             As we speak, New England states are being
  


15         offered bargain rates for clean energy and green
  


16         energy by producers of land-based and
  


17         hydro-based -- land-based wind power and
  


18         hydro-based electrical energy.
  


19             The cost that they are working into their
  


20         power purchase agreements run from eight to $0.09
  


21         per kilowatt hour compared to the 24 -- 24,
  


22         24-and-a-half cents that Deepwater will cost.
  


23             In addition, the people of Narragansett have
  


24         loudly and clearly stated that they do not want
  


25         the cable from the Deepwater Wind Project to come
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 1         through our town.  So why continue with the
  


 2         project?  In addition to the residents of
  


 3         Narragansett speaking clearly about this project,
  


 4         the Town Council had voted unanimously against
  


 5         bringing the cable through the town.
  


 6             Last week the State Properties Committee
  


 7         approved an easement through our Scarborough
  


 8         Beach for the cable from the offshore Deepwater
  


 9         Wind Demonstration Project.  A week before -- and
  


10         that was a week before this public hearing.  And
  


11         that's a blatant affront to the people of
  


12         Narragansett who so loudly objected to the cable
  


13         coming ashore and our elected officials who voted
  


14         unanimously against -- against it.
  


15             So it looks like it doesn't matter given the
  


16         fact that the State Properties Committee has
  


17         already granted an easement.  It doesn't matter
  


18         what Rhode Island DEM concludes from this public
  


19         hearing because the easement for the cable has
  


20         already been approved.  One wonders whether this
  


21         is just an honest mistake in terms of the
  


22         sequence of the meeting or is it more political
  


23         shenanigans that we see from time to time in
  


24         Rhode Island.
  


25             In conclusion, as we are encouraged by the







Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


OCTA Deepwater Wind Project - December 11, 2013


11


  
 1         DEM through this public meeting to look
  


 2         myopically at the project by concentrating on
  


 3         water quality rather than the broad issue of
  


 4         economic viability.  Our state government careens
  


 5         towards another 38 Studios, only this time it's
  


 6         an outdated wind energy project instead of a
  


 7         flawed video game project.
  


 8             So I -- if I had the power, I would call on
  


 9         political leaders of our state and our
  


10         government, local governments, Governor Chafee,
  


11         Gordon Fox, Peter Kilmartin, Gina Raimondo, all
  


12         of the gubernatorial candidates, Fung, Tavares,
  


13         Raimondo, Pale, Block and our Town Council to
  


14         call a halt to this project that has been
  


15         surpassed by new technology and more economically
  


16         viable clean energy projects and revisit the
  


17         economic viability of this project before the
  


18         electric rate payers of Rhode Island are forced
  


19         to pay the outrageous rates at 24-and-a-half
  


20         cents compared to the eight and nine cent per
  


21         kilowatt hour that is available through other
  


22         more up-to-date wind generating technologies.
  


23             And thank you for having this public hearing
  


24         and for giving me a chance to present my
  


25         testimony.
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 1                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Gerald, I'll take any
  


 2         written comments that you have.
  


 3                  MR. McCARTHY:  Sure.
  


 4                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, very much.
  


 5                  MR. McCARTHY:  Thank you.
  


 6                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Next up we have Myron
  


 7         Waldman.
  


 8                  MR. WALDMAN:  M-Y-R-O-N, W-A-L-D-M-A-N.
  


 9         My name is Myron Waldman.  I'm a resident of
  


10         Narragansett.  I founded a company several years
  


11         ago that engineered and developed power
  


12         electronic quality control equipment for wire and
  


13         cable production.  I stand here as an objector
  


14         and have followed your instructions to review the
  


15         application and plans and visited the site, our
  


16         Scarborough Beach in Narragansett.
  


17             I protest the proposed action of bringing the
  


18         34,500 volt AC unshielded, armored cable onto the
  


19         sandy, densely-populated summer beach.  I protest
  


20         the cable burial under the shifting sand.
  


21             After reading the Deepwater environmental
  


22         report slash construction and operations plan, I
  


23         attempted to confirm its statements regarding
  


24         health and safety with respect to the under-sand,
  


25         high voltage cable.  I call it high voltage
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 1         because 34,500 volts is the highest voltage
  


 2         allowed for power distribution and Wikepedia
  


 3         categorizes that voltage as high voltage in the
  


 4         power distribution industry.
  


 5             Table ES-1 of the Deepwater Wind Report
  


 6         claims there will be, quote, no impact, quote,
  


 7         relating to safety from EMF, electromotive force
  


 8         energy which escapes the buried cable and, in
  


 9         some cases, causes permanent damage to wildlife
  


10         and humans.
  


11             Section 4.13.2.2 of the report does not show
  


12         detailed results for cable burial under beach
  


13         sand at Scarborough.  Sand height varies daily,
  


14         therefore, changing the distance between a beach
  


15         goer and the cable.  The EMF force becomes
  


16         exponentially stronger as the distance closes.
  


17         So if we start with ten feet and somebody digs in
  


18         two feet into the sand, there's almost a
  


19         50 percent increase in the EMF forces.
  


20             I checked the technical references used in
  


21         the Deepwater Wind Report including the
  


22         International Committee on Electromagnetic
  


23         Safety, ICES, International Commission on
  


24         nonionizing radiation, ICNIRP, and Institute of
  


25         Electrical and Electronic Engineers, IEEE.
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 1             Clearly the Deepwater Wind Report's EMF
  


 2         analysis is incomplete.  It does not consider the
  


 3         issues of human behavior, age, body position, all
  


 4         of these important for sandy beaches.
  


 5             When these and other issues are considered,
  


 6         the acceptable levels of human exposure to
  


 7         magnetic fields become lower than that stated in
  


 8         the Deepwater report.  Here is an example from
  


 9         the Deepwater winds report, ICNIRP reference:
  


10         For adults with implanted medical devices,
  


11         cardiac defibrillators, pacemakers, hormone
  


12         infusion pumps, neuromuscular stimulation
  


13         devices, electronically operated prosthetic
  


14         devices and so on.  The maximum allowed exposure
  


15         is five milligauss and that's for very short
  


16         dwell times in the magnetic field, but for beach
  


17         goers, the dwell times are measured in hours.
  


18             The IEEE takes it further and discusses
  


19         exposure by body type, age, size and position,
  


20         body position.  Lying prone in a wet bathing suit
  


21         in beach sand can be dangerous.
  


22             In closing:  I suggest that all approvals
  


23         relating to Deepwater Wind burying cables under
  


24         Scarborough Beach be delayed until the issue of
  


25         EMF is properly studied and documented as the
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 1         Deepwater Wind Report is inaccurate and
  


 2         incomplete regarding human safety for adults,
  


 3         expectant mothers, and children.
  


 4             Also, the Deepwater report referenced above
  


 5         does not seem to have a professional engineer's
  


 6         certification as required under DEM rules and
  


 7         regulations for water quality, Rule 14.B.  Maybe
  


 8         the online version doesn't have it.  Thank you,
  


 9         very much.
  


10                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  I'm sorry.
  


11         Our next speaker is either -- it's either Gene
  


12         Garseau or Juan Garcia.
  


13                  MS. GARCEAU:  No, sir.  It's French.
  


14         It's Joan Garceau.
  


15                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Joan Garso.
  


16                  MS. GARCEAU:  But I would spell it
  


17         G-A-R-S-O.
  


18                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Well, uradet (sic/ph).
  


19         Two French guys and we couldn't get it right.
  


20                  MS. GARCEAU:  I came prepared to speak
  


21         and pose questions, but because of the initial
  


22         comment made by Mr. Gagnon in regards to
  


23         answering questions, this is not the opportune
  


24         time for me to do so, but I must say that I
  


25         concur with the previous speakers.  I do object
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 1         to that running through the Town of Narragansett
  


 2         coming up Burnside.  I live in Briggs Farm and my
  


 3         back of my house faces Point Judith Road, but I
  


 4         am concerned that we don't need it.  This is not
  


 5         the Netherlands.  And as far as I know -- I don't
  


 6         believe the General Assembly legislators in Rhode
  


 7         Island has approved for this to come through yet.
  


 8         Am I correct?  You can't answer.  Okay.  I
  


 9         decline and I'll address my concerns at another
  


10         time at a later time.  Thank you.
  


11                  THE REPORTER:  How do you spell you
  


12         name?
  


13                  MS. GARCEAU:  G-A-R-C-E-A-U, J-O-A-N.
  


14         Thank you for listening.
  


15                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


16         speaker is Norris Pike.
  


17                  MR. PIKE:  Good evening.  Thank you for
  


18         the opportunity to speak.  My name is Norris
  


19         Pike.  I'm a member of the New Shoreham Town
  


20         Council, although, I'm not speaking for the
  


21         Council as a whole.  I represent Block Island as
  


22         a whole.
  


23             For a number of years, I've served in local
  


24         politics on Block Island, over 30 years as a
  


25         Planning Board Chairman on the local Planning







Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


OCTA Deepwater Wind Project - December 11, 2013


17


  
 1         Board, a number of other positions.  Currently on
  


 2         the Town Council and it's my second time at it.
  


 3         I was on the Council 30 years ago as well.
  


 4             Our position is that Block Island desperately
  


 5         needs a cable to the mainland to offset the high
  


 6         cost of electricity on Block Island.  We burn
  


 7         over a million gallons of diesel fuel every year
  


 8         and it's crippling our local economy to the point
  


 9         of failure.  It has to stop.  We need to do
  


10         something different.
  


11             We have an opportunity now with Deepwater
  


12         Wind to construct a cable to the mainland.  We
  


13         had hoped to land on Narragansett Town Beach,
  


14         although, the Town of Narragansett obviously
  


15         didn't want that.
  


16             At this juncture, we would like to make
  


17         landfall at Scarborough.  The Town of
  


18         Narragansett does not want that either.  I wonder
  


19         if Block Island had the opportunity to say no to
  


20         Narragansett if Narragansett needed a cable, and
  


21         I think we'd be a lot friendlier than
  


22         Narragansett has been to us.  I don't understand
  


23         it, but that's local politics at its worst.
  


24             Block Island desperately needs this cable
  


25         connection.  Deepwater Wind is secondary to us,
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 1         although, we really, really want to see Deepwater
  


 2         happen.  It's important to us.
  


 3             We need to change the method in which we
  


 4         generate electricity in this country.  It's one
  


 5         step forward in the right direction and we wholly
  


 6         support it.  There are a few naysayers in our
  


 7         town as well, but there are few.  In the
  


 8         long-term, this is a step in the right direction
  


 9         for the United States.  It's a step in the right
  


10         direction for Rhode Island.  It's a step in the
  


11         right direction for the Town of Narragansett,
  


12         too.  Block Island commutes through Narragansett.
  


13         Our ferry company goes through Narragansett.  We
  


14         leave a lot of money behind in the Town of
  


15         Narragansett just by getting here and there.
  


16             Uniquely I grew up in Narragansett.  I grew
  


17         up on Ava Street in Narragansett, went to this
  


18         very school in the 2nd and 3rd grade when it was
  


19         a school, as a matter of fact, and some of you
  


20         may not know that, but this is now the Town Hall.
  


21         This is the first time I've been in here in
  


22         40 years, 50 years.  50 years.  I'm dating
  


23         myself.
  


24             But the bottom line is we really, really,
  


25         really need to connect with a cable to somewhere
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 1         in the State of Rhode Island.  I think this is
  


 2         the only opportunity.  There are Charlestown and
  


 3         other spots that are sensitive due to the oil
  


 4         spill that occurred down off the Charlestown
  


 5         shore, South Kingstown shore.  This is a fairly
  


 6         clean shot.  It's just a relocation.  And I don't
  


 7         know what other to say other than we really need
  


 8         this connection.  Thank you.
  


 9                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Norris.  Our
  


10         next speaker is Ben Riggs.
  


11                  MR. SHIELDS:  Ben could not make it this
  


12         evening.  He's asked me to read his prepared
  


13         statement, and I'll give you a copy of it
  


14         afterward.  I'm Robert Shields.  I'm a
  


15         Narragansett resident at 37 Earls Court.  Here's
  


16         the correspondence that Ben Riggs is providing
  


17         the DEM:  To begin with, he says, "I am a citizen
  


18         and resident of the State of Rhode Island who
  


19         regularly uses its water ways and visits Block
  


20         Island.  My qualifications as they relate to the
  


21         factual assertions made in this letter include a
  


22         career as a naval aviator with training in
  


23         oceanography, meteorology, air and sea
  


24         navigation, air traffic control, aeronautical
  


25         engineering, a second career as a CEO of four
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 1         separate manufacturing companies, two of them
  


 2         subsidiaries of major multinational
  


 3         conglomerates.
  


 4             The following will summarize my objections to
  


 5         the referenced application.  First, the
  


 6         application is incomplete.  The proposal calls
  


 7         for a 17-mile trench being dug six feet deep on
  


 8         an ocean floor that has previously been
  


 9         undisturbed for thousands of years to that depth.
  


10         There are two areas of environmental impact here
  


11         which have not been adequately addressed either
  


12         by factfinding or a proposed mitigation process.
  


13             The ocean -- Number 1, the ocean floor
  


14         outside of harbors and entrance channels is where
  


15         about half of the planets accumulated carbon is
  


16         sequestered.  Digging it up will release
  


17         significant carbon dioxide into the atmosphere
  


18         which is a factor in creating global warming.
  


19             In addition, the process may well dig into
  


20         and release large pockets of trapped methane gas
  


21         which is 22 times worse for global warming than
  


22         carbon dioxide.
  


23             There has been no independent investigation
  


24         of the amount of carbon that is likely to be
  


25         released or the location of methane pockets and
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 1         the amounts likely contained in them.  There's
  


 2         growing evidence -- second, there's growing
  


 3         evidence that right whales which are an
  


 4         endangered species may well be significantly
  


 5         impacted particularly during their extended
  


 6         winter mating season.  Evidence being gathered in
  


 7         Virginia and by the Cornell laboratory describes
  


 8         some of this concern.  There has been no
  


 9         independent study done here to identify the
  


10         potential threat to these whales."  In that
  


11         regard, there are two attachments to this letter
  


12         that deal with that issue.
  


13             "Secondly, there will be an excavation on
  


14         Block Island on land where the electric
  


15         substation on Bibco property is proposed and
  


16         where highly toxic materials have already been
  


17         identified.  And also over the three -- the
  


18         4.3 miles of the terrestrial cable in
  


19         Narragansett.
  


20             There's no evidence that Deepwater Wind
  


21         and/or National Grid has identified all hazard --
  


22         hazardous chemicals that are in these areas
  


23         and -- nor will they take -- have they shown that
  


24         they're willing to take steps to guarantee they
  


25         will not be discharged into the aquifers and/or
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 1         the waters that flow into Great Salt Pond and
  


 2         waters off Scarborough Beach.
  


 3             Secondly, private use of public land is
  


 4         unlawful.  First, the granting of easements and
  


 5         the use of imminent domain are reserved for
  


 6         projects that are in the overall public interest.
  


 7         As one U.S. Supreme Court Justice noted in a
  


 8         recent case involving eminent domain, this is a
  


 9         quote, transfers intended to confer benefits on
  


10         particular favored private entities and with only
  


11         incidental or pretextual public benefits are
  


12         forbidden by the Public Use Clause presumably of
  


13         the constitution.  That's Kilo (ph) versus City
  


14         of New London 2005.
  


15             There is no such public benefit here either
  


16         economically or environmentally.  Essentially,
  


17         this project will cost rate payers around
  


18         $600 million and its sole benefit will be to
  


19         include a $60 million cable to Block Island.  The
  


20         negative impact of this has been set forth in our
  


21         Public Utilities Commission dockets 41-11 and
  


22         41-85.  That is a matter of record.
  


23             Were this body to be considered in this
  


24         project on a standalone basis it might be able to
  


25         ignore the overall cost, but it is not a separate
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 1         project as presented.
  


 2             In addition, there are no environmental
  


 3         benefits.  The fact that wind power has been
  


 4         proven to have no net positive impact on reducing
  


 5         fossil fuel use for carbon emissions on the grid
  


 6         is a matter of public record in the U.S. and in
  


 7         Europe."  The third attachment to this memo
  


 8         describes that.
  


 9             "Therefore, it should also be noted that in
  


10         addition to the PUC, three former Rhode Island
  


11         Attorneys General, James O'Neill, Patrick Lynch
  


12         and Arlene Violet have opposed this project as
  


13         not being in the public interest.  Deepwater has
  


14         not submitted any evidence to refute this. Public
  


15         land cannot be used for what is clearly a private
  


16         commercial enterprise.
  


17             "Third" -- I'm almost finished -- "violation
  


18         of a federal law.  The way in which the Power
  


19         Purchase Agreement used here has been made to set
  


20         an interstate utility price structure for an
  


21         instate supplier highlights both the supremacy
  


22         clause and the dormant commerce clause of the
  


23         U.S. Constitution.
  


24             I urge you to deny this application in its
  


25         entirety or require that the applicant properly
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 1         address the concerns of carbon release, methane
  


 2         release and toxic chemical release described
  


 3         above and submit a new application.  And while
  


 4         they are doing this, I urge this body to
  


 5         investigate the legal issues raised above
  


 6         regarding private use of public lands in this
  


 7         case  and compliance with U.S. Constitutional
  


 8         Law.  Respectfully, Benjamin C. Riggs, Captain
  


 9         U.S. Navy, retired."
  


10                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Mr. Shields, would you
  


11         wish to speak on your own behalf or are you just
  


12         speaking for Mr. Riggs this evening?
  


13                  MR. SHIELDS:  No, I hope to speak on my
  


14         own behalf.  Here are Mr. Rigg's comments.
  


15                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.
  


16                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I don't know
  


17         about you guys, but I think he did a good job.
  


18                  MR. SHIELDS:  My name is Robert Shields.
  


19         I live in Narragansett, 37 Earls Court.  In
  


20         reading the original 2012 environmental report, I
  


21         find that the DEM is responsible for probably
  


22         four separate approvals.  I assume you're only
  


23         dealing with one today, which is the Clean Water
  


24         Act.  Is that my understanding correctly?
  


25                  MR. GAGNON:  Yes, sir.
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 1                  MR. BIANCULLI:  There's a water quality
  


 2         certificate and a dredging permit that's being
  


 3         considered.
  


 4                  MR. SHIELDS:  Okay.  But they're both in
  


 5         the ocean?
  


 6                  MR. GAGNON:  Yes.
  


 7                  MR. SHIELDS:  They don't include
  


 8         wetlands?
  


 9                  MR. GAGNON:  Yes.
  


10                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Correct.
  


11                  MR. SHIELDS:  Have any of the four
  


12         approvals been granted so far that I'm thinking
  


13         of?
  


14                  MR. GAGNON:  We're not supposed to be
  


15         answering questions, but nothing has been
  


16         approved or there's -- no decisions have been
  


17         issued.
  


18                  MR. SHIELDS:  Okay.  Fine.  I draw your
  


19         attention to a letter I sent to Mr. Gagnon on
  


20         August 21st which outlines my credits for
  


21         speaking which include a Master of Science Degree
  


22         in Chemical Engineering and a career spent in the
  


23         basic metals and extraction field.  I would like
  


24         to say that I'm concerned about the landfall in
  


25         several respects.  I'm concerned about fish traps
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 1         that lie off Black Point and extend southward
  


 2         onto the beach at Narragansett.  The fish trap
  


 3         area defined on the nautical chart goes out one
  


 4         mile from the shore, and this past year there
  


 5         have been nets out there constantly in the area
  


 6         which is right off the beach.  I'm concerned
  


 7         about that because I don't know how Deepwater can
  


 8         do the work that needs to be done to bring the
  


 9         cable ashore at that location without permanently
  


10         effecting the fish trap area.  I think that even
  


11         after the cable is in the -- in the sea bed, the
  


12         people that do the fishing there in the fish trap
  


13         area will want to place moorings in the ground in
  


14         the sea bed and that could actually impact the
  


15         cable.  So I'm -- I'm very much concerned about
  


16         the location of -- at the beach where they're
  


17         going to come ashore.
  


18             But I have a more serious problem.  I've read
  


19         the 2013 Scarborough Beach alternative proposal
  


20         in detail and I've looked at the engineering
  


21         drawings which were done by DiPrete Engineering
  


22         and I find that the cable is not shown from the
  


23         Scarborough Beach parking lot all the way up to
  


24         the substation in Wakefield.  So, therefore, I
  


25         call the report incomplete.
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 1             I honestly don't see how any state agency,
  


 2         regulatory agency, can overlook this fact.  The
  


 3         fact is that the engineering drawings do not show
  


 4         the path that the cable will take, whether it
  


 5         will be underground, whether it will be
  


 6         aboveground, whatever.  We can't accept verbal
  


 7         commitments at this stage.  We need in-writing
  


 8         commitments to whatever Deepwater plans to do
  


 9         before the issue is decided by any of the
  


10         regulatory agencies.  So I suggest you ask
  


11         Deepwater to go back, finish their engineering
  


12         plans and then come back to DEM for approvals.
  


13             I'd also like to address the socioeconomic
  


14         aspects to this project and I'll just limit
  


15         myself to handing out the cost that I have done
  


16         on this project.  Other speakers, I'm sure, will
  


17         mention this figure, but there is at least a
  


18         $600 million cost that the rate payers in the
  


19         State of Rhode Island would have to pay over a
  


20         period of 20 years for this project, and that is
  


21         just incredible considering that the few number
  


22         of jobs, maybe six permanent jobs, will be
  


23         created by this project.
  


24             So that concludes my comments.  Thank you,
  


25         very much.
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 1                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Thank you,
  


 2         very much.  Our next speaker is Dawson Hodgson.
  


 3                  MR. HODGSON:  D-A-W-S-O-N,
  


 4         H-O-D-G-S-O-N.  Good evening, everybody.  I am a
  


 5         State Senator.  I represent the southern portion
  


 6         of Narragansett.  And I'd like to first thank you
  


 7         for taking testimony tonight.  As you can see,
  


 8         this is an issue that engenders a very high
  


 9         degree of public interest in this community and
  


10         it's also a matter with a large scale and
  


11         long-term implication to the people of this
  


12         state.  For both of these reasons, I feel
  


13         compelled to speak to you tonight in opposition
  


14         to this proposal.
  


15             The Deepwater Wind Project represents a
  


16         terrible public policy decision.  There's a
  


17         breakdown of fiduciary responsibilities across
  


18         multiple levels of government, and you have an
  


19         opportunity tonight to stop this project on a
  


20         procedural basis.  If you do, so you'll be taking
  


21         a stand for the people of this state and a stand
  


22         for meaningful energy policy in Rhode Island.
  


23             I want to be crystal clear to you and to
  


24         everybody here.  I support renewable energy.
  


25         This is not a debate about whether climate change
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 1         exists or whether our society should invest in
  


 2         renewable energy technologies.  This is about
  


 3         stopping a terrible deal for the people of Rhode
  


 4         Island and it's about preserving the credibility
  


 5         of renewable energy development in this state in
  


 6         the future.
  


 7             As most of you rely aware, National Grid
  


 8         recently signed an agreement to buy wind power
  


 9         from the State of Maine for less than $0.08 a
  


10         kilowatt hour.  That's not even one-third of what
  


11         Deepwater is charging us.  The differential
  


12         between Maine Wind and Deepwater Wind is over
  


13         $500,000,000, plus another 60 to $70,000,000 that
  


14         we learned last week to bury the wires and
  


15         connect this alternate grid.  All of this money
  


16         comes from the public and out of our economy.  We
  


17         will have nothing to show for this but for six
  


18         jobs and some politicians who can tell you that
  


19         they stopped climate change.
  


20             To my fellow supporters of clean energy, I
  


21         want to emphasize that these are public resources
  


22         that could be devoted to meaningful energy policy
  


23         in this state instead of this scheme.  Perhaps
  


24         insulating the homes of low income Rhode
  


25         Islanders, conserving energy, putting tradesmen
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 1         to work, improving quality of life.  Or if you
  


 2         wanted to think truly long-term, this money could
  


 3         go into public higher education producing
  


 4         thousands, thousands of engineers and scientists
  


 5         who would not only become the innovators that
  


 6         would truly create this technology and lead
  


 7         renewable energy into the future, but they would
  


 8         be the core of the stem (sic) work force that our
  


 9         economy desperately needs.  But such
  


10         opportunities are lost when we put these
  


11         resources in these pressures scarce public
  


12         resources, of our poor state into this one
  


13         project.
  


14             The members of this -- to the members of this
  


15         committee, I know you're in a tough position.
  


16         The elite political leadership of this state, the
  


17         insiders, they want this to happen.  Significant
  


18         pressure will be brought to bear to see it
  


19         through to get the deal done.  You have the
  


20         ability tonight to stand up for our citizens and
  


21         to stand up for meaningful renewable energy
  


22         policy in this state tonight by refusing to go
  


23         through it.
  


24             I would ask you to exercise that discretion,
  


25         think about the larger role of what we're playing
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 1         here in this process and please reject this deal.
  


 2         Thank you for your time tonight.
  


 3                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Up next we
  


 4         have Peter Galvin.
  


 5                  MR. GALVIN:  Now for something
  


 6         completely different.  My name is Peter Galvin.
  


 7         That's G-A-L-V-I-N.  I'm a resident of North
  


 8         Kingstown and I'd like to begin by reminding
  


 9         everybody that, although, this hearing is being
  


10         held here today, this is of interest to the
  


11         entire state and all of those in the state.  And
  


12         I also speak tonight on behalf of the Sierra
  


13         Club, which is the oldest environmental
  


14         organization in the country.
  


15             It is absolutely true, as the last speaker
  


16         said, that we are experiencing global warming and
  


17         it's going to get worse, a lot worse.  And
  


18         anybody who doubts that can go to a series of
  


19         lectures that have been up at the Sea Grant (ph)
  


20         facility all year long.  There are plenty of ways
  


21         you can learn about this.
  


22             We need renewable power to deal with it and
  


23         not just from land-based wind turbines.  In fact,
  


24         recently Exeter joined, actually, North
  


25         Kingstown, I believe, in putting a moratorium on
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 1         the land-based systems until the State gets
  


 2         around to doing guidelines that the State are
  


 3         working on this year, but it really won't be
  


 4         ready for another year.  We need sea bases, too.
  


 5         We've got a humongous area out there and the
  


 6         Deepwater technology will test whether or not
  


 7         this was workable for us.  We have to have that.
  


 8             And in terms of the economy, leaving aside
  


 9         Block Island, I would only say, folks, you aren't
  


10         going to have an economy, okay, if we don't deal
  


11         with this global warming problem by getting to
  


12         renewable power.  Aside from reducing the
  


13         pollution from Block Island and its carbon
  


14         footprint, I would point out to you that the
  


15         location is a state location, it is not a
  


16         Narragansett Town Beach.  We're talking about a
  


17         state beach.  I use that beach all the time.  I'm
  


18         very familiar with it and the location where this
  


19         cable would be.  It's not under the beach where
  


20         people are swimming.  It's way off to the side,
  


21         okay, and I think it's an ideal location to have
  


22         this project.
  


23             So with that said, I believe that's the scope
  


24         of your determination.  The issue before you is
  


25         the location of this cable.  I think it's a much
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 1         better arrangement than the one we saw previously
  


 2         for the residents of Narragansett, and also for
  


 3         the all the rest of us will get some extra
  


 4         benefits out of this for our state parks.  I
  


 5         think it's -- I think you should approve this and
  


 6         do it as quickly as possible.  This project's
  


 7         been hanging around long enough.  It's time to
  


 8         move on and get this done.  Thank you, very much.
  


 9                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


10         speaker is Channing Jones.
  


11                  MR. JONES:  Good evening.  Thanks for
  


12         listening to our testimony today.  My name is
  


13         Channing Jones.  That's C-H-A-N-N-I-N-G.  And I'm
  


14         representing Environment Rhode Island, which is
  


15         an environmental group with members across the
  


16         state including here in Narragansett.
  


17             As Peter just mentioned, climate change is a
  


18         serious threat facing the entire world.  And in a
  


19         low-lying coastal state like Rhode Island, we
  


20         stand to lose that big time, whether it's extreme
  


21         weather events like Hurricane Sandy or rising sea
  


22         levels or ocean acidification.  We need to be
  


23         concerned about global warming and one of the
  


24         main culprits are power plants fueled by fossil
  


25         fuels.  And we're going to avoid the carbon
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 1         pollution that comes from these power plants by
  


 2         expanding clean energy in our country and in
  


 3         Rhode Island, that's energy efficiency, that's
  


 4         solar energy and that's wind.  And Rhode Island's
  


 5         most promising wind resource is offshore wind.
  


 6             Now, Environment Rhode Island research and
  


 7         policy center rereleased a report last week
  


 8         called Wind Energy for a Cleaner America which
  


 9         finds that in Rhode Island if wind development
  


10         proceeds as predicted, including the development
  


11         of this Block Island wind farm, we'll experience
  


12         a 25 fold increase in the amount of wind energy
  


13         that we produce, which is 2,500 percent, second
  


14         only to the predicted increase in New Jersey in
  


15         this country, but greater than any other state
  


16         and that's in large part because of this project
  


17         that should be coming online that's going to, by
  


18         2018, avoid more than 44,000 metric tons of
  


19         carbon pollution, which is the equivalent of
  


20         taking 9,000 cars off the road, while also
  


21         avoiding 26 tons of nitrogen oxides and 58 tons
  


22         of sulfur dioxide which cause acid rain and soot.
  


23         And I'm going to submit this report, certainly,
  


24         for the record.
  


25             There's also tremendous support here in Rhode
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 1         Island for renewable energy and for offshore
  


 2         wind.  Today Environment Rhode Island was pleased
  


 3         to join 200 -- I think there's 230 organizations
  


 4         and leaders from around the country including
  


 5         just about 20 -- almost 20 from Rhode Island
  


 6         urging President Obama to make offshore wind a
  


 7         key opponent of his climate action plan.
  


 8         Now, with this wind farm, Rhode Island has the
  


 9         chance to be the first in the country with
  


10         offshore wind, so I urge us to approve this cable
  


11         landing site so we can get this project going.
  


12         Thank you, very much.
  


13                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


14         speaker is Samantha Demanbey.  Sorry if I didn't
  


15         pronounce that correctly.
  


16                  MS. DEMANBEY:  That's okay.  My name's
  


17         Samantha Demanbey, D-E-M-A-N-B-E-Y.  I'm here
  


18         because I also support the cable being installed.
  


19         I think it's important that we invest in
  


20         renewable energy, especially offshore wind power.
  


21         I think it would be good for not only the state
  


22         but the country.  I think Rhode Island needs a
  


23         good leading example for the rest of the country
  


24         that renewable energy is efficient, it's good for
  


25         the environment, and it's also good for us as a
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 1         nation.
  


 2             And I think a lot of people have been talking
  


 3         about the expenses of renewable energy, but we
  


 4         also need to take into account the expenses of
  


 5         fossil fuels, the real costs, the pollution, the
  


 6         loss of wildlife and the health problems caused
  


 7         by them.
  


 8             Renewable resources like the offshore wind
  


 9         farm would be much more valuable, a much better
  


10         deal in the long run than any kind of fossil fuel
  


11         resource.
  


12             And lastly I'd like to say that this could be
  


13         a very important step for the rest of the
  


14         country.  Rhode Island would be the first state
  


15         to have an offshore wind farm, and I think if we
  


16         did that then other states would follow through
  


17         and we could really push the country toward
  


18         taking global warming seriously and taking
  


19         seriously renewable energy and its efficiency and
  


20         what it can do for us.  Thank you.
  


21                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


22         speaker is Benjamin Kidd.
  


23                  MR. KIDD:  My name is Benjamin Kidd and
  


24         I'm from Little Compton, Rhode Island.  I really
  


25         support the idea of offshore wind.  And thank
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 1         you.
  


 2                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is
  


 3         Andrew Grande.
  


 4                  MR. GRANDE:  Hi.  My name is Andrew
  


 5         Grande, resident of Valley Falls, Rhode Island,
  


 6         and an organizer with the Sierra Club,
  


 7         S-I-E-R-R-A.  I'm also an organizer of the Sierra
  


 8         Club Beyond Coal Campaign, C-O-A-L.
  


 9             Gentlemen, thank you for having this hearing
  


10         tonight and for giving everyone the opportunity
  


11         to speak.  I work with a lot of communities
  


12         throughout Massachusetts that are feeling the
  


13         effects of burning coal, and the biggest effect
  


14         that we see from that is the increased rate of
  


15         asthma on children, on elderly, and the effects
  


16         it has with missing school time, missing work and
  


17         the financial impact that it has on those
  


18         families.
  


19             The project that we're looking at here
  


20         tonight takes a lot of that out of -- off the
  


21         table.  What we have is an energy source that
  


22         doesn't inflict a public health harm on to
  


23         people.  It helps with climate disruption.
  


24         You're moving that off the table as well.  And
  


25         most importantly for the State of Rhode Island,
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 1         the state that has 90 percent of its energy
  


 2         dollars leaving the state, either out-of-state or
  


 3         out-of-country resources, we are reinvesting this
  


 4         money back into Rhode Island, back into Rhode
  


 5         Island's economy.
  


 6             This is a project that will have the
  


 7         opportunity for Rhode Island to be a leader in
  


 8         energy, something that it hasn't been able to do
  


 9         in its past.  We have the opportunity for Rhode
  


10         Island to stand forth before the rest of the
  


11         country and say that we will no longer be
  


12         shifting emissions from power plants onto lower
  


13         income families, lower income neighborhoods that
  


14         are being most affected by that.
  


15             Just yesterday Governor Chafee and the rest
  


16         of the New England governors stood up and said --
  


17         went to the EPA and said we can no longer be
  


18         affording to have Midwestern power plant
  


19         pollution coming into Rhode Island.
  


20             Moving forward with this project says not
  


21         only do we not want to have fossil fuel emissions
  


22         but we're going to take steps forward and we're
  


23         going to start investing in the future economy.
  


24         We're going to be investing in a clean energy
  


25         economy that's built to last.
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 1             Here tonight, both as a Rhode Island resident
  


 2         and as an organizer with the Sierra Club, we
  


 3         stand with Deepwater in supporting this project
  


 4         and along with the State of Rhode Island
  


 5         encouraging them to move forward and invest in a
  


 6         clean energy economy.  Thank you.
  


 7                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


 8         speaker is James McCaffrey.  Is James here?
  


 9                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's not here
  


10         yet.
  


11                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Okay.  I'll call his
  


12         name again.  Our next speaker is Matthew, last
  


13         name starts with an M, Mannix perhaps.
  


14                  MR. MANNIX:  How are you?
  


15                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Good.  How are you
  


16         doing?
  


17                  MR. MANNIX:  M-A-N-N-I-X.  There's only
  


18         two places where this project has received any
  


19         kind of real scrutiny.  The first was at the PUC,
  


20         the Public Utilities Commission in Docket 4111,
  


21         and the second was actually here in Town Hall in
  


22         a series of meetings where residents came forward
  


23         and shared very detailed data and research with
  


24         the Town Council about this project.
  


25             And I've reviewed the PUC docket in detail
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 1         and I'm a member of the Narragansett Town Council
  


 2         and heard from those residents and was very
  


 3         thankful to them during this last year when we
  


 4         were struggling through this issue.
  


 5             When we put aside the platitudes about this
  


 6         project, we see that this is a bad deal for
  


 7         Narragansett, for Rhode Island, and for the
  


 8         environment.  The increased energy costs
  


 9         associated with this project are, at a
  


10         conservative estimate, the first -- the PUC
  


11         Docket 4111 had it at $390,000,000.  That's on
  


12         Page 69 of the -- of PUC Docket 4111.  That's a
  


13         conservative estimate.  We've heard estimates
  


14         much higher dwarfing that number.
  


15             We heard about some of the increased
  


16         disposable income that Block Islanders would
  


17         receive if this -- if this project goes through.
  


18         I think that's going to be greatly outweighed by
  


19         the hundreds of million dollars in increased --
  


20         the increased rates that rate payers here are
  


21         going to have to pay.
  


22             The sad part at the level in 2010 when the
  


23         PUC initially looked at this and scrutinized it
  


24         and rejected it on a three to zero vote was that
  


25         the EDC, our state EDC, performed what I'll call
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 1         an unsatisfactory economic analysis of this
  


 2         project, and actually when pushed by the PUC on
  


 3         this issue of the lack of analysis, the EDC said,
  


 4         quote, "We're not looking at this question as
  


 5         narrowly as you have asked it."  That's on Page
  


 6         53 of Docket 4111.
  


 7             We have state agencies for a reason.  They
  


 8         all have different charters, they have things
  


 9         that they need to do and advocate for on behalf
  


10         of our residents.  The Department of
  


11         Environmental Management is supposed to be our
  


12         steward for the environment.  So if I asked the
  


13         Department of Environmental Management to --
  


14         Management to make sure -- to make sure that this
  


15         is a project that will have a positive impact on
  


16         our environment -- because based on what I've
  


17         heard, I am not convinced.
  


18             We have harmful effects of digging up acres
  


19         of the ocean floor associated with this project.
  


20         But what's wrong with that?  Well, for our
  


21         fragile and overregulated fishing industry, it
  


22         means those fishing habitats and migration
  


23         patterns are going to be changing.
  


24             Galilee is a major part of our town economy,
  


25         an integral part of our state and I'm concerned
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 1         about the effect out there.
  


 2             I've heard some people talk about the
  


 3         first -- you know, the first -- this will be the
  


 4         first state that will be the flagship, the leader
  


 5         in this.  That was talked about before the PUC.
  


 6         It's a speculative reason to go forward with what
  


 7         is a risky and speculative project.
  


 8             I can tell you just a Narragansett story,
  


 9         what we experienced here at the Town Hall and we
  


10         had dozens and dozens of people coming to our
  


11         Town Hall meetings as we discussed the landing of
  


12         the cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  And the
  


13         overwhelming sentiment of the town was that
  


14         because of the increased rates on rate payers,
  


15         because of the harmful effects on fishing
  


16         habitats, because of the concerns over the impact
  


17         of this project, the town's people spoke up
  


18         loudly and clearly and our Town Council
  


19         unanimously voted to not allow the landing here
  


20         on town property.
  


21             So now we see this end around in another part
  


22         of town.  Many people in town -- you know, just
  


23         this past weekend, I had three people at a
  


24         Christmas party mention to me -- people who are
  


25         not in the Scarborough area of town all say --
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 1         you know, see this as an end around, clearly as a
  


 2         way to end around what the people of the town
  


 3         spoke of.  And as more people learn about this
  


 4         project, the more they are opposed to it.
  


 5             So in summary, I urge the DEM to live up to
  


 6         its charter and I urge people to continue to be
  


 7         involved, because we've seen when our EDC doesn't
  


 8         stand up, when our -- we don't put the scrutiny
  


 9         on these projects, we see what happens.  And I
  


10         think some people have alluded to some of those
  


11         larger projects that we know about with -- with
  


12         EDC advocacy with 38 Studios.
  


13             So, again, I -- that would be what I urge.
  


14         Again, if you have any questions for me, I'd be
  


15         glad to answer them.  And I want to thank the
  


16         people of Narragansett for being so helpful in
  


17         this effort.
  


18                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


19         speaker is Peter Bante (sic).
  


20                  MR. BAUTE:  I think you might be calling
  


21         on me, but perhaps you're mispronouncing my name.
  


22                  MR. BIANCULLI:  It could be Baute.
  


23                  MR. BAUTE:  Baute.
  


24                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Baute.  Sorry.
  


25                  MR. BAUTE:  Thank you for holding this
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 1         hearing, by the way.  My name is Peter Baute,
  


 2         B-A-U-T-E.  I'm a physician.  I practiced on
  


 3         Block Island, but more extensively here on the
  


 4         mainland for many years.
  


 5             I'm here to address the potential
  


 6         environmental health effects that might be
  


 7         presented by this cable landing at the
  


 8         Scarborough Beach.  I'm also a previous member of
  


 9         the Block Island Town Council and I was a member
  


10         of that Town Council when we crossed this bridge
  


11         just as Narragansett has attempted to cross it.
  


12             We had an opportunity to review all the
  


13         similar data that you had a chance to review and
  


14         that you on the Board review.  We passed this
  


15         project because we recognized that there were no
  


16         unfortunate environmental health effects.
  


17             First of all, with regard to cancer, I know
  


18         that some people have raised the concern that
  


19         electromagnetic fields running nearby might
  


20         produce cancer.  That has been well shown not to
  


21         be the effect.
  


22             As for the electromagnetic fields, there are
  


23         appropriate limits as the previous speaker
  


24         mentioned set up by international agencies that
  


25         concern themselves on this subject.  The levels
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 1         of the electromagnetic fields produced by this
  


 2         project are so low given the amount of insulation
  


 3         by the wrappings of the cable and the depth of
  


 4         the burial of the cable that they are
  


 5         insignificant in terms of producing any health
  


 6         effects.  In fact, as you go about your daily
  


 7         living sitting in front of the TV, watching the
  


 8         Channel 10 or Channel 12 news, you are probably
  


 9         exposed to more electromagnetic fields than you
  


10         would be by this cable.  Certainly when you work
  


11         the microwave to heat up those leftovers, that's
  


12         the case, so that you're exposed to
  


13         electromagnetic fields at home on a daily basis
  


14         and I'm sure you're not turning off your
  


15         electricity on that account.
  


16             I'll mention my own personal aspect to this.
  


17         My family goes to the beach very regularly.  As a
  


18         matter of fact, their favorite location and that
  


19         of many of their friends is right about where
  


20         Deepwater proposes to bury the cable on Block
  


21         Island.  You can be sure when that beach has been
  


22         repaired from that project that they will be back
  


23         in that very same location and there will be
  


24         no -- no ill effects from their sun bathing there
  


25         or even digging a hole or swimming out in the
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 1         water over the cable.  So I would advise you not
  


 2         to consider any -- have any concerns about the
  


 3         environmental effects of this cable.  Thank you.
  


 4                  MR. BIANCULLI:  I'm going to butcher
  


 5         this next name, but Stanley Wojciechowski.
  


 6                  MR. WOJCIECHOSKI:  You did a good job on
  


 7         it.  Stan Wojciechowski,
  


 8         W-O-J-C-I-E-C-H-O-W-S-K-I.  This impacts me, I
  


 9         think, on Point Judith Road.  I have a home on
  


10         Point Judith Road and right now I've got a septic
  


11         system and I was hoping some day in the future --
  


12         septic's not going to last forever, I was hoping
  


13         that we would have sewers.  I assumed that sooner
  


14         or later as the Town develops a little more we'd
  


15         probably need a sewer line all the way up Point
  


16         Judith Road, so I can anticipate I'll have to
  


17         spend more money trying to connect my sewer now
  


18         that you have a cable up there.  And I'm worried
  


19         that maybe this cable would prevent me from
  


20         trying to get the line across or underneath or
  


21         whatever.  So I have an issue -- I have an issue
  


22         with the location even going up Point Judith
  


23         Road.
  


24             You know, it just seems so logical that it
  


25         should be in Charlestown where there's already a







Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


OCTA Deepwater Wind Project - December 11, 2013


47


  
 1         line coming from Block Island.  You know, we
  


 2         should be alongside that line, somewhere around
  


 3         that line.  Now you disturb the same bed that you
  


 4         had before so you're not really having any
  


 5         additional adverse effect that you would have
  


 6         coming up this way, so it's just a logical thing.
  


 7             And it's obvious these guys -- you know,
  


 8         obviously Deepwater just wants lowest cost.
  


 9         Well, lowest cost, you pay for lowest cost.  You
  


10         have environmental issues or whatever issues you
  


11         have.
  


12             Go back there to -- go back there to
  


13         Charlestown, run the line up there if you're
  


14         going to run the line up.  See what the costs are
  


15         and let's look at the costs going that way
  


16         instead of that way.  Just the right thing to do.
  


17             And then the other issue is the 3 percent or
  


18         the additional cost as times goes on, this 3
  


19         percent increase in our electricity because of
  


20         this.  You know, normally when you bill something
  


21         you have startup costs, debugging costs, so
  


22         normally as time goes on the cost may even be
  


23         reduced as far as Deepwater's concerned because
  


24         now all their -- all their unforeseen problems
  


25         are gone.  They have lower costs.  The







Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


OCTA Deepwater Wind Project - December 11, 2013


48


  
 1         maintenance should be lower now because they
  


 2         debugged and fixed some of the issues that they
  


 3         had.  Their costs are going to go down a little
  


 4         bit as time goes on, probably a lot, yet they're
  


 5         asking us to pay more as users.  It's just wrong.
  


 6         You know, it should be dead level if not less.
  


 7         We should experience less cost if that's what
  


 8         they see.
  


 9             So, you know, I lose confidence in what
  


10         they're doing when they do that to us.  It's kind
  


11         of like, hey, we want more money out of you.
  


12         It's a money thing only.  It's not a green thing.
  


13         It's a money thing only from their prospective.
  


14         And we have to account and, say, okay, let's look
  


15         at the money a little more carefully.
  


16             And for those who speak to the global issues,
  


17         global warming, well, you know, I -- you know,
  


18         what made me angry is I read this -- I read this
  


19         article here in the paper August 31st, wind power
  


20         less costly than solar.  Okay?  Then I go to
  


21         Bloomberg, Bloomberg here October 14th.  Okay?
  


22         Solar power went down looks like below 15 at 14.
  


23         So he's telling me at $0.24, I'm looking here
  


24         less than $0.15.  He's not telling us the truth?
  


25         This company is not telling -- is putting up
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 1         propaganda paper, got this propaganda thing
  


 2         going.  That's what it looked like to me.  I'm
  


 3         not going to say he lied.  I don't know.  Maybe
  


 4         he didn't know.  I assume he didn't know when he
  


 5         made that statement.  I have to assume that.
  


 6             But now I see -- and this is -- this is
  


 7         proven by the United States Army, Sundial Capital
  


 8         Partners.  The Army has spent 10,000,000 to equip
  


 9         special forces units with Sundial systems.  So
  


10         the Army has already verified or used this so
  


11         these costs must be verified with the -- so we
  


12         have a proven system here.
  


13             Why are we -- why are we burdening our
  


14         electric payers with $0.24 when we've got $0.14
  


15         here?  So obviously, you know, they're just
  


16         looking at their cost, not our cost.  Okay?
  


17             So, now, they need to come to Charlestown,
  


18         they need to get the cost down to 9 or $0.10
  


19         where it belongings.  Okay.  If they can't do
  


20         that -- it's like any other venture.  If the
  


21         costs are not in line, they can't do it.  They
  


22         just can't do it.  They shouldn't be allowed to
  


23         do it.  And for you to go along with it, to me,
  


24         it's almost a conspiracy you going along with a
  


25         bad idea.   Global warming can be fixed better
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 1         with this solar power than the wood power and
  


 2         it's proven.
  


 3             And I'll leave this with you -- I'm going to
  


 4         leave this with you so you can go and verify
  


 5         this -- you know, verify this and see if I'm
  


 6         wrong because I didn't -- I didn't contact
  


 7         Sundial.  I wanted to, but I -- you know, I feel
  


 8         that right now this is an injustice to today's
  


 9         rate payers.  This is not the rate.  Let them go
  


10         back and sharpen their pencils and then come back
  


11         to us with another proposal that's more in line.
  


12         Thank you.
  


13                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


14         speaker is Fred Leeder.
  


15                  MR. LEEDER:  Good evening.  Thank you
  


16         for having the hearing.
  


17                  MR. BIANCULLI:  If you could spell your
  


18         last name.
  


19                  MR. LEEDER:  Yes.  My name is Fred
  


20         Leeder, L-E-E-D-E-R, a 30-year resident of Block
  


21         Island.  I'm not part of any elite sort of
  


22         anything.  Came to Block Island from
  


23         Narragansett, actually.  I lived here for several
  


24         years.  Basically went out there with a milk
  


25         crate full of books and a duffle bag full of
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 1         clothes.  Worked multiple jobs, tried to get
  


 2         ahead, learned a lot about living within your
  


 3         means and on a budget that's workable.  Along the
  


 4         way, I was able to build a house.  Most of the
  


 5         Block Island people here helped me in one way
  


 6         another.  Mr. Wilson, not important, but the
  


 7         other guys know who they are.
  


 8             And in working within my means, I decided to
  


 9         go off the grid.  I have not been connected to
  


10         the electric grid for the 20 years I've lived in
  


11         my house.  I have solar panels and a small
  


12         windmill.  The gentleman spoke about $0.15, I
  


13         assume it's KW solar power.  I'd like to know
  


14         where to get some of that because I sure as heck
  


15         can't buy it for that.
  


16             We can't continue as a nation, as a people
  


17         globally, to go on the way we are going using
  


18         fossil fuel.  It's just -- it's not sustainable.
  


19         There's a limit to everything.  There's only so
  


20         much of this stuff out here, out there, and
  


21         it's -- it's kind of shameful what we do with
  


22         that.  We're -- as Americans, we use way more
  


23         than our share of everything and we create way
  


24         more of our share of waste than anyone.
  


25             You know, this project, as much as I support
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 1         it, it's not going to stop global warming.  Guess
  


 2         what, that genie's not in the bottle, folks, but
  


 3         we've got to start somewhere.  We can't continue
  


 4         the fossil fuel path.
  


 5             I've heard a lot of objections both at home
  


 6         on Block Island and some good ones here.  I've
  


 7         heard that the people at the FAA might require
  


 8         lights, warning lights on these towers.  I
  


 9         remember we had a big party when the lighthouses
  


10         at the southeast and the north light were relit.
  


11         Sometimes light's a bad thing.
  


12             I understand that the all the birds in the
  


13         world could return to Chutney (sic) by these
  


14         blades.  I don't really know about that.
  


15             Just tonight I've heard about releasing all
  


16         these greenhouse gases by digging the cable.
  


17         Yeah, probably, but what about the greenhouse
  


18         gases that are going to be offset with the fuel
  


19         we don't burn, well, that million gallons of
  


20         diesel we burn every year on Block Island?
  


21             Something about the fish traps.  There's a
  


22         professional outfit called Dig Safe that tells
  


23         you where the cables are.  I would think there
  


24         would be something similar going on here.
  


25             The hazardous chemicals, there could be, but,
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 1         you know, all this fossil fuel stuff is producing
  


 2         a lot of hazardous chemicals, too.
  


 3             We've reached a point, I think, as a people
  


 4         of society where it's time to try something.  We
  


 5         can't just keep tap dancing around the issue and
  


 6         say it's a great idea but this is an imperfect
  


 7         project.  Somewhere somebody ate the first
  


 8         Quahog.  You know, we've got to try it.
  


 9             And the objections I'm hearing seem to be
  


10         they're trying to hold this project hostage just
  


11         to keep it from coming to pass in the first
  


12         place.
  


13             A gentleman spoke up that the project is
  


14         outdated.  Well, if we don't do this -- this
  


15         project's been going on probably for ten years, I
  


16         think, so if we scrap this and start again it's
  


17         going to be another ten years and we'll fight
  


18         over that, and that's at least 20 years out.  I'd
  


19         like to see this in my lifetime.
  


20             I hear the rate payers of the State are going
  


21         to be adversely affected.  People forget but
  


22         Block Island is Rhode Island, too.  There's
  


23         people out there just trying to eke out a living.
  


24         And, you know, we -- we're good neighbors.  We
  


25         bring a lot of traffic through Narragansett and
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 1         we kick in a lot hotel taxes and such to the
  


 2         state.
  


 3             The beach is, I believe, a state beach, not a
  


 4         Narragansett issue.
  


 5             Our businesses on the Island are in need of
  


 6         relief.  The cost of electricity is really
  


 7         hurting some of these small businesses that our
  


 8         economy depends on.  And speaking of businesses,
  


 9         just Block Island residents spend an awful lot of
  


10         money right here in Narragansett.  Believe me,
  


11         Stop & Shop's cheaper than our grocery store.
  


12             So we've reached a point it's just -- it's
  


13         time to stop just doing lip service and saying,
  


14         oh, yes, I support green energy and we need to do
  


15         this.  Here we have something that's actually
  


16         happening can be done.  Is it perfect?  No.
  


17         Might not be.
  


18             You know, we talked about -- someone said,
  


19         well, a cable to Block Island will take care of
  


20         this.  Well, Bill Gates isn't going to walk
  


21         through that door with his checkbook and buy
  


22         Block Island a cable.  So I fully support this
  


23         project.
  


24             I have one more comment in closing.  Recently
  


25         reading in a book by a gentleman named Bill
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 1         Bryson (ph) who actually closed his book with a
  


 2         comment by carbon footprint, and it was the
  


 3         effect that a person living in Tanganyika takes
  


 4         about a year to produce the same amount of carbon
  


 5         that somebody in Europe produces in
  


 6         two-and-a-half days and someone in the United
  


 7         States produces in just over 24 hours.  Time to
  


 8         think about this, folks.  Thank you, very much.
  


 9                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is
  


10         Catherine Bowes.
  


11                  MS. BOWES:  Hello.  My name is Catherine
  


12         Bowes, B-O-W-E-S, and I'm here tonight on behalf
  


13         of the National Wildlife Federation and our over
  


14         13,000 members across Rhode Island, many of which
  


15         live here in Narragansett who share and support
  


16         our mission of protecting wildlife.  And as an
  


17         organization, wildlife advocacy organization, we
  


18         fundamentally believe that climate change is the
  


19         single greatest threat facing wildlife today here
  


20         in Rhode Island, across the country and around
  


21         the globe.
  


22             We need only to look at each intensifying
  


23         storm ravaging our coast as evidence that things
  


24         are changing.  We know that climate change is
  


25         real and we know what's causing it.   We know
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 1         that carbon emissions from our reliance on fossil
  


 2         fuels are dramatically changing our climate and
  


 3         leading to increasingly devastating effects on
  


 4         wildlife habitat.  We know that the only way we
  


 5         can confront this threat is to rapidly and
  


 6         responsibly transition to clean energy, and
  


 7         because of that National Wildlife Federation
  


 8         strongly supports the development of offshore
  


 9         wind power and we're following this issue very
  


10         closely.
  


11             We take all development and wildlife habitat
  


12         very seriously.  We believe offshore wind power
  


13         can be developed responsibly and that it needs to
  


14         be developed responsibly and we are strong
  


15         supporters of the Block Island wind farm because
  


16         we believe it meets that test.  We believe there
  


17         was an incredible amount of leadership from the
  


18         public and private sector here in Rhode Island
  


19         through the Ocean Special Area Management Plan to
  


20         identify appropriate sites for renewable energy
  


21         off our shores.  And we believe that the plan
  


22         proposed by Deepwater Wind will allow the
  


23         construction of an offshore wind project in an
  


24         environmentally responsible way, particularly
  


25         with concerns with respect to issues related to
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 1         right whales which were mentioned by some earlier
  


 2         speakers.  We believe the company has taken great
  


 3         care to develop a construction plan for that
  


 4         project that takes that issue into account.
  


 5             As many of the speakers have discussed
  


 6         already, we are at a moment in this country where
  


 7         we really need to begin a transition and shift
  


 8         away from fossil fuels.  We've got to get
  


 9         started.  Europe has been producing thousands of
  


10         megawatts of power from offshore winds for over
  


11         20 years.  There are 60 projects up and spinning
  


12         around the world producing tens of thousands of
  


13         jobs and bringing clean energy online overseas.
  


14         It's time for America to catch up.  Other
  


15         countries around the world are also beginning to
  


16         mobilize and tap their off shore resources,
  


17         Japan, China.  It's time -- we have an incredible
  


18         domestic energy source sitting right off our
  


19         shores here in New England and we believe it's
  


20         time to move forward.
  


21             With respect to the issue actually in front
  


22         of the Department of Environmental Management
  


23         today, we do strongly support the cable landing
  


24         application at issue.  We realize that unlike all
  


25         of the many issues that are being discussed here
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 1         today, that actually is the decision before you
  


 2         today is to approve that cable landing
  


 3         application and we do believe that the project is
  


 4         proposed in a way that will not adversely effect
  


 5         water quality or wildlife habitat in the area.
  


 6             Again, National Wildlife Federation is an
  


 7         organization with over a 75-year history of
  


 8         speaking up for wildlife and we strongly believe
  


 9         that this project is good for wildlife here in
  


10         Rhode Island and we strongly urge you to support
  


11         it.  Thank you.
  


12                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is
  


13         James O'Neill.
  


14                  MR. O'NEIL:  Good evening.  My name is
  


15         James E. O'Neil with one L and I'm a resident of
  


16         Narragansett for about 54 years now and I happen
  


17         to have the luxury of being a resident of Block
  


18         Island as well.
  


19             And at the onset I'd like to say that I went
  


20         to Block Island because I thought I'd go over
  


21         there to relax and get away from issues, and it
  


22         was very far from my mind to think that I would
  


23         be involved in this, but it is.  It's important.
  


24             I don't have a client.  I'm representing
  


25         myself as a citizen.  I work with the Deepwater
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 1         Resistance.  And I don't have a particular
  


 2         client, but I do have a dog in this fight as they
  


 3         say.
  


 4             I think it's very important that Block
  


 5         Islanders -- and I say Block Islanders -- people
  


 6         who reside on Block Island summer and winter,
  


 7         there's not a heck of a lot of real islanders
  


 8         left, but there's people who reside there year
  


 9         around and their plight needs to be recognized.
  


10             There's a -- I'd like to assure them that we
  


11         all recognize that the Island needs relief.  When
  


12         I say "relief," I mean prompt relief from the
  


13         exorbitant utility rates that they've been
  


14         compelled to pay over the many years.
  


15             But it's important for us also to recognize
  


16         that those exorbitant rates are not the fault of
  


17         any one party or person or entity.  It really --
  


18         the rates are the fault of all of us as Rhode
  


19         Islanders, every one of us in this state, because
  


20         we fail to link our arms together as one
  


21         community and to seek sound solutions to serious
  


22         problems.  That's a pervasive problem that we see
  


23         throughout the state and throughout many issues
  


24         that confront us.
  


25             I became involved in this issue in February
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 1         of 2010 when I happened to read a little bit
  


 2         about it and I called a member of the Governor
  


 3         Carcieri's Stakeholders Committee as a professor
  


 4         at Brown, engineering professor.
  


 5             Some things didn't make sense to me.  I kind
  


 6         of smelled a rat, as they say.  When I was a
  


 7         prosecutor for 20 years, I put a lot of people in
  


 8         jail, a lot of fraud, a lot of public corruption.
  


 9         My antenna went up.
  


10             I listened to that professor for about an
  


11         hour and a quarter.  It was 5:00 o'clock.  It was
  


12         a lousy February day.  I was sitting in my office
  


13         by myself.  And I just listened to him, listened
  


14         to his dissenting views, but he was a lonesome --
  


15         he was a lonesome voice in Governor Carcieri's
  


16         Stakeholders Committee.
  


17             I know that we're here tonight just to view
  


18         the credibility of a very limited dimension of
  


19         the overall project, water quality certificate,
  


20         dredging permits.  And we don't mean to put you
  


21         in an awkward position because we all have gone
  


22         way beyond the scope of that issue that you folks
  


23         are confronted with tonight, but what I'd like
  


24         suggest to you is that you take the message home
  


25         loud and clear -- "home," I mean to the
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 1         Department -- that many of us expressed very good
  


 2         solid reasons why this is a poor project for
  


 3         Rhode Island.
  


 4             You know, there's an old adage that the chain
  


 5         is only as strong as its weakest link, so we
  


 6         can't bifurcate every issue that confronts this
  


 7         project and say, well, it's their responsibility
  


 8         or it's their responsibility.  I just happened to
  


 9         look at this in a very myopic fashion.  And I
  


10         think Joy McCarthy alluded to the fact that we
  


11         would be looking at this as a -- in a very myopic
  


12         fashion because we were just concerned with a
  


13         water quality certificate and a dredging permit.
  


14             So I think it's important that you at DEM
  


15         look at this project in a more holistic sense.
  


16             And I have correspondence that I drafted to
  


17         present to you.  I'm going to try to outline that
  


18         briefly as I can.  We look at Black Point, I
  


19         think there's a need for us to harken back in
  


20         history to what Black Point was all about.  And
  


21         I -- I must say that I -- I hear all these
  


22         dedicated young environmentalists, which I
  


23         consider myself one, and I want to link arms with
  


24         them, I want to give them a hug and say, hey, I'm
  


25         with you but I don't want them to be had.  And







Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


OCTA Deepwater Wind Project - December 11, 2013


62


  
 1         they're being had by this discourse over this
  


 2         issue.  Because there's nobody here, I don't
  


 3         think, that's not for renewable energy.  I think
  


 4         every one of us are for renewable energy.  All of
  


 5         us think about climate change.  We all want
  


 6         relief from fossil fuel.
  


 7             That's not what's before us.  What's before
  


 8         us is how do we proceed in a sound, sane fashion
  


 9         to address the problem that we're confronted
  


10         with, the problem of relieving ourselves from
  


11         dependency on fossil fuel?
  


12             There's a number of statements that have been
  


13         offered this evening that I could take issue
  


14         with, but I don't think it's appropriate to take
  


15         issue with any one person, their position.  I do
  


16         wish people would identify themselves if they're
  


17         on Deepwater's payroll.  That would kind of give
  


18         me a little idea as to what motivates their
  


19         testimony, but we're not in the cross-examination
  


20         posture.  We're just here to ask you to carry the
  


21         message back to Providence.
  


22             Black Point, for those of you who are not
  


23         aware, was saved in 1986.  They talk about a
  


24         Donnybrook.  That's an Irish term.  And that was
  


25         quite a Donnybrook.  And myself, Terry Tierney,
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 1         other attorneys, Richard Willie (sic) from the
  


 2         Island were on the front lines of that battle
  


 3         with Downing Corporation.  They wanted to put
  


 4         about 80 condominium units down there at Black
  


 5         Point.
  


 6             I can remember being before CRMC which was
  


 7         not an ally of environmental initiatives at all
  


 8         times in those days, and the chairman putting his
  


 9         finger right in my face when I was AG.
  


10             I can remember the concrete workers would
  


11         line the walls shipped in by Downing Corporation
  


12         trying to stand there with their arms folded and
  


13         intimidate us so our voices wouldn't be heard.
  


14             Well, thanks to the people of Narragansett
  


15         and elsewhere we saved Black Point for the
  


16         public.  That was a long, hard-fought battle.
  


17         And now the public enjoys Black Point.
  


18             And out of that, CRMC categorized the waters
  


19         abutting Black Point as Type 1 waters.  Type 1
  


20         waters, as you well know, cause for strict
  


21         scrutiny with respect to any adverse impact on
  


22         any of the environmental factors associated with
  


23         Type 1 waters.  I need not list them out, but it
  


24         calls for a microscope to be used to examine
  


25         whether or not dredging or a water quality
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 1         certificate is in any way going to compromise the
  


 2         quality of those waters.
  


 3             Now, the goal of CRMC was to preserve and
  


 4         protect those waters and any uses that have the
  


 5         potential to degrade the scenic wildlife and
  


 6         plant habitat values.
  


 7             I've appended to my correspondence to you,
  


 8         Mr. Gagnon, it's an old article, it's called
  


 9         "Black Point Blues."  It isn't a song but it
  


10         could be, but it tells you all about that fight,
  


11         and I unfortunately don't know what the
  


12         publication was that printed this, but it's
  


13         appended to my correspondence.
  


14             And the other dimension of the concept of the
  


15         use of that land that I bring to your attention
  


16         is Deepwater, LLC, Deepwater Wind, LLC, chartered
  


17         in the State of Delaware, which, in fact, is
  


18         controlled by D.E. Shaw, the hedge fund in New
  


19         York that has the money to support this
  


20         initiative, is taking public land and using it
  


21         for one's private use.
  


22             Now, there's a concept in the law that can be
  


23         applied here.  You cannot take public land and
  


24         use it for private use unless you pay heed to all
  


25         the requirements that would be put forth if an
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 1         individual were going to be using that property
  


 2         in that town.
  


 3             A longwinded way of saying that the Town of
  


 4         Narragansett has a Zoning Board, it has a
  


 5         Planning Board, and when you use the public land
  


 6         for private use, that's one of the stops along
  


 7         the way.  That challenge has never been addressed
  


 8         by anyone.
  


 9             I stand to be corrected, but I think it's an
  


10         arguable position, issue to take, arguable
  


11         position I should say.
  


12             Now, the citizens of Narragansett packed this
  


13         hall, they stood loud and clear, and they said,
  


14         "we don't want this cable in our town."  Well,
  


15         our town doesn't -- line doesn't stop at the
  


16         Coast Guard station.  It stops at the Coast Guard
  


17         station way down in Point Judith, but it doesn't
  


18         stop here at the end of the town beach.
  


19         Our voices were heard loud and clear and now a
  


20         private entity seeks to co-op another dimension
  


21         of our town, albeit a dimension that's owned by
  


22         the State of Rhode Island.
  


23             Now, the other thought that I would share
  


24         with you is a public policy issue.
  


25                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I thought we were
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 1         limited to five minutes.
  


 2                  MR. GAGNON:  We have time.  We'll give
  


 3         him a second.
  


 4                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I understand, but
  


 5         everybody else held themselves to five minutes.
  


 6                  MR. O'NEIL:  That's all right, my
  


 7         friend.  I put 26 years into my government.  I'd
  


 8         like to be heard.
  


 9                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I understand
  


10         that.  You seem to be politicking.
  


11                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Rules are the
  


12         rules.  The rules are the rules.
  


13                  MR. GAGNON:  We'll wrap it up.  Just
  


14         please let him finish.
  


15                  MR. O'NEIL:  Now, when you look at
  


16         public policy, I've appended to my correspondence
  


17         to you the position of the six governors of the
  


18         State of Rhode Island.  I think one of the
  


19         speakers earlier, one of the young
  


20         environmentalists, alluded to this.  And you will
  


21         see the language is abundantly clear that the six
  


22         governors including our Governor, Governor
  


23         Chafee, were pursuing measures aimed at bringing
  


24         cleaner, more reliable and cheaper energy to the
  


25         region.
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 1             Marion Gold quoted the $0.08 per kilowatt
  


 2         that wind energy would be available from the
  


 3         State of Maine.  That speaks volumes.
  


 4             To endorse this project is contrary to public
  


 5         policy that's been articulated but about two
  


 6         weeks ago and reported in the Providence Journal.
  


 7             The figures have been bantered around about
  


 8         cost and the economy, impact on the economy, and
  


 9         I have great respect for everybody from Block
  


10         Island that's here, but don't be misled, it might
  


11         say 90 to 130,000,000 you're going to save,
  


12         that's not the answer because you're paying $0.54
  


13         and change now, this project's going to be from
  


14         24.4 up to an estimated above $0.40.  You'll be
  


15         back where you began by the end of this voyage.
  


16             And the rate payers, don't be deceived, pay
  


17         for the demolition costs of a 15- to 20-year
  


18         shelf life of the 650-foot turbines that lay in
  


19         the ocean off the southeast leg.  So it's going
  


20         to come back to bite you in the backside, as they
  


21         say.
  


22             And you'll pay for the maintenance, you'll
  


23         pay for the cable installation.  And when we talk
  


24         about fossil fuel, let's think about the service,
  


25         like my friend Kevin Hunt probably might want to
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 1         testify, and he happens to run a tugboat.  How
  


 2         much fossil fuel do you burn on that baby going
  


 3         back and forth?
  


 4             So all of this -- all of these factors should
  


 5         serve as a clarion call to all that Deepwater is
  


 6         really a project that is contrary to public
  


 7         policy.
  


 8             And I'll wind up with this.  If you look out
  


 9         at the proposed installation site and you look to
  


10         the left, you'll see Mr. Glitten's fish traps
  


11         that have been there for years.  Norris Pike and
  


12         I impact (sic) fish at the co-op together
  


13         50 years ago or 54 years ago, whatever it was,
  


14         and Glitten's had those fish traps probably that
  


15         long.  Now, I don't know if anybody's done a
  


16         study to see what impact it's going to have on
  


17         the fish traps or not.  If there was done, good.
  


18         I'm glad it was done.
  


19             But I do know one thing, I haven't seen any
  


20         mention of our illustrious sewage treatment plant
  


21         which lies about maybe, oh, a half,
  


22         three-quarters of a mile south of the proposed
  


23         cable.
  


24             Years ago some not very clear thinking people
  


25         saw that it would be -- thought it would be wise
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 1         to put a sewage treatment plant right in our
  


 2         pristine beach area.  Now, that discharges all of
  


 3         our waste and gets overloaded if it comes in from
  


 4         the co-op.
  


 5             Now, when you dig down, if that's the area
  


 6         you travel from, you're going to make methane gas
  


 7         that will choke a horse.  It's not a place that's
  


 8         going to -- that one's going to want to travel to
  


 9         spend a nice, sunny summer day.
  


10                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How much fossil
  


11         fuel does a coal plant --
  


12                  MR. GAGNON:  Let him finish.
  


13                  MR. O'NEIL:  In closing I'll say, if
  


14         you're concerned about 38 Studios as most
  


15         citizens are, that's going to look like an inside
  


16         pitch by Kurt Schilling compared to the negative
  


17         dimensions of this project as proposed.  But an
  


18         inside game from the get-go.
  


19             I urge you, our government as appointed
  


20         officials, to check that inside game to stop this
  


21         project now and get to work in giving Block
  


22         Island the relief it deserves.  Thank you.
  


23                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Remember Jim
  


24         O'Neill on election day everybody.
  


25                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's a
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 1         politician.
  


 2                  MR. GAGNON:  Please hold the comments.
  


 3         We've got about 12 more speakers to get to.
  


 4                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Folks, if we could keep
  


 5         silent and give some respect to the speakers.
  


 6                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Review the facts.
  


 7                  MR. O'REILY:  Who are you?
  


 8                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You don't need to
  


 9         know.
  


10                  MR. O'REILY:  I don't need to know.
  


11         Doesn't that speak volumes, folks?
  


12                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Please keep quiet until
  


13         we're finished.  Henry DuPont, please.
  


14                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'm the guy you
  


15         called me for a favor.  You didn't even know me,
  


16         but I was on the other end of the phone.
  


17                  MR. DuPONT:  Good evening.  Thank you
  


18         for having this hearing tonight.  My name is
  


19         Henry DuPont, D-U-P-O-N-T.  I'm a Block Island
  


20         resident for 35 years, and I'm not on the
  


21         Deepwater payroll.  I'm a former Block Island New
  


22         Shoreham Town Council member, and because of my
  


23         energy background I've served on numerous study
  


24         committees and energy task forces to evaluate
  


25         ways to reduce Block Island's energy costs.  And
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 1         the cable solution is the only viable solution.
  


 2         So we on Block Island are happy that the
  


 3         Deepwater Wind Project makes this opportunity
  


 4         available to us.
  


 5             I was also the wind energy project manager
  


 6         for the Nasa DOA wind energy project on Block
  


 7         Island from 1976 to 1983 and have been involved
  


 8         in wind energy engineering consulting for the
  


 9         last 35 years.
  


10             Most recently I worked for COWI, which is one
  


11         of the largest offshore wind energy consulting
  


12         firms in the world and they have designed over
  


13         1,000 megawatts of offshore wind energy projects.
  


14         So I'm quite familiar with the offshore wind
  


15         collection systems, the transmission cables and
  


16         especially the onshore/offshore innerface and the
  


17         runs to the substation.
  


18             I've reviewed the Deepwater Wind application
  


19         for water quality certification and dredging and,
  


20         in my opinion, the design of the Deepwater Wind
  


21         Project that you're considering today, the cable
  


22         runs, is in accordance with best industry design
  


23         practices.
  


24             You heard about the benefits of this project
  


25         to Block Island which include an addition or
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 1         greater than 2,000,000 a year savings by the
  


 2         electric power consumers, and of this I just
  


 3         wanted to point out, 600,000 is what the Town's
  


 4         share of this would be which would be shared by
  


 5         all the taxpayers of Block Island.
  


 6             We on Block Island don't understand what the
  


 7         opposition to the issue is and we also don't
  


 8         understand why you're being asked to consider
  


 9         issues that are clearly outside of the DEM's
  


10         jurisdiction in granting these permits.
  


11             Especially with regard to the cable and its
  


12         health and public safety issues where the cable
  


13         comes ashore.  There's certainly heavily shielded
  


14         cables like this that are running this deep in
  


15         the ground that should not be detectable by
  


16         humans and certainly should not cause any of the
  


17         kind of health impacts that have been described
  


18         by earlier speakers.
  


19             So I urge you to grant the applicant the
  


20         water quality certificate and dredging permit.
  


21         And I thank you for setting up these hearings and
  


22         allowing us to address it.
  


23                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


24         speaker is Terrance Tierney.
  


25                  MR. TIERNEY:  Good evening.  My name is
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 1         Terrance Tierney, spelled T-I-E-R-N-E-Y.  I'm an
  


 2         attorney at law in Newport, Rhode Island.  And
  


 3         I'm speaking tonight on behalf of my clients
  


 4         Michael and Maggie Dalia (ph) of Block Island in
  


 5         opposition to Deepwater Wind's request for a
  


 6         dredging permit and water quality certification
  


 7         for the construction of a proposed electric
  


 8         transmission cable between Block Island and the
  


 9         mainland.
  


10             As you know, components of the transmission
  


11         system including the Scarborough Beach
  


12         alternative require a permit under Section 10 of
  


13         the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the
  


14         Clean Water Act and, therefore, require a water
  


15         quality certification under Section 401 of the
  


16         Clean Water Act and that's for good reason.
  


17             I want to step aside for a second from my
  


18         comments and commend DEM for providing this basic
  


19         right to at least comment at a public forum on
  


20         this unprecedented request to develop publicly
  


21         owned coastal resources for a private benefit.
  


22             In stark contrast, as you know, the United
  


23         States Army Corps of Engineers has not provided
  


24         such an opportunity for a public hearing with
  


25         regard to Deepwater's request to develop







Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


OCTA Deepwater Wind Project - December 11, 2013


74


  
 1         federally controlled coastal resources, and it
  


 2         apparently sees no need to allow the public to
  


 3         even comment at a public hearing on these plans
  


 4         to dredge federal waters.
  


 5             We view the actions of the Army Corps of
  


 6         Engineers as being a disgrace in a democratic
  


 7         society.
  


 8             Now, my clients previously presented comments
  


 9         to DEM in opposition to plans to land the
  


10         proposed cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  As we
  


11         pointed out last April during a public hearing on
  


12         this proposal, RIDEM's public notice erroneously
  


13         claimed that the transmission cable from Block
  


14         Island would make landfall at the Narragansett
  


15         Town Beach.  We asserted that the public hearing
  


16         should not have been convened until permission
  


17         from the Town of Narragansett had been secured
  


18         and noted that it was premature for RIDEM to ask
  


19         the public to review and comment on the
  


20         environmental impacts of the project because a
  


21         landing site had not been secured and the
  


22         proposed landing site might never be allowed.
  


23             Well, as it turns out the applicant later
  


24         withdrew its request to the Town in the face of
  


25         overwhelming opposition to the project and the
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 1         Narragansett Town Council has since denied
  


 2         permission to use any Town property for the
  


 3         transmission cable.
  


 4             So when it turned a blind eye to the lack of
  


 5         local permission and proceeded to schedule a
  


 6         hearing on what was an incomplete application
  


 7         last April, RIDEM basically just wasted
  


 8         everyone's time and forced us to come back here
  


 9         in December.
  


10             As was pointed out to RIDEM last April during
  


11         the public hearing, no genuine examination of
  


12         alternatives to the project has yet taken place
  


13         and that's due to the applicant's outright
  


14         refusal to discuss alternatives within the
  


15         environmental report that has been submitted to
  


16         regulatory agencies.
  


17             Numerous preferable alternatives exist for
  


18         meeting this state's renewable energy goals
  


19         without sacrificing our environmental quality,
  


20         yet they still have not been evaluated.
  


21         Therefore, in deciding whether Deepwater has
  


22         satisfied its burden of proof to support issuance
  


23         of the requested permits, DEM needs to address
  


24         the questions that have been left unanswered in
  


25         the application and in the recent modification of







Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


OCTA Deepwater Wind Project - December 11, 2013


76


  
 1         the environmental report for this project.  These
  


 2         include the basic questions of whether the
  


 3         project is even needed and whether the purported
  


 4         benefits can be realized by alternative means
  


 5         that will not cause the short-term and long-term
  


 6         adverse impacts that are documented in the
  


 7         applicant's own environmental report.
  


 8             Rather than relying solely on the applicant's
  


 9         self-serving minimization of the expected
  


10         environmental consequences of dredging miles of
  


11         ocean floor and from installing and then
  


12         abandoning tons of heavy metal in the ocean,
  


13         RIDEM should undertake its own independent
  


14         assessment of the ecological consequences of this
  


15         proposal.
  


16             The applicant's environmental report that has
  


17         now been modified to reflect Deepwater's change
  


18         in plans has severely underestimated the
  


19         cumulative impacts that are expected to occur
  


20         from the proposed dredging activities.
  


21             Since the time the environmental report was
  


22         first submitted much has changed in terms of
  


23         offshore wind.  The subject project is not a
  


24         demonstration project as represented since the
  


25         applicant has now secured rights to develop a
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 1         much larger wind farm in offshore federal waters
  


 2         and plans to do so.
  


 3             Because this larger project is proceeding,
  


 4         the Department must consider the cumulative
  


 5         impacts from dredging for both the subject
  


 6         project as well as the upcoming, much larger
  


 7         offshore wind farm.
  


 8             Deepwater's environmental report fails to
  


 9         even acknowledge such cumulative impacts and they
  


10         have not been examined by anyone.  So before
  


11         RIDEM issues any permits, it really needs to face
  


12         reality here and factor into the decision the
  


13         prospect of cumulative adverse impacts from the
  


14         wind farm that's coming our way.
  


15             An independent review of impact and
  


16         alternatives is essential because the project
  


17         proponent has downplayed the impacts that can be
  


18         expected to flow from the project.  The applicant
  


19         has admitted, for instance, that winter flounder
  


20         have designated a central fish habitat within the
  


21         project area, yet it inappropriately dismisses
  


22         the expected losses to such habitat as minimal.
  


23             We completely disagree.  Winter flounder is
  


24         an important commercial fish species and source
  


25         of food, yet they are in severe decline in this
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 1         region, as you know.  Deepwater's plans to use a
  


 2         dredging method that will bury winter flounder
  


 3         eggs and larvae for many miles will only worsen
  


 4         the situation and will certainly impede the
  


 5         recovery of this important fish species.
  


 6             We should not allow juvenile adult winter
  


 7         flounder to be buried too deep in sand and
  


 8         sediment to survive when many available
  


 9         alternatives to doing so exist but have yet to be
  


10         explored.
  


11             Additionally, impacts the fish from the
  


12         electromagnetic fields that will emanate from the
  


13         energized cables will -- are not well understood
  


14         in the scientific community, and additional
  


15         research should be required in order to support
  


16         the application.
  


17             Reliance by Deepwater on mere theories about
  


18         such impacts and on a so-called theoretical
  


19         detection level with regard to EMF exposure is
  


20         simply not acceptable.  Science should guide your
  


21         decision and the applicant has not met its burden
  


22         of proof with regard to this critical issue by
  


23         relying on unproven theories by paid consultants
  


24         rather than unbiased scientific studies.
  


25             We wish to point out that Deepwater's
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 1         environmental report underestimates the impacts
  


 2         from dredging by assuming that RIDEM will allow
  


 3         it to leave the transmission cable on the ocean
  


 4         floor when it reaches the end of its useful life.
  


 5
  


 6             RIDEM has not granted site permission and it
  


 7         should not allow the applicant's solid waste to
  


 8         litter the ocean for decades to come.  Just as
  


 9         with Deepwater's earlier erroneous assumption
  


10         about plans to use Narragansett Town Beach as a
  


11         landing zone, RIDEM should not permit the
  


12         applicant to make unwarranted assumptions that
  


13         serve to hide the total impact of the
  


14         environment -- to the environment that can be
  


15         expected.
  


16             Until the day comes where RIDEM approves
  


17         Deepwater's plans to leave miles of the ocean
  


18         bottom flooded with junk in the form of an
  


19         abandoned cable, the applicant should be required
  


20         to at least assess the impacts associated with
  


21         removal of the cable which must be at least equal
  


22         to the impacts that have been identified from the
  


23         installation process and, therefore, should be
  


24         double the amount of impacts that have been
  


25         documented.
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 1             If RIDEM denies the requested dredging
  


 2         permit, as we believe it should, Deepwater will
  


 3         then have the burden of proof on appeal to show
  


 4         that the issuance of the permit, quote, "will not
  


 5         be contrary to the public interest."  And that,
  


 6         of course, is under Rule 13.5.3.3 of the RIDEM
  


 7         rules and regulations for dredging and the
  


 8         management of dredge materials.
  


 9             RIDEM must, therefore, consider the overall
  


10         public interest in making its decision, including
  


11         the socioeconomic impacts of this cable.  If and
  


12         when RIDEM independently assesses the cost and
  


13         benefits of the project, it will find that the
  


14         project is not needed to satisfy the state's
  


15         renewable energy goals and will, in fact,
  


16         severely harm the economy of the State in many
  


17         ways.
  


18             I just want to briefly make a point about
  


19         what we've heard about the comments about how the
  


20         diesel fuel on Block Island is going to be
  


21         displaced when these wind turbines come online.
  


22         That is a fallacy.  Nothing in law or contract
  


23         requires Block Island's power company to stop
  


24         using the generators.  Instead, it will simply
  


25         use the new cable to wheel power off the







Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


OCTA Deepwater Wind Project - December 11, 2013


81


  
 1         distribution centers where much of the energy
  


 2         will be wasted due to a variety of reasons, so
  


 3         there will be no offset.
  


 4             And I'm challenging you, each and every one
  


 5         of you, to rethink your position in light of this
  


 6         undisputable fact.  Those power generators on
  


 7         Block Island are not going to be shut down just
  


 8         because the turbines are turned on.
  


 9             In closing, let me remind you of the
  


10         legislative findings made by our General Assembly
  


11         in enacting our law on dredging in Chapter 6.1 of
  


12         Title 46 where the legislature stated that,
  


13         quote, "preservation and restoration of
  


14         ecological systems shall be the primary guiding
  


15         principle upon which environmental alteration of
  


16         coastal resources will be measured, judged and
  


17         regulated," end quote.
  


18             With those words in mind, we ask that RIDEM
  


19         deny the request of the dredging permit and water
  


20         quality certification.  Thank you.
  


21                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


22         speaker is James Salafia.
  


23                  MR. SALAFIA:  Hi.  James Salafia,
  


24         S-A-L-A-F-I-A.  Hi everyone.  My name's James
  


25         Salafia.  I'm a recent graduate of the University
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 1         of Rhode Island with a degree in Environmental
  


 2         Science and Management.  I have a strong
  


 3         background in Geographic Information Systems and
  


 4         have experience with geospacial data analysis.
  


 5             I'm highly in favor of the proposed Deepwater
  


 6         Wind Farm because we need to decrease our
  


 7         dependency of obtaining energy through coal
  


 8         burning and other inefficient practices.
  


 9             In records to the Scarborough Beach landing
  


10         site for the transmission cable, I think it's an
  


11         appropriate location, will have relatively low
  


12         impacts, and will prove to be effective.
  


13             We should support efforts for renewable
  


14         energy and efforts to increase air pollution and
  


15         carbon emissions.
  


16             Lastly, coming from quite possibly the
  


17         youngest speaker here and being a recent graduate
  


18         with a large student loans to pay off, I'm a bit
  


19         disappointed that most of the adults here are so
  


20         focused on counting pennies and worried about how
  


21         this will be effecting their spending instead of
  


22         focusing on making an important first step
  


23         towards restoring the balance to our environment
  


24         on a small and global scale.  Thank you.
  


25                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
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 1         speaker is Meg Rogers.
  


 2                  MS. ROGERS:  Good evening and thank you
  


 3         to DEM for holding this hearing in Narragansett
  


 4         tonight.  My name is Meg Rogers and I'm a
  


 5         resident of Narragansett.
  


 6             When the people of Narragansett learned the
  


 7         facts about Deepwater Wind's proposed
  


 8         installation of the cable at our beach, we
  


 9         through our elected officials and the Town
  


10         Council voted five to nothing against the cables
  


11         entering our town's beaches.
  


12             Narragansett Senator Dawson Hodgson has
  


13         reaffirmed this strong opposition to the
  


14         Deepwater Wind Project on behalf of the people
  


15         whom he represents and in whose district the
  


16         trenching and drilling will occur.
  


17             Deepwater Wind wants to dig a trench and lay
  


18         a cable at the beach, which belongs to the people
  


19         of Rhode Island, Scarborough Beach, which, as we
  


20         can see, is one small span of public land.
  


21             And I did want to point out for the benefit
  


22         of those who haven't walked the site, is that
  


23         Scarborough Beach is a very small span of beach.
  


24         In fact, there is a pavilion built right here.
  


25         Right there is the drain for the wastewater and
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 1         right there is where the hole will be dug and the
  


 2         trench will be made, the cut will be made, so
  


 3         it's literally in the middle of Scarborough
  


 4         Beach.  It's not at the north end of the beach as
  


 5         has been asserted.
  


 6             I'm here tonight to state my opposition to
  


 7         the installation of Deepwater Wind's cable and
  


 8         ask you not to issue the permit.  Deepwater Wind
  


 9         has been sold to the General Assembly as a green
  


10         project with potential positive impacts on
  


11         climate change.
  


12             I ask DEM not assume the risk for a project
  


13         that could result in degradation of habitat and
  


14         the local ecology all done in the belief that the
  


15         project could have an impact on sea level rise.
  


16             Does anyone really believe that when
  


17         Deepwater Wind builds its industrial wind
  


18         turbines in Block Island Sound that sea level
  


19         will no longer rise?
  


20             On the other hand, does anyone not really
  


21         believe that the construction, the drilling and
  


22         the maintaining 659-foot industrial size wind
  


23         turbines will impact habitat and ecology in Rhode
  


24         Island's waters?  Who will issue the water
  


25         quality certificate when the blades are rusty and
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 1         abandoned?  When you put a road into an
  


 2         undeveloped forest, you degrade habitat.
  


 3             Tonight we are poised to drill into the
  


 4         waters off Scarborough Beach and our beloved
  


 5         Block Island.  The environmental community has
  


 6         resisted drilling in ANWR, the Alaskan National
  


 7         Wildlife Refuge, because construction and
  


 8         maintenance activities would destroy habitat and
  


 9         impact the local ecology.
  


10             Some might say, well, there's a difference
  


11         between Block Island Sound and ANWR.  Yes, there
  


12         is a difference, a big one.  The difference is
  


13         that the nature conservancy has declared Block
  


14         Island to be one of the last 12 great places in
  


15         the western hemisphere.
  


16             Block Island is home to a national wildlife
  


17         refuge which is located in the Atlantic flyway
  


18         and is a stopover for 70 species of migratory
  


19         song birds.  The National Fish & Wildlife Service
  


20         website tells us, quote, "Block Island is
  


21         internationally recognized as one of the most
  


22         important migratory bird habitats on the East
  


23         Coast attracting hundreds of birders to the
  


24         Island each fall."
  


25             The Nature Conservancy and the Audubon
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 1         Society participate in the management of this
  


 2         refuge.  It is a poorly kept secret that wind
  


 3         turbines kill birds.
  


 4             The Obama administration has recently settled
  


 5         a lawsuit with Duke Energy Company because its
  


 6         wind turbines killed protected birds in Wyoming.
  


 7         In the press releases concerning the Duke Energy
  


 8         settlement, Dr. George Fenwick, President of the
  


 9         American Bird Conservancy, stated that, quote,
  


10         "wind energy is not green if it is killing
  


11         hundreds of thousands of birds."
  


12             In the same release, Dr. Michael Hutchins, an
  


13         international authority on wildlife conservation,
  


14         management and policy, and the author of 220
  


15         scholarly articles and books on wildlife and the
  


16         overseer of the American Bird Conservancies Bird
  


17         Smart Wind Energy Campaign stated that the wind
  


18         energy -- wind industry, excuse me, should be
  


19         treated like other for profit energy industries.
  


20             "We believe it's necessary," said
  


21         Dr. Hutchins, "to enforce development
  


22         restrictions on wind such as avoiding bird
  


23         migration corridors in places where protected
  


24         species and sensitive habitats are present.  When
  


25         the birds die on the Deepwater Wind turbines no
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 1         one will ever know except for Deepwater Wind."
  


 2             Therefore, I would ask Rhode Island DEM to
  


 3         ensure that Deepwater Wind gets the required
  


 4         permits that the Obama administration is now
  


 5         requiring for bird kills.  I ask DEM to enforce
  


 6         all existing and new law protecting migratory and
  


 7         endangered bird species which are likely to fly
  


 8         through the wind turbines during their migration.
  


 9             Block Islanders pay a high price for
  


10         electricity as they do for many things including
  


11         milk and bread.  There are cheaper ways to help
  


12         our neighbors on Block Island solve this problem
  


13         such as a cable between the Island and the
  


14         mainland.  If the public policy in Rhode Island
  


15         is to support lower electric rates on Block
  


16         Island, the PUC could encourage the electric
  


17         company to subsidize their rates.
  


18             Propane, passive solar hot water systems for
  


19         residences and businesses or modern trash to
  


20         energy incinerators are other solutions all
  


21         costing less and posing far less risk to our
  


22         environment.
  


23             The financial cost of this project to the
  


24         people of Rhode Island who are already suffering
  


25         from a struggling economy in the form of higher
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 1         electric rates is in the order of $600,000, but
  


 2         the environmental cost to our families who rely
  


 3         upon fishing, fishing habitats and the damage to
  


 4         the local ecology is yet to be determined.
  


 5             Under oath, Deepwater Wind has testified that
  


 6         only six permanent jobs will be created for Rhode
  


 7         Islanders.  A back-of-the-envelope calculation
  


 8         yields that these jobs will cost Rhode Island
  


 9         rate payers about $4,000,000 a year, 500,000,000
  


10         divided by 20 years divided by six jobs.
  


11             Lastly, the evidence submitted to and agreed
  


12         to by the Public Utilities Commission here in
  


13         Rhode Island is that there is no public benefit
  


14         either economically or environmentally.  It was
  


15         an action of the General Assembly which allowed
  


16         the PUC to approve the power purchase agreement.
  


17             Three former Attorneys General of Rhode
  


18         Island have publicly opposed this project.  This
  


19         is a private business deal authorized by our
  


20         General Assembly which does not affect the DEM's
  


21         decision on location and compliance with law and
  


22         public policy.
  


23             And I'd like to address the directional
  


24         drilling.  Currently, Deepwater Wind has offered
  


25         two options as to how the cable at Scarborough
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 1         could be constructed, a direct cut or a
  


 2         horizontal directional drill.  I urge DEM, if
  


 3         they do consider issuing this ill-advised
  


 4         certificate, to require Deepwater Wind to do the
  


 5         directional drill versus a traditional cut and
  


 6         cover.  A directional drill will protect
  


 7         sensitive habitats but it is more expensive for
  


 8         Deepwater Wind.
  


 9             And how is Deepwater Wind going to cross all
  


10         of the barriers?  That is a question that remains
  


11         unanswered tonight.  Again, I pose the issuance
  


12         of this permit and I ask DEM to consider what
  


13         I've said here tonight.  Thank you.
  


14                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


15         speaker is Roy Coulombe.
  


16                  MR. COULOMBE:  My name is Coulombe,
  


17         C-O-U-L-O-M-B-E.  I'm the Vice President of Rhode
  


18         Island Building Trades (sic).  It's late, I don't
  


19         want to hold people any longer, but I've heard so
  


20         much here tonight.
  


21             What's a permanent job?  I don't know what a
  


22         permanent job is really.  Who's got a permanent
  


23         job?  I heard the State Senator talk about six
  


24         temporary jobs.  I can assure you if this project
  


25         goes forward there's more than six jobs available
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 1         and, yeah, they're all -- they're temporary, but
  


 2         they're temporary for a while and that's what we
  


 3         do.  We take temporary jobs and turn them into a
  


 4         career.
  


 5             I can tell you the Deepwater, up to this
  


 6         point, has had literally a dozen temporary jobs
  


 7         in Providence.  Go to their office.  There's all
  


 8         kinds of people working on this project, paying
  


 9         taxes in Rhode Island.  So to diminish the effect
  


10         of jobs in Rhode Island in this economy is
  


11         disingenuous.
  


12             I want to thank some of the people here for
  


13         their public service in the past, but I wish I
  


14         had two houses.  I wish my members had two
  


15         houses.  Okay?
  


16             This is a good project.  There's cables all
  


17         over the ocean, all over the world.  There's
  


18         cables that -- one of the Town Council members
  


19         right here in Narragansett spoke about on Cape
  


20         Cod that there was supposedly a big fight down
  


21         there about the cable that came in from
  


22         Nantucket.  He went there.  He did his research.
  


23         I don't remember the gentleman's name, but this
  


24         guy spoke passionately.  And he went to Cape Cod
  


25         and went and checked out the cable and nobody
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 1         could remember where the cable came ashore from.
  


 2             They have fishing and they have oystering.
  


 3         They have all kinds of environmental cares on the
  


 4         Cape.  They fought the Cape Wind Project for
  


 5         years down there.
  


 6             Look, this is a good project.  A cable coming
  


 7         ashore ten feet under the sand somewhere between
  


 8         some pipes for sewage or whatever you want to
  


 9         call it, I don't see how people -- I don't know
  


10         if people are over there laying out in the sun.
  


11             I've been to Scarborough Beach.  It's a
  


12         beautiful beach.  That's -- those pipes don't
  


13         bother me.  A cable under the pipes or between
  


14         the pipes?  I don't see how that's going to
  


15         bother anybody.
  


16             We need these jobs.  There's all kinds of
  


17         towns and cities in this state that take on all
  


18         kinds of responsibility to keep this state going
  


19         forward, Cranston with the ACI, Johnston with the
  


20         landfill, T.F. Green the fights going on over
  


21         there, planes flying over their heads.  We're
  


22         looking for a cable to come ten feet under the
  


23         sand that nobody's going to even remember like
  


24         they don't remember on Cape Cod.
  


25             Please pass this.  It has no environmental
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 1         effect.  It will not effect the fishing.  It
  


 2         really won't.  As a matter of fact, the towers
  


 3         out on Block Island will be reefs for the fish to
  


 4         breed.  Thank you.
  


 5                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is Tina
  


 6         Jackson.
  


 7                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can I ask a
  


 8         question?  May I pose a question?  How many more
  


 9         speakers do you have?
  


10                  MR. GAGNON:  Four.
  


11                  MR. BIANCULLI:  After Ms. Jackson, we
  


12         have three more speakers.  Is Ms. Jackson
  


13         present?
  


14                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I think she went
  


15         to the ladies' room.
  


16                  MR. BIANCULLI:  I'm going to call the
  


17         next speaker and we'll get back to Ms. Jackson.
  


18         Our next speaker is Joel Hovanesian.  We'll
  


19         return to Joel in a moment.  Next speaker is
  


20         Kevin Hunt.
  


21                  MR. HUNT:  Good evening.  My name is
  


22         Kevin Hunt.  I live on Burnside.  I overlook
  


23         where they want to bring the cable in.  I've
  


24         lived there for over 30 years and in those
  


25         30 years -- I'd like to make, like, three points,
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 1         if I could.
  


 2             In those 30 years, I watched them build a
  


 3         beautiful pavilion.  But since then, I've watched
  


 4         it deteriorate every year.  I look at it and I
  


 5         was wondering are they ever going to fix this up
  


 6         and bring it back to what it was and every year
  


 7         it just keeps getting worse and worse.
  


 8             Now we have an opportunity to help our state,
  


 9         Number 1, but also beautify Scarborough Beach.
  


10         And it would help all my neighbors, our
  


11         properties, and everyone that uses the beach come
  


12         out and see a beautiful beach.  It's ridiculous
  


13         not to.
  


14             They're right.  There's cable, you'll never
  


15         see it, it'll never be there.  And I overlook it
  


16         every day.  They come in and install it.  I'm in
  


17         that industry.  They'll lay the cable.  They'll
  


18         be gone.  No one will ever know about it.  That's
  


19         my first point.
  


20             My second point are the people of Block
  


21         Island.  If we don't do this for them, when are
  


22         we going to do it?  It will go on for the next
  


23         hundred years.  And Block Island only gets bigger
  


24         and it's an economic engine and we should support
  


25         those people.  We should support that island.  We
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 1         just can't forget them.  And they pay five times
  


 2         what the people in -- on the mainland pay.
  


 3         That's not fair.
  


 4             And thirdly, and I think the most important
  


 5         thing, is we're going to walk away from a five
  


 6         billion dollar industry.  This state needs it.
  


 7         We don't have any industry.  It's -- it don't
  


 8         exist.  We're 50 out of 50 in business.  That's
  


 9         embarrassing.  And if we do build it first, they
  


10         will come.
  


11             All the other states that are trying to put
  


12         in windmills off their shores, and they will, and
  


13         we're going to miss the boat again?  We missed
  


14         the boat.  We didn't put the port into Quonset
  


15         and everyone knows we should have.  Now we're
  


16         looking back at it saying, boy, that would have
  


17         been 15,000 good paying jobs.  Everybody would
  


18         have benefited from it.  But no.  We put the rail
  


19         in, we put the roads in, but we didn't build the
  


20         port.
  


21             Now we can use Quonset, not just Rhode
  


22         Island.  All these other states will come to
  


23         Rhode Island and see what we did.  We have an
  


24         industry.  We can't walk away from this.  It's an
  


25         opportunity to save this state.  We're starving
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 1         to death.  Here's your chance to, you know, make
  


 2         good paying jobs.
  


 3             I'll tell you what, if I had a higher
  


 4         electric bill and I had a job to pay for it or I
  


 5         had an electric bill and no job, I think I'd
  


 6         rather have the higher electric bill and pay my
  


 7         bill, because without a job you can't pay your
  


 8         bills.
  


 9             It's just -- it baffles me.  It baffles me
  


10         that we have a chance to have industry and we're
  


11         going to walk away from it.  It doesn't make
  


12         sense.  And we can't walk away from our fellow
  


13         human beings on Block Island.  That doesn't make
  


14         sense.  And to make my beach pretty, that don't
  


15         make sense.  But anyways, thank you and have a
  


16         nice evening.
  


17                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


18         speaker is Tina Jackson.
  


19                  MS. JACKSON:  Sorry about that.  I
  


20         was -- my ride was leaving.  He has to go to work
  


21         at 2:00 a.m. on a fishing boat.  At least he
  


22         still has a job in Rhode Island.  And
  


23         unfortunately, if Deepwater is allowed to build
  


24         those turbines, much more of our fishing industry
  


25         will disappear.
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 1             My name is Tina Jackson.  I'm a
  


 2         representative of the fishing industry, the
  


 3         American Alliance of Fishermen and their
  


 4         communities.  I represent about two-thirds of the
  


 5         commercial fishing boats, draggers down in the
  


 6         Port of Rhode Island and Galilee.
  


 7             You know, this is becoming Block Island
  


 8         versus Narragansett and it shouldn't be about
  


 9         that.  It should be about what's right for all of
  


10         Rhode Island including Block Island.
  


11             And with respect to jobs, I don't think it's
  


12         fair to say that my job is worthless and a
  


13         construction job is more valuable because that --
  


14         the fact is Deepwater will not bring jobs to this
  


15         state.  It already said so at several public
  


16         hearings.  All of the turbines will be built in
  


17         Paulsboro, New Jersey.
  


18             Sorry.  I was running, so I'm out of breath.
  


19         Take a quick breather.
  


20             All of the turbines will be built at
  


21         Paulsboro, New Jersey and shipped over by barge.
  


22         Rhode Island will not see a job.  The fishing
  


23         industry will lose.  Once those turbines are up
  


24         and once that cable is laid, we will have a
  


25         mile-and-a-half safety zone around that entire
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 1         area and the fishing industry will not be allowed
  


 2         to set inside for it (sic).  That will hurt Block
  


 3         Island tourism as well, because let's face it, a
  


 4         lot of people come to Block Island to go fishing.
  


 5         It's a beautiful area, it's a beautiful island,
  


 6         and while everybody is concerned about your
  


 7         rates, this should have been done 20 years ago.
  


 8
  


 9             Your representatives that you keep electing
  


10         in -- I ran for office on Block Island last year
  


11         as representative.  Your representatives have
  


12         failed you.  You keep electing the same people
  


13         over and over again who do nothing for you.  They
  


14         should have hooked you up to the mainland
  


15         20 years ago at a decent rate instead of 63 or
  


16         $0.44.  Yes, it's ridiculous.  But should our
  


17         beach or my job be impacted or any other fishing
  


18         job be impacted because of a hedge fund company
  


19         wants to come in and save your day?  Does anybody
  


20         think Deepwater wants to save you?  They are a
  


21         five -- they are a multi-billion dollar hedge
  


22         fund corporation that cares nothing about your
  


23         electric rates, because in 20 years you're going
  


24         to be right back where you were, $0.44, $0.57.
  


25             And the truth of the matter is Terry Tierney
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 1         is right.  You will be running your diesel
  


 2         generators no matter what, so you're going to
  


 3         spend a million dollars a year irregardless and
  


 4         have your wind power and destroy my ocean
  


 5         environment where I fish.
  


 6             Your home values are going to decrease.  It's
  


 7         not fair in a lot of senses, but you really need
  


 8         to open up your eyes and investigate what the
  


 9         truth of the matter is because Deepwater is a
  


10         sham.
  


11             And shame on conservation groups that think
  


12         it's okay to blow up the ocean, kill off spawning
  


13         grounds, destroy my winter flounder, my squid, my
  


14         cod that I bring in for you to eat as a monetary
  


15         value, because for every one person that works on
  


16         the water there are 6.6 land jobs attached to
  


17         that.  6.6.
  


18             Once Deepwater has those five turbines up and
  


19         brings no jobs into the State of Rhode Island,
  


20         who's going to be big loser here?  The fishing
  


21         industry again.
  


22             It's bad enough we're overregulated by the
  


23         federal government as it is.  We've lost more
  


24         than 75 percent of our fleet due to
  


25         overregulation because people say that our dredge
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 1         nets, our dragging nets, our gill nets, whatever,
  


 2         are hurting the ocean bottom.  But think about
  


 3         what you're allowing Deepwater to do to the ocean
  


 4         bottom.  Think about that.  It's a million times
  


 5         worse than my net trolling over soft soil tilling
  


 6         up nutrients for a vibrant ecosystem.
  


 7             You know, BOEM did a study about the cable
  


 8         itself, and I'm going to cite directly from that
  


 9         study from the federal government that Deepwater
  


10         is using.  With regards to marine mammals
  


11         protected and endangered species, right whales,
  


12         dolphins, turtles and any electrobranch -- I can
  


13         never say it, but elasmobranch sandbar sharks are
  


14         all negatively affected.  They're
  


15         electrosensitive.  It will totally effect their
  


16         migratory routes.  Navigational miscue on whales,
  


17         navigational miscue on our lobster industry,
  


18         which means when they move, when they migrate,
  


19         these cables are so powerful that it will miscue
  


20         them in their natural migratory route.  It will
  


21         throw them off, which could seriously affect the
  


22         revenue again within the fishing industry and,
  


23         therefore, the State of Rhode Island. Loggerhead
  


24         turtles, endangered species, right whales,
  


25         endangered species.  The last four years there
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 1         have been indications that the right whales have
  


 2         actually changed their migratory routes.
  


 3             Although, the study is not published yet,
  


 4         that Environment 360 wrote a pretty good article
  


 5         called the Case of the Missing Whales.  Right
  


 6         whales are actually coming closer and closer to
  


 7         shore because their food source is coming closer
  


 8         and closer to shore and it actually looks as if
  


 9         it's going to be -- they're going to be coming
  


10         directly through where Deepwater has cited those
  


11         turbines.
  


12             The ongoing report for BOEM talks nothing
  


13         about impact, talks nothing about what it's going
  


14         to do, killing off unknown amounts of marine
  


15         species, unknown amounts.  That's okay by
  


16         everybody?  Is that okay by everybody in this
  


17         room to kill off unknown amounts of marine
  


18         species so that our electric rates can go up on
  


19         the mainland and yours can go down, but in the
  


20         end you're going to end up paying the same rate
  


21         anyway?  Really think about that.
  


22             Not a single study has been done on the
  


23         impact of marine resources, only what the effect
  


24         of the cable may have or may not have.  DEM is a
  


25         steward of our oceans and it is your
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 1         responsibility to make sure that impact is zero.
  


 2             DEM got a million dollars for this deal.
  


 3         They got a million dollars to okay that easement.
  


 4         Is that okay by you?  Because that's not okay by
  


 5         me.  I don't think that's proper.  DEM shouldn't
  


 6         have gotten a donation, as we were told, by
  


 7         National Grid and Deepwater for the
  


 8         beautification of Scarborough Beach.  Really?
  


 9         That's okay by everybody?  Because it's not okay
  


10         by me.
  


11             Well, yes, I may work within the fishing
  


12         industry.  I care about people and I care about
  


13         people as a whole, and what they're doing is
  


14         they're pitting Block Islanders against
  


15         Narragansett against industry against industry.
  


16         Yes, I see you sitting there smiling at me.
  


17         Somebody called me a hater a little while ago.
  


18         I'm not a hater.  This is a bad deal.  This is a
  


19         bad deal, folks.
  


20             The Audubon Society for Cape Wind got bought
  


21         out, $8 million waiting in the wings to count
  


22         dead birds on the water for a project that, yes,
  


23         isn't up and running but the money's there
  


24         waiting for them.  How sad is that that a
  


25         conservation group, the Audubon Society, their
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 1         job is to protect birds, National Wildlife
  


 2         Federation, protect wildlife, protect my marine
  


 3         species.  Protect, not destroy.
  


 4             And as far as global warming, that could be a
  


 5         conversation for the next hundred years.  If
  


 6         they're with global warming, why was it
  


 7         200 degrees below zero in the antarctic today, a
  


 8         record low in the middle of their summer season.
  


 9         That's not global warming, folks.  There is a
  


10         problem and there's a lot of dispute as to what
  


11         that problem is.
  


12             So let's stop blaming ideologies and start
  


13         looking at facts, facts that Jim talked about,
  


14         hedge fund corporations coming in here pretending
  


15         to save your day trying to buy out fishermen.
  


16         We're going to give you -- we're going to give
  


17         you money so you don't fish for a couple years.
  


18         Really?  How much are you going to give me?  Are
  


19         you going to give me enough so that I can last
  


20         for the next two years?  Of course not.  Of
  


21         course not.
  


22             Think about what you're doing, seriously.  I
  


23         had a whole lot more in here to talk about, eel
  


24         grass, violation of Marine Mammal Protected
  


25         Species Act, but I couldn't help myself when I
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 1         had to say something more.
  


 2             The cable is very harmful to the environment,
  


 3         the EMF field coming off the cable, extremely
  


 4         harmful.  Suppose erosion, beach erosion, it's
  


 5         buried six feet.  We have a bad hurricane.  That
  


 6         cable gets exposed.  Your kids are running down
  


 7         the beach one day, trip over that cable and get
  


 8         electrocuted.  Is that a possibility?  You bet
  


 9         your booty it is.  Don't think it can't happen.
  


10         Because people say it can't happen and then it
  


11         happens and then they're like, oh, my God, what
  


12         do we do now?
  


13             We need to be sure.  We need to be sure that
  


14         our marine impact are not going to be as great as
  


15         they say they're going to be that I know they're
  


16         going to be.  It's not okay to offset what is not
  


17         green energy.  You really have to look at the
  


18         facts, folks.  You really do.  A lot of what
  


19         people up here are saying are misinformed and I
  


20         think that's really all it is.  I mean, this is a
  


21         picture of a turbine field in the UK.  Does
  


22         anybody -- I don't know if anybody can see that
  


23         but it looks like smoke, but in actuality that's
  


24         fog.  The turbines are literally creating fog on
  


25         the ocean surface which is hugely detrimental to
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 1         shipping, fishing, any boating activities,
  


 2         aviation.  That's what's coming.
  


 3             We get enough fog around here as it is with
  


 4         the potential for enough accidents.  We don't
  


 5         need 250 turbines at a cost of $0.57 per kilowatt
  


 6         hour.  These are turbines on fire.  They
  


 7         continuously get hit by lightning.  Do you know
  


 8         how long it takes to put one out?  About
  


 9         15 hours.  They don't have plans for that.
  


10         Deepwater doesn't have plans for that.
  


11             As a matter of fact, I was just looking at
  


12         the environmental impact study and I thought it
  


13         was a little strange that the archaeological
  


14         survey portion of the impact study is
  


15         confidential.  Why would an archaeological impact
  


16         portion of a study be confidential?
  


17         Archaeological what?  Did they find native
  


18         American tools down there during a dive?  Why is
  


19         that missing?  And why is it being held
  


20         confidential?  Why is a reconnaissance and
  


21         disturbance assessment missing from that report
  


22         being considered confidential?  What's so big
  


23         that about that?  I want you to just question,
  


24         look for yourselves.  Don't take my word for it.
  


25         Look it up.
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 1             Each and every turbine in itself has what
  


 2         they call neodymium and prosydium.  It's a rare
  


 3         earth mineral.  N-E-O-D-Y-M-I-U-M and
  


 4         P-R-O-S-Y-D-I-U-M.  They're mined in China.
  


 5         Imagine that.  Every turbine has one.  And
  


 6         they're more toxic than nuclear waste.  So when
  


 7         those turbines are dead and rotting and falling
  


 8         apart and those magnets are falling to the bottom
  


 9         of our ocean floor, guess what's going to happen?
  


10         Those magnets are going to be there and they're
  


11         going to cause more undue harm to the fishing
  


12         industry.
  


13             This whole thing is not okay, folks.  I don't
  


14         ask you to read a 700-page study like I did, but
  


15         I ask you to take a look at it.  It's a BOEM
  


16         study on the cable itself and the effects that it
  


17         has on marine life.  Read the first 25 pages and
  


18         you will see this cable is highly toxic to the
  


19         environment and it's highly toxic to marine life
  


20         and in the end it's going to be highly toxic to
  


21         you.
  


22                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
  


23         speaker is Joel Hovanesian if he's here.
  


24                  (A discussion was had off the record.)
  


25                  MR. BIANCULLI:  I can spell my last name
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 1         and you can all try to pronounce it.
  


 2                  MR. HOVANESIAN:  H-O-V-A-N-E-S-I-A-N.  I
  


 3         am a commercial fisherman.  And make no mistake
  


 4         about it, the commercial fisherman industry has
  


 5         been and continues to be under attack.  This is
  


 6         just another battle, unfortunately, that we're
  


 7         dealing with.  This project is the beginning of
  


 8         something larger.  They want to put thousands of
  


 9         these windmills up and down the coast, thousands
  


10         of them that are going to have an effect
  


11         everywhere.
  


12             Yes, this is a pilot project for Rhode
  


13         Island, if it's given the opportunity, but we
  


14         need to be aware of the consequences of what we
  


15         are doing.  And I -- and it's a very slippery
  


16         slope that we're going down and I've lived it.
  


17         Trust me.  I see what's happening and I relate it
  


18         to the privatization of the commercial fishing
  


19         industry where now commercial fisherman have to
  


20         buy fish in order to go fishing.  How absurd is
  


21         this?
  


22             It's a public resource.  We have a public
  


23         resource, always have had a public resource, and
  


24         now because of some bureaucratic blunder from
  


25         D.C. and NOAA, they've decided to implement a
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 1         catch share program that's been championed by our
  


 2         favorite environmental association such as the
  


 3         Environmental Defense Fund and Conservation Law
  


 4         Foundation and Jane Lubchenco who was the head of
  


 5         NOAA.
  


 6             What we're doing is we're taking public
  


 7         property and public resources and privatizing
  


 8         them.  And nobody has an issue with this?  Wake
  


 9         up, people.  This is a very, very slippery slope
  


10         we're going down.  We -- the whole country will
  


11         be owned by private industry before we're done.
  


12         The food that you eat, the fish that you want,
  


13         the plants that are grown, everything is going to
  


14         be -- is going to be taken over by private
  


15         industry.  Small independent business people like
  


16         ourselves who go out and work and harvest the
  


17         product, which is by far the cleanest and most
  


18         healthy resource that you can put into your body,
  


19         are being driven out of business.
  


20             Today I was notified that, just
  


21         coincidentally, right now National Oceanic &
  


22         Atmospheric Administration is going to shut down
  


23         a very large portion of the ocean south of here
  


24         and east of here, Point Judith.  That just
  


25         happens to coincide with where they want to put
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 1         up these windmills.  Well, excuse me if I'm a
  


 2         little bit paranoid, but I've been dealing with
  


 3         this stuff for decades, literally, trying to save
  


 4         my industry, trying to fight and have people
  


 5         realize what's happening here, the big picture.
  


 6         This is all part of the big picture.  It's a
  


 7         takeover.  It's a takeover of your fundamental
  


 8         right to have access to a public resource.  It's
  


 9         going away.  Why?  Because we're letting them do
  


10         it.  These are the unintended consequences.  I
  


11         understand what -- hey, if I was paying the kind
  


12         of money you guys are paying for electricity, I'd
  


13         want something different, too, but we can't
  


14         compromise everything because your rates are
  


15         high.  There are alternatives like people have
  


16         said.
  


17             You know, you put them out on the ocean, you
  


18         say, well, out of sight, out of mind, or as a
  


19         friend of mine likes to say, "safely out to sea."
  


20         If they're out to sea, nobody sees it.  Well,
  


21         folks, that's outside my window, outside of the
  


22         windows of my office where I work.
  


23             Homeland Security, at some point, will step
  


24         in and say there's got to be a buffer zone on
  


25         these things.  We're not going to allow anybody
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 1         in there.
  


 2             And when they talked about the amount of
  


 3         acreage and thousands of square miles that these
  


 4         things are going to encompass up and down the
  


 5         East Coast, that's it, we're done.
  


 6             So we have to start thinking about, yes, the
  


 7         environment, the impacts of fossil fuels, but we
  


 8         also have to consider where we're going to get
  


 9         our food from.  Are we willing to give that up,
  


10         you know?   If electricity went away, a lot of
  


11         people would survive.  Nobody's going to survive
  


12         without food and water.
  


13             So, you know, I just -- it just warrants a
  


14         lot of careful thought and speculation on what's
  


15         really going on here, the big picture, you know,
  


16         and I've heard -- you know, earlier in the
  


17         evening a fisherman got up and spoke in favor of
  


18         this.  Well, I have to question whether he would
  


19         be speaking in favor of it so much if he weren't
  


20         benefitting from the -- from the research that
  


21         he's been doing and getting paid by Deepwater to
  


22         do, you know.  Is this some sort of a quid pro
  


23         quo?  I don't know.  He's not here right now.  I
  


24         will ask him tomorrow when I see him, trust me.
  


25             But, again, I think the biggest thing that we
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 1         need to really look at is this over -- you know,
  


 2         this overreaching of authority by the government
  


 3         to privatize a public resource and public
  


 4         property.  It's an extremely slippery slope and
  


 5         we'd better keep our eye on the ball.  Thank you.
  


 6                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  We have two
  


 7         more speakers.  Our next speaker is Troy West.
  


 8         Is Mr. West here?  Troy West?  Is there a Sara De
  


 9         La Cerda here?
  


10                  MS. DE LA CERDA:  D-E space L-A space
  


11         C-E-R-D-A.  Thank you for the opportunity to
  


12         allow me to speak tonight.  I am Sara De La
  


13         Cerda, a junior at the University of Rhode
  


14         Island.  I've had the opportunity to live in
  


15         several states across the country.  I chose to
  


16         return to Rhode Island for college because I want
  


17         to make the Ocean State my home state after I
  


18         graduate.
  


19             While attending the University, I've had the
  


20         opportunity to be an advocate for student quality
  


21         of life issues.  I have received countless
  


22         emails, Facebook messages, texts and phone calls
  


23         from Rhode Islanders and students worried about
  


24         the impacts of the Block Island Wind Farm.  My
  


25         generation does not speak with one voice on this
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 1         issue, though we do believe if we go green we
  


 2         must do it right.
  


 3             I do not support the creation of the Block
  


 4         Island Wind Farm or the laying of a cable in
  


 5         digging at Scarborough Beach.
  


 6             In Rhode Island, we have a struggling
  


 7         economy, high unemployment rate and even higher
  


 8         taxes.  I understand how the promise of a green
  


 9         industry would seem good for the State of Rhode
  


10         Island.  What we fail to see is the relationship
  


11         between a predator and its prey.  Rhode Island is
  


12         weak economically so we are looking for a quick
  


13         fix.
  


14             In the eyes of Deepwater Wind, we are the
  


15         easy prey saying that we will do anything for the
  


16         quick fix now.  We must be honest about what the
  


17         negative implications will be when this fails.
  


18             People believe that investing in 38 Studios
  


19         would reenergize the Rhode Island economy and
  


20         bring even more business to the state.  We all
  


21         have seen how that's worked out.  I am here as a
  


22         young person who cares deeply about our
  


23         environment and our state.
  


24             We must, however, be sane and sound in our
  


25         energy policy and not proceed blinded by empty
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 1         promises from a big developer like Deepwater Wind
  


 2         who has never ever built a wind turbine.  Thank
  


 3         you.
  


 4                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  We had an
  


 5         add-on.  Is Mr. James McCaffrey here.
  


 6                  MR. McCaffrey:  Yes.  Hi.  Thank you for
  


 7         the opportunity to comment.  My name is James
  


 8         McCaffrey.  I'm a senior campaign representative
  


 9         for the Sierra Club's Beyond Coal & Clean Energy
  


10         Campaign in New England.  And on behalf of our
  


11         50,000 members throughout New England, we're here
  


12         to offer our support for the permit for the
  


13         project that's before you this evening.
  


14             I wanted to offer some regional prospective
  


15         on this issue here and perhaps even broader than
  


16         that.  For decades, our nation has not only been
  


17         addicted to but also subsidized fossil fuels in
  


18         the fossil fuel industry, billions of public
  


19         dollars, our dollars, annually flowing to
  


20         outdated and dirty fuels that are making our
  


21         nation, our communities and our families sick.
  


22         Coal extraction in the Appalachian areas destroys
  


23         mountain tops, communities, families and entire
  


24         ways of lives.  One in ten women in this country
  


25         of childbearing age have unsafe levels of mercury
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 1         in their system that's coming from coal burning
  


 2         in our nation.  And climate change is absolutely
  


 3         the single greatest threat to wildlife on this
  


 4         planet.  It's also a threat to agriculture, it's
  


 5         a threat to fisheries, it's a threat to our
  


 6         economy.  These impacts are all real and,
  


 7         unfortunately, I think as a society we've become
  


 8         somewhat comfortable with these impacts, because
  


 9         unless we feel them deeply and personally in our
  


10         lives we don't think about the people whose lives
  


11         are being destroyed in the Appalachian when the
  


12         top is blasted off a mountain to get to the coal
  


13         beneath to turn our lights on because that's what
  


14         happens.
  


15             But the good news in New England is that some
  


16         of the coal plants are retiring or reducing their
  


17         operations, but that's in part because we are
  


18         ramping up our supplies and our infrastructure
  


19         for natural gas and other outdated and dirty
  


20         fossil fuel.  We would much prefer to see a
  


21         different path where we invest in renewable
  


22         energy and efficiency which will have a much
  


23         better return on the dollar than a continued
  


24         investment of our dollars subsidizing outdated
  


25         and dirty fuels.
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 1             These costs that we're bearing are borne by
  


 2         all of society.  And I think that we are at a
  


 3         defining moment in our nation's history.  And New
  


 4         England, indeed Narragansett this evening, plays
  


 5         a key role in our nation's energy future.  We can
  


 6         continue our reliance on outdated dirty energy
  


 7         sources or we can invest in our future, and there
  


 8         simply is no better investment in New England's
  


 9         renewable energy future that we can ultimately
  


10         deliver gigawatts of clean renewable energy from
  


11         offshore wind.  Thank you for the opportunity to
  


12         speak.
  


13                  MR. BIANCULLI:  We have a gentleman in
  


14         the back.  Is there anyone else that is
  


15         interested in speaking tonight?  Thank you.
  


16                  MR. GILPIN:  Thank you.  My name's
  


17         Robert, G-I-L-P-I-N.  I'm a 35-year year-round
  


18         resident of Block Island.  I spent over ten years
  


19         on the Planning Board and one year I was
  


20         chairman.  I'm going to keep it specific to the
  


21         application.  Basically, I support this cable
  


22         because it has a renewable energy component.  I
  


23         do not support a standalone cable.  This is
  


24         called a demonstration project, not a
  


25         demonstration of technology but of the regulatory
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 1         process.  And if you look at the history of this
  


 2         nation, all the public works projects that
  


 3         Americans are proud of with the current
  


 4         regulations enforced today probably wouldn't have
  


 5         got built, Hoover Dam, you know, Mt. Rushmore,
  


 6         and these things have become an iconic part of
  


 7         America.  Personally, when I look at a turbine I
  


 8         don't see ugly because I see what it displaces.
  


 9             In keeping with the cable, the Town Council
  


10         has discussed improving the changes to the Block
  


11         Island transmission system and they'll have it to
  


12         you by the deadline, and the DEM has issued a
  


13         finding of no significant impact.
  


14             Now, this is a simple cable like there's
  


15         cables running all over the State of Rhode
  


16         Island, in all our state highways, and I have to
  


17         laugh when people talk for profit, but the last I
  


18         checked National Grid and Narragansett are profit
  


19         companies.  So if you allow them to use public
  


20         resources, why wouldn't you use a developer that
  


21         was selected by the State?  To me, that doesn't
  


22         make sense.
  


23             Another issue that was brought up was the
  


24         cost.  You know, it's a lot of money but a lot of
  


25         changes can happen, but basically it's $1.50 to
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 1         $3.00 a month on a person's power bill that uses
  


 2         500 kilowatts per month.  Now, what it did to me,
  


 3         which I felt was a good thing, was the big users
  


 4         were being subsidized by the smaller users now
  


 5         will have to pay more or look for alternatives.
  


 6         When power's cheap, there's no incentive for them
  


 7         to invest in their infrastructure.  Well, this
  


 8         will give them incentive because -- and from what
  


 9         I understand, Toray Plastics has already
  


10         installed a solar system, so I think it's a
  


11         start.
  


12             And bottom line, this is just the beginning
  


13         and it has potential and it has -- but if we sit
  


14         here and discuss it and wrap it up in
  


15         bureaucracy, nothing will ever get built.  And
  


16         you wonder why, you know, Deepwater's going to
  


17         make a 10 to 12 percent return on their money,
  


18         there ain't no guarantee that anything's ever
  


19         going to go in the water, so that's a big gamble.
  


20             But I give credit to the former Governor and
  


21         the legislature for being forward thinking.  As a
  


22         town official, I've worked with the DEM and CRMC
  


23         and RIDOT and every person that I've worked with
  


24         has been dedicated and professional.  And I would
  


25         defer to the DEM's judgment, because I'm not an
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 1         engineer, as long as they use the best current
  


 2         technology to bury this cable, that we can
  


 3         perfect our resources.
  


 4             And as far as to the fishermen, and I have
  


 5         friends that are fishermen, and it's a big ocean
  


 6         out there and you're just going to have to get
  


 7         used to the idea you're going to have to share it
  


 8         with other users, and there's no reason why we
  


 9         all can't get along.  And the bottom line, if the
  


10         fishermen were such good stewards, our fishing
  


11         resources wouldn't be in such sad shape they are
  


12         now.  Thank you.
  


13                  MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Are there
  


14         any other speakers for this evening?  If there
  


15         are no other speakers, I would like to close the
  


16         hearing.  Ron, do you have any remarks?
  


17                  MR. GAGNON:  No.  Thank you for your
  


18         patience and thank you for being here tonight.
  


19               (Deposition adjourned at 8:56 p.m.)
  


20                          * * * * * *
  


21
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25
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   1                      C E R T I F I C A T E
  


 2
         I, Devin J. Baccari, hereby certify that the


 3     foregoing is a true, accurate, and complete transcript
     of my notes taken at the above entitled hearing.


 4
     IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this


 5     5th day of January, 2014.
  


 6
  


 7
  


 8      -----------------------------------------------------
                 DEVIN J. BACCARI, NOTARY PUBLIC


 9                  My commission expires 8/17/14
  


10
  


11   DATE:        December 11, 2013
   IN RE:       RIDEM - OCTA DEEPWATER WIND PROJECT


12                PUBLIC HEARING
  


13
  


14
  


15
  


16
  


17
  


18
  


19
  


20
  


21
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25


 







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


$


$0.08 (2)
    29:9;67:1
$0.09 (1)
    9:20
$0.10 (1)
    49:18
$0.14 (1)
    49:14
$0.15 (2)
    48:24;51:12
$0.24 (2)
    48:23;49:14
$0.40 (1)
    67:14
$0.44 (2)
    97:16,24
$0.54 (1)
    67:12
$0.57 (2)
    97:24;104:5
$1.50 (1)
    115:25
$130 (1)
    8:1
$2.2 (1)
    7:16
$3.00 (1)
    116:1
$390,000,000 (1)
    40:11
$4,000,000 (1)
    88:9
$500,000,000 (1)
    29:13
$60 (1)
    22:19
$600 (2)
    22:18;27:18
$600,000 (1)
    88:1
$70,000,000 (1)
    29:13
$8 (1)
    101:21


A


abandoned (2)
    79:19;85:1
abandoning (1)
    76:12
ability (1)
    30:20
able (4)
    7:18;22:24;38:8;
    51:4
above (4)
    15:4;24:3,5;67:14
aboveground (1)
    27:6


absolutely (2)
    31:15;113:2
absurd (1)
    106:20
abundantly (1)
    66:21
abutting (1)
    63:19
AC (1)
    12:18
accept (1)
    27:6
acceptable (2)
    14:6;78:20
access (1)
    108:8
accidents (1)
    104:4
accordance (3)
    3:6,20;71:22
account (4)
    36:4;45:15;48:14;
    57:4
accumulated (1)
    20:15
accurately (1)
    5:1
ACI (1)
    91:19
acid (1)
    34:22
acidification (1)
    33:22
acknowledge (1)
    77:9
acreage (1)
    109:3
acres (1)
    41:18
across (6)
    28:17;33:15;46:20;
    55:14,20;110:15
Act (6)
    3:18;24:24;73:13,
    14,16;102:25
action (3)
    12:17;35:7;88:15
actions (1)
    74:5
activities (3)
    76:20;85:8;104:1
Act's (1)
    3:20
actuality (1)
    103:23
actually (12)
    26:14;31:24;39:21;
    41:2;50:23;54:15;
    55:1;57:21;58:1;
    100:2,6,8
adage (1)
    61:4
addicted (1)


    112:17
addition (6)
    9:23;10:2;20:19;
    23:2,10;71:25
additional (4)
    7:14;47:5,18;78:14
Additionally (1)
    78:11
add-on (1)
    112:5
address (9)
    7:6;16:9;24:1;
    27:13;44:5;62:9;
    72:22;75:23;88:23
addressed (3)
    9:3;20:11;65:7
adequately (1)
    20:11
adjourned (1)
    117:19
administration (3)
    86:4;87:4;107:22
Administrative (1)
    3:18
admitted (1)
    77:19
adult (1)
    78:6
adults (3)
    14:10;15:2;82:19
advantages (1)
    7:4
adverse (5)
    6:11;47:5;63:21;
    76:6;77:13
adversely (2)
    53:21;58:4
advise (1)
    46:1
Advisory (1)
    5:25
advocacy (2)
    43:12;55:17
advocate (2)
    41:9;110:20
aeronautical (1)
    19:24
affect (2)
    88:20;99:21
affected (3)
    38:14;53:21;99:14
afford (1)
    3:25
affording (1)
    38:18
affront (1)
    10:11
afterward (1)
    19:14
afterwards (1)
    9:1
AG (1)
    63:9


again (11)
    39:12;43:13,14;
    53:16;58:6;89:11;
    94:13;97:13;98:21;
    99:22;109:25
against (7)
    10:4,14,14;83:10;
    101:14,15,15
age (3)
    14:3,19;112:25
agencies (4)
    27:10;41:7;44:24;
    75:16
agency (2)
    27:1,2
ago (9)
    12:11;17:3;67:6;
    68:13,13,24;97:7,15;
    101:17
agreed (1)
    88:11
Agreement (3)
    23:19;29:8;88:16
agreements (1)
    9:20
agriculture (1)
    113:4
ahead (1)
    51:2
aimed (1)
    66:23
ain't (1)
    116:18
air (3)
    19:23,24;82:14
Alaskan (1)
    85:6
albeit (1)
    65:21
Alliance (1)
    96:3
allow (10)
    4:22;42:19;56:22;
    74:2;78:6;79:2,7;
    108:25;110:12;
    115:19
allowed (7)
    13:2;14:14;49:22;
    74:22;88:15;95:23;
    97:1
allowing (2)
    72:22;99:3
alluded (3)
    43:10;61:10;66:20
ally (1)
    63:7
almost (5)
    7:8;13:18;23:17;
    35:5;49:24
along (6)
    39:4;49:23,24;
    51:3;65:6;117:9
alongside (1)


    47:2
alteration (1)
    81:15
alternate (1)
    29:15
alternative (3)
    26:19;73:12;76:4
alternatives (7)
    75:12,14,17;77:16;
    78:9;108:15;116:5
although (5)
    16:20;17:14;18:1;
    31:9;100:3
always (1)
    106:23
America (3)
    34:8;57:14;115:7
American (4)
    86:9,16;96:3;
    104:18
Americans (2)
    51:22;115:3
amount (7)
    20:24;34:12;45:2;
    55:4;56:17;79:24;
    109:2
amounts (4)
    21:1;100:14,15,17
analysis (5)
    7:10;14:2;41:1,3;
    82:4
and/or (2)
    21:21,25
Andrew (2)
    37:3,4
angry (1)
    48:18
annual (1)
    9:9
annually (1)
    112:19
antarctic (1)
    102:7
antenna (1)
    60:9
anticipate (1)
    46:16
ANWR (2)
    85:6,11
anything's (1)
    116:18
anyways (1)
    95:15
apart (1)
    105:8
Appalachian (2)
    112:22;113:11
apparently (1)
    74:2
appeal (1)
    80:3
appended (3)
    64:7,13;66:16


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(1) $0.08 - appended







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


applicant (8)
    23:25;72:19;74:23;
    76:25;77:18;78:21;
    79:12,19
applicant's (5)
    75:13;76:7,8,16;
    79:7
application (15)
    3:3;4:3,10;12:15;
    20:5,6;23:24;24:3;
    57:24;58:3;71:18;
    75:6,25;78:16;
    114:21
applied (1)
    64:23
appointed (1)
    69:19
appropriate (4)
    44:23;56:20;62:14;
    82:11
approvals (4)
    14:22;24:22;25:12;
    27:12
approve (4)
    33:5;35:10;58:2;
    88:16
approved (4)
    10:7,20;16:7;25:16
approves (1)
    79:16
approximately (2)
    4:22;5:6
April (4)
    4:15;74:11;75:7,10
aquifers (1)
    21:25
archaeological (3)
    104:13,15,17
area (14)
    6:10;26:3,5,10,13;
    32:5;42:25;56:19;
    58:5;69:2,5;77:21;
    97:1,5
areas (3)
    20:10;21:22;
    112:22
arguable (2)
    65:10,10
arguing (1)
    4:5
Arlene (1)
    23:12
armored (1)
    12:18
arms (3)
    59:20;61:23;63:12
Army (6)
    2:24;49:7,8,10;
    73:23;74:5
around (16)
    22:17;32:2;33:7;
    35:4;42:21;43:1,2;
    47:2;53:5;55:20;


    57:12,15;59:9;67:7;
    96:25;104:3
arrangement (1)
    33:1
article (3)
    48:19;64:8;100:4
articles (1)
    86:15
articulated (1)
    67:5
ashore (6)
    10:13;26:9,17;
    72:13;91:1,7
aside (4)
    32:8,12;40:5;73:17
aspect (1)
    45:16
aspects (1)
    27:14
Assembly (5)
    16:6;81:10;84:9;
    88:15,20
asserted (2)
    74:15;84:5
assertions (1)
    19:21
assess (1)
    79:20
assesses (1)
    80:12
assessment (2)
    76:14;104:21
Assistance (2)
    2:12,22
associated (4)
    40:9;41:19;63:22;
    79:20
association (1)
    107:2
assume (5)
    24:22;49:4,5;
    51:13;84:12
assumed (1)
    46:13
assuming (2)
    8:8;79:2
assumption (1)
    79:9
assumptions (1)
    79:12
assure (2)
    59:10;89:24
asthma (1)
    37:15
ate (1)
    53:7
Atlantic (1)
    85:17
atmosphere (1)
    20:17
Atmospheric (1)
    107:22
attached (1)


    98:16
attachment (1)
    23:7
attachments (1)
    21:11
attack (1)
    106:5
attempted (2)
    12:23;44:11
attending (1)
    110:19
attention (2)
    25:19;64:15
attorney (1)
    73:2
Attorneys (3)
    23:11;63:1;88:17
attracting (1)
    85:23
auditorium (1)
    4:20
Audubon (3)
    85:25;101:20,25
August (2)
    25:20;48:19
author (1)
    86:14
authority (3)
    3:18;86:13;110:2
authorized (1)
    88:19
Ava (1)
    18:17
available (5)
    11:21;67:2;71:4;
    78:8;89:25
average (1)
    7:7
aviation (1)
    104:2
aviator (1)
    19:22
avoid (2)
    33:25;34:18
avoiding (2)
    34:21;86:22
aware (3)
    29:7;62:23;106:14
away (8)
    57:8;58:21;94:5,
    24;95:11,12;108:9;
    109:10
awful (1)
    54:9
awkward (1)
    60:21


B


baby (1)
    68:2
back (21)
    16:3;27:11,12;


    38:4,4;45:22;47:12,
    12;50:10,10;61:19;
    62:21;67:15,20;68:3;
    75:8;92:17;93:6;
    94:16;97:24;114:14
background (2)
    70:23;82:3
back-of-the-envelope (1)
    88:7
backside (1)
    67:20
backup (1)
    8:5
bad (7)
    40:6;49:25;52:11;
    98:22;101:18,19;
    103:5
baffles (2)
    95:9,9
bag (1)
    50:25
balance (1)
    82:23
ball (1)
    110:5
Bante (1)
    43:19
bantered (1)
    67:7
bargain (1)
    9:15
barge (1)
    96:21
barriers (1)
    89:10
based (1)
    41:16
bases (1)
    32:4
basic (3)
    25:23;73:18;76:2
Basically (4)
    50:24;75:7;114:21;
    115:25
basis (3)
    22:24;28:20;45:13
bathing (2)
    14:20;45:24
battle (3)
    63:2,16;106:6
BAUTE (7)
    43:20,22,23,23,24,
    25;44:1
B-A-U-T-E (1)
    44:2
Beach (54)
    3:14,16;6:25;10:8;
    12:16,19;13:12,14;
    14:16,21,24;17:13;
    22:2;26:2,6,16,19,23;
    32:16,17,17,19;
    42:12;44:8;45:17,21;
    54:3,3;65:18;69:2;


    73:11;74:10,15;
    79:10;82:9;83:8,18,
    19,23,23;84:4,4;85:4;
    91:11,12;93:9,11,12;
    95:14;97:17;101:8;
    103:4,7;111:5
beaches (2)
    14:4;83:11
bear (1)
    30:18
bearing (1)
    114:1
beautification (1)
    101:8
beautiful (5)
    91:12;93:3,12;
    97:5,5
beautify (1)
    93:9
became (1)
    59:25
become (4)
    14:7;30:5;113:7;
    115:6
becomes (1)
    13:15
becoming (1)
    96:7
bed (3)
    26:11,14;47:3
began (1)
    67:15
begin (4)
    5:17;19:17;31:8;
    57:7
beginning (3)
    57:15;106:7;
    116:12
behalf (8)
    24:11,14;31:12;
    41:9;55:12;73:3;
    83:14;112:10
behavior (1)
    14:3
behind (1)
    18:14
beings (1)
    95:13
belief (1)
    84:14
belongings (1)
    49:19
belongs (1)
    83:18
beloved (1)
    85:4
below (2)
    48:22;102:7
Ben (3)
    19:10,11,16
beneath (1)
    113:13
benefit (5)


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(2) applicant - benefit







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    22:15,18;73:21;
    83:21;88:13
benefited (1)
    94:18
benefits (11)
    7:4,5,6;8:2;22:9,
    11;23:3;33:4;71:24;
    76:4;80:13
benefitting (1)
    109:20
Benjamin (3)
    24:8;36:22,23
best (2)
    71:22;117:1
bet (1)
    103:8
better (6)
    33:1;36:9;49:25;
    110:5;113:23;114:8
Beyond (3)
    37:8;60:22;112:9
BIANCULLI (50)
    2:15,22;5:19;6:14;
    8:16;12:1,4,6;15:10,
    15,18;16:15;19:9;
    24:10,15;25:1,10;
    28:1;31:3;33:9;
    35:13;36:21;37:2;
    39:7,11,15;43:18,22,
    24;46:4;50:13,17;
    55:9;58:12;70:4,12;
    72:23;81:21;82:25;
    89:14;92:5,11,16;
    95:17;105:22,25;
    110:6;112:4;114:13;
    117:13
Bibco (1)
    21:15
bifurcate (1)
    61:6
big (13)
    33:20;52:9;85:12;
    90:20;98:20;104:22;
    108:5,6;109:15;
    112:1;116:3,19;
    117:5
bigger (2)
    9:2;93:23
biggest (2)
    37:13;109:25
Bill (14)
    5:20,22;6:14,15,
    16;8:16;47:20;54:20,
    25;95:4,5,6,7;116:1
billion (1)
    94:6
billions (1)
    112:18
bills (1)
    95:8
bird (7)
    85:22;86:9,16,16,
    22;87:5,7


birders (1)
    85:23
birds (8)
    52:12;85:19;86:3,
    6,11,25;101:22;102:1
bit (4)
    48:4;60:1;82:18;
    108:2
bite (1)
    67:20
Black (9)
    26:1;61:18,20;
    62:22;63:4,15,17,19;
    64:9
blades (2)
    52:14;84:25
blaming (1)
    102:12
blasted (1)
    113:12
blatant (1)
    10:11
blind (1)
    75:4
blinded (1)
    111:25
Block (81)
    3:13;6:18;7:1,3,13,
    17,20;8:10;11:13;
    16:21,24;17:4,6,19,
    24;18:12;19:19;
    21:14;22:19;32:9,13;
    34:11;40:16;44:3,9;
    45:20;47:1;50:20,22;
    51:5;52:6,20;53:22;
    54:9,19,22;56:15;
    58:17,20;59:4,5,6;
    67:9;69:21;70:19,21,
    25;71:2,6,25;72:5,6;
    73:4,8;74:13;80:20,
    23;81:7;84:18;85:5,
    11,13,16,20;87:9,12,
    15;92:3;93:20,23;
    95:13;96:7,10;97:2,4,
    10;101:14;110:24;
    111:3;114:18;115:10
Bloomberg (2)
    48:21,21
blow (1)
    98:12
blows (2)
    8:9,9
Blues (1)
    64:9
blunder (1)
    106:24
Board (7)
    5:25;16:25;17:1;
    44:14;65:4,5;114:19
boat (3)
    94:13,14;95:21
boating (1)
    104:1


boats (1)
    96:5
body (6)
    14:3,19,20;22:23;
    24:4;107:18
BOEM (3)
    99:7;100:12;
    105:15
book (2)
    54:25;55:1
books (2)
    50:25;86:15
booty (1)
    103:9
borne (1)
    114:1
both (6)
    23:21;25:4;28:12;
    39:1;52:5;77:5
bother (2)
    91:13,15
bottle (1)
    52:2
bottom (7)
    18:24;79:18;99:2,
    4;105:8;116:12;
    117:9
bought (1)
    101:20
Bowes (3)
    55:10,11,12
B-O-W-E-S (1)
    55:12
boy (1)
    94:16
bread (1)
    87:11
breakdown (1)
    28:17
breath (1)
    96:18
breather (1)
    96:19
breed (1)
    92:4
bridge (1)
    44:10
briefly (2)
    61:18;80:18
Briggs (1)
    16:2
bring (8)
    26:8;53:25;64:15;
    92:23;93:6;96:14;
    98:14;111:20
bringing (4)
    10:5;12:17;57:13;
    66:23
brings (1)
    98:19
broad (1)
    11:3
broader (1)


    112:15
brought (2)
    30:18;115:23
Brown (1)
    60:4
Bryson (1)
    55:1
budget (1)
    51:3
buffer (1)
    108:24
build (5)
    51:4;93:2;94:9,19;
    95:23
Building (1)
    89:18
builds (1)
    84:17
built (7)
    38:25;83:24;96:16,
    20;112:2;115:5;
    116:15
burden (3)
    75:22;78:21;80:3
burdening (1)
    49:13
bureaucracy (1)
    116:15
bureaucratic (1)
    106:24
burial (3)
    12:20;13:12;45:4
buried (3)
    13:8;78:7;103:5
burn (4)
    17:6;52:19,20;68:2
burning (4)
    8:4;37:13;82:8;
    113:1
Burnside (2)
    16:2;92:22
bury (4)
    29:14;45:20;78:2;
    117:2
burying (1)
    14:23
business (5)
    88:19;94:8;107:15,
    19;111:20
businesses (4)
    54:5,7,8;87:19
butcher (1)
    46:4
buy (5)
    29:8;51:15;54:21;
    102:15;106:20


C


cable (92)
    3:14;6:25;7:10;
    9:25;10:5,8,12,19;
    12:13,18,20,25;13:8,


    12,15;17:5,12,20,24;
    18:25;21:18;22:19;
    26:9,11,15,22;27:4;
    32:19,25;35:10,18;
    42:12;44:7;45:3,4,10,
    20;46:1,3,18,19;
    52:16;54:19,22;
    57:23;58:2;65:14;
    67:23;68:23;71:1,21;
    72:11,12;73:8;74:10,
    13;75:3;79:3,19,21;
    80:11,25;82:10;83:8,
    18;84:7;87:13;88:25;
    90:21,25;91:1,6,13,
    22;92:23;93:14,17;
    96:24;99:7;100:24;
    103:2,3,6,7;105:16,
    18;111:4;114:21,23;
    115:9,14;117:2
cables (11)
    6:6;14:23;52:23;
    71:15;72:14;78:13;
    83:10;90:16,18;
    99:19;115:15
calculation (1)
    88:7
call (11)
    4:21;11:8,14;
    12:25;26:25;39:11;
    40:25;68:5;91:9;
    92:16;105:2
called (9)
    4:24;34:8;52:22;
    60:2;64:8;70:15;
    100:5;101:17;114:24
calling (1)
    43:20
calls (3)
    20:6;63:24;110:22
came (5)
    15:20;39:22;50:22;
    90:21;91:1
Campaign (4)
    37:8;86:17;112:8,
    10
can (46)
    5:1,17;9:1;14:21;
    26:7;27:2;28:7;
    29:18;31:18,21;
    35:11;36:20;38:17;
    42:8;45:21;46:16;
    49:25;50:4;54:16;
    56:5,13;61:18;63:6,
    10;64:22;76:4;77:17;
    79:14;83:20;89:24;
    90:5;92:7;94:21;
    99:12;100:18,19;
    102:19;103:22;
    105:25;106:1;
    107:18;114:5,7,9;
    115:25;117:2
cancer (2)
    44:17,20


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(3) benefited - cancer







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


candidates (1)
    11:12
Cape (6)
    90:19,24;91:4,4,
    24;101:20
capital (2)
    8:19;49:7
Captain (1)
    24:8
carbon (14)
    8:12;20:15,17,22,
    24;23:5;24:1;32:13;
    33:25;34:19;55:2,4;
    56:1;82:15
Carcieri's (2)
    60:3,15
cardboard (2)
    5:5,8
cardiac (1)
    14:11
care (4)
    54:19;57:3;101:12,
    12
careens (1)
    11:4
career (4)
    19:22,25;25:22;
    90:4
careful (1)
    109:14
carefully (1)
    48:15
cares (3)
    91:3;97:22;111:22
carry (1)
    62:20
cars (1)
    34:20
C-A-R-T-H-Y (1)
    8:19
case (4)
    22:8;24:7;45:12;
    100:5
cases (1)
    13:9
catch (2)
    57:14;107:1
categorized (1)
    63:18
categorizes (1)
    13:3
Catherine (2)
    55:10,11
cause (5)
    34:22;63:20;72:16;
    76:5;105:11
caused (1)
    36:6
causes (1)
    13:9
causing (1)
    55:25
cent (1)


    11:20
center (1)
    34:7
centers (1)
    81:1
central (1)
    77:20
cents (4)
    7:7;9:8,22;11:20
CEO (1)
    19:25
Cerda (3)
    110:9,10,13
C-E-R-D-A (1)
    110:11
Certainly (6)
    7:4;34:23;45:10;
    72:13,16;78:4
certificate (8)
    3:5;25:2;60:19;
    61:13;64:1;72:20;
    84:25;89:4
certification (5)
    15:6;71:19;73:6,
    15;81:20
Chafee (3)
    11:10;38:15;66:23
chain (1)
    61:4
Chairman (5)
    5:21,25;16:25;
    63:8;114:20
challenge (1)
    65:7
challenging (1)
    81:4
championed (1)
    107:1
chance (5)
    11:24;35:9;44:13;
    95:1,10
change (12)
    6:5;18:3;28:25;
    29:19;33:17;55:18,
    24;62:5;67:13;76:17;
    84:11;113:2
changed (2)
    76:22;100:2
changes (2)
    115:10,25
changing (4)
    13:14;41:23;55:24;
    56:2
Channel (2)
    45:8,8
channels (1)
    20:14
Channing (2)
    33:10,13
C-H-A-N-N-I-N-G (1)
    33:13
Chapter (2)
    3:19;81:11


charged (1)
    9:8
charging (1)
    29:11
Charlestown (5)
    19:2,4;46:25;
    47:13;49:17
chart (1)
    26:3
charter (1)
    43:6
chartered (1)
    64:16
charters (1)
    41:8
cheap (1)
    116:6
cheaper (3)
    54:11;66:24;87:11
check (1)
    69:20
checkbook (1)
    54:21
checked (3)
    13:20;90:25;
    115:18
chemical (2)
    24:2;25:22
chemicals (3)
    21:22;52:25;53:2
Chief (2)
    2:10,19
childbearing (1)
    112:25
children (2)
    15:3;37:15
China (2)
    57:17;105:4
choke (1)
    69:7
chose (1)
    110:15
Christmas (1)
    42:24
Chutney (1)
    52:13
cite (1)
    99:8
cited (1)
    100:10
cities (1)
    91:17
citizen (2)
    19:17;58:25
citizens (3)
    30:20;65:12;69:15
City (1)
    22:13
claimed (1)
    74:13
claims (1)
    13:6
clarion (1)


    68:5
Clause (3)
    22:12;23:22,22
clean (14)
    9:15;11:16;19:6;
    24:23;29:20;34:2;
    38:24;39:6;56:6;
    57:13;73:14,16;
    112:9;114:10
Cleaner (2)
    34:8;66:24
cleanest (1)
    107:17
clear (6)
    28:23;60:25;65:13,
    19;66:21;68:24
clearly (8)
    4:25;9:24;10:3;
    14:1;23:15;42:18;
    43:1;72:9
client (2)
    58:24;59:2
clients (2)
    73:3;74:8
climate (11)
    28:25;29:19;33:17;
    35:7;37:23;55:18,24;
    56:2;62:5;84:11;
    113:2
close (1)
    117:15
closed (1)
    55:1
closely (1)
    56:10
closer (4)
    100:6,6,7,8
closes (1)
    13:16
closing (4)
    14:22;54:24;69:13;
    81:9
clothes (1)
    51:1
Club (4)
    31:13;37:6,8;39:2
Club's (1)
    112:9
Coal (9)
    37:8,13;69:11;
    82:7;112:9,22;113:1,
    12,16
C-O-A-L (1)
    37:8
coast (6)
    55:23;65:16,16;
    85:23;106:9;109:5
Coastal (5)
    6:1;33:19;73:21;
    74:1;81:16
Cod (4)
    90:20,24;91:24;
    98:14


coincide (1)
    107:25
coincidentally (1)
    107:21
collection (1)
    71:15
Collectively (1)
    7:15
college (1)
    110:16
comfortable (1)
    113:8
coming (18)
    10:13;16:2;34:17;
    38:19;42:10;47:1,6;
    53:11;77:14;82:16;
    91:6;100:6,7,9;
    102:14;103:3;104:2;
    113:1
COMMENCED (1)
    2:1
commend (1)
    73:18
comment (11)
    2:5;4:1,12;6:13;
    15:22;54:24;55:2;
    73:19;74:3,19;112:7
commenters (1)
    5:10
comments (15)
    4:9,23;5:2,2,7,13,
    14;8:15;12:2;24:14;
    27:24;70:2;73:18;
    74:8;80:19
commerce (1)
    23:22
commercial (8)
    5:23;23:16;77:24;
    96:5;106:3,4,18,19
Commission (4)
    13:23;22:21;39:20;
    88:12
commitments (2)
    27:7,8
Committee (6)
    10:6,16;13:22;
    30:15;60:3,16
committees (1)
    70:24
communities (4)
    37:11;96:4;112:21,
    23
community (5)
    8:11;28:9;59:21;
    78:14;85:5
commutes (1)
    18:12
companies (2)
    20:1;115:19
Company (10)
    7:13,17;12:10;
    18:13;48:25;57:2;
    80:23;86:5;87:17;


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(4) candidates - Company







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    97:18
compared (3)
    9:21;11:20;69:16
compelled (2)
    28:13;59:14
complete (1)
    5:15
completely (2)
    31:6;77:23
compliance (2)
    24:7;88:21
component (1)
    114:22
components (1)
    73:10
compromise (2)
    64:1;108:14
Compton (1)
    36:24
concentrating (1)
    11:2
concept (2)
    64:14,22
concern (3)
    21:8;44:18,25
concerned (11)
    16:4;25:24,25;
    26:6,15;33:23;41:25;
    47:23;61:12;69:14;
    97:6
concerning (2)
    3:2;86:7
concerns (5)
    16:9;24:1;42:16;
    46:2;56:25
concludes (2)
    10:18;27:24
conclusion (1)
    10:25
concrete (1)
    63:10
concur (1)
    15:25
condominium (1)
    63:4
conducted (1)
    3:17
confer (1)
    22:9
confidence (1)
    48:9
confidential (4)
    104:15,16,20,22
confirm (1)
    12:23
confront (2)
    56:5;59:24
confronted (2)
    60:23;62:9
confronts (1)
    61:6
conglomerates (1)
    20:3


connect (3)
    18:25;29:15;46:17
connected (1)
    51:9
connection (2)
    17:25;19:8
consequences (4)
    76:10,14;106:14;
    108:10
Conservancies (1)
    86:16
conservancy (3)
    85:13,25;86:9
conservation (4)
    86:13;98:11;
    101:25;107:3
conservative (2)
    40:10,13
conserving (1)
    29:25
consider (9)
    14:2;46:2;61:23;
    72:8;77:4;80:9;89:3,
    12;109:8
considered (4)
    14:5;22:23;25:3;
    104:22
considering (2)
    27:21;71:21
conspiracy (1)
    49:24
constantly (1)
    26:5
constitution (2)
    22:13;23:23
Constitutional (1)
    24:7
construct (1)
    17:12
constructed (1)
    89:1
construction (7)
    12:22;56:23;57:3;
    73:7;84:21;85:7;
    96:13
consultants (1)
    78:23
consulting (2)
    71:8,11
consumers (1)
    72:2
consumption (1)
    8:5
contact (1)
    50:6
contained (1)
    21:1
continue (5)
    10:1;43:6;51:16;
    52:3;114:6
continued (1)
    113:23
continues (1)


    106:5
continuously (1)
    104:7
contract (1)
    80:22
contrary (3)
    67:4;68:6;80:5
contrast (1)
    73:22
contribution (1)
    7:22
control (2)
    12:12;19:24
controlled (2)
    64:18;74:1
convened (1)
    74:16
conversation (1)
    102:5
convinced (1)
    41:17
co-op (3)
    65:20;68:12;69:4
cooperation (1)
    5:11
copies (1)
    4:10
copy (2)
    9:1;19:13
core (1)
    30:8
Cornell (1)
    21:7
Corporation (3)
    63:3,11;97:22
corporations (1)
    102:14
Corps (3)
    2:24;73:23;74:5
corrected (1)
    65:9
correctly (2)
    24:24;35:15
correspondence (5)
    19:16;61:16;64:7,
    13;66:16
corridors (1)
    86:23
corruption (1)
    60:8
cost (26)
    7:11;9:7,19,22;
    17:6;22:17,25;27:15,
    18;47:8,9,9,18,22;
    48:7;49:16,16,18;
    54:6;67:8;80:12;
    87:23;88:2,8;104:5;
    115:24
costing (1)
    87:21
costly (1)
    48:20
costs (13)


    36:5;40:8;47:14,
    15,21,21,25;48:3;
    49:11,21;67:17;
    70:25;114:1
Coulombe (3)
    89:15,16,16
C-O-U-L-O-M-B-E (1)
    89:17
Council (17)
    6:1;10:4;11:13;
    16:20,21;17:2,3;
    39:24;40:1;42:18;
    44:9,10;70:22;75:1;
    83:10;90:18;115:9
count (1)
    101:21
counting (1)
    82:20
countless (1)
    110:21
countries (1)
    57:15
country (16)
    18:4;31:14;34:2,
    15;35:4,9,22,23;
    36:14,17;38:11;
    55:20;57:6;107:10;
    110:15;112:24
County (1)
    3:23
couple (1)
    102:17
course (3)
    80:6;102:20,21
Court (3)
    19:15;22:7;24:19
cover (1)
    89:6
COWI (1)
    71:10
Cranston (1)
    91:19
crate (1)
    50:25
create (2)
    30:6;51:23
created (2)
    27:23;88:6
creating (2)
    20:18;103:24
creation (1)
    111:3
credibility (2)
    29:4;60:18
credit (1)
    116:20
credits (1)
    25:20
crippling (1)
    17:8
critical (1)
    78:22
CRMC (4)


    63:6,18;64:3;
    116:22
cross (2)
    44:11;89:9
crossed (1)
    44:10
cross-examination (1)
    62:19
crystal (1)
    28:23
culprits (1)
    33:24
cumulative (4)
    76:19;77:4,9,13
current (2)
    115:3;117:1
currently (3)
    6:19;17:1;88:24
Customer (2)
    2:12,21
customers (2)
    7:12,17
cut (3)
    84:2;89:1,5


D


daily (3)
    13:13;45:6,13
Dalia (1)
    73:4
Dam (1)
    115:5
damage (2)
    13:9;88:3
dancing (1)
    53:5
dangerous (1)
    14:21
data (3)
    39:23;44:13;82:4
dating (1)
    18:22
Dawson (2)
    28:2;83:12
D-A-W-S-O-N (1)
    28:3
day (9)
    46:11;60:12;69:9,
    24;79:16;93:16;
    97:19;102:15;103:7
days (2)
    55:6;63:8
DC (1)
    106:25
DE (4)
    64:18;110:8,10,12
D-E (1)
    110:10
dead (3)
    48:6;101:22;105:7
deadline (1)
    115:12


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(5) compared - deadline







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


deal (14)
    9:10,12;21:12;
    29:3;30:19;31:1,22;
    32:10;36:10;40:6;
    88:19;101:2,18,19
dealing (3)
    24:23;106:7;108:2
death (1)
    95:1
debate (1)
    28:25
debating (1)
    4:5
debugged (1)
    48:2
debugging (1)
    47:21
decades (3)
    79:8;108:3;112:16
deceived (1)
    67:16
December (4)
    2:9,18;4:13;75:9
decent (1)
    97:15
decided (3)
    27:9;51:8;106:25
deciding (1)
    75:21
decision (6)
    28:16;58:1;77:12;
    78:21;80:10;88:21
decisions (1)
    25:16
declared (1)
    85:13
decline (2)
    16:9;77:25
decrease (2)
    82:6;98:6
dedicated (3)
    6:21;61:22;116:24
deep (3)
    20:7;72:14;78:7
deeply (2)
    111:22;113:9
Deepwater (73)
    3:3;7:1;9:5,11,22,
    25;10:8;12:21;13:5,
    21;14:1,8,9,23;15:1,
    4;17:11,25;18:1;
    21:20;23:13;26:7;
    27:8,11;28:15;29:11,
    12;32:6;39:3;45:20;
    47:8;56:22;58:25;
    64:16,16;68:5;70:21;
    71:3,18,20;73:5;
    75:21;78:17;80:2;
    82:5;83:7,14,17;84:7,
    8,17;86:25;87:1,3;
    88:5,24;89:4,8,9;
    90:5;95:23;96:14;
    97:20;98:9,18;99:3,


    9;100:10;101:7;
    104:10;109:21;
    111:14;112:1
Deepwater's (10)
    47:23;62:17;73:25;
    76:17;77:8;78:1,25;
    79:9,17;116:16
Defense (1)
    107:3
defer (1)
    116:25
defibrillators (1)
    14:11
defined (1)
    26:3
defining (1)
    114:3
degradation (1)
    84:13
degrade (2)
    64:5;85:2
Degree (3)
    25:21;28:9;82:1
degrees (1)
    102:7
Delaware (1)
    64:17
delayed (1)
    14:24
deliberations (1)
    6:2
deliver (1)
    114:10
DEM (23)
    2:23;10:18;11:1;
    15:6;19:17;24:21;
    27:12;43:5;61:14;
    73:18;74:9;75:23;
    83:3;84:12;87:2,5;
    89:2,12;100:24;
    101:2,5;115:12;
    116:22
Demanbey (3)
    35:14,16,17
D-E-M-A-N-B-E-Y (1)
    35:17
democratic (1)
    74:6
demolition (1)
    67:17
Demonstration (4)
    10:9;76:24;114:24,
    25
DEM's (3)
    72:9;88:20;116:25
denied (1)
    75:1
denies (1)
    80:1
densely-populated (1)
    12:19
deny (2)
    23:24;81:19


Department (9)
    2:11,20;4:7;5:13;
    41:10,13;57:22;61:1;
    77:4
Department's (2)
    3:6,24
dependency (2)
    62:11;82:7
depends (1)
    54:8
Deposition (1)
    117:19
depth (2)
    20:9;45:3
described (2)
    24:2;72:17
describes (2)
    21:7;23:8
deserves (1)
    69:22
design (2)
    71:20,22
designated (1)
    77:20
designed (1)
    71:12
desperately (3)
    17:4,24;30:9
destroy (4)
    85:8;98:4,13;102:3
destroyed (1)
    113:11
destroys (1)
    112:22
detail (2)
    26:20;39:25
detailed (2)
    13:12;39:23
detectable (1)
    72:15
detection (1)
    78:19
deteriorate (1)
    93:4
determination (2)
    5:16;32:24
determined (1)
    88:4
detrimental (1)
    103:25
devastating (1)
    56:3
develop (4)
    57:3;73:20,25;
    76:25
developed (4)
    6:7;12:11;56:13,14
developer (2)
    112:1;115:20
development (6)
    29:5;34:9,10;56:8,
    11;86:21
develops (1)


    46:14
devices (3)
    14:10,13,14
devoted (1)
    29:22
dialogue (1)
    4:6
die (1)
    86:25
diesel (5)
    8:4;17:7;52:20;
    80:20;98:1
difference (3)
    85:10,12,12
different (5)
    17:10;31:6;41:8;
    108:13;113:21
differential (1)
    29:11
dig (4)
    20:19;52:22;69:5;
    83:17
Digging (5)
    20:16;41:18;45:25;
    52:16;111:5
digs (1)
    13:17
dimension (4)
    60:18;64:14;65:20,
    21
dimensions (1)
    69:17
diminish (1)
    90:9
dinosaur (1)
    9:7
dioxide (3)
    20:17,22;34:22
DiPrete (1)
    26:21
direct (1)
    89:1
direction (4)
    18:5,8,10,11
directional (4)
    88:23;89:2,5,6
directly (2)
    99:8;100:10
Director (1)
    6:20
dirty (4)
    112:20;113:19,25;
    114:6
disagree (1)
    77:23
disappear (1)
    95:25
disappointed (1)
    82:19
discharged (1)
    21:25
discharges (1)
    69:2


discourse (1)
    62:1
discretion (1)
    30:24
discuss (2)
    75:14;116:14
discussed (4)
    42:11;57:5,25;
    115:10
discusses (1)
    14:18
discussion (2)
    4:4;105:24
disgrace (1)
    74:6
disingenuous (1)
    90:11
dismisses (1)
    77:21
displaced (1)
    80:21
displaces (1)
    115:8
disposable (3)
    7:14,16;40:16
dispute (1)
    102:10
disruption (1)
    37:23
dissenting (1)
    60:14
distance (2)
    13:14,16
distribution (3)
    13:2,4;81:1
district (1)
    83:15
disturb (1)
    47:3
disturbance (1)
    104:21
dive (1)
    104:18
divided (2)
    88:10,10
DOA (1)
    71:6
Docket (5)
    39:20,25;40:11,12;
    41:6
dockets (1)
    22:21
documented (3)
    14:25;76:6;79:25
dog (1)
    59:2
dollar (3)
    94:6;97:21;113:23
dollars (10)
    7:20,22;38:2;
    40:19;98:3;101:2,3;
    112:19,19;113:24
dolphins (1)


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(6) deal - dolphins







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    99:12
domain (2)
    22:5,8
domestic (1)
    57:18
donation (1)
    101:6
done (16)
    4:19;21:9;26:8,21;
    27:15;30:19;33:8;
    54:16;68:15,17,18;
    84:14;97:7;100:22;
    107:11;109:5
Donnybrook (2)
    62:24,25
door (1)
    54:21
dormant (1)
    23:22
double (1)
    79:24
doubts (1)
    31:18
down (19)
    19:4;48:3,22;
    49:18;63:4;65:17;
    69:5;81:7;90:20;
    91:5;96:5;100:19;
    103:6;104:18;106:9,
    16;107:10,22;109:4
Downing (2)
    63:3,11
downplayed (1)
    77:17
dozen (1)
    90:6
dozens (2)
    42:10,10
Dr (3)
    86:8,12,21
drafted (1)
    61:16
draggers (1)
    96:5
dragging (1)
    99:1
drain (1)
    83:25
dramatically (1)
    56:2
draw (1)
    25:18
drawings (2)
    26:21;27:3
dredge (5)
    3:5,8;74:4;80:8;
    98:25
dredging (18)
    3:7;6:6;25:2;
    60:20;61:13;63:25;
    71:19;72:20;73:6;
    76:10,20;77:5;78:2;
    79:2;80:1,7;81:11,19


drill (4)
    85:3;89:2,5,6
drilling (4)
    83:16;84:21;85:6;
    88:24
driven (1)
    107:19
due (4)
    19:3;75:13;81:2;
    98:24
duffle (1)
    50:25
dug (2)
    20:7;84:1
Duke (2)
    86:5,7
DuPont (3)
    70:13,17,19
D-U-P-O-N-T (1)
    70:19
during (6)
    21:5;40:3;74:11;
    75:10;87:8;104:18
dwarfing (1)
    40:14
dwell (2)
    14:16,17


E


earlier (5)
    57:1;66:19;72:18;
    79:9;109:16
Earls (2)
    19:15;24:19
earth (1)
    105:3
easement (4)
    10:7,17,19;101:3
easements (1)
    22:4
East (3)
    85:22;107:24;
    109:5
easy (1)
    111:15
eat (2)
    98:14;107:12
ecological (2)
    76:14;81:14
ecology (4)
    84:14,23;85:9;88:4
economic (9)
    7:4,6,19;9:5,6;
    11:4,17;41:1;93:24
economically (4)
    11:15;22:16;88:14;
    111:12
economist (1)
    6:19
economy (20)
    7:23;17:8;29:16;
    30:9;32:8,10;38:5,23,


    25;39:6;41:24;54:8;
    67:8,8;80:16;87:25;
    90:10;111:7,19;
    113:6
ecosystem (1)
    99:6
EDC (5)
    40:25,25;41:3;
    43:7,12
education (1)
    30:3
eel (1)
    102:23
effect (13)
    7:10;37:13;42:1;
    44:21;47:5;55:3;
    58:4;90:9;92:1,1;
    99:15;100:23;106:10
effecting (2)
    26:10;82:21
effective (1)
    82:12
effects (12)
    6:11;37:13,15;
    41:18;42:15;44:6,16;
    45:6,24;46:3;56:3;
    105:16
efficiency (3)
    34:3;36:19;113:22
efficient (1)
    35:24
effort (1)
    43:17
efforts (2)
    82:13,14
eggs (1)
    78:3
eight (2)
    9:20;11:20
either (7)
    15:11,11;17:18;
    20:11;22:15;38:2;
    88:14
eke (1)
    53:23
elapsed (1)
    5:12
elasmobranch (1)
    99:13
elderly (1)
    37:15
elected (2)
    10:13;83:9
electing (2)
    97:9,12
election (1)
    69:24
electric (15)
    9:12;11:18;21:14;
    49:14;51:10;72:2;
    73:7;87:15,16;88:1;
    95:4,5,6;97:23;
    100:18


electrical (2)
    9:18;13:25
electricity (10)
    7:8;8:8;17:6;18:4;
    45:15;47:19;54:6;
    87:10;108:12;109:10
electrobranch (1)
    99:12
electrocuted (1)
    103:8
Electromagnetic (7)
    13:22;44:19,22;
    45:1,9,13;78:12
electromotive (1)
    13:7
electronic (2)
    12:12;13:25
electronically (1)
    14:13
electrosensitive (1)
    99:15
elite (2)
    30:16;50:21
Elliott (1)
    2:24
else (2)
    66:5;114:14
elsewhere (1)
    63:15
emails (1)
    110:22
emanate (1)
    78:12
embarrassing (1)
    94:9
EMF (7)
    13:7,15,19;14:1,
    25;78:19;103:3
eminent (1)
    22:8
emissions (5)
    23:5;38:12,21;
    56:1;82:15
emphasize (1)
    29:21
empty (1)
    111:25
enacting (1)
    81:11
encompass (1)
    109:4
encourage (1)
    87:16
encouraged (1)
    10:25
encouraging (1)
    39:5
end (14)
    5:7;6:12;42:21;
    43:1,2;65:18;67:15;
    70:16;79:4;81:17;
    84:4;100:20,20;
    105:20


endangered (5)
    21:4;87:7;99:11,
    24,25
endorse (1)
    67:4
energized (1)
    78:13
energy (70)
    8:13;9:15,16,18;
    11:6,16;13:8;28:22,
    24;29:2,5,20,22,25;
    30:7,21;34:2,3,4,8,
    12;35:1,20,24;36:3,
    19;37:21;38:1,8,24;
    39:6;40:8;54:14;
    56:6,20;57:13,18;
    62:3,4;66:24;67:2;
    70:23,24,25;71:5,6,8,
    11,13;75:18;80:15;
    81:1;82:7,14;86:5,7,
    10,17,18,19;87:20;
    103:17;111:25;
    112:9;113:22;114:5,
    6,9,10,22
enforce (2)
    86:21;87:5
enforced (1)
    115:4
engenders (1)
    28:8
engine (1)
    93:24
Engineer (2)
    8:22;117:1
engineered (1)
    12:11
engineering (8)
    19:25;25:22;26:20,
    21;27:3,11;60:4;71:8
Engineers (5)
    2:25;13:25;30:4;
    73:23;74:6
engineer's (1)
    15:5
England (7)
    9:14;38:16;57:19;
    112:10,11;113:15;
    114:4
England's (1)
    114:8
enjoys (1)
    63:17
enough (5)
    33:7;98:22;102:19;
    104:3,4
ensure (1)
    87:3
entered (1)
    8:25
entering (1)
    83:11
enterprise (1)
    23:16


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(7) domain - enterprise







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


entire (5)
    6:2;31:11;33:18;
    96:25;112:23
entirety (1)
    23:25
entities (1)
    22:10
entity (2)
    59:17;65:20
entrance (1)
    20:14
environment (18)
    6:8;33:14;34:6;
    35:2,25;40:8;41:12,
    16;79:14,14;82:23;
    87:22;98:5;100:4;
    103:2;105:19;109:7;
    111:23
Environmental (39)
    2:11,20;6:19;7:5;
    8:2;12:21;20:10;
    23:2;24:20;31:13;
    33:15;41:11,13;44:6,
    16;46:3;47:10;57:22;
    63:7,22;74:20;75:15,
    19;76:1,7,10,16,21;
    77:8;79:1;81:15;
    82:1;85:5;88:2;91:3,
    25;104:12;107:2,3
environmentalists (2)
    61:22;66:20
environmentally (3)
    22:16;56:24;88:14
EPA (1)
    38:17
equal (1)
    79:21
equates (1)
    7:16
equip (1)
    49:8
equipment (1)
    12:12
equivalent (1)
    34:19
erosion (2)
    103:4,4
erroneous (1)
    79:9
erroneously (1)
    74:12
ES-1 (1)
    13:5
escapes (1)
    13:8
especially (3)
    35:20;71:16;72:11
essential (1)
    77:16
Essentially (1)
    22:16
estimate (2)
    40:10,13


estimated (1)
    67:14
estimates (1)
    40:13
Europe (3)
    23:7;55:5;57:9
evaluate (1)
    70:24
evaluated (1)
    75:20
even (13)
    26:10;29:10;45:25;
    46:22;47:22;70:15;
    74:3;76:3;77:9;
    91:23;111:7,20;
    112:15
evening (18)
    6:16;16:17;19:12;
    24:12;28:4;33:11;
    50:15;58:14;62:13;
    70:17;72:25;83:2;
    92:21;95:16;109:17;
    112:13;114:4;117:14
events (1)
    33:21
everybody (11)
    28:4,24;31:9;66:5;
    67:9;69:24;94:17;
    97:6;100:16,16;
    101:9
everyone (6)
    2:8,17;37:10;
    81:24;93:11;94:15
everyone's (1)
    75:8
everywhere (1)
    106:11
evidence (7)
    21:2,3,6,20;23:14;
    55:23;88:11
examination (1)
    75:11
examine (1)
    63:24
examined (1)
    77:10
example (2)
    14:8;35:23
excavation (1)
    21:13
except (1)
    87:1
Excuse (3)
    2:13;86:18;108:1
exercise (1)
    30:24
Exeter (1)
    31:24
exist (3)
    75:17;78:9;94:8
existing (1)
    87:6
exists (1)


    29:1
exorbitant (2)
    59:13,16
expanding (1)
    34:2
expectant (1)
    15:3
expected (5)
    76:9,19;77:18,22;
    79:15
expenses (2)
    36:3,4
expensive (1)
    89:7
experience (3)
    34:11;48:7;82:4
experienced (1)
    42:9
experiencing (1)
    31:16
explored (1)
    78:10
exponentially (1)
    13:16
exposed (3)
    45:9,12;103:6
exposure (4)
    14:6,14,19;78:19
expressed (1)
    61:1
extend (2)
    4:12;26:1
extended (1)
    21:5
extensively (1)
    44:3
extra (1)
    33:3
extraction (2)
    25:23;112:22
extreme (1)
    33:20
extremely (2)
    103:3;110:4
eye (2)
    75:4;110:5
eyes (2)
    98:8;111:14


F


FAA (1)
    52:7
face (4)
    63:9;74:24;77:11;
    97:3
Facebook (1)
    110:22
faces (1)
    16:3
facility (1)
    31:20
facing (2)


    33:18;55:19
fact (16)
    10:16;18:19;23:3;
    27:2,3;31:23;45:6,
    18;61:10;64:17;
    80:15;81:6;83:24;
    92:2;96:14;104:11
factfinding (1)
    20:12
factor (2)
    20:18;77:12
factors (2)
    63:22;68:4
facts (5)
    70:6;83:7;102:13,
    13;103:18
factual (1)
    19:21
fail (2)
    59:20;111:10
failed (1)
    97:12
fails (2)
    77:8;111:17
failure (1)
    17:9
fair (3)
    94:3;96:12;98:7
fairly (1)
    19:5
fall (1)
    85:24
fallacy (1)
    80:22
falling (2)
    105:7,8
Falls (1)
    37:5
familiar (2)
    32:18;71:14
families (5)
    37:18;38:13;88:2;
    112:21,23
family (1)
    45:17
far (8)
    16:5;25:12;47:23;
    58:22;87:21;102:4;
    107:17;117:4
Farm (16)
    6:20;7:11,25;8:11;
    16:2;34:11;35:8;
    36:9,15;56:15;77:1,7,
    14;82:6;110:24;
    111:4
fashion (3)
    61:9,12;62:8
fault (2)
    59:16,18
favor (6)
    6:4,24;70:15;82:5;
    109:17,19
favored (1)


    22:10
favorite (2)
    45:18;107:2
February (2)
    59:25;60:12
federal (5)
    23:18;74:4;77:1;
    98:23;99:9
federally (1)
    74:1
Federation (4)
    55:13;56:7;58:6;
    102:2
feel (3)
    28:12;50:7;113:9
feeling (1)
    37:12
feet (6)
    13:17,18;20:7;
    91:7,22;103:5
fellow (2)
    29:20;95:12
felt (1)
    116:3
Fenwick (1)
    86:8
ferry (1)
    18:13
few (3)
    18:6,7;27:21
fiduciary (1)
    28:17
field (4)
    14:16;25:23;103:3,
    21
fields (7)
    14:7;44:19,22;
    45:1,9,13;78:12
fight (5)
    53:17;59:2;64:10;
    90:20;108:4
fights (1)
    91:20
figure (1)
    27:17
figures (1)
    67:7
final (1)
    5:16
financial (2)
    37:17;87:23
find (4)
    24:21;26:22;80:13;
    104:17
finding (1)
    115:13
findings (1)
    81:10
finds (1)
    34:9
Fine (1)
    25:18
finger (1)


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(8) entire - finger







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    63:9
finish (3)
    27:11;66:14;69:12
finished (2)
    23:17;70:13
fire (1)
    104:6
firms (1)
    71:12
first (20)
    5:19;18:21;20:5;
    22:4;28:6;35:9;
    36:14;39:19;40:10;
    42:3,3,4;44:17;53:7,
    11;76:22;82:22;
    93:19;94:9;105:17
fish (19)
    25:25;26:2,10,12;
    52:21;68:10,12,14,
    17;77:20,24;78:5,11;
    85:19;92:3;98:5;
    102:17;106:20;
    107:12
fisheries (1)
    113:5
fisherman (6)
    5:23;6:10;106:3,4,
    19;109:17
Fisherman's (1)
    5:25
Fishermen (5)
    96:3;102:15;117:4,
    5,10
fishing (24)
    26:12;41:21,22;
    42:15;88:3,3;91:2;
    92:1;95:21,24;96:2,5,
    22;97:1,4,17;98:20;
    99:22;101:11;104:1;
    105:11;106:18,20;
    117:10
five (10)
    4:22;7:9;14:15;
    66:1,5;83:10;94:1,5;
    97:21;98:18
five-minute (1)
    5:8
fix (3)
    93:5;111:13,16
fixed (2)
    48:2;49:25
flagship (1)
    42:4
flawed (1)
    11:7
fleet (1)
    98:24
flooded (1)
    79:18
floor (6)
    20:8,13;41:19;
    76:11;79:4;105:9
flounder (5)


    77:19,23;78:2,7;
    98:13
flow (2)
    22:1;77:18
flowing (1)
    112:19
fly (1)
    87:7
flying (1)
    91:21
flyway (1)
    85:17
focused (1)
    82:20
focusing (1)
    82:22
fog (3)
    103:24,24;104:3
fold (1)
    34:12
folded (1)
    63:12
folks (11)
    32:9;52:2;55:8;
    60:22;70:4,11;
    101:19;102:9;
    103:18;105:13;
    108:21
follow (1)
    36:16
followed (1)
    12:14
following (2)
    20:4;56:9
follows (1)
    4:19
Food (7)
    6:20,22;77:25;
    100:7;107:12;109:9,
    12
footprint (3)
    8:12;32:14;55:2
forbidden (1)
    22:12
force (3)
    13:7,15;30:8
forced (2)
    11:18;75:8
forces (3)
    13:19;49:9;70:24
forest (1)
    85:2
forever (1)
    46:12
forget (2)
    53:21;94:1
form (2)
    79:18;87:25
former (4)
    23:10;70:21;88:17;
    116:20
forth (4)
    22:20;38:10;64:25;


    68:3
forum (2)
    4:4;73:19
forward (11)
    7:2;18:5;38:20,22;
    39:5,22;42:6;57:20;
    89:25;91:19;116:21
fossil (19)
    23:5;33:24;36:5,
    10;38:21;51:18;52:4;
    53:1;56:1;57:8;62:6,
    11;67:24;68:2;69:10;
    109:7;112:17,18;
    113:20
fought (1)
    91:4
Foundation (1)
    107:4
founded (1)
    12:10
four (5)
    19:25;24:22;25:11;
    92:10;99:25
four-and-a-half (1)
    7:21
Fox (1)
    11:11
fragile (1)
    41:21
fraud (1)
    60:8
Fred (2)
    50:14,19
French (2)
    15:13,19
frequently (1)
    8:9
friend (3)
    66:7;67:25;108:19
friendlier (1)
    17:21
friends (2)
    45:19;117:5
Front (4)
    2:6;45:7;57:21;
    63:2
fuel (16)
    17:7;23:5;36:10;
    38:21;51:18;52:4,18;
    53:1;62:6,11;67:24;
    68:2;69:11;80:20;
    112:18;113:20
fueled (1)
    33:24
fuels (8)
    33:25;36:5;56:2;
    57:8;109:7;112:17,
    20;113:25
Full (3)
    4:10;50:25,25
fully (1)
    54:22
Fund (6)


    6:20;64:18;97:18,
    22;102:14;107:3
fundamental (1)
    108:7
fundamentally (1)
    55:18
Fung (1)
    11:12
further (1)
    14:18
future (7)
    29:6;30:7;38:23;
    46:11;114:5,7,9


G


GAGNON (18)
    2:2,8,10,17,19;
    15:22;24:25;25:6,9,
    14,19;64:8;66:2,13;
    69:12;70:2;92:10;
    117:17
Galilee (3)
    5:23;41:24;96:6
gallons (3)
    8:4;17:7;52:19
Galvin (3)
    31:4,5,6
G-A-L-V-I-N (1)
    31:7
gamble (1)
    116:19
game (3)
    11:7;69:18,20
GARCEAU (5)
    15:13,14,16,20;
    16:13
G-A-R-C-E-A-U (1)
    16:13
Garcia (1)
    15:12
Garseau (1)
    15:12
Garso (1)
    15:15
G-A-R-S-O (1)
    15:17
gas (3)
    20:20;69:6;113:19
gases (2)
    52:16,18
Gates (1)
    54:20
gathered (2)
    3:1;21:6
Gene (1)
    15:11
General (8)
    3:19;16:6;23:11;
    81:10;84:9;88:15,17,
    20
generate (1)
    18:4


generated (1)
    8:10
generating (1)
    11:22
generation (1)
    110:25
generators (4)
    8:6;80:24;81:6;
    98:2
genie's (1)
    52:2
gentleman (4)
    51:12;53:13;54:25;
    114:13
gentleman's (1)
    90:23
Gentlemen (1)
    37:9
genuine (1)
    75:11
Geographic (1)
    82:3
George (1)
    86:8
geospacial (1)
    82:4
Gerald (3)
    8:17,18;12:1
get-go (1)
    69:18
gets (5)
    32:1;69:3;87:3;
    93:23;103:6
gigawatts (1)
    114:10
gill (1)
    99:1
GILPIN (1)
    114:16
G-I-L-P-I-N (1)
    114:17
Gina (1)
    11:11
given (3)
    10:15;45:2;106:13
giving (3)
    11:24;37:10;69:21
glad (2)
    43:15;68:18
Glitten's (2)
    68:10,14
global (14)
    20:18,21;31:16;
    32:11;33:23;36:18;
    48:16,17;49:25;52:1;
    82:24;102:4,6,9
globally (1)
    51:17
globe (1)
    55:21
goal (1)
    64:3
goals (2)


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(9) finish - goals







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    75:18;80:15
God (1)
    103:11
goer (1)
    13:15
goers (1)
    14:17
goes (8)
    18:13;26:3;40:17;
    45:17;47:18,22;48:4;
    89:25
Gold (1)
    67:1
good (33)
    2:7;6:16;16:17;
    24:17;28:4;33:11;
    35:21,23,24,25;
    39:15;46:6;50:15;
    52:6;53:24;58:9,14;
    61:1;68:17;70:17;
    72:25;73:16;83:2;
    90:16;91:6;92:21;
    94:17;95:2;100:4;
    111:9;113:15;116:3;
    117:10
goods (1)
    7:14
Gordon (1)
    11:11
government (9)
    9:3;11:4,10;28:18;
    66:7;69:19;98:23;
    99:9;110:2
governments (1)
    11:10
Governor (7)
    11:10;38:15;60:2,
    15;66:22,22;116:20
governors (3)
    38:16;66:17,22
grade (1)
    18:18
graduate (3)
    81:25;82:17;
    110:18
Grande (3)
    37:3,4,5
Grant (2)
    31:19;72:19
granted (3)
    10:17;25:12;79:6
granting (2)
    22:4;72:10
grass (1)
    102:24
Great (6)
    22:1;53:6;57:2;
    67:9;85:14;103:14
greater (2)
    34:15;72:1
greatest (2)
    55:19;113:3
greatly (1)


    40:18
green (9)
    9:15;48:12;54:14;
    84:9;86:10;91:20;
    103:17;111:1,8
greenhouse (2)
    52:16,17
grew (2)
    18:16,16
Grid (8)
    21:21;23:5;29:7,
    15;51:9,10;101:7;
    115:18
grocery (1)
    54:11
ground (2)
    26:13;72:15
grounds (1)
    98:13
group (2)
    33:15;101:25
groups (1)
    98:11
growing (2)
    21:2,2
grown (2)
    6:22;107:13
guarantee (2)
    21:24;116:18
guaranteed (1)
    9:9
Guard (2)
    65:16,16
gubernatorial (1)
    11:12
Guess (2)
    52:1;105:9
guide (1)
    78:20
guidelines (1)
    32:2
guiding (1)
    81:14
guy (2)
    70:14;90:24
guys (5)
    15:19;24:17;47:7;
    51:7;108:12


H


habitat (10)
    56:4,11;58:5;64:6;
    77:20,22;84:13,23;
    85:2,8
habitats (6)
    41:22;42:16;85:22;
    86:24;88:3;89:7
half (2)
    20:15;68:21
Hall (8)
    3:1;4:15,16;18:20;
    39:21;42:9,11;65:13


halt (1)
    11:14
hand (1)
    84:20
handing (1)
    27:15
hanging (1)
    33:7
happen (7)
    18:2;30:17;58:16;
    103:9,10;105:9;
    115:25
happened (2)
    60:1;61:8
happening (3)
    54:16;106:17;
    108:5
happens (5)
    43:9;68:1;103:11;
    107:25;113:14
happy (1)
    71:2
harbors (2)
    20:14;73:13
hard-fought (1)
    63:16
harken (1)
    61:19
harm (3)
    37:22;80:16;
    105:11
harmful (4)
    41:18;42:15;103:2,
    4
harvest (1)
    107:16
hater (2)
    101:17,18
hazard (1)
    21:21
hazardous (3)
    21:22;52:25;53:2
head (1)
    107:4
heads (1)
    91:21
health (8)
    12:24;36:6;37:22;
    44:6,16;45:5;72:12,
    17
healthy (1)
    107:18
hear (4)
    2:7,14;53:20;61:21
heard (17)
    5:10;40:2,13,15;
    41:17;42:2;52:5,7,
    15;63:13;65:19;66:8;
    71:24;80:19;89:19,
    23;109:16
HEARING (25)
    2:1;3:2,10,17,21,
    25;4:3;5:17;10:10,


    19;11:23;31:9;37:9;
    44:1;50:16;53:9;
    70:18;73:24;74:3,11,
    15;75:6,11;83:3;
    117:16
hearings (3)
    4:14;72:21;96:16
heat (1)
    45:11
heavily (1)
    72:13
heavy (1)
    76:12
heck (2)
    51:14;59:7
hedge (4)
    64:18;97:18,21;
    102:14
heed (1)
    64:24
height (1)
    13:13
held (4)
    4:14;31:10;66:5;
    104:19
Hello (1)
    55:11
help (4)
    87:11;93:8,10;
    102:25
helped (1)
    51:5
helpful (1)
    43:16
helps (1)
    37:23
hemisphere (1)
    85:15
Henry (2)
    70:13,19
Here's (2)
    19:15;95:1
hey (3)
    48:11;61:24;
    108:11
Hi (4)
    37:4;81:23,24;
    112:6
hide (1)
    79:13
high (8)
    12:25,25;13:3;
    17:5;28:8;87:9;
    108:15;111:7
higher (6)
    30:3;40:14;87:25;
    95:3,6;111:7
highest (1)
    13:1
highlights (1)
    23:21
highly (5)
    21:16;82:5;105:18,


    19,20
highways (1)
    115:16
history (4)
    58:7;61:20;114:3;
    115:1
hit (1)
    104:7
Hodgson (3)
    28:2,3;83:12
H-O-D-G-S-O-N (1)
    28:4
hold (3)
    53:10;70:2;89:19
holding (2)
    43:25;83:3
hole (2)
    45:25;84:1
holistic (1)
    61:15
home (8)
    45:13;46:9;52:5;
    60:24,25;85:16;98:6;
    110:17
Homeland (1)
    108:23
homes (1)
    29:24
honest (2)
    10:21;111:16
honestly (1)
    27:1
hooked (1)
    97:14
Hoover (1)
    115:5
hope (1)
    24:13
hoped (1)
    17:13
hoping (2)
    46:11,12
horizontal (1)
    89:2
hormone (1)
    14:11
horrible (1)
    9:12
horse (1)
    69:7
hostage (1)
    53:10
hot (1)
    87:18
hotel (1)
    54:1
hour (7)
    7:8;9:9,21;11:21;
    29:10;60:11;104:6
hours (3)
    14:17;55:7;104:9
house (3)
    16:3;51:4,11


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(10) God - house







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


houses (2)
    90:14,15
Hovanesian (3)
    92:18;105:23;
    106:2
H-O-V-A-N-E-S-I-A-N (1)
    106:2
hug (1)
    61:24
hugely (1)
    103:25
human (4)
    14:3,6;15:2;95:13
humans (2)
    13:10;72:16
humongous (1)
    32:5
hundred (2)
    93:23;102:5
hundreds (3)
    40:19;85:23;86:11
Hunt (4)
    67:25;92:20,21,22
Hurricane (2)
    33:21;103:5
hurt (1)
    97:2
hurting (2)
    54:7;99:2
Hutchins (2)
    86:12,21
hydro-based (2)
    9:17,18


I


ICES (1)
    13:23
ICNIRP (2)
    13:24;14:9
iconic (1)
    115:6
idea (5)
    36:25;49:25;53:6;
    62:18;117:7
ideal (1)
    32:21
identified (3)
    21:17,21;79:22
identify (3)
    21:9;56:20;62:16
ideologies (1)
    102:12
IEEE (2)
    13:25;14:18
ignore (1)
    22:25
ill (1)
    45:24
ill-advised (1)
    89:3
illustrious (1)
    68:20


Imagine (1)
    105:5
imminent (1)
    22:5
impact (25)
    13:6;20:10;22:20;
    23:4;26:14;37:17;
    41:15;42:16;63:21;
    67:8;68:12,16;77:15;
    79:13;84:15,23;85:9;
    100:13,23;101:1;
    103:14;104:12,14,15;
    115:13
impacted (3)
    21:5;97:17,18
impacts (22)
    46:8;72:17;74:20;
    76:6,19;77:5,9,13,17;
    78:11,18;79:1,20,22,
    24;80:11;82:12;
    84:10;109:7;110:24;
    113:6,8
impede (1)
    78:4
imperfect (1)
    53:6
implanted (1)
    14:10
implement (1)
    106:25
implication (1)
    28:11
implications (1)
    111:17
important (14)
    14:4;18:2;35:19;
    36:13;51:6;58:23;
    59:4,15;61:14;77:24;
    78:5;82:22;85:22;
    94:4
importantly (1)
    37:25
improving (2)
    30:1;115:10
inaccurate (1)
    15:1
inappropriately (1)
    77:21
incentive (2)
    116:6,8
incidental (1)
    22:11
incinerators (1)
    87:20
include (6)
    19:21;22:19;25:7,
    21;71:25;76:2
including (9)
    13:21;33:16;34:10;
    35:4;66:22;73:11;
    80:10;87:10;96:10
income (6)
    7:14,16;29:24;


    38:13,13;40:16
incomplete (5)
    14:2;15:2;20:6;
    26:25;75:6
increase (6)
    9:9;13:19;34:12,
    14;47:19;82:14
increased (6)
    37:14;40:8,15,19,
    20;42:14
increasing (1)
    6:21
increasingly (1)
    56:3
incredible (3)
    27:21;56:17;57:17
indeed (1)
    114:4
Independent (6)
    3:23;20:23;21:9;
    76:13;77:15;107:15
independently (1)
    80:12
indicate (1)
    5:6
indications (1)
    100:1
individual (3)
    4:8,23;65:1
industrial (2)
    84:17,22
industries (1)
    86:19
industry (27)
    13:4;41:21;71:22;
    86:18;93:17;94:6,7,
    24;95:10,24;96:2,23;
    97:1;98:21;99:17,22;
    101:12,15,15;105:12;
    106:4,19;107:11,15;
    108:4;111:9;112:18
inefficient (1)
    82:8
inflict (1)
    37:22
Information (1)
    82:3
infrastructure (2)
    113:18;116:7
infusion (1)
    14:12
initial (1)
    15:21
initially (1)
    40:23
initiative (1)
    64:20
initiatives (1)
    63:7
injustice (1)
    50:8
innerface (1)
    71:16


innovators (1)
    30:5
inside (4)
    69:15,18,20;97:2
insiders (1)
    30:17
insignificant (1)
    45:5
install (1)
    93:16
installation (6)
    3:12;67:23;68:9;
    79:23;83:8;84:7
installed (2)
    35:18;116:10
installing (1)
    76:11
instance (1)
    77:19
instate (1)
    23:21
instead (6)
    11:6;29:23;47:16;
    80:24;82:21;97:15
Institute (1)
    13:24
instructions (1)
    12:14
insulating (1)
    29:24
insulation (1)
    45:2
integral (1)
    41:25
intended (2)
    4:3;22:9
intensifying (1)
    55:22
interest (6)
    22:6;23:13;28:9;
    31:10;80:5,10
interested (2)
    4:1;114:15
International (4)
    13:22,23;44:24;
    86:13
internationally (1)
    85:21
interstate (1)
    23:20
intimidate (1)
    63:13
into (24)
    2:3;8:25;9:19;
    13:18;20:17,19;
    21:25;22:1;30:3,7,
    12;36:4;38:4,4,19;
    57:4;66:7;77:12;
    85:1,3;90:3;94:14;
    98:19;107:18
invest (6)
    29:1;35:19;39:5;
    113:21;114:7;116:7


investigate (2)
    24:5;98:8
investigation (1)
    20:23
investing (3)
    38:23,24;111:18
investment (2)
    113:24;114:8
involved (4)
    43:7;58:23;59:25;
    71:7
involving (1)
    22:8
in-writing (1)
    27:7
Irish (1)
    62:24
irregardless (1)
    98:3
Island (157)
    2:11,20;3:4,13,20;
    5:24;6:18,20;7:1,3,
    13,15,17,20,23;8:10;
    9:12;10:18,24;11:18;
    16:7,21,24;17:4,6,19,
    24;18:10,12;19:1,18,
    20;21:14;22:19;
    23:10;27:19;28:22;
    29:4;32:9,13;33:14,
    19;34:3,6,9,11;35:1,
    2,5,8,22;36:14,24;
    37:5,25;38:4,7,10,19;
    39:1,4;40:7;44:3,9;
    45:21;47:1;50:21,22;
    51:5;52:6,20;53:22,
    22;54:5,9,19,22;
    55:14,20;56:15,18;
    58:10,18,20;59:6,11;
    61:3;63:2;65:22;
    66:18;67:10;69:22;
    70:19,21;71:2,7,25;
    72:5,6;73:2,4,8;
    74:14;80:20;81:7;
    82:1;83:19;84:18;
    85:5,11,14,16,20,24;
    87:2,12,13,14,16,24;
    88:8,13,18;89:18;
    90:9,10;92:3;93:21,
    23,25;94:22,23;
    95:13,22;96:6,7,10,
    10,22;97:3,4,5,10;
    98:19;99:23;106:13;
    110:14,16,24;111:4,
    6,10,11,19;114:18;
    115:11,16
Islanders (10)
    29:25;40:16;59:5,
    5,7,19;87:9;88:7;
    101:14;110:23
Island's (5)
    34:4;38:5;70:25;
    80:23;84:24
issuance (3)


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(11) houses - issuance







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    75:22;80:4;89:11
issue (35)
    5:16;9:2;11:3;
    14:24;21:12;27:9;
    28:8;32:24;40:4;
    41:3;46:21,21;47:17;
    53:5;54:4;56:9;57:4,
    21,24;59:25;60:22;
    61:6;62:2,13,15;
    65:10,24;72:7;78:22;
    84:8,24;107:8;111:1;
    112:15;115:23
issued (2)
    25:17;115:12
issues (15)
    14:3,5;24:5;47:10,
    10;48:2,16;56:25;
    57:25;58:21;59:23;
    72:9,12;77:11;
    110:21
issuing (1)
    89:3


J


Jackson (7)
    92:6,11,12,17;
    95:18,19;96:1
jail (1)
    60:8
James (10)
    23:11;39:8,8;
    58:13,15;81:22,23,
    24;112:5,7
Jane (1)
    107:4
Japan (1)
    57:17
Jersey (3)
    34:14;96:17,21
Jim (2)
    69:23;102:13
Joan (2)
    15:14,15
J-O-A-N (1)
    16:13
job (15)
    24:17;46:6;89:21,
    22,23;95:4,5,7,22;
    96:12,13,22;97:17,
    18;102:1
jobs (20)
    27:22,22;29:18;
    51:1;57:13;88:6,8,
    10;89:24,25;90:3,6,
    10;91:16;94:17;95:2;
    96:11,14;98:16,19
Joel (3)
    92:18,19;105:23
Johnston (1)
    91:19
join (1)
    35:3


joined (1)
    31:24
Jones (3)
    33:10,11,13
Journal (1)
    67:6
Joy (1)
    61:10
Juan (1)
    15:12
judged (1)
    81:16
judgment (1)
    116:25
Judith (7)
    16:3;46:9,10,16,
    22;65:17;107:24
juncture (1)
    17:16
junior (1)
    110:13
junk (1)
    79:18
jurisdiction (1)
    72:10
Justice (1)
    22:7
juvenile (1)
    78:6


K


keep (9)
    53:5,11;70:4,12;
    91:18;97:9,12;110:5;
    114:20
keeping (1)
    115:9
keeps (1)
    93:7
kept (1)
    86:2
Kevin (3)
    67:25;92:20,22
key (2)
    35:7;114:5
kick (1)
    54:1
Kidd (3)
    36:22,23,23
kids (1)
    103:6
kill (3)
    86:3;98:12;100:17
killed (1)
    86:6
killing (2)
    86:10;100:14
kills (1)
    87:5
Kilmartin (1)
    11:11
Kilo (1)


    22:13
kilowatt (7)
    7:8;9:9,21;11:21;
    29:10;67:1;104:5
kilowatts (1)
    116:2
kind (8)
    36:10;39:19;48:10;
    51:21;60:5;62:17;
    72:17;108:11
kinds (4)
    90:8;91:3,16,18
Kingstown (3)
    19:5;31:8,25
knows (1)
    94:15
Kurt (1)
    69:16
KW (1)
    51:13


L


La (3)
    110:9,10,12
L-A (1)
    110:10
laboratory (1)
    21:7
lack (2)
    41:3;75:4
ladies' (1)
    92:15
laid (1)
    96:24
land (11)
    17:13;21:14;22:3;
    23:15;64:15,20,23;
    65:5;74:9;83:20;
    98:16
land-based (4)
    9:16,17;31:23;32:1
landfall (7)
    3:12,15;6:25;7:1;
    17:17;25:24;74:14
landfill (1)
    91:20
landing (10)
    35:11;42:11,19;
    44:7;57:23;58:2;
    74:21,22;79:11;82:9
lands (1)
    24:6
language (1)
    66:21
large (5)
    20:20;28:10;34:16;
    82:18;107:23
larger (6)
    30:25;43:11;77:1,
    3,6;106:8
largest (1)
    71:11


larvae (1)
    78:3
Last (20)
    7:7;10:6;29:14;
    31:15;34:7;38:25;
    39:12;40:3;46:12;
    50:18;71:9;74:11;
    75:7,10;85:14;97:10;
    99:25;102:19;
    105:25;115:17
lastly (3)
    36:12;82:16;88:11
late (1)
    89:18
later (3)
    16:10;46:14;74:23
laugh (1)
    115:17
law (9)
    23:18;24:8;64:22;
    73:2;80:22;81:11;
    87:6;88:21;107:3
Laws (1)
    3:19
lawsuit (1)
    86:5
lay (3)
    67:18;83:17;93:17
laying (2)
    91:10;111:4
lead (1)
    30:6
leader (2)
    38:7;42:4
leaders (2)
    11:9;35:4
leadership (2)
    30:16;56:17
leading (2)
    35:23;56:3
learn (2)
    31:21;43:3
learned (3)
    29:14;51:2;83:6
least (6)
    27:17;53:18;73:19;
    79:20,21;95:21
leave (5)
    18:14;50:3,4;79:3,
    17
leaving (3)
    32:8;38:2;95:20
lectures (1)
    31:19
Leeder (4)
    50:14,15,19,20
L-E-E-D-E-R (1)
    50:20
left (3)
    59:8;68:10;75:24
leftovers (1)
    45:11
leg (1)


    67:19
Legal (2)
    2:23;24:5
legislative (1)
    81:10
legislators (1)
    16:6
legislature (2)
    81:12;116:21
less (7)
    29:9;48:6,7,20,24;
    87:21,21
letter (3)
    19:21;21:11;25:19
letting (1)
    108:9
level (5)
    40:22;48:6;78:19;
    84:15,18
levels (5)
    14:6;28:18;33:22;
    44:25;112:25
library (1)
    4:11
lie (1)
    26:1
lied (1)
    49:3
lies (1)
    68:21
life (8)
    7:24,24;30:1;
    67:18;79:4;105:17,
    19;110:21
lifetime (1)
    53:19
light (2)
    52:10;81:5
lighthouses (1)
    52:9
lightning (1)
    104:7
lights (3)
    52:8,8;113:13
light's (1)
    52:11
likely (3)
    20:24;21:1;87:7
likes (1)
    108:19
limit (2)
    27:14;51:19
limited (3)
    3:10;60:18;66:1
limits (2)
    5:10;44:23
line (14)
    18:24;46:15,20;
    47:1,2,3,13,14;49:21;
    50:11;63:11;65:15;
    116:12;117:9
lines (1)
    63:2


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(12) issue - lines







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


link (3)
    59:20;61:5,23
lip (1)
    54:13
list (1)
    63:23
listened (3)
    60:10,13,13
listening (2)
    16:14;33:12
literally (4)
    84:3;90:6;103:24;
    108:3
litter (1)
    79:8
Little (9)
    36:24;46:14;48:3,
    15;60:1;62:18;
    101:17;104:13;108:2
live (7)
    8:20;16:2;24:19;
    43:5;55:15;92:22;
    110:14
lived (4)
    50:23;51:10;92:24;
    106:16
lives (3)
    112:24;113:10,10
living (4)
    45:7;51:2;53:23;
    55:3
LLC (3)
    3:3;64:16,16
loans (1)
    82:18
lobster (1)
    99:17
local (10)
    8:3;11:10;16:23,
    25;17:8,23;75:5;
    84:14;85:9;88:4
locally (1)
    6:22
located (2)
    3:19;85:17
location (15)
    3:14,15;20:25;
    26:9,16;32:15,15,18,
    21,25;45:18,23;
    46:22;82:11;88:21
Loggerhead (1)
    99:23
logical (2)
    46:24;47:6
London (1)
    22:14
lonesome (2)
    60:14,15
long (7)
    31:20;33:7;36:10;
    63:16;68:15;104:8;
    117:1
longer (5)


    8:3;38:11,17;
    84:19;89:19
long-term (4)
    18:8;28:11;30:2;
    76:5
longwinded (1)
    65:3
look (22)
    7:23;11:1;47:15;
    48:14;55:22;61:9,15,
    18;66:15;68:8,9;
    69:15;91:6;93:4;
    103:17;104:24,25;
    105:15;110:1;115:1,
    7;116:5
looked (3)
    26:20;40:23;49:2
looking (10)
    37:19;41:4;48:23;
    49:16;61:11;91:22;
    94:16;102:13;
    104:11;111:12
looks (4)
    10:15;48:22;100:8;
    103:23
lose (3)
    33:20;48:9;96:23
loser (1)
    98:20
loss (1)
    36:6
losses (1)
    77:22
lost (2)
    30:10;98:23
lot (27)
    17:21;18:14;26:23;
    31:17;36:2;37:11,20;
    48:4;51:2;52:5;53:2,
    25;54:1,9;59:7;60:7,
    8,8;97:4;98:7;
    102:10,23;103:18;
    109:10,14;115:24,24
loud (3)
    60:25;65:13,19
Louder (1)
    2:5
loudly (3)
    9:24;10:12;42:18
lousy (1)
    60:12
low (4)
    29:24;45:2;82:11;
    102:8
lower (6)
    14:7;38:12,13;
    47:25;48:1;87:15
lowest (3)
    47:8,9,9
low-lying (1)
    33:19
Lubchenco (1)
    107:4


luxury (1)
    58:17
Lying (1)
    14:20
Lynch (1)
    23:11


M


Maggie (1)
    73:4
magnetic (2)
    14:7,16
magnets (2)
    105:8,10
main (1)
    33:24
Maine (3)
    29:9,12;67:3
mainland (9)
    7:9;17:5,12;44:4;
    73:9;87:14;94:2;
    97:14;100:19
maintaining (1)
    84:22
maintenance (3)
    48:1;67:22;85:8
major (2)
    20:2;41:24
makes (1)
    71:3
making (4)
    4:8;80:10;82:22;
    112:20
Mammal (1)
    102:24
mammals (1)
    99:10
management (11)
    3:7;6:1;41:11,13,
    14;56:19;57:22;80:8;
    82:2;86:1,14
Management's (2)
    2:11,21
manager (1)
    71:5
Managing (1)
    6:19
Mannix (3)
    39:13,14,17
M-A-N-N-I-X (1)
    39:17
manufacturing (1)
    20:1
many (16)
    6:2;7:3;42:22;
    44:4;45:19;55:14;
    57:5,25;59:14,23;
    61:1;78:3,8;80:16;
    87:10;92:8
marine (9)
    99:10;100:14,17,
    23;102:2,24;103:14;


    105:17,19
Marion (1)
    67:1
Massachusetts (1)
    37:12
Master (1)
    25:21
materials (3)
    3:8;21:16;80:8
mating (1)
    21:6
matter (12)
    10:15,17;18:19;
    22:22;23:6;28:10;
    45:18;92:2;97:25;
    98:2,9;104:11
Matthew (1)
    39:12
maximum (1)
    14:14
May (11)
    4:17;5:2,10;18:20;
    20:19;21:4;47:22;
    92:8;100:24,24;
    101:11
Maybe (5)
    15:7;27:22;46:19;
    49:3;68:21
McCaffrey (4)
    39:8;112:5,6,8
McCarthy (6)
    8:17,18,19;12:3,5;
    61:10
McElroy (3)
    5:20,21,22
mean (4)
    59:12;60:20,25;
    103:20
meaningful (3)
    28:22;29:22;30:21
means (7)
    4:4;7:12;41:22;
    51:3,8;76:4;99:18
measured (2)
    14:17;81:16
measures (1)
    66:23
medical (1)
    14:10
meeting (3)
    10:22;11:1;75:18
meetings (2)
    39:22;42:11
meets (1)
    56:16
Meg (2)
    83:1,4
megawatts (2)
    57:10;71:13
member (6)
    16:19;40:1;44:8,9;
    60:2;70:22
members (8)


    4:6;30:14,14;
    33:15;55:14;90:14,
    18;112:11
memo (1)
    23:7
mention (4)
    27:17;42:24;45:16;
    68:20
mentioned (3)
    33:17;44:24;57:1
mercury (1)
    112:25
mere (1)
    78:17
message (2)
    60:24;62:21
messages (1)
    110:22
met (1)
    78:21
metal (1)
    76:12
metals (1)
    25:23
meteorology (1)
    19:23
methane (4)
    20:20,25;24:1;69:6
method (2)
    18:3;78:2
metric (1)
    34:18
Michael (3)
    2:24;73:4;86:12
microscope (1)
    63:24
microwave (1)
    45:11
middle (2)
    84:3;102:8
Midwestern (1)
    38:18
might (11)
    6:11;22:24;43:20;
    44:6,19;52:7;54:17;
    67:10,25;74:22;
    85:10
migrate (1)
    99:18
migration (3)
    41:22;86:23;87:8
migratory (6)
    85:18,22;87:6;
    99:16,20;100:2
mile (2)
    26:4;68:22
mile-and-a-half (1)
    96:25
miles (5)
    21:18;76:10;78:3;
    79:17;109:3
milk (2)
    50:24;87:11


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(13) link - milk







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


milligauss (1)
    14:15
million (15)
    7:16,22;8:1,4;17:7;
    22:18,19;27:18;
    40:19;52:19;98:3;
    99:4;101:2,3,21
mind (3)
    58:22;81:18;
    108:18
mine (1)
    108:19
mined (1)
    105:4
mineral (1)
    105:3
minimal (1)
    77:22
minimization (1)
    76:9
minute (1)
    5:6
minutes (3)
    4:23;66:1,5
miscue (3)
    99:16,17,19
misinformed (1)
    103:19
misled (1)
    67:10
mispronouncing (1)
    43:21
miss (1)
    94:13
missed (1)
    94:13
missing (5)
    37:16,16;100:5;
    104:19,21
mission (1)
    55:16
mistake (2)
    10:21;106:3
mitigate (1)
    6:11
mitigation (1)
    20:12
mobilize (1)
    57:16
modern (1)
    87:19
modification (4)
    3:4,11;4:2;75:25
modified (1)
    76:17
moment (3)
    57:6;92:19;114:3
Monday (1)
    4:13
monetary (1)
    98:14
money (15)
    18:14;29:15;30:2;


    38:4;46:17;48:11,12,
    13,15;54:10;64:19;
    102:17;108:12;
    115:24;116:17
money's (1)
    101:23
month (2)
    116:1,2
moorings (1)
    26:13
moratorium (1)
    31:25
more (37)
    8:3;10:22;11:15,
    22;26:18;34:18;36:9;
    43:3,4;44:3;45:9;
    46:14,17;48:5,11,15;
    50:11;51:22,24;
    54:24;61:15;66:24;
    70:3;89:7,25;92:8,
    12;95:24;96:13;
    98:23;102:23;103:1;
    105:6,11;110:7;
    111:20;116:5
most (11)
    29:7;34:5;37:25;
    38:14;51:4;69:14;
    71:10;82:19;85:21;
    94:4;107:17
mothers (1)
    15:3
motivates (1)
    62:18
mountain (2)
    112:23;113:12
move (4)
    33:8;39:5;57:20;
    99:18
moving (2)
    37:24;38:20
Mt (1)
    115:5
much (27)
    8:14;12:4;15:9;
    26:15;27:25;28:2;
    32:25;33:8;35:12;
    36:9,9;40:14;51:20,
    25;55:8;68:2;69:10;
    76:22;77:1,6;81:1;
    89:20;95:24;102:18;
    109:19;113:20,22
multi-billion (1)
    97:21
multinational (1)
    20:2
multiple (2)
    28:18;51:1
multiplier (1)
    7:19
must (9)
    15:24;49:11;61:21;
    77:4;79:21;80:9;
    111:2,16,24


myopic (2)
    61:9,11
myopically (1)
    11:2
Myron (2)
    12:6,9
M-Y-R-O-N (1)
    12:8
myself (8)
    7:12;18:23;27:15;
    58:25;60:13;61:23;
    62:25;102:25


N


name (32)
    2:10,19;4:24;5:22;
    6:16;8:18;12:9;
    16:12,18;24:18;31:6;
    33:12;36:23;37:4;
    39:12,13;43:21;44:1;
    46:5;50:18,19;55:11;
    58:14;70:18;72:25;
    83:4;89:16;90:23;
    92:21;96:1;105:25;
    112:7
named (1)
    54:25
name's (3)
    35:16;81:24;
    114:16
Nantucket (1)
    90:22
Narragansett (62)
    3:1,14,22;4:11,15;
    8:20,21;9:23;10:3,
    12;12:10,16;16:1;
    17:13,14,18,20,20,
    22;18:11,12,13,15,
    16,17;19:15;21:19;
    24:19;26:2;28:6;
    32:16;33:2,16;40:1,
    7;42:8,12;43:16;
    44:11;50:23;53:25;
    54:4,10;55:15;58:16;
    63:14;65:4,12;74:10,
    14,17;75:1;79:10;
    83:3,5,6,12;90:19;
    96:8;101:15;114:4;
    115:18
narrowly (1)
    41:5
Nasa (1)
    71:6
nation (6)
    36:1;51:16;112:16,
    21;113:2;115:2
National (12)
    21:21;29:7;55:13;
    56:7;58:6;85:6,16,
    19;101:7;102:1;
    107:21;115:18
nation's (2)


    114:3,5
native (1)
    104:17
natural (2)
    99:20;113:19
nature (2)
    85:13,25
nautical (1)
    26:3
naval (1)
    19:22
navigation (1)
    19:24
Navigational (2)
    99:16,17
Navy (1)
    24:9
naysayers (1)
    18:6
nearby (1)
    44:19
necessary (2)
    5:5;86:20
need (32)
    8:6;16:4;17:9;18:3,
    25;19:7;27:7;31:22;
    32:4;33:22;36:4;
    41:9;46:15;49:17,18;
    54:5,14;55:22;57:7;
    61:19;63:23;70:8,10;
    74:2;82:6;91:16;
    98:7;103:13,13;
    104:5;106:14;110:1
needed (3)
    17:20;76:3;80:14
needs (12)
    9:2;17:5,24;26:8;
    30:9;35:22;56:13;
    59:9,11;75:23;77:11;
    94:6
negative (3)
    22:20;69:16;
    111:17
negatively (1)
    99:14
neighborhood (1)
    7:25
neighborhoods (1)
    38:13
neighbors (3)
    53:24;87:12;93:10
neodymium (1)
    105:2
N-E-O-D-Y-M-I-U-M (1)
    105:3
net (2)
    23:4;99:5
Netherlands (1)
    16:5
nets (4)
    26:5;99:1,1,1
neuromuscular (1)
    14:12


New (20)
    4:16;9:14;11:15;
    16:19;22:14;24:3;
    34:14;38:16;57:19;
    64:18;70:21;80:25;
    87:6;96:17,21;
    112:10,11;113:15;
    114:3,8
Newport (1)
    73:2
news (2)
    45:8;113:15
Next (33)
    6:14;8:17;12:6;
    15:11;16:15;19:10;
    28:2;31:3;33:9;
    35:13;36:21;37:2;
    39:7,12;43:18;46:5;
    50:13;55:9;58:12;
    72:23;81:21;82:25;
    89:14;92:5,17,18,19;
    93:22;95:17;102:5,
    20;105:22;110:7
nice (2)
    69:9;95:16
nine (1)
    11:20
nitrogen (1)
    34:21
NOAA (2)
    106:25;107:5
nobody (4)
    62:2;90:25;107:8;
    108:20
nobody's (2)
    91:23;109:11
nonionizing (1)
    13:24
nor (1)
    21:23
normally (2)
    47:20,22
Norris (4)
    16:16,18;19:9;
    68:11
North (4)
    31:7,24;52:10;84:4
note (1)
    5:4
noted (4)
    4:2;22:7;23:9;
    74:18
Notice (2)
    3:23;74:12
notices (1)
    3:21
notified (1)
    107:20
nuclear (1)
    105:6
number (7)
    16:23;17:1;20:13;
    27:21;40:14;62:12;


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(14) milligauss - number







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    93:9
numerous (2)
    70:23;75:17
nutrients (1)
    99:6


O


oath (1)
    88:5
Obama (3)
    35:6;86:4;87:4
object (1)
    15:25
objected (1)
    10:12
objections (3)
    20:4;52:5;53:9
objector (1)
    12:13
obtaining (1)
    82:7
obvious (1)
    47:7
obviously (3)
    17:14;47:8;49:15
occur (2)
    76:19;83:16
occurred (1)
    19:4
ocean (24)
    20:8,13,13;25:5;
    33:22;41:19;56:19;
    67:19;76:11,12;79:3,
    8,17;90:17;98:4,12;
    99:2,3;103:25;105:9;
    107:23;108:17;
    110:17;117:5
Oceanic (1)
    107:21
oceanography (1)
    19:23
oceans (1)
    100:25
o'clock (1)
    60:11
October (2)
    3:11;48:21
off (25)
    19:4;22:2;26:1,6;
    32:20;34:20;37:20,
    24;45:14;51:9;56:21;
    57:16,18;67:19;
    80:25;82:18;85:4;
    94:12;98:12;99:21;
    100:14,17;103:3;
    105:24;113:12
offer (2)
    112:12,14
offered (3)
    9:15;62:13;88:24
Office (7)
    2:12,21,23;60:12;


    90:7;97:10;108:22
official (1)
    116:22
officials (3)
    10:13;69:20;83:9
offset (4)
    17:5;52:18;81:3;
    103:16
offshore (20)
    10:8;34:5;35:1,6,
    10,20;36:8,15,25;
    56:8,12,23;57:10;
    71:11,13,14;76:23;
    77:1,7;114:11
oil (2)
    8:4;19:3
old (2)
    61:4;64:8
oldest (1)
    31:13
Once (3)
    96:23,24;98:18
One (37)
    10:20;18:4;22:7;
    24:23;26:3;30:12;
    33:1,23;51:5;54:24;
    58:15;59:17,19,20;
    61:23;62:4,15;65:6;
    66:18,19;68:19;
    71:10;81:4;83:20;
    85:12,14,21;87:1;
    90:18;93:18;98:15;
    103:7;104:8;105:5;
    110:25;112:24;
    114:19
O'NEIL (5)
    58:14,15;66:6,15;
    69:13
O'Neill (3)
    23:11;58:13;69:24
ones (1)
    52:6
one's (2)
    64:21;69:8
one-third (1)
    29:10
ongoing (1)
    100:12
online (4)
    15:8;34:17;57:13;
    80:21
only (22)
    11:5;19:2;22:10;
    24:22;30:5;32:9;
    34:14;35:21;38:21;
    39:17;48:12,13;
    51:19;55:22;56:4;
    61:5;71:1;78:3;88:6;
    93:23;100:23;112:16
onset (1)
    58:19
onshore/offshore (1)
    71:16


onto (3)
    12:18;26:2;38:12
open (1)
    98:8
operated (1)
    14:13
operations (2)
    12:22;113:17
opinion (1)
    71:20
opponent (1)
    35:7
opportune (1)
    15:23
opportunities (1)
    30:10
opportunity (21)
    4:1;8:15;16:18;
    17:11,19;19:2;28:19;
    37:10;38:7,9;44:12;
    71:3;73:24;93:8;
    94:25;106:13;
    110:11,14,20;112:7;
    114:11
opposed (3)
    23:12;43:4;88:18
opposition (7)
    28:13;72:7;73:5;
    74:9,25;83:13;84:6
options (1)
    88:25
order (4)
    4:21;78:15;88:1;
    106:20
O'REILY (2)
    70:7,10
organization (5)
    6:21;31:14;55:17,
    17;58:7
organizations (1)
    35:3
organizer (3)
    37:6,7;39:2
original (1)
    24:20
otherwise (1)
    4:5
ourselves (2)
    62:10;107:16
out (45)
    6:9;26:3,5;27:15;
    29:16;32:5,14;33:4;
    37:20;42:1;45:25;
    48:11;50:24;51:20,
    20;53:18,23,23;
    63:18,23;68:8;72:3;
    74:11,23;75:10;
    78:25;83:21;90:25;
    91:10;92:3;93:12;
    94:8;96:18;101:21;
    102:15;104:8;
    107:16,19;108:17,18,
    18,19,20;111:21;


    117:6
outdated (6)
    11:6;53:14;112:20;
    113:19,24;114:6
outfit (1)
    52:22
outline (1)
    61:17
outlines (1)
    25:20
out-of-country (1)
    38:3
out-of-state (1)
    38:2
outrageous (1)
    11:19
outright (1)
    75:13
outside (4)
    20:14;72:9;108:21,
    21
outweighed (1)
    40:18
over (32)
    7:24;16:24;17:7;
    21:17;27:19;29:12;
    42:16;46:1;53:18;
    55:7,13;57:10;58:7,
    20;59:14;62:1;71:12;
    90:17,17;91:10,20,
    21;92:24;96:21;
    97:13,13;99:5;103:7;
    107:14;110:1;
    114:18;115:15
overall (4)
    22:6,25;60:19;80:9
overloaded (1)
    69:3
overlook (3)
    27:2;92:22;93:15
overreaching (1)
    110:2
overregulated (2)
    41:21;98:22
overregulation (1)
    98:25
overseas (1)
    57:13
overseer (1)
    86:16
overtaken (1)
    9:4
overwhelming (2)
    42:13;74:25
own (5)
    24:11,14;45:16;
    76:7,13
owned (3)
    65:21;73:21;
    107:11
oxides (1)
    34:21
oystering (1)


    91:2


P


pacemakers (1)
    14:11
packed (1)
    65:12
Page (2)
    40:12;41:5
pages (1)
    105:17
paid (3)
    7:7;78:23;109:21
Pale (1)
    11:13
panels (1)
    51:11
paper (2)
    48:19;49:1
paranoid (1)
    108:2
parking (1)
    26:23
parks (1)
    33:4
part (9)
    34:16;40:22;41:24,
    25;42:21;50:21;
    108:6;113:17;115:6
participate (1)
    86:1
particular (2)
    22:10;59:1
particularly (2)
    21:5;56:24
parties (1)
    4:1
Partners (1)
    49:8
party (3)
    42:24;52:9;59:17
pass (2)
    53:11;91:25
passed (1)
    44:14
passionately (1)
    90:24
passive (1)
    87:18
past (4)
    26:4;38:9;42:23;
    90:13
path (3)
    27:4;52:4;113:21
patience (1)
    117:18
Patrick (1)
    23:11
patterns (1)
    41:23
Paulsboro (2)
    96:17,21


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(15) numerous - Paulsboro







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


pavilion (2)
    83:24;93:3
pay (19)
    7:9;11:19;27:19;
    40:21;47:9;48:5;
    59:14;64:24;67:16,
    22,23;82:18;87:9;
    94:1,2;95:4,6,7;116:5
payers (11)
    9:13;11:18;22:17;
    27:18;40:20;42:14;
    49:14;50:9;53:20;
    67:16;88:9
paying (7)
    67:12;90:8;94:17;
    95:2;100:20;108:11,
    12
payroll (2)
    62:17;70:21
pencils (1)
    50:10
Penn (3)
    6:15,16,17
P-E-N-N (1)
    6:17
pennies (1)
    82:20
people (62)
    7:9;8:22;9:23;
    10:11;26:12;28:11,
    21;29:3;32:20;36:2;
    37:23;42:2,10,17,22,
    23,24;43:2,3,6,10,16;
    44:18;51:5,16;52:7;
    53:3,21,23;59:5,8;
    60:7;62:16;63:14;
    68:24;83:6,14,18;
    87:24;89:19;90:8,12;
    91:9,10;93:20,25;
    94:2;97:4,12;98:25;
    101:12,13;103:10,19;
    107:9,15;108:4,15;
    109:11;111:18;
    113:10;115:17
per (7)
    7:7;9:8,21;11:20;
    67:1;104:5;116:2
percent (9)
    7:11;9:10;13:19;
    34:13;38:1;47:17,19;
    98:24;116:17
perfect (2)
    54:16;117:3
performed (1)
    40:25
Perhaps (4)
    29:23;39:13;43:21;
    112:15
period (3)
    4:13;5:8;27:20
permanent (6)
    13:9;27:22;88:6;
    89:21,22,22


permanently (1)
    26:9
permission (4)
    74:16;75:2,5;79:6
permit (14)
    3:5;6:5;25:2;
    61:13;72:20;73:6,12;
    79:11;80:2,4;81:19;
    84:8;89:12;112:12
permits (5)
    60:20;72:10;75:23;
    77:11;87:4
person (6)
    55:3;59:17;62:15;
    98:15;111:22;116:23
personal (1)
    45:16
personally (2)
    113:9;115:7
person's (1)
    116:1
pervasive (1)
    59:22
Peter (6)
    11:11;31:4,6;
    33:17;43:19;44:1
ph (4)
    22:13;31:19;55:1;
    73:4
phone (2)
    70:16;110:22
physician (1)
    44:2
picture (4)
    103:21;108:5,6;
    109:15
Pike (4)
    16:16,17,19;68:11
pilot (1)
    106:12
pipes (4)
    91:8,12,13,14
pitch (1)
    69:16
pitting (1)
    101:14
place (4)
    26:13;53:12;69:7;
    75:12
placed (1)
    4:11
placement (1)
    6:6
places (3)
    39:18;85:14;86:23
plan (5)
    12:22;35:7;56:19,
    21;57:3
planes (1)
    91:21
planet (1)
    113:4
planets (1)


    20:15
Planning (4)
    16:25,25;65:5;
    114:19
plans (12)
    12:15;27:8,12;
    74:3,9;76:18;77:2;
    78:1;79:10,17;104:9,
    10
plant (5)
    38:18;64:6;68:20;
    69:1,11
plants (5)
    33:24;34:1;38:12;
    107:13;113:16
Plastics (1)
    116:9
platitudes (1)
    40:5
playing (1)
    30:25
plays (1)
    114:4
please (12)
    4:7,7,20,24;5:4,9;
    31:1;66:14;70:2,12,
    13;91:25
pleased (2)
    6:9;35:2
plenty (1)
    31:20
plight (1)
    59:9
plus (1)
    29:13
PM (6)
    2:1,18;4:13,16,17;
    117:19
pockets (2)
    20:20,25
podium (1)
    4:25
Point (28)
    16:3;17:8;26:1;
    32:14;46:9,10,15,22;
    53:3;54:12;61:18,20;
    62:22;63:5,15,17,19;
    64:9;65:17;72:3;
    78:25;80:18;83:21;
    90:6;93:19,20;
    107:24;108:23
pointed (2)
    74:11;75:10
points (1)
    92:25
poised (1)
    85:3
policy (13)
    28:16,22;29:22;
    30:22;34:7;65:24;
    66:16;67:5;68:7;
    86:14;87:14;88:22;
    111:25


political (3)
    10:22;11:9;30:16
politician (1)
    70:1
politicians (1)
    29:18
politicking (1)
    66:10
politics (2)
    16:24;17:23
pollution (6)
    32:13;34:1,19;
    36:5;38:19;82:14
Pond (1)
    22:1
poor (2)
    30:12;61:2
poorly (1)
    86:2
port (3)
    94:14,20;96:6
portion (4)
    28:5;104:14,16;
    107:23
pose (4)
    6:8;15:21;89:11;
    92:8
posing (1)
    87:21
position (11)
    14:3,19,20;17:4;
    30:15;60:21;62:15;
    65:10,11;66:17;81:5
positions (1)
    17:1
positive (3)
    23:4;41:15;84:10
possibility (1)
    103:8
possible (1)
    33:6
possibly (1)
    82:16
posted (1)
    3:23
posture (1)
    62:20
potential (6)
    21:10;44:5;64:5;
    84:10;104:4;116:13
Power (33)
    7:13,17;9:17,20;
    11:8;12:11;13:2,4;
    23:3,18;29:8;31:22;
    32:12;33:24;34:1;
    35:20;38:12,18;
    48:19,22;50:1,1;
    51:13;56:9,12;57:10;
    72:2;80:23,25;81:6;
    88:16;98:4;116:1
powerful (1)
    99:19
power's (1)


    116:6
practiced (1)
    44:2
practices (2)
    71:23;82:8
predator (1)
    111:11
predicted (2)
    34:10,14
prefer (1)
    113:20
preferable (1)
    75:17
premature (1)
    74:18
prepare (1)
    5:14
prepared (3)
    8:24;15:20;19:12
present (4)
    11:24;61:17;86:24;
    92:13
presentation (1)
    5:4
presented (3)
    23:1;44:7;74:8
preservation (1)
    81:13
preserve (1)
    64:3
preserving (1)
    29:4
President (3)
    35:6;86:8;89:17
press (1)
    86:7
pressure (1)
    30:18
pressures (1)
    30:11
presumably (1)
    22:12
pretending (1)
    102:14
pretextual (1)
    22:11
pretty (2)
    95:14;100:4
prevent (1)
    46:19
Previous (4)
    4:14;15:25;44:8,23
previously (3)
    20:8;33:1;74:8
prey (2)
    111:11,15
price (2)
    23:20;87:9
primary (1)
    81:14
principle (1)
    81:15
printed (1)


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(16) pavilion - printed







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    64:12
pristine (1)
    69:2
private (13)
    22:3,10;23:15;
    24:6;56:18;64:21,24;
    65:6,20;73:21;88:19;
    107:11,14
privatization (1)
    106:18
privatize (1)
    110:3
privatizing (1)
    107:7
pro (1)
    109:22
probably (9)
    24:21;45:8;46:15;
    48:4;52:17;53:15;
    67:25;68:14;115:4
problem (9)
    6:8;26:18;32:11;
    59:22;62:9,10;87:12;
    102:10,11
problems (3)
    36:6;47:24;59:22
procedural (1)
    28:20
procedure (1)
    4:18
Procedures (1)
    3:18
proceed (3)
    2:4;62:8;111:25
proceeded (1)
    75:5
proceeding (1)
    77:3
proceeds (1)
    34:10
process (6)
    5:15;20:12,19;
    31:1;79:23;115:1
processed (1)
    6:22
produce (3)
    34:13;44:20;55:4
produced (1)
    45:1
producers (1)
    9:16
produces (2)
    55:5,7
producing (5)
    30:3;45:5;53:1;
    57:9,12
product (1)
    107:17
production (1)
    12:13
products (1)
    6:22
Professional (4)


    8:22;15:5;52:22;
    116:24
Professionally (1)
    6:18
professor (3)
    60:3,4,10
profit (3)
    86:19;115:17,18
program (1)
    107:1
project (98)
    6:3;7:1,3;9:5,11,
    25;10:2,3,9;11:2,6,7,
    14,17;22:17,24;23:1,
    12;27:14,16,20,23;
    28:15,19;30:13;
    32:22;34:16;35:11;
    37:19;38:6,20;39:3,
    18,24;40:6,9,17;41:2,
    15,19;42:7,17;43:4;
    44:15;45:2,22;51:25;
    53:7,10,13;54:23;
    56:23;57:4;58:3,9;
    60:19;61:2,7,15;
    67:4;68:6;69:17,21;
    71:3,5,6,21,24;74:20,
    25;75:12;76:1,3,23,
    24;77:3,6,16,18,21;
    80:13,14;83:14;
    84:10,12,15;87:23;
    88:18;89:24;90:8,16;
    91:4,6;101:22;106:7,
    12;112:13;114:24
projected (1)
    7:24
projects (7)
    11:16;22:6;43:9,
    11;57:11;71:13;
    115:2
project's (3)
    33:6;53:15;67:13
promise (1)
    111:8
promises (1)
    112:1
promising (1)
    34:5
prompt (1)
    59:12
prone (1)
    14:20
pronounce (2)
    35:15;106:1
proof (3)
    75:22;78:22;80:3
propaganda (2)
    49:1,1
Propane (1)
    87:18
proper (1)
    101:5
properly (2)
    14:25;23:25


Properties (3)
    10:6,16;93:11
property (6)
    21:15;42:20;65:1;
    75:2;107:7;110:4
proponent (1)
    77:17
proposal (6)
    20:6;26:19;28:14;
    50:11;74:12;76:15
proposed (14)
    12:17;20:12;21:15;
    56:22;58:4;68:9,22;
    69:17;73:7;74:10,22;
    76:20;82:5;83:7
proposes (2)
    3:15;45:20
prosecutor (1)
    60:7
prospect (1)
    77:13
prospective (2)
    48:13;112:14
prosthetic (1)
    14:13
prosydium (1)
    105:2
P-R-O-S-Y-D-I-U-M (1)
    105:4
protect (6)
    64:4;89:6;102:1,2,
    2,3
protected (4)
    86:6,23;99:11;
    102:24
protecting (2)
    55:16;87:6
protest (2)
    12:17,19
proud (1)
    115:3
prove (1)
    82:12
proven (4)
    23:4;49:7,12;50:2
provided (1)
    73:23
Providence (3)
    62:21;67:6;90:7
providing (4)
    4:4;7:21;19:16;
    73:18
public (70)
    2:4;3:2,10,21;4:11,
    12,14;10:10,18;11:1,
    23;22:3,6,11,12,15,
    21;23:6,13,14;24:6;
    28:9,16;29:16,21;
    30:3,11;37:22;39:20;
    56:18;60:8;63:16,17;
    64:20,23;65:5,24;
    66:16;67:4;68:6;
    72:12;73:19,24;74:2,


    3,11,12,15,19;75:11;
    80:5,10;83:20;87:14;
    88:12,13,22;90:13;
    96:15;106:22,22,23;
    107:6,7;108:8;110:3,
    3;112:18;115:2,19
publication (1)
    64:12
publicly (2)
    73:20;88:18
published (2)
    3:22;100:3
PUC (10)
    23:10;39:19,25;
    40:10,12,23;41:2;
    42:5;87:16;88:16
pumps (1)
    14:12
purchase (3)
    9:20;23:19;88:16
purported (1)
    76:3
purpose (1)
    3:25
pursuing (1)
    66:23
push (1)
    36:17
pushed (1)
    41:2
put (19)
    30:10;40:5;43:8;
    60:7,20;63:3;64:25;
    66:7;69:1;85:1;
    94:11,14,18,19;
    104:8;106:8;107:18,
    25;108:17
putting (5)
    8:22;29:25;31:25;
    48:25;63:8


Q


Quahog (1)
    53:8
qualifications (1)
    19:20
quality (22)
    3:5,8;6:5;9:2;11:3;
    12:12;15:7;25:1;
    30:1;58:5;60:19;
    61:13;63:25;64:2;
    71:19;72:20;73:6,15;
    75:19;81:20;84:25;
    110:20
quarter (1)
    60:11
quick (3)
    96:19;111:12,16
quickly (1)
    33:6
quid (1)
    109:22


quiet (1)
    70:12
quite (4)
    8:9;62:25;71:14;
    82:16
quo (1)
    109:23
Quonset (2)
    94:14,21
quote (9)
    13:6,6;22:9;41:4;
    80:4;81:13,17;85:20;
    86:9
quoted (1)
    67:1


R


radiation (1)
    13:24
rail (1)
    94:18
Raimondo (2)
    11:11,13
rain (1)
    34:22
raise (2)
    5:5,8
raised (2)
    24:5;44:18
ramping (1)
    113:18
ran (1)
    97:10
rapidly (1)
    56:5
rare (1)
    105:2
rat (1)
    60:6
rate (15)
    9:13;11:18;22:17;
    27:18;37:14;40:20;
    42:14;50:9,9;53:20;
    67:16;88:9;97:15;
    100:20;111:7
rates (14)
    9:15;11:19;40:20;
    42:14;59:13,16,18;
    87:15,17;88:1;97:7,
    23;100:18;108:14
rather (4)
    11:3;76:8;78:24;
    95:6
ravaging (1)
    55:23
reached (3)
    6:9;53:3;54:12
reaches (1)
    79:4
read (9)
    2:3;8:24;19:12;
    26:18;48:18,18;60:1;


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(17) pristine - read







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    105:14,17
reading (3)
    12:21;24:20;54:25
ready (1)
    32:4
reaffirmed (1)
    83:13
real (5)
    36:5;39:19;55:25;
    59:7;113:6
reality (1)
    77:12
realize (2)
    57:24;108:5
realized (1)
    76:4
really (29)
    18:1,1,24,24,25;
    19:7;32:3;36:17,24;
    47:4;52:14;54:6;
    57:7;59:17;68:6;
    77:11;84:16,20;
    89:22;92:2;98:7;
    100:21;101:8;
    102:18;103:17,18,20;
    109:15;110:1
rear (1)
    4:20
reason (4)
    41:7;42:6;73:16;
    117:8
reasons (3)
    28:12;61:2;81:2
receive (1)
    40:17
received (2)
    39:18;110:21
recent (4)
    22:8;75:25;81:25;
    82:17
recently (5)
    29:8;31:24;54:24;
    71:10;86:4
recognize (2)
    59:11,15
recognized (3)
    44:15;59:9;85:21
reconnaissance (1)
    104:20
record (7)
    2:4;4:24;22:22;
    23:6;34:24;102:8;
    105:24
records (1)
    82:9
recovery (1)
    78:5
reduce (3)
    7:11;8:11;70:25
reduced (1)
    47:23
reducing (3)
    23:4;32:12;113:16


reefs (1)
    92:3
reenergize (1)
    111:19
reference (1)
    14:9
referenced (2)
    15:4;20:5
references (1)
    13:20
reflect (1)
    76:17
Refuge (3)
    85:7,17;86:2
refusal (1)
    75:14
refusing (1)
    30:22
refute (1)
    23:14
regard (6)
    21:11;44:17;72:11;
    73:25;78:19,22
regarding (4)
    3:2;12:23;15:2;
    24:6
regards (2)
    15:22;99:10
region (2)
    66:25;78:1
regional (1)
    112:14
register (1)
    4:20
registered (2)
    5:18;8:21
registration (1)
    4:22
regularly (2)
    19:19;45:17
regulated (1)
    81:17
regulations (5)
    3:7,9;15:7;80:7;
    115:4
regulatory (4)
    27:2,10;75:16;
    114:25
reinvesting (1)
    38:3
reject (1)
    31:1
rejected (1)
    40:24
relate (2)
    19:20;106:17
related (1)
    56:25
relating (2)
    13:7;14:23
relationship (1)
    111:10
relatively (1)


    82:11
relax (1)
    58:21
release (6)
    20:16,20;24:1,2,2;
    86:12
released (1)
    20:25
releases (1)
    86:7
releasing (1)
    52:15
reliable (1)
    66:24
reliance (3)
    56:1;78:17;114:6
reliant (1)
    8:12
relief (6)
    54:6;59:11,12,12;
    62:6;69:22
relieving (1)
    62:10
relit (1)
    52:10
relocation (1)
    19:6
rely (2)
    29:7;88:2
relying (2)
    76:8;78:23
remaining (1)
    5:7
remains (1)
    89:10
remarks (1)
    117:16
remember (8)
    52:9;63:6,10;
    69:23;90:23;91:1,23,
    24
remind (1)
    81:9
reminding (1)
    31:8
removal (1)
    79:21
renewable (24)
    8:13;28:24;29:2,5;
    30:7,21;31:22;32:12;
    35:1,20,24;36:3,8,19;
    56:20;62:3,4;75:18;
    80:15;82:13;113:21;
    114:9,10,22
repaired (1)
    45:22
report (21)
    12:22;13:5,11,21;
    14:8,9;15:1,4;24:20;
    26:25;34:7,23;75:15;
    76:1,7,16,21;77:8;
    79:1;100:12;104:21
reported (1)


    67:6
REPORTER (1)
    16:11
Report's (1)
    14:1
represent (3)
    16:21;28:5;96:4
representative (3)
    96:2;97:11;112:8
representatives (2)
    97:9,11
represented (1)
    76:24
representing (2)
    33:14;58:24
represents (2)
    28:15;83:15
request (7)
    3:11;4:2;73:5,20,
    25;74:24;81:19
requested (2)
    75:23;80:1
require (5)
    23:25;52:7;73:12,
    14;89:4
required (4)
    15:6;78:15;79:19;
    87:3
requirements (2)
    3:21;64:25
requires (1)
    80:23
requiring (1)
    87:5
rereleased (1)
    34:7
research (5)
    34:6;39:23;78:15;
    90:22;109:20
reserved (1)
    22:5
reside (2)
    59:6,8
residences (1)
    87:19
resident (14)
    6:17;8:21;12:9;
    19:15,18;31:7;37:5;
    39:1;50:20;58:15,17;
    70:20;83:5;114:18
residents (6)
    10:2;33:2;39:22;
    40:2;41:10;54:9
Resistance (1)
    59:1
resisted (1)
    85:6
resource (8)
    34:5;36:11;106:22,
    23,23;107:18;108:8;
    110:3
Resources (15)
    6:1;29:21;30:11,


    12;36:8;38:3;57:16;
    73:21;74:1;81:16;
    100:23;107:7;
    115:20;117:3,11
respect (8)
    5:9;12:24;56:25;
    57:21;63:21;67:9;
    70:5;96:11
Respectfully (1)
    24:8
respects (1)
    25:25
response (1)
    5:14
responsibilities (1)
    28:17
responsibility (4)
    61:7,8;91:18;101:1
responsible (2)
    24:21;56:24
responsibly (3)
    56:6,13,14
rest (5)
    33:3;35:23;36:13;
    38:10,15
restoration (1)
    81:13
restoring (1)
    82:23
restrictions (1)
    86:22
result (1)
    84:13
results (1)
    13:12
rethink (1)
    81:5
retired (1)
    24:9
retiring (1)
    113:16
return (5)
    52:13;92:19;
    110:16;113:23;
    116:17
revenue (1)
    99:22
review (8)
    5:15;12:14;44:12,
    13,14;70:6;74:19;
    77:15
reviewed (2)
    39:25;71:18
revised (1)
    3:15
revisit (1)
    11:16
Rhode (84)
    2:10,20;3:4,20;
    5:23;6:20;7:15,23;
    9:12;10:18,24;11:18;
    16:6;18:10;19:1,18;
    23:10;27:19;28:22;


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(18) reading - Rhode







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    29:3,24;33:14,19;
    34:3,4,6,9,25;35:2,5,
    8,22;36:14,24;37:5,
    25;38:4,4,7,9,19;
    39:1,4;40:7;53:22;
    55:14,20;56:18;
    58:10;59:18;61:3;
    65:22;66:18;73:2;
    82:1;83:19;84:23;
    87:2,14,24;88:6,8,13,
    17;89:17;90:9,10;
    94:21,23;95:22;96:6,
    10,22;98:19;99:23;
    106:12;110:13,16,23;
    111:6,9,11,19;115:15
Richard (2)
    2:22;63:1
ride (1)
    95:20
RIDEM (14)
    74:18;75:7,10;
    76:13;77:11;79:2,6,
    11,16;80:1,6,9,12;
    81:18
RIDEM's (1)
    74:12
ridiculous (2)
    93:12;97:16
RIDOT (1)
    116:23
Riggs (4)
    19:10,16;24:8,12
Rigg's (1)
    24:14
right (34)
    15:19;18:5,8,9,11;
    21:3;26:6;45:19;
    46:10;47:16;50:8;
    54:10;57:1,18;63:9;
    66:6;69:1;73:19;
    83:24,25;84:1;90:19;
    93:14;96:9;97:24;
    98:1;99:11,24;100:1,
    5;107:21;108:8;
    109:23;111:2
rights (1)
    76:25
rise (2)
    84:15,19
rising (1)
    33:21
risk (2)
    84:12;87:21
risky (1)
    42:7
Rivers (1)
    73:13
Road (8)
    8:20;16:3;34:20;
    46:9,10,16,23;85:1
roads (1)
    94:19
Robert (3)


    19:14;24:18;
    114:17
Rogers (3)
    83:1,2,4
role (2)
    30:25;114:5
Ron (3)
    2:10,19;117:16
room (2)
    92:15;100:17
rotting (1)
    105:7
route (1)
    99:20
routes (2)
    99:16;100:2
row (1)
    2:6
Roy (1)
    89:15
Rule (2)
    15:7;80:6
rules (7)
    3:6;15:6;66:11,12,
    12,12;80:7
run (5)
    9:20;36:10;47:13,
    14;68:1
running (8)
    16:1;44:19;72:14;
    96:18;98:1;101:23;
    103:6;115:15
runs (2)
    71:17,22
Rushmore (1)
    115:5
rusty (1)
    84:25


S


sacrificing (1)
    75:19
sad (3)
    40:22;101:24;
    117:11
Safe (1)
    52:22
safely (1)
    108:19
safety (6)
    12:24;13:7,23;
    15:2;72:12;96:25
Salafia (4)
    81:22,23,23,25
S-A-L-A-F-I-A (1)
    81:24
Salt (1)
    22:1
Samantha (2)
    35:14,17
same (6)
    45:23;47:3;55:4;


    86:12;97:12;100:20
sand (8)
    12:20;13:13,13,18;
    14:21;78:7;91:7,23
sandbar (1)
    99:13
sandy (3)
    12:19;14:4;33:21
sane (2)
    62:8;111:24
Sara (2)
    110:8,12
satisfied (1)
    75:22
satisfy (1)
    80:14
save (6)
    67:11;94:25;97:19,
    20;102:15;108:3
saved (2)
    62:23;63:15
savings (1)
    72:1
saw (2)
    33:1;68:25
saying (5)
    54:13;65:3;94:16;
    103:19;111:15
scale (2)
    28:10;82:24
Scarborough (23)
    3:16;6:24;10:7;
    12:16;13:13;14:24;
    17:17;22:2;26:19,23;
    42:25;44:8;73:11;
    82:9;83:19,23;84:3;
    85:4;88:25;91:11;
    93:9;101:8;111:5
scarce (1)
    30:11
scenic (1)
    64:5
schedule (1)
    75:5
scheme (1)
    29:23
Schilling (1)
    69:16
scholarly (1)
    86:15
school (3)
    18:18,19;37:16
Science (3)
    25:21;78:20;82:2
scientific (2)
    78:14,24
scientists (1)
    30:4
scope (2)
    32:23;60:22
scrap (1)
    53:16
scrutinized (1)


    40:23
scrutiny (3)
    39:19;43:8;63:21
sea (10)
    19:23;26:11,14;
    31:19;32:4;33:21;
    84:15,18;108:19,20
season (2)
    21:6;102:8
second (8)
    17:2;19:25;21:2;
    34:13;39:21;66:3;
    73:17;93:20
secondary (1)
    17:25
Secondly (2)
    21:13;22:3
secret (1)
    86:2
Section (4)
    13:11;73:12,13,15
sector (1)
    56:18
secured (3)
    74:17,21;76:25
Security (1)
    108:23
sediment (1)
    78:8
seek (1)
    59:21
seeks (1)
    65:20
seem (4)
    15:5;53:9;66:10;
    111:9
seems (1)
    46:24
sees (2)
    74:2;108:20
selected (1)
    115:21
self-serving (1)
    76:9
Senator (3)
    28:5;83:12;89:23
senior (1)
    112:8
sense (6)
    60:5;61:15;95:12,
    14,15;115:22
senses (1)
    98:7
sensitive (3)
    19:3;86:24;89:7
sent (1)
    25:19
sentiment (1)
    42:13
separate (3)
    20:1;22:25;24:22
septic (1)
    46:10


septic's (1)
    46:12
sequence (1)
    10:22
sequestered (1)
    20:16
series (2)
    31:18;39:22
serious (3)
    26:18;33:18;59:21
seriously (5)
    36:18,19;56:12;
    99:21;102:22
serve (2)
    68:5;79:13
served (2)
    16:23;70:23
service (4)
    54:13;67:24;85:19;
    90:13
Services (2)
    2:23;7:15
set (4)
    22:20;23:19;44:24;
    97:2
setting (1)
    72:21
settled (1)
    86:4
settlement (1)
    86:8
several (5)
    12:10;25:25;50:23;
    96:15;110:15
severe (1)
    77:25
severely (2)
    76:18;80:16
sewage (3)
    68:20;69:1;91:8
sewer (2)
    46:15,17
sewers (1)
    46:13
shall (1)
    81:14
sham (1)
    98:10
shame (1)
    98:11
shameful (1)
    51:21
shape (1)
    117:11
share (7)
    51:23,24;55:15;
    65:23;72:4;107:1;
    117:7
shared (2)
    39:23;72:4
sharks (1)
    99:13
sharpen (1)


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(19) Richard - sharpen







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    50:10
Shaw (1)
    64:18
shelf (1)
    67:18
shenanigans (1)
    10:23
shielded (1)
    72:13
SHIELDS (10)
    19:11,14;24:10,13,
    18,18;25:4,7,11,18
shift (1)
    57:7
shifting (2)
    12:20;38:12
shipped (2)
    63:11;96:21
shipping (1)
    104:1
Shop's (1)
    54:11
shore (6)
    19:5,5;26:4;57:16;
    100:7,8
Shoreham (3)
    4:16;16:19;70:22
shores (3)
    56:21;57:19;94:12
short (2)
    2:3;14:15
short-term (1)
    76:5
shot (1)
    19:6
show (4)
    13:11;27:3;29:17;
    80:3
shown (3)
    21:23;26:22;44:20
shut (2)
    81:7;107:22
sic (7)
    30:8;43:19;52:13;
    63:1;68:12;89:18;
    97:2
sic/ph (1)
    15:18
sick (1)
    112:21
side (1)
    32:20
Sierra (5)
    31:12;37:6,7;39:2;
    112:9
S-I-E-R-R-A (1)
    37:7
sight (1)
    108:18
sign (3)
    2:7;5:5,9
signed (1)
    29:8


significant (4)
    6:8;20:17;30:17;
    115:13
significantly (1)
    21:4
silent (2)
    4:8;70:5
similar (2)
    44:13;52:24
simple (2)
    7:19;115:14
simply (3)
    78:20;80:24;114:8
single (3)
    55:19;100:22;
    113:3
sit (1)
    116:13
site (8)
    12:15;35:11;68:9;
    74:21,22;79:6;82:10;
    83:22
sites (1)
    56:20
sitting (4)
    45:7;57:18;60:12;
    101:16
situation (1)
    78:4
six (10)
    20:7;27:22;29:17;
    66:17,21;88:6,10;
    89:23,25;103:5
six-and-a-half (1)
    7:22
size (2)
    14:19;84:22
slash (1)
    12:22
slippery (3)
    106:15;107:9;
    110:4
slope (3)
    106:16;107:9;
    110:4
slowly (1)
    5:1
small (7)
    8:19;51:11;54:7;
    82:24;83:20,23;
    107:15
smaller (1)
    116:4
Smart (1)
    86:17
smelled (1)
    60:6
smiling (1)
    101:16
smoke (1)
    103:23
so-called (1)
    78:18


society (8)
    29:1;53:4;74:7;
    86:1;101:20,25;
    113:7;114:2
socioeconomic (2)
    27:13;80:11
soft (1)
    99:5
soil (1)
    99:5
solar (8)
    34:4;48:20,22;
    50:1;51:11,13;87:18;
    116:10
sold (1)
    84:9
sole (1)
    22:18
solely (1)
    76:8
solid (2)
    61:2;79:7
solution (2)
    71:1,1
solutions (2)
    59:21;87:20
solve (1)
    87:12
somebody (4)
    13:17;53:7;55:5;
    101:17
someone (2)
    54:18;55:6
Sometimes (1)
    52:11
somewhat (1)
    113:8
somewhere (6)
    7:25;18:25;47:2;
    52:3;53:7;91:7
song (2)
    64:9;85:19
sooner (1)
    46:13
soot (1)
    34:22
sorry (5)
    15:10;35:14;43:24;
    95:19;96:18
sort (2)
    50:21;109:22
Soule (1)
    8:20
sound (5)
    59:21;62:8;84:18;
    85:11;111:24
source (4)
    37:21;57:18;77:24;
    100:7
sources (1)
    114:7
South (4)
    3:22;19:5;68:22;


    107:23
southeast (2)
    52:10;67:19
southern (1)
    28:5
southward (1)
    26:1
space (2)
    110:10,10
span (2)
    83:20,23
spawning (1)
    98:12
speak (16)
    4:19,25;6:4;9:14;
    15:20;16:18;24:11,
    13;28:13;31:12;
    37:11;48:16;70:11;
    110:12,25;114:12
SPEAKER (47)
    2:6,13,14;5:19;
    8:17;15:11;16:16;
    19:10;24:16;28:2;
    31:15;33:10;35:14;
    36:22;37:2;39:8,9,
    12;43:19;44:23;
    50:14;55:9;58:12;
    65:25;66:4,9,11;
    69:10,23,25;70:6,8,
    14;72:24;81:22;
    82:17;83:1;89:15;
    92:5,7,14,17,18,19;
    95:18;105:23;110:7
speakers (15)
    4:21;5:18;15:25;
    27:16;57:2,5;66:19;
    70:3,5;72:18;92:9,
    12;110:7;117:14,15
speaking (9)
    10:3;16:20;24:12;
    25:21;54:8;58:8;
    73:3;109:19;114:15
speaks (1)
    67:3
special (2)
    49:9;56:19
species (13)
    21:4;77:24;78:5;
    85:18;86:24;87:7;
    99:11,24,25;100:15,
    18;102:3,25
specific (1)
    114:20
speculation (1)
    109:14
speculative (2)
    42:6,7
spell (4)
    15:16;16:11;50:17;
    105:25
spelled (2)
    8:19;73:1
spend (6)


    7:14,18;46:17;
    54:9;69:9;98:3
spending (1)
    82:21
spent (3)
    25:22;49:8;114:18
spill (1)
    19:4
spinning (1)
    57:11
spoke (7)
    42:17;43:3;51:12;
    53:13;90:19,24;
    109:17
spots (1)
    19:3
square (1)
    109:3
squid (1)
    98:13
stage (1)
    27:7
Stakeholders (2)
    60:3,16
Stan (1)
    46:7
stand (11)
    12:13;28:21,21;
    30:20,21;33:20;
    38:10;39:3;43:8;
    63:12;65:9
standalone (2)
    22:24;114:23
Stanley (1)
    46:5
stark (1)
    73:22
start (7)
    13:17;38:23;52:3;
    53:16;102:12;109:6;
    116:11
started (2)
    2:2;57:9
starting (1)
    9:8
starts (1)
    39:13
startup (1)
    47:21
starving (1)
    94:25
State (70)
    3:4,8,16;6:23;9:3;
    10:6,16;11:4,9;19:1,
    18;27:1,19;28:5,12,
    21;29:5,9,23;30:12,
    16,22;31:11,11;32:1,
    2,15,17;33:4,16,19;
    34:15;35:21;36:14;
    37:25;38:1,2;39:4;
    40:25;41:7,25;42:4;
    53:20;54:2,3;59:19,
    23;64:17;65:22;


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(20) Shaw - State







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    66:18;67:3;80:16;
    84:6;89:23;91:17,18;
    93:8;94:6,25;96:15;
    98:19;99:23;110:17,
    17;111:9,20,23;
    115:15,16,21
stated (5)
    9:24;14:7;81:12;
    86:9,17
statement (4)
    2:3;8:24;19:13;
    49:5
statements (2)
    12:23;62:12
states (9)
    9:14;18:9;36:16;
    49:7;55:7;73:23;
    94:11,22;110:15
state's (2)
    75:18;80:14
station (2)
    65:16,17
stem (1)
    30:8
stenographer (1)
    5:1
step (8)
    18:5,8,9,10;36:13;
    73:17;82:22;108:23
steps (2)
    21:24;38:22
steward (2)
    41:12;100:25
stewards (1)
    117:10
still (2)
    75:20;95:22
stimulation (1)
    14:12
stood (2)
    38:16;65:13
stop (10)
    17:9;28:19;52:1;
    54:11,13;65:15,18;
    69:20;80:23;102:12
stopover (1)
    85:18
stopped (1)
    29:19
stopping (1)
    29:3
stops (2)
    65:6,16
store (1)
    54:11
storm (1)
    55:23
story (1)
    42:8
strange (1)
    104:13
Street (1)
    18:17


strict (1)
    63:20
strong (4)
    56:14;61:5;82:2;
    83:13
stronger (1)
    13:16
strongly (5)
    6:24;56:8;57:23;
    58:8,10
structure (1)
    23:20
struggling (3)
    40:4;87:25;111:6
student (2)
    82:18;110:20
students (1)
    110:23
studied (1)
    14:25
studies (1)
    78:24
Studios (4)
    11:5;43:12;69:14;
    111:18
study (12)
    21:9;68:16;70:23;
    99:7,9;100:3,22;
    104:12,14,16;105:14,
    16
stuff (3)
    51:20;53:1;108:3
subject (3)
    44:25;76:23;77:5
submarine (1)
    3:13
submission (1)
    5:12
submit (2)
    24:3;34:23
submitted (6)
    3:11;5:3;23:14;
    75:15;76:22;88:11
subsidiaries (1)
    20:2
subsidize (1)
    87:17
subsidized (2)
    112:17;116:4
subsidizing (1)
    113:24
substation (3)
    21:15;26:24;71:17
suffering (1)
    87:24
suggest (3)
    14:22;27:10;60:24
suit (1)
    14:20
sulfur (1)
    34:22
summarize (1)
    20:4


summary (1)
    43:5
summer (4)
    12:19;59:6;69:9;
    102:8
sun (2)
    45:24;91:10
Sundial (3)
    49:7,9;50:7
sunny (1)
    69:9
supplier (1)
    23:21
supplies (1)
    113:18
support (23)
    2:16;18:6;28:24;
    34:25;35:18;36:25;
    51:25;54:14,22;
    55:15;57:23;58:10;
    64:19;75:22;78:15;
    82:13;87:15;93:24,
    25;111:3;112:12;
    114:21,23
supporters (2)
    29:20;56:15
supporting (1)
    39:3
supports (1)
    56:8
Suppose (1)
    103:4
supposed (2)
    25:14;41:11
supposedly (1)
    90:20
supremacy (1)
    23:21
Supreme (1)
    22:7
Sure (10)
    12:3;27:16;41:14,
    14;45:14,21;51:14;
    101:1;103:13,13
surface (1)
    103:25
surpassed (1)
    11:15
survey (1)
    104:14
survive (3)
    78:8;109:11,11
sustainable (1)
    51:18
sweetheart (1)
    9:10
swimming (2)
    32:20;45:25
system (7)
    3:13;46:11;49:12;
    73:11;113:1;115:11;
    116:10
systems (6)


    32:1;49:9;71:15;
    81:14;82:3;87:18


T


Table (3)
    13:5;37:21,24
takeover (2)
    108:7,7
talk (6)
    42:2;62:23;67:23;
    89:23;102:23;115:17
talked (4)
    42:5;54:18;102:13;
    109:2
talking (2)
    32:16;36:2
talks (2)
    100:12,13
Tanganyika (1)
    55:3
tap (2)
    53:5;57:16
task (1)
    70:24
Tavares (1)
    11:12
taxes (3)
    54:1;90:9;111:8
taxpayers (1)
    72:5
Technical (4)
    2:12,16,21;13:20
technologies (2)
    11:22;29:2
technology (7)
    6:6;9:4;11:15;
    30:6;32:6;114:25;
    117:2
telling (3)
    48:23,24,25
tells (3)
    52:22;64:10;85:20
temporary (5)
    89:24;90:1,2,3,6
ten (7)
    13:17;53:15,17;
    91:7,22;112:24;
    114:18
tens (1)
    57:12
term (1)
    62:24
terms (7)
    8:2;9:5,6;10:21;
    32:8;45:5;76:22
Terrance (2)
    72:24;73:1
terrestrial (1)
    21:18
terrible (2)
    28:16;29:3
Terry (2)


    62:25;97:25
test (2)
    32:6;56:16
tested (1)
    8:6
testified (1)
    88:5
testify (1)
    68:1
testimony (4)
    11:25;28:7;33:12;
    62:19
texts (1)
    110:22
TF (1)
    91:20
thankful (1)
    40:3
Thanks (2)
    33:11;63:14
theoretical (1)
    78:18
theories (2)
    78:17,23
therefore (9)
    13:14;23:9;26:24;
    73:14;75:21;79:23;
    80:9;87:2;99:23
thinking (4)
    25:12;68:24;109:6;
    116:21
third (2)
    23:7,17
thirdly (1)
    94:4
though (1)
    111:1
thought (6)
    58:20;65:23,25;
    68:25;104:12;109:14
thousands (9)
    20:9;30:4,4;57:9,
    12;86:11;106:8,9;
    109:3
threat (8)
    21:10;33:18;55:19;
    56:5;113:3,4,5,5
three (8)
    7:20;21:17;23:10;
    40:24;42:23;88:17;
    92:12,25
three-and-a-half (1)
    9:10
three-quarters (1)
    68:22
throughout (4)
    37:12;59:23,23;
    112:11
throw (1)
    99:21
Tierney (5)
    62:25;72:24,25;
    73:1;97:25


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(21) stated - Tierney







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


T-I-E-R-N-E-Y (1)
    73:1
tilling (1)
    99:5
Times (10)
    3:22;7:9,20;14:16,
    17;20:21;47:18;63:8;
    94:1;99:4
Tina (3)
    92:5;95:18;96:1
Title (1)
    81:12
Today (16)
    2:17,22,24;3:2;
    24:23;31:10;33:12;
    35:2;55:19;57:23;
    58:1,2;71:21;102:7;
    107:20;115:4
Today's (2)
    2:8;50:8
together (2)
    59:20;68:12
told (1)
    101:6
tomorrow (1)
    109:24
tonight (25)
    28:7,13,19;30:20,
    22;31:2,12;37:10,20;
    39:1;52:15;55:12;
    60:17,23;70:18;73:3;
    83:4;84:6;85:3;
    89:11,13,20;110:12;
    114:15;117:18
tons (4)
    34:18,21,21;76:12
tools (1)
    104:18
top (1)
    113:12
tops (1)
    112:23
Toray (1)
    116:9
total (1)
    79:13
totally (1)
    99:15
tough (1)
    30:15
tourism (1)
    97:3
toward (1)
    36:17
towards (2)
    11:5;82:23
towers (2)
    52:8;92:2
Town (55)
    2:16;3:1,14;4:15,
    16;10:1,4,5;11:13;
    16:1,19;17:2,13,14,
    17;18:7,11,14,20;


    32:16;39:21,24;40:1;
    41:24;42:9,11,12,13,
    18,20,22,22,25;43:2;
    44:9,10;46:14;65:2,3,
    14,15,18,21;70:22;
    74:10,15,17,24;75:1,
    2;79:10;83:9;90:18;
    115:9;116:22
towns (1)
    91:17
town's (3)
    42:17;72:3;83:11
toxic (6)
    21:16;24:2;105:6,
    18,19,20
Trades (1)
    89:18
tradesmen (1)
    29:25
traditional (1)
    89:5
traffic (2)
    19:24;53:25
training (1)
    19:22
transcribe (1)
    5:2
transfers (1)
    22:9
transition (2)
    56:6;57:7
transmission (9)
    3:13;71:15;73:8,
    10;74:13;75:3;79:3;
    82:10;115:11
trap (3)
    26:2,10,12
trapped (1)
    20:20
traps (5)
    25:25;52:21;68:10,
    14,17
trash (1)
    87:19
travel (2)
    69:6,8
treated (1)
    86:19
treatment (2)
    68:20;69:1
tremendous (1)
    34:25
trench (3)
    20:7;83:17;84:2
trenching (1)
    83:16
tried (1)
    51:1
trip (1)
    103:7
trolling (1)
    99:5
Troy (2)


    110:7,8
true (1)
    31:15
truly (3)
    8:12;30:2,6
Trust (2)
    106:17;109:24
truth (3)
    48:24;97:25;98:9
try (5)
    6:10;53:4,8;61:17;
    106:1
trying (9)
    46:17,20;53:10,23;
    63:12;94:11;102:15;
    108:3,4
tugboat (1)
    68:1
turbine (5)
    103:21;105:1,5;
    112:2;115:7
turbines (20)
    31:23;67:18;80:21;
    81:8;84:18,23;86:3,6,
    25;87:8;95:24;96:16,
    20,23;98:18;100:11;
    103:24;104:5,6;
    105:7
turn (2)
    90:3;113:13
turned (2)
    75:4;81:8
turning (1)
    45:14
turns (1)
    74:23
turtles (2)
    99:12,24
TV (1)
    45:7
two (13)
    7:19;13:18;15:19;
    20:1,10;21:11;39:18;
    67:5;88:25;90:14,14;
    102:20;110:6
two-and-a-half (1)
    55:6
two-thirds (1)
    96:4
type (4)
    14:19;63:19,19,23


U


ugly (1)
    115:8
UK (1)
    103:21
ultimately (1)
    114:9
unanimously (3)
    10:4,14;42:19
unanswered (2)


    75:24;89:11
unbiased (1)
    78:24
under (15)
    3:17,19;12:20;
    13:12;14:23;15:6;
    32:19;73:12,15;80:6;
    88:5;91:7,13,22;
    106:5
underestimated (1)
    76:18
underestimates (1)
    79:1
underground (1)
    27:5
underneath (1)
    46:20
under-sand (1)
    12:24
understood (2)
    6:7;78:13
undertake (1)
    76:13
undeveloped (1)
    85:2
undisputable (1)
    81:6
undisturbed (1)
    20:9
undue (1)
    105:11
unemployment (1)
    111:7
unforeseen (1)
    47:24
unfortunate (1)
    44:16
unfortunately (4)
    64:11;95:23;106:6;
    113:7
UNIDENTIFIED (16)
    2:6,13;24:16;39:9;
    65:25;66:4,9,11;
    69:10,23,25;70:6,8,
    14;92:7,14
unintended (1)
    108:10
Uniquely (1)
    18:16
United (4)
    18:9;49:7;55:6;
    73:22
units (2)
    49:9;63:4
University (3)
    81:25;110:13,19
unknown (3)
    100:14,15,17
unlawful (1)
    22:4
unless (2)
    64:24;113:9
unlike (1)


    57:24
unprecedented (1)
    73:20
unproven (1)
    78:23
unsafe (1)
    112:25
unsatisfactory (1)
    41:1
unshielded (1)
    12:18
unwarranted (1)
    79:12
up (56)
    6:15;12:6;16:2;
    18:16,17;20:16;
    26:23;30:20,21;31:3,
    19;38:16;41:18;
    42:17;43:5,8;44:24;
    45:11;46:15,18,22;
    47:6,13,14;48:25;
    53:13;57:11,14;58:8;
    60:9;66:13;67:14;
    68:8;72:21;90:5;
    93:5;96:23;97:14;
    98:8,12,18;99:6;
    100:18,20;101:23;
    103:19;104:25;
    106:9;107:9;108:1;
    109:4,9,17;113:18;
    115:23;116:14
upcoming (1)
    77:6
upon (2)
    81:15;88:3
up-to-date (1)
    11:22
uradet (1)
    15:18
urge (10)
    23:24;24:4;35:10;
    43:5,6,13;58:10;
    69:19;72:19;89:2
urging (1)
    35:6
use (23)
    4:18;7:19;22:3,5,
    12;23:5;24:6;32:17;
    51:22;64:15,21,24,
    24;65:5,6;75:2;78:1;
    79:10;80:25;94:21;
    115:19,20;117:1
used (6)
    13:20;23:15,19;
    49:10;63:24;117:7
useful (1)
    79:4
users (4)
    48:5;116:3,4;117:8
uses (4)
    19:19;64:4;93:11;
    116:1
using (5)


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(22) T-I-E-R-N-E-Y - using







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    51:17;64:20;65:1;
    80:24;99:10
Utilities (3)
    22:21;39:20;88:12
utility (2)
    23:20;59:13


V


Valley (1)
    37:5
valuable (2)
    36:9;96:13
value (1)
    98:15
values (2)
    64:6;98:6
varies (1)
    13:13
variety (1)
    81:2
venture (1)
    49:20
verbal (1)
    27:6
verified (2)
    49:10,11
verify (2)
    50:4,5
version (1)
    15:8
versus (3)
    22:13;89:5;96:8
viability (4)
    9:6,6;11:4,17
viable (2)
    11:16;71:1
vibrant (1)
    99:6
Vice (1)
    89:17
video (1)
    11:7
view (2)
    60:17;74:5
views (1)
    60:14
violation (2)
    23:17;102:24
Violet (1)
    23:12
Virginia (1)
    21:7
visited (1)
    12:15
visits (1)
    19:19
vitae (1)
    8:23
voice (2)
    60:15;110:25
voices (2)
    63:13;65:19


volt (1)
    12:18
voltage (5)
    12:25,25;13:1,3,3
volts (1)
    13:1
volumes (2)
    67:3;70:11
vote (1)
    40:24
voted (4)
    10:4,13;42:19;
    83:10
voyage (1)
    67:15


W


waiting (2)
    101:21,24
Wake (1)
    107:8
Wakefield (1)
    26:24
Waldman (3)
    12:7,8,9
W-A-L-D-M-A-N (1)
    12:8
walk (5)
    54:20;94:5,24;
    95:11,12
walked (1)
    83:22
walls (1)
    63:11
wants (4)
    47:8;83:17;97:19,
    20
warming (12)
    20:18,21;31:16;
    32:11;33:23;36:18;
    48:17;49:25;52:1;
    102:4,6,9
warning (1)
    52:8
warrants (1)
    109:13
waste (4)
    51:24;69:3;79:7;
    105:6
wasted (2)
    75:7;81:2
wastewater (1)
    83:25
watched (2)
    93:2,3
watching (1)
    45:7
water (27)
    3:4,8;6:4;9:2;11:3;
    15:7;19:19;24:23;
    25:1;46:1;58:5;
    60:19;61:13;63:25;


    71:19;72:20;73:6,14,
    14,16;81:19;84:24;
    87:18;98:16;101:22;
    109:12;116:19
waters (12)
    22:1,2;63:18,19,20,
    23;64:2,4;74:4;77:1;
    84:24;85:4
way (23)
    23:18;26:23;32:20;
    43:2;44:1;46:15;
    47:6,15,16;51:4,5,17,
    22,23;56:4,24;58:4;
    60:22;64:1;65:3,7,
    17;77:14
ways (6)
    19:19;31:20;70:25;
    80:17;87:11;112:24
weak (1)
    111:12
weakest (1)
    61:5
weather (1)
    33:21
website (2)
    3:24;85:20
Wednesday (2)
    2:9,18
week (5)
    10:6,9,10;29:14;
    34:7
weekend (1)
    42:23
weeks (1)
    67:6
Welcome (2)
    2:8,17
weren't (1)
    109:19
West (3)
    110:7,8,8
western (1)
    85:15
wet (1)
    14:20
wetlands (1)
    25:8
whales (9)
    21:3,10;57:1;
    99:11,16,24;100:1,5,
    6
what's (12)
    41:20;55:25;62:7,
    7;89:21;96:9;104:2,
    22;105:9;106:17;
    108:5;109:14
wheel (1)
    80:25
whole (6)
    16:21,22;101:13;
    102:23;105:13;
    107:10
wholly (1)


    18:5
Who's (2)
    89:22;98:20
whose (2)
    83:15;113:10
Wikepedia (1)
    13:2
wildlife (22)
    13:9;36:6;55:13,
    16,17,19;56:4,7,11;
    58:5,6,8,9;64:5;85:7,
    16,19;86:13,15;
    102:1,2;113:3
Willie (1)
    63:1
willing (2)
    21:24;109:9
Wilson (1)
    51:6
Wind (97)
    3:3;7:1,10,25;8:9,
    11;9:5,11,17,25;10:9;
    11:6,22;13:5,21;14:1,
    23;15:1;17:12,25;
    21:20;23:3;28:15;
    29:8,12,12;31:23;
    34:4,5,5,8,9,11,12;
    35:2,6,8,10,20;36:8,
    15,25;48:19;56:9,12,
    15,22,23;64:16;67:2;
    68:8;71:3,5,6,8,11,
    13,14,18,20;76:23;
    77:1,7,14;80:21;
    82:6;83:14,17;84:8,
    17,17,22;86:2,6,10,
    17,17,18,22,25;87:1,
    3,8;88:5,24;89:4,8,9;
    91:4;98:4;101:20;
    110:24;111:4,14;
    112:1,2;114:11
Windmill (2)
    6:3;51:12
windmills (3)
    94:12;106:9;108:1
window (1)
    108:21
windows (1)
    108:22
winds (2)
    14:9;57:10
Wind's (3)
    73:5;83:7;84:7
wings (1)
    101:21
winter (7)
    21:6;59:6;77:19,
    23;78:2,6;98:13
wire (1)
    12:12
wires (1)
    29:14
wise (1)
    68:25


wish (6)
    4:18;24:11;62:16;
    78:25;90:13,14
withdraw (1)
    3:12
withdrew (1)
    74:24
within (6)
    51:2,8;75:14;
    77:20;99:22;101:11
without (5)
    6:25;26:9;75:19;
    95:7;109:12
WOJCIECHOSKI (1)
    46:6
Wojciechowski (2)
    46:5,7
W-O-J-C-I-E-C-H-O-W-S-K-I (1)


    46:8
women (1)
    112:24
wonder (2)
    17:18;116:16
wondering (1)
    93:5
wonders (1)
    10:20
wood (1)
    50:1
word (1)
    104:24
words (1)
    81:18
work (13)
    6:10;26:8;30:1,8;
    37:11,16;45:10;
    58:25;69:21;95:20;
    101:11;107:16;
    108:22
workable (2)
    32:7;51:3
Worked (5)
    51:1;71:10;111:21;
    116:22,23
workers (1)
    63:10
working (4)
    9:19;32:3;51:8;
    90:8
works (2)
    98:15;115:2
world (6)
    33:18;52:13;57:12,
    15;71:12;90:17
worried (3)
    46:18;82:20;
    110:23
worse (6)
    20:21;31:17,17;
    93:7,7;99:5
worsen (1)
    78:3
worst (1)


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(23) Utilities - worst







Public Hearing OCTA Deepwater Wind Project
December 11, 2013


    17:23
worthless (1)
    96:12
wrap (2)
    66:13;116:14
wrappings (1)
    45:3
written (5)
    4:12;5:2,13,14;
    12:2
wrong (3)
    41:20;48:5;50:6
wrote (1)
    100:4
Wyoming (1)
    86:6


Y


year (18)
    7:7;8:4;17:7;26:4;
    31:20;32:3,4;40:3;
    52:20;55:4;59:8;
    72:1;88:9;93:4,6;
    97:10;98:3;114:19
year-round (2)
    6:17;114:17
years (40)
    12:10;16:23,24;
    17:3;18:22,22,22;
    20:9;27:20;44:4;
    50:24;51:10;53:15,
    17,18;57:11;58:16;
    59:14;60:7;66:7;
    68:11,13,13,24;
    70:20;71:9;88:10;
    91:5;92:24,25;93:2,
    23;97:7,15,23;99:25;
    102:5,17,20;114:18
yellow (1)
    5:5
yesterday (1)
    38:15
yields (1)
    88:8
York (1)
    64:19
young (3)
    61:22;66:19;
    111:22
youngest (1)
    82:17


Z


zero (3)
    40:24;101:1;102:7
zone (3)
    79:11;96:25;
    108:24
Zoning (1)
    65:4


1


1 (5)
    20:13;63:19,19,23;
    93:9
1,000 (1)
    71:13
1,800 (1)
    7:12
10 (3)
    45:8;73:12;116:17
10,000,000 (1)
    49:8
11th (2)
    2:9,18
12 (4)
    45:8;70:3;85:14;
    116:17
13,000 (1)
    55:14
13.5.3.3 (1)
    80:6
130,000,000 (1)
    67:11
14 (1)
    48:22
14B (1)
    15:7
14th (1)
    48:21
15 (2)
    48:22;104:9
15- (1)
    67:17
15,000 (1)
    94:17
17 (1)
    3:11
17-mile (1)
    20:7
1976 (2)
    5:24;71:7
1983 (1)
    71:7
1986 (1)
    62:23


2


2,000,000 (1)
    72:1
2,500 (1)
    34:13
2:00 (1)
    95:21
20 (11)
    27:20;35:5,5;
    51:10;53:18;57:11;
    60:7;88:10;97:7,15,
    23
200 (2)
    35:3;102:7


2005 (1)
    22:14
2010 (2)
    40:22;60:1
2012 (1)
    24:20
2013 (7)
    2:9,18;3:12;4:13,
    15,17;26:19
2018 (1)
    34:18
20-year (2)
    7:24;67:17
21st (1)
    25:20
22 (1)
    20:21
220 (1)
    86:14
230 (1)
    35:3
23rd (1)
    4:13
24 (4)
    4:15;9:21,21;55:7
24.4 (1)
    67:14
24-and-a-half (3)
    9:8,22;11:19
25 (2)
    34:12;105:17
250 (1)
    104:5
26 (2)
    34:21;66:7
27 (1)
    8:20
2nd (1)
    18:18


3


3 (2)
    47:17,18
30 (5)
    16:24;17:3;92:24,
    25;93:2
30-year (1)
    50:20
31st (1)
    48:19
34,500 (2)
    12:18;13:1
35 (2)
    70:20;71:9
35-year (1)
    114:17
360 (1)
    100:4
37 (2)
    19:15;24:19
38 (4)
    11:5;43:12;69:14;


    111:18
3rd (1)
    18:18


4


4.13.2.2 (1)
    13:11
4.3 (1)
    21:18
4:00 (1)
    4:13
40 (2)
    7:11;18:22
401 (1)
    73:15
404 (1)
    73:13
4111 (4)
    39:20;40:11,12;
    41:6
41-11 (1)
    22:21
41-85 (1)
    22:22
42-35 (1)
    3:19
44,000 (1)
    34:18
46 (1)
    81:12


5


5:00 (1)
    60:11
5:30 (1)
    4:17
50 (6)
    13:19;18:22,22;
    68:13;94:8,8
50,000 (1)
    112:11
500 (1)
    116:2
500,000,000 (1)
    88:9
53 (1)
    41:6
54 (2)
    58:16;68:13
54.2 (1)
    7:7
58 (1)
    34:21


6


6.1 (1)
    81:11
6.6 (2)
    98:16,17
6:09 (2)


    2:9,18
6:10 (1)
    2:1
6:30 (1)
    4:15
60 (2)
    29:13;57:11
600,000 (1)
    72:3
63 (1)
    97:15
650-foot (1)
    67:18
659-foot (1)
    84:22
69 (1)
    40:12


7


70 (1)
    85:18
700-page (1)
    105:14
75 (1)
    98:24
75-year (1)
    58:7


8


8:56 (1)
    117:19
80 (1)
    63:4
8th (1)
    4:17


9


9 (1)
    49:18
9,000 (1)
    34:20
90 (3)
    8:1;38:1;67:11


Min-U-Script® Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
www.alliedcourtreporters.com


(24) worthless - 90





		Index

		 Number Index

		1

		1 (5)

		1,000 (1)

		1,800 (1)

		10 (3)

		10,000,000 (1)

		11th (2)

		12 (4)

		13,000 (1)

		13.5.3.3 (1)

		130,000,000 (1)

		14 (1)

		14B (1)

		14th (1)

		15 (2)

		15,000 (1)

		15- (1)

		17 (1)

		17-mile (1)

		1976 (2)

		1983 (1)

		1986 (1)



		2

		2,000,000 (1)

		2,500 (1)

		20 (11)

		20-year (2)

		200 (2)

		2005 (1)

		2010 (2)

		2012 (1)

		2013 (7)

		2018 (1)

		21st (1)

		22 (1)

		220 (1)

		230 (1)

		23rd (1)

		24 (4)

		24-and-a-half (3)

		24.4 (1)

		25 (2)

		250 (1)

		26 (2)

		27 (1)

		2:00 (1)

		2nd (1)



		3

		3 (2)

		30 (5)

		30-year (1)

		31st (1)

		34,500 (2)

		35 (2)

		35-year (1)

		360 (1)

		37 (2)

		38 (4)

		3rd (1)



		4

		4.13.2.2 (1)

		4.3 (1)

		40 (2)

		401 (1)

		404 (1)

		41-11 (1)

		41-85 (1)

		4111 (4)

		42-35 (1)

		44,000 (1)

		46 (1)

		4:00 (1)



		5

		50 (6)

		50,000 (1)

		500 (1)

		500,000,000 (1)

		53 (1)

		54 (2)

		54.2 (1)

		58 (1)

		5:00 (1)

		5:30 (1)



		6

		6.1 (1)

		6.6 (2)

		60 (2)

		600,000 (1)

		63 (1)

		650-foot (1)

		659-foot (1)

		69 (1)

		6:09 (2)

		6:10 (1)

		6:30 (1)



		7

		70 (1)

		700-page (1)

		75 (1)

		75-year (1)



		8

		80 (1)

		8:56 (1)

		8th (1)



		9

		9 (1)

		9,000 (1)

		90(3)





		$

		$0.08 (2)

		$0.09 (1)

		$0.10 (1)

		$0.14 (1)

		$0.15 (2)

		$0.24 (2)

		$0.40 (1)

		$0.44 (2)

		$0.54 (1)

		$0.57 (2)

		$1.50 (1)

		$130 (1)

		$2.2 (1)

		$3.00 (1)

		$390,000,000 (1)

		$4,000,000 (1)

		$500,000,000 (1)

		$60 (1)

		$600 (2)

		$600,000 (1)

		$70,000,000 (1)

		$8 (1)



		A

		abandoned (2)

		abandoning (1)

		ability (1)

		able (4)

		above (4)

		aboveground (1)

		absolutely (2)

		absurd (1)

		abundantly (1)

		abutting (1)

		AC (1)

		accept (1)

		acceptable (2)

		access (1)

		accidents (1)

		accordance (3)

		account (4)

		accumulated (1)

		accurately (1)

		ACI (1)

		acid (1)

		acidification (1)

		acknowledge (1)

		acreage (1)

		acres (1)

		across (6)

		Act (6)

		Act's (1)

		action (3)

		actions (1)

		activities (3)

		actuality (1)

		actually (12)

		adage (1)

		add-on (1)

		addicted (1)

		addition (6)

		additional (4)

		Additionally (1)

		address (9)

		addressed (3)

		adequately (1)

		adjourned (1)

		administration (3)

		Administrative (1)

		admitted (1)

		adult (1)

		adults (3)

		advantages (1)

		adverse (5)

		adversely (2)

		advise (1)

		Advisory (1)

		advocacy (2)

		advocate (2)

		aeronautical (1)

		affect (2)

		affected (3)

		afford (1)

		affording (1)

		affront (1)

		afterward (1)

		afterwards (1)

		AG (1)

		again (11)

		against (7)

		age (3)

		agencies (4)

		agency (2)

		ago (9)

		agreed (1)

		Agreement (3)

		agreements (1)

		agriculture (1)

		ahead (1)

		aimed (1)

		ain't (1)

		air (3)

		Alaskan (1)

		albeit (1)

		Alliance (1)

		allow (10)

		allowed (7)

		allowing (2)

		alluded (3)

		ally (1)

		almost (5)

		along (6)

		alongside (1)

		alteration (1)

		alternate (1)

		alternative (3)

		alternatives (7)

		although (5)

		always (1)

		America (3)

		American (4)

		Americans (2)

		amount (7)

		amounts (4)

		analysis (5)

		and/or (2)

		Andrew (2)

		angry (1)

		annual (1)

		annually (1)

		antarctic (1)

		antenna (1)

		anticipate (1)

		ANWR (2)

		anything's (1)

		anyways (1)

		apart (1)

		Appalachian (2)

		apparently (1)

		appeal (1)

		appended (3)

		applicant (8)

		applicant's (5)

		application (15)

		applied (1)

		appointed (1)

		appropriate (4)

		approvals (4)

		approve (4)

		approved (4)

		approves (1)

		approximately (2)

		April (4)

		aquifers (1)

		archaeological (3)

		area (14)

		areas (3)

		arguable (2)

		arguing (1)

		Arlene (1)

		armored (1)

		arms (3)

		Army (6)

		around (16)

		arrangement (1)

		article (3)

		articles (1)

		articulated (1)

		ashore (6)

		aside (4)

		aspect (1)

		aspects (1)

		Assembly (5)

		asserted (2)

		assertions (1)

		assess (1)

		assesses (1)

		assessment (2)

		Assistance (2)

		associated (4)

		association (1)

		assume (5)

		assumed (1)

		assuming (2)

		assumption (1)

		assumptions (1)

		assure (2)

		asthma (1)

		ate (1)

		Atlantic (1)

		atmosphere (1)

		Atmospheric (1)

		attached (1)

		attachment (1)

		attachments (1)

		attack (1)

		attempted (2)

		attending (1)

		attention (2)

		attorney (1)

		Attorneys (3)

		attracting (1)

		auditorium (1)

		Audubon (3)

		August (2)

		author (1)

		authority (3)

		authorized (1)

		Ava (1)

		available (5)

		average (1)

		aviation (1)

		aviator (1)

		avoid (2)

		avoiding (2)

		aware (3)

		away (8)

		awful (1)

		awkward (1)



		B

		B-A-U-T-E (1)

		B-O-W-E-S (1)

		baby (1)

		back (21)

		back-of-the-envelope (1)

		background (2)

		backside (1)

		backup (1)

		bad (7)

		baffles (2)

		bag (1)

		balance (1)

		ball (1)

		Bante (1)

		bantered (1)

		bargain (1)

		barge (1)

		barriers (1)

		based (1)

		bases (1)

		basic (3)

		Basically (4)

		basis (3)

		bathing (2)

		battle (3)

		BAUTE (7)

		Beach (54)

		beaches (2)

		bear (1)

		bearing (1)

		beautification (1)

		beautiful (5)

		beautify (1)

		became (1)

		become (4)

		becomes (1)

		becoming (1)

		bed (3)

		began (1)

		begin (4)

		beginning (3)

		behalf (8)

		behavior (1)

		behind (1)

		beings (1)

		belief (1)

		belongings (1)

		belongs (1)

		beloved (1)

		below (2)

		Ben (3)

		beneath (1)

		benefit (5)

		benefited (1)

		benefits (11)

		benefitting (1)

		Benjamin (3)

		best (2)

		bet (1)

		better (6)

		Beyond (3)

		BIANCULLI (50)

		Bibco (1)

		bifurcate (1)

		big (13)

		bigger (2)

		biggest (2)

		Bill (14)

		billion (1)

		billions (1)

		bills (1)

		bird (7)

		birders (1)

		birds (8)

		bit (4)

		bite (1)

		Black (9)

		blades (2)

		blaming (1)

		blasted (1)

		blatant (1)

		blind (1)

		blinded (1)

		Block (81)

		Bloomberg (2)

		blow (1)

		blows (2)

		Blues (1)

		blunder (1)

		Board (7)

		boat (3)

		boating (1)

		boats (1)

		body (6)

		BOEM (3)

		book (2)

		books (2)

		booty (1)

		borne (1)

		both (6)

		bother (2)

		bottle (1)

		bottom (7)

		bought (1)

		Bowes (3)

		boy (1)

		bread (1)

		breakdown (1)

		breath (1)

		breather (1)

		breed (1)

		bridge (1)

		briefly (2)

		Briggs (1)

		bring (8)

		bringing (4)

		brings (1)

		broad (1)

		broader (1)

		brought (2)

		Brown (1)

		Bryson (1)

		budget (1)

		buffer (1)

		build (5)

		Building (1)

		builds (1)

		built (7)

		burden (3)

		burdening (1)

		bureaucracy (1)

		bureaucratic (1)

		burial (3)

		buried (3)

		burn (4)

		burning (4)

		Burnside (2)

		bury (4)

		burying (1)

		business (5)

		businesses (4)

		butcher (1)

		buy (5)



		C

		C-A-R-T-H-Y (1)

		C-E-R-D-A (1)

		C-H-A-N-N-I-N-G (1)

		C-O-A-L (1)

		C-O-U-L-O-M-B-E (1)

		cable (92)

		cables (11)

		calculation (1)

		call (11)

		called (9)

		calling (1)

		calls (3)

		came (5)

		Campaign (4)

		can (46)

		cancer (2)

		candidates (1)

		Cape (6)

		capital (2)

		Captain (1)

		carbon (14)

		Carcieri's (2)

		cardboard (2)

		cardiac (1)

		care (4)

		careens (1)

		career (4)

		careful (1)

		carefully (1)

		cares (3)

		carry (1)

		cars (1)

		case (4)

		cases (1)

		catch (2)

		categorized (1)

		categorizes (1)

		Catherine (2)

		cause (5)

		caused (1)

		causes (1)

		causing (1)

		cent (1)

		center (1)

		centers (1)

		central (1)

		cents (4)

		CEO (1)

		Cerda (3)

		Certainly (6)

		certificate (8)

		certification (5)

		Chafee (3)

		chain (1)

		Chairman (5)

		challenge (1)

		challenging (1)

		championed (1)

		chance (5)

		change (12)

		changed (2)

		changes (2)

		changing (4)

		Channel (2)

		channels (1)

		Channing (2)

		Chapter (2)

		charged (1)

		charging (1)

		Charlestown (5)

		chart (1)

		charter (1)

		chartered (1)

		charters (1)

		cheap (1)

		cheaper (3)

		check (1)

		checkbook (1)

		checked (3)

		chemical (2)

		chemicals (3)

		Chief (2)

		childbearing (1)

		children (2)

		China (2)

		choke (1)

		chose (1)

		Christmas (1)

		Chutney (1)

		cite (1)

		cited (1)

		cities (1)

		citizen (2)

		citizens (3)

		City (1)

		claimed (1)

		claims (1)

		clarion (1)

		Clause (3)

		clean (14)

		Cleaner (2)

		cleanest (1)

		clear (6)

		clearly (8)

		client (2)

		clients (2)

		climate (11)

		close (1)

		closed (1)

		closely (1)

		closer (4)

		closes (1)

		closing (4)

		clothes (1)

		Club (4)

		Club's (1)

		co-op (3)

		Coal (9)

		coast (6)

		Coastal (5)

		Cod (4)

		coincide (1)

		coincidentally (1)

		collection (1)

		Collectively (1)

		college (1)

		comfortable (1)

		coming (18)

		COMMENCED (1)

		commend (1)

		comment (11)

		commenters (1)

		comments (15)

		commerce (1)

		commercial (8)

		Commission (4)

		commitments (2)

		Committee (6)

		committees (1)

		communities (4)

		community (5)

		commutes (1)

		companies (2)

		Company (10)

		compared (3)

		compelled (2)

		complete (1)

		completely (2)

		compliance (2)

		component (1)

		components (1)

		compromise (2)

		Compton (1)

		concentrating (1)

		concept (2)

		concern (3)

		concerned (11)

		concerning (2)

		concerns (5)

		concludes (2)

		conclusion (1)

		concrete (1)

		concur (1)

		condominium (1)

		conducted (1)

		confer (1)

		confidence (1)

		confidential (4)

		confirm (1)

		confront (2)

		confronted (2)

		confronts (1)

		conglomerates (1)

		connect (3)

		connected (1)

		connection (2)

		consequences (4)

		Conservancies (1)

		conservancy (3)

		conservation (4)

		conservative (2)

		conserving (1)

		consider (9)

		considered (4)

		considering (2)

		conspiracy (1)

		constantly (1)

		constitution (2)

		Constitutional (1)

		construct (1)

		constructed (1)

		construction (7)

		consultants (1)

		consulting (2)

		consumers (1)

		consumption (1)

		contact (1)

		contained (1)

		continue (5)

		continued (1)

		continues (1)

		continuously (1)

		contract (1)

		contrary (3)

		contrast (1)

		contribution (1)

		control (2)

		controlled (2)

		convened (1)

		conversation (1)

		convinced (1)

		cooperation (1)

		copies (1)

		copy (2)

		core (1)

		Cornell (1)

		Corporation (3)

		corporations (1)

		Corps (3)

		corrected (1)

		correctly (2)

		correspondence (5)

		corridors (1)

		corruption (1)

		cost (26)

		costing (1)

		costly (1)

		costs (13)

		Coulombe (3)

		Council (17)

		count (1)

		counting (1)

		countless (1)

		countries (1)

		country (16)

		County (1)

		couple (1)

		course (3)

		Court (3)

		cover (1)

		COWI (1)

		Cranston (1)

		crate (1)

		create (2)

		created (2)

		creating (2)

		creation (1)

		credibility (2)

		credit (1)

		credits (1)

		crippling (1)

		critical (1)

		CRMC (4)

		cross (2)

		cross-examination (1)

		crossed (1)

		crystal (1)

		culprits (1)

		cumulative (4)

		current (2)

		currently (3)

		Customer (2)

		customers (2)

		cut (3)



		D

		D-A-W-S-O-N (1)

		D-E (1)

		D-E-M-A-N-B-E-Y (1)

		D-U-P-O-N-T (1)

		daily (3)

		Dalia (1)

		Dam (1)

		damage (2)

		dancing (1)

		dangerous (1)

		data (3)

		dating (1)

		Dawson (2)

		day (9)

		days (2)

		DC (1)

		DE (4)

		dead (3)

		deadline (1)

		deal (14)

		dealing (3)

		death (1)

		debate (1)

		debating (1)

		debugged (1)

		debugging (1)

		decades (3)

		deceived (1)

		December (4)

		decent (1)

		decided (3)

		deciding (1)

		decision (6)

		decisions (1)

		declared (1)

		decline (2)

		decrease (2)

		dedicated (3)

		deep (3)

		deeply (2)

		Deepwater (73)

		Deepwater's (10)

		Defense (1)

		defer (1)

		defibrillators (1)

		defined (1)

		defining (1)

		degradation (1)

		degrade (2)

		Degree (3)

		degrees (1)

		Delaware (1)

		delayed (1)

		deliberations (1)

		deliver (1)

		DEM (23)

		DEM's (3)

		Demanbey (3)

		democratic (1)

		demolition (1)

		Demonstration (4)

		denied (1)

		denies (1)

		densely-populated (1)

		deny (2)

		Department (9)

		Department's (2)

		dependency (2)

		depends (1)

		Deposition (1)

		depth (2)

		described (2)

		describes (2)

		deserves (1)

		design (2)

		designated (1)

		designed (1)

		desperately (3)

		destroy (4)

		destroyed (1)

		destroys (1)

		detail (2)

		detailed (2)

		detectable (1)

		detection (1)

		deteriorate (1)

		determination (2)

		determined (1)

		detrimental (1)

		devastating (1)

		develop (4)

		developed (4)

		developer (2)

		development (6)

		develops (1)

		devices (3)

		devoted (1)

		dialogue (1)

		die (1)

		diesel (5)

		difference (3)

		different (5)

		differential (1)

		dig (4)

		Digging (5)

		digs (1)

		dimension (4)

		dimensions (1)

		diminish (1)

		dinosaur (1)

		dioxide (3)

		DiPrete (1)

		direct (1)

		direction (4)

		directional (4)

		directly (2)

		Director (1)

		dirty (4)

		disagree (1)

		disappear (1)

		disappointed (1)

		discharged (1)

		discharges (1)

		discourse (1)

		discretion (1)

		discuss (2)

		discussed (4)

		discusses (1)

		discussion (2)

		disgrace (1)

		disingenuous (1)

		dismisses (1)

		displaced (1)

		displaces (1)

		disposable (3)

		dispute (1)

		disruption (1)

		dissenting (1)

		distance (2)

		distribution (3)

		district (1)

		disturb (1)

		disturbance (1)

		dive (1)

		divided (2)

		DOA (1)

		Docket (5)

		dockets (1)

		documented (3)

		dog (1)

		dollar (3)

		dollars (10)

		dolphins (1)

		domain (2)

		domestic (1)

		donation (1)

		done (16)

		Donnybrook (2)

		door (1)

		dormant (1)

		double (1)

		doubts (1)

		down (19)

		Downing (2)

		downplayed (1)

		dozen (1)

		dozens (2)

		Dr (3)

		drafted (1)

		draggers (1)

		dragging (1)

		drain (1)

		dramatically (1)

		draw (1)

		drawings (2)

		dredge (5)

		dredging (18)

		drill (4)

		drilling (4)

		driven (1)

		due (4)

		duffle (1)

		dug (2)

		Duke (2)

		DuPont (3)

		during (6)

		dwarfing (1)

		dwell (2)



		E

		earlier (5)

		Earls (2)

		earth (1)

		easement (4)

		easements (1)

		East (3)

		easy (1)

		eat (2)

		ecological (2)

		ecology (4)

		economic (9)

		economically (4)

		economist (1)

		economy (20)

		ecosystem (1)

		EDC (5)

		education (1)

		eel (1)

		effect (13)

		effecting (2)

		effective (1)

		effects (12)

		efficiency (3)

		efficient (1)

		effort (1)

		efforts (2)

		eggs (1)

		eight (2)

		either (7)

		eke (1)

		elapsed (1)

		elasmobranch (1)

		elderly (1)

		elected (2)

		electing (2)

		election (1)

		electric (15)

		electrical (2)

		electricity (10)

		electrobranch (1)

		electrocuted (1)

		Electromagnetic (7)

		electromotive (1)

		electronic (2)

		electronically (1)

		electrosensitive (1)

		elite (2)

		Elliott (1)

		else (2)

		elsewhere (1)

		emails (1)

		emanate (1)

		embarrassing (1)

		EMF (7)

		eminent (1)

		emissions (5)

		emphasize (1)

		empty (1)

		enacting (1)

		encompass (1)

		encourage (1)

		encouraged (1)

		encouraging (1)

		end (14)

		endangered (5)

		endorse (1)

		energized (1)

		energy (70)

		enforce (2)

		enforced (1)

		engenders (1)

		engine (1)

		Engineer (2)

		engineer's (1)

		engineered (1)

		engineering (8)

		Engineers (5)

		England (7)

		England's (1)

		enjoys (1)

		enough (5)

		ensure (1)

		entered (1)

		entering (1)

		enterprise (1)

		entire (5)

		entirety (1)

		entities (1)

		entity (2)

		entrance (1)

		environment (18)

		Environmental (39)

		environmentalists (2)

		environmentally (3)

		EPA (1)

		equal (1)

		equates (1)

		equip (1)

		equipment (1)

		equivalent (1)

		erosion (2)

		erroneous (1)

		erroneously (1)

		ES-1 (1)

		escapes (1)

		especially (3)

		essential (1)

		Essentially (1)

		estimate (2)

		estimated (1)

		estimates (1)

		Europe (3)

		evaluate (1)

		evaluated (1)

		even (13)

		evening (18)

		events (1)

		everybody (11)

		everyone (6)

		everyone's (1)

		everywhere (1)

		evidence (7)

		examination (1)

		examine (1)

		examined (1)

		example (2)

		excavation (1)

		except (1)

		Excuse (3)

		exercise (1)

		Exeter (1)

		exist (3)

		existing (1)

		exists (1)

		exorbitant (2)

		expanding (1)

		expectant (1)

		expected (5)

		expenses (2)

		expensive (1)

		experience (3)

		experienced (1)

		experiencing (1)

		explored (1)

		exponentially (1)

		exposed (3)

		exposure (4)

		expressed (1)

		extend (2)

		extended (1)

		extensively (1)

		extra (1)

		extraction (2)

		extreme (1)

		extremely (2)

		eye (2)

		eyes (2)



		F

		FAA (1)

		face (4)

		Facebook (1)

		faces (1)

		facility (1)

		facing (2)

		fact (16)

		factfinding (1)

		factor (2)

		factors (2)

		facts (5)

		factual (1)

		fail (2)

		failed (1)

		fails (2)

		failure (1)

		fair (3)

		fairly (1)

		fall (1)

		fallacy (1)

		falling (2)

		Falls (1)

		familiar (2)

		families (5)

		family (1)

		far (8)

		Farm (16)

		fashion (3)

		fault (2)

		favor (6)

		favored (1)

		favorite (2)

		February (2)

		federal (5)

		federally (1)

		Federation (4)

		feel (3)

		feeling (1)

		feet (6)

		fellow (2)

		felt (1)

		Fenwick (1)

		ferry (1)

		few (3)

		fiduciary (1)

		field (4)

		fields (7)

		fight (5)

		fights (1)

		figure (1)

		figures (1)

		final (1)

		financial (2)

		find (4)

		finding (1)

		findings (1)

		finds (1)

		Fine (1)

		finger (1)

		finish (3)

		finished (2)

		fire (1)

		firms (1)

		first (20)

		fish (19)

		fisheries (1)

		fisherman (6)

		Fisherman's (1)

		Fishermen (5)

		fishing (24)

		five (10)

		five-minute (1)

		fix (3)

		fixed (2)

		flagship (1)

		flawed (1)

		fleet (1)

		flooded (1)

		floor (6)

		flounder (5)

		flow (2)

		flowing (1)

		fly (1)

		flying (1)

		flyway (1)

		focused (1)

		focusing (1)

		fog (3)

		fold (1)

		folded (1)

		folks (11)

		follow (1)

		followed (1)

		following (2)

		follows (1)

		Food (7)

		footprint (3)

		forbidden (1)

		force (3)

		forced (2)

		forces (3)

		forest (1)

		forever (1)

		forget (2)

		form (2)

		former (4)

		forth (4)

		forum (2)

		forward (11)

		fossil (19)

		fought (1)

		Foundation (1)

		founded (1)

		four (5)

		four-and-a-half (1)

		Fox (1)

		fragile (1)

		fraud (1)

		Fred (2)

		French (2)

		frequently (1)

		friend (3)

		friendlier (1)

		friends (2)

		Front (4)

		fuel (16)

		fueled (1)

		fuels (8)

		Full (3)

		fully (1)

		Fund (6)

		fundamental (1)

		fundamentally (1)

		Fung (1)

		further (1)

		future (7)



		G

		G-A-L-V-I-N (1)

		G-A-R-C-E-A-U (1)

		G-A-R-S-O (1)

		G-I-L-P-I-N (1)

		GAGNON (18)

		Galilee (3)

		gallons (3)

		Galvin (3)

		gamble (1)

		game (3)

		GARCEAU (5)

		Garcia (1)

		Garseau (1)

		Garso (1)

		gas (3)

		gases (2)

		Gates (1)

		gathered (2)

		Gene (1)

		General (8)

		generate (1)

		generated (1)

		generating (1)

		generation (1)

		generators (4)

		genie's (1)

		gentleman (4)

		gentleman's (1)

		Gentlemen (1)

		genuine (1)

		Geographic (1)

		George (1)

		geospacial (1)

		Gerald (3)

		get-go (1)

		gets (5)

		gigawatts (1)

		gill (1)

		GILPIN (1)

		Gina (1)

		given (3)

		giving (3)

		glad (2)

		Glitten's (2)

		global (14)

		globally (1)

		globe (1)

		goal (1)

		goals (2)

		God (1)

		goer (1)

		goers (1)

		goes (8)

		Gold (1)

		good (33)

		goods (1)

		Gordon (1)

		government (9)

		governments (1)

		Governor (7)

		governors (3)

		grade (1)

		graduate (3)

		Grande (3)

		Grant (2)

		granted (3)

		granting (2)

		grass (1)

		Great (6)

		greater (2)

		greatest (2)

		greatly (1)

		green (9)

		greenhouse (2)

		grew (2)

		Grid (8)

		grocery (1)

		ground (2)

		grounds (1)

		group (2)

		groups (1)

		growing (2)

		grown (2)

		guarantee (2)

		guaranteed (1)

		Guard (2)

		gubernatorial (1)

		Guess (2)

		guide (1)

		guidelines (1)

		guiding (1)

		guy (2)

		guys (5)



		H

		H-O-D-G-S-O-N (1)

		H-O-V-A-N-E-S-I-A-N (1)

		habitat (10)

		habitats (6)

		half (2)

		Hall (8)

		halt (1)

		hand (1)

		handing (1)

		hanging (1)

		happen (7)

		happened (2)

		happening (3)

		happens (5)

		happy (1)

		harbors (2)

		hard-fought (1)

		harken (1)

		harm (3)

		harmful (4)

		harvest (1)

		hater (2)

		hazard (1)

		hazardous (3)

		head (1)

		heads (1)

		health (8)

		healthy (1)

		hear (4)

		heard (17)

		HEARING (25)

		hearings (3)

		heat (1)

		heavily (1)

		heavy (1)

		heck (2)

		hedge (4)

		heed (1)

		height (1)

		held (4)

		Hello (1)

		help (4)

		helped (1)

		helpful (1)

		helps (1)

		hemisphere (1)

		Henry (2)

		Here's (2)

		hey (3)

		Hi (4)

		hide (1)

		high (8)

		higher (6)

		highest (1)

		highlights (1)

		highly (5)

		highways (1)

		history (4)

		hit (1)

		Hodgson (3)

		hold (3)

		holding (2)

		hole (2)

		holistic (1)

		home (8)

		Homeland (1)

		homes (1)

		honest (2)

		honestly (1)

		hooked (1)

		Hoover (1)

		hope (1)

		hoped (1)

		hoping (2)

		horizontal (1)

		hormone (1)

		horrible (1)

		horse (1)

		hostage (1)

		hot (1)

		hotel (1)

		hour (7)

		hours (3)

		house (3)

		houses (2)

		Hovanesian (3)

		hug (1)

		hugely (1)

		human (4)

		humans (2)

		humongous (1)

		hundred (2)

		hundreds (3)

		Hunt (4)

		Hurricane (2)

		hurt (1)

		hurting (2)

		Hutchins (2)

		hydro-based (2)



		I

		ICES (1)

		ICNIRP (2)

		iconic (1)

		idea (5)

		ideal (1)

		identified (3)

		identify (3)

		ideologies (1)

		IEEE (2)

		ignore (1)

		ill (1)

		ill-advised (1)

		illustrious (1)

		Imagine (1)

		imminent (1)

		impact (25)

		impacted (3)

		impacts (22)

		impede (1)

		imperfect (1)

		implanted (1)

		implement (1)

		implication (1)

		implications (1)

		important (14)

		importantly (1)

		improving (2)

		in-writing (1)

		inaccurate (1)

		inappropriately (1)

		incentive (2)

		incidental (1)

		incinerators (1)

		include (6)

		including (9)

		income (6)

		incomplete (5)

		increase (6)

		increased (6)

		increasing (1)

		increasingly (1)

		incredible (3)

		indeed (1)

		Independent (6)

		independently (1)

		indicate (1)

		indications (1)

		individual (3)

		industrial (2)

		industries (1)

		industry (27)

		inefficient (1)

		inflict (1)

		Information (1)

		infrastructure (2)

		infusion (1)

		initial (1)

		initially (1)

		initiative (1)

		initiatives (1)

		injustice (1)

		innerface (1)

		innovators (1)

		inside (4)

		insiders (1)

		insignificant (1)

		install (1)

		installation (6)

		installed (2)

		installing (1)

		instance (1)

		instate (1)

		instead (6)

		Institute (1)

		instructions (1)

		insulating (1)

		insulation (1)

		integral (1)

		intended (2)

		intensifying (1)

		interest (6)

		interested (2)

		International (4)

		internationally (1)

		interstate (1)

		intimidate (1)

		into (24)

		invest (6)

		investigate (2)

		investigation (1)

		investing (3)

		investment (2)

		involved (4)

		involving (1)

		Irish (1)

		irregardless (1)

		Island (157)

		Island's (5)

		Islanders (10)

		issuance (3)

		issue (35)

		issued (2)

		issues (15)

		issuing (1)



		J

		J-O-A-N (1)

		Jackson (7)

		jail (1)

		James (10)

		Jane (1)

		Japan (1)

		Jersey (3)

		Jim (2)

		Joan (2)

		job (15)

		jobs (20)

		Joel (3)

		Johnston (1)

		join (1)

		joined (1)

		Jones (3)

		Journal (1)

		Joy (1)

		Juan (1)

		judged (1)

		judgment (1)

		Judith (7)

		juncture (1)

		junior (1)

		junk (1)

		jurisdiction (1)

		Justice (1)

		juvenile (1)



		K

		keep (9)

		keeping (1)

		keeps (1)

		kept (1)

		Kevin (3)

		key (2)

		kick (1)

		Kidd (3)

		kids (1)

		kill (3)

		killed (1)

		killing (2)

		kills (1)

		Kilmartin (1)

		Kilo (1)

		kilowatt (7)

		kilowatts (1)

		kind (8)

		kinds (4)

		Kingstown (3)

		knows (1)

		Kurt (1)

		KW (1)



		L

		L-A (1)

		L-E-E-D-E-R (1)

		La (3)

		laboratory (1)

		lack (2)

		ladies' (1)

		laid (1)

		land (11)

		land-based (4)

		landfall (7)

		landfill (1)

		landing (10)

		lands (1)

		language (1)

		large (5)

		larger (6)

		largest (1)

		larvae (1)

		Last (20)

		lastly (3)

		late (1)

		later (3)

		laugh (1)

		law (9)

		Laws (1)

		lawsuit (1)

		lay (3)

		laying (2)

		lead (1)

		leader (2)

		leaders (2)

		leadership (2)

		leading (2)

		learn (2)

		learned (3)

		least (6)

		leave (5)

		leaving (3)

		lectures (1)

		Leeder (4)

		left (3)

		leftovers (1)

		leg (1)

		Legal (2)

		legislative (1)

		legislators (1)

		legislature (2)

		less (7)

		letter (3)

		letting (1)

		level (5)

		levels (5)

		library (1)

		lie (1)

		lied (1)

		lies (1)

		life (8)

		lifetime (1)

		light (2)

		light's (1)

		lighthouses (1)

		lightning (1)

		lights (3)

		likely (3)

		likes (1)

		limit (2)

		limited (3)

		limits (2)

		line (14)

		lines (1)

		link (3)

		lip (1)

		list (1)

		listened (3)

		listening (2)

		literally (4)

		litter (1)

		Little (9)

		live (7)

		lived (4)

		lives (3)

		living (4)

		LLC (3)

		loans (1)

		lobster (1)

		local (10)

		locally (1)

		located (2)

		location (15)

		Loggerhead (1)

		logical (2)

		London (1)

		lonesome (2)

		long (7)

		long-term (4)

		longer (5)

		longwinded (1)

		look (22)

		looked (3)

		looking (10)

		looks (4)

		lose (3)

		loser (1)

		loss (1)

		losses (1)

		lost (2)

		lot (27)

		loud (3)

		Louder (1)

		loudly (3)

		lousy (1)

		low (4)

		low-lying (1)

		lower (6)

		lowest (3)

		Lubchenco (1)

		luxury (1)

		Lying (1)

		Lynch (1)



		M

		M-A-N-N-I-X (1)

		M-Y-R-O-N (1)

		Maggie (1)

		magnetic (2)

		magnets (2)

		main (1)

		Maine (3)

		mainland (9)

		maintaining (1)

		maintenance (3)

		major (2)

		makes (1)

		making (4)

		Mammal (1)

		mammals (1)

		management (11)

		Management's (2)

		manager (1)

		Managing (1)

		Mannix (3)

		manufacturing (1)

		many (16)

		marine (9)

		Marion (1)

		Massachusetts (1)

		Master (1)

		materials (3)

		mating (1)

		matter (12)

		Matthew (1)

		maximum (1)

		May (11)

		Maybe (5)

		McCaffrey (4)

		McCarthy (6)

		McElroy (3)

		mean (4)

		meaningful (3)

		means (7)

		measured (2)

		measures (1)

		medical (1)

		meeting (3)

		meetings (2)

		meets (1)

		Meg (2)

		megawatts (2)

		member (6)

		members (8)

		memo (1)

		mention (4)

		mentioned (3)

		mercury (1)

		mere (1)

		message (2)

		messages (1)

		met (1)

		metal (1)

		metals (1)

		meteorology (1)

		methane (4)

		method (2)

		metric (1)

		Michael (3)

		microscope (1)

		microwave (1)

		middle (2)

		Midwestern (1)

		might (11)

		migrate (1)

		migration (3)

		migratory (6)

		mile (2)

		mile-and-a-half (1)

		miles (5)

		milk (2)

		milligauss (1)

		million (15)

		mind (3)

		mine (1)

		mined (1)

		mineral (1)

		minimal (1)

		minimization (1)

		minute (1)

		minutes (3)

		miscue (3)

		misinformed (1)

		misled (1)

		mispronouncing (1)

		miss (1)

		missed (1)

		missing (5)

		mission (1)

		mistake (2)

		mitigate (1)

		mitigation (1)

		mobilize (1)

		modern (1)

		modification (4)

		modified (1)

		moment (3)

		Monday (1)

		monetary (1)

		money (15)

		money's (1)

		month (2)

		moorings (1)

		moratorium (1)

		more (37)

		most (11)

		mothers (1)

		motivates (1)

		mountain (2)

		move (4)

		moving (2)

		Mt (1)

		much (27)

		multi-billion (1)

		multinational (1)

		multiple (2)

		multiplier (1)

		must (9)

		myopic (2)

		myopically (1)

		Myron (2)

		myself (8)



		N

		N-E-O-D-Y-M-I-U-M (1)

		name (32)

		name's (3)

		named (1)

		Nantucket (1)

		Narragansett (62)

		narrowly (1)

		Nasa (1)

		nation (6)

		nation's (2)

		National (12)

		native (1)

		natural (2)

		nature (2)

		nautical (1)

		naval (1)

		navigation (1)

		Navigational (2)

		Navy (1)

		naysayers (1)

		nearby (1)

		necessary (2)

		need (32)

		needed (3)

		needs (12)

		negative (3)

		negatively (1)

		neighborhood (1)

		neighborhoods (1)

		neighbors (3)

		neodymium (1)

		net (2)

		Netherlands (1)

		nets (4)

		neuromuscular (1)

		New (20)

		Newport (1)

		news (2)

		Next (33)

		nice (2)

		nine (1)

		nitrogen (1)

		NOAA (2)

		nobody (4)

		nobody's (2)

		nonionizing (1)

		nor (1)

		normally (2)

		Norris (4)

		North (4)

		note (1)

		noted (4)

		Notice (2)

		notices (1)

		notified (1)

		nuclear (1)

		number (7)

		numerous (2)

		nutrients (1)



		O

		o'clock (1)

		O'NEIL (5)

		O'Neill (3)

		O'REILY (2)

		oath (1)

		Obama (3)

		object (1)

		objected (1)

		objections (3)

		objector (1)

		obtaining (1)

		obvious (1)

		obviously (3)

		occur (2)

		occurred (1)

		ocean (24)

		Oceanic (1)

		oceanography (1)

		oceans (1)

		October (2)

		off (25)

		offer (2)

		offered (3)

		Office (7)

		official (1)

		officials (3)

		offset (4)

		offshore (20)

		oil (2)

		old (2)

		oldest (1)

		Once (3)

		One (37)

		one's (2)

		one-third (1)

		ones (1)

		ongoing (1)

		online (4)

		only (22)

		onset (1)

		onshore/offshore (1)

		onto (3)

		open (1)

		operated (1)

		operations (2)

		opinion (1)

		opponent (1)

		opportune (1)

		opportunities (1)

		opportunity (21)

		opposed (3)

		opposition (7)

		options (1)

		order (4)

		organization (5)

		organizations (1)

		organizer (3)

		original (1)

		otherwise (1)

		ourselves (2)

		out (45)

		out-of-country (1)

		out-of-state (1)

		outdated (6)

		outfit (1)

		outline (1)

		outlines (1)

		outrageous (1)

		outright (1)

		outside (4)

		outweighed (1)

		over (32)

		overall (4)

		overloaded (1)

		overlook (3)

		overreaching (1)

		overregulated (2)

		overregulation (1)

		overseas (1)

		overseer (1)

		overtaken (1)

		overwhelming (2)

		own (5)

		owned (3)

		oxides (1)

		oystering (1)



		P

		P-E-N-N (1)

		P-R-O-S-Y-D-I-U-M (1)

		pacemakers (1)

		packed (1)

		Page (2)

		pages (1)

		paid (3)

		Pale (1)

		panels (1)

		paper (2)

		paranoid (1)

		parking (1)

		parks (1)

		part (9)

		participate (1)

		particular (2)

		particularly (2)

		parties (1)

		Partners (1)

		party (3)

		pass (2)

		passed (1)

		passionately (1)

		passive (1)

		past (4)

		path (3)

		patience (1)

		Patrick (1)

		patterns (1)

		Paulsboro (2)

		pavilion (2)

		pay (19)

		payers (11)

		paying (7)

		payroll (2)

		pencils (1)

		Penn (3)

		pennies (1)

		people (62)

		per (7)

		percent (9)

		perfect (2)

		performed (1)

		Perhaps (4)

		period (3)

		permanent (6)

		permanently (1)

		permission (4)

		permit (14)

		permits (5)

		person (6)

		person's (1)

		personal (1)

		personally (2)

		pervasive (1)

		Peter (6)

		ph (4)

		phone (2)

		physician (1)

		picture (4)

		Pike (4)

		pilot (1)

		pipes (4)

		pitch (1)

		pitting (1)

		place (4)

		placed (1)

		placement (1)

		places (3)

		plan (5)

		planes (1)

		planet (1)

		planets (1)

		Planning (4)

		plans (12)

		plant (5)

		plants (5)

		Plastics (1)

		platitudes (1)

		playing (1)

		plays (1)

		please (12)

		pleased (2)

		plenty (1)

		plight (1)

		plus (1)

		PM (6)

		pockets (2)

		podium (1)

		Point (28)

		pointed (2)

		points (1)

		poised (1)

		policy (13)

		political (3)

		politician (1)

		politicians (1)

		politicking (1)

		politics (2)

		pollution (6)

		Pond (1)

		poor (2)

		poorly (1)

		port (3)

		portion (4)

		pose (4)

		posing (1)

		position (11)

		positions (1)

		positive (3)

		possibility (1)

		possible (1)

		possibly (1)

		posted (1)

		posture (1)

		potential (6)

		Power (33)

		power's (1)

		powerful (1)

		practiced (1)

		practices (2)

		predator (1)

		predicted (2)

		prefer (1)

		preferable (1)

		premature (1)

		prepare (1)

		prepared (3)

		present (4)

		presentation (1)

		presented (3)

		preservation (1)

		preserve (1)

		preserving (1)

		President (3)

		press (1)

		pressure (1)

		pressures (1)

		presumably (1)

		pretending (1)

		pretextual (1)

		pretty (2)

		prevent (1)

		Previous (4)

		previously (3)

		prey (2)

		price (2)

		primary (1)

		principle (1)

		printed (1)

		pristine (1)

		private (13)

		privatization (1)

		privatize (1)

		privatizing (1)

		pro (1)

		probably (9)

		problem (9)

		problems (3)

		procedural (1)

		procedure (1)

		Procedures (1)

		proceed (3)

		proceeded (1)

		proceeding (1)

		proceeds (1)

		process (6)

		processed (1)

		produce (3)

		produced (1)

		producers (1)

		produces (2)

		producing (5)

		product (1)

		production (1)

		products (1)

		Professional (4)

		Professionally (1)

		professor (3)

		profit (3)

		program (1)

		project (98)

		project's (3)

		projected (1)

		projects (7)

		promise (1)

		promises (1)

		promising (1)

		prompt (1)

		prone (1)

		pronounce (2)

		proof (3)

		propaganda (2)

		Propane (1)

		proper (1)

		properly (2)

		Properties (3)

		property (6)

		proponent (1)

		proposal (6)

		proposed (14)

		proposes (2)

		prosecutor (1)

		prospect (1)

		prospective (2)

		prosthetic (1)

		prosydium (1)

		protect (6)

		protected (4)

		protecting (2)

		protest (2)

		proud (1)

		prove (1)

		proven (4)

		provided (1)

		Providence (3)

		providing (4)

		public (70)

		publication (1)

		publicly (2)

		published (2)

		PUC (10)

		pumps (1)

		purchase (3)

		purported (1)

		purpose (1)

		pursuing (1)

		push (1)

		pushed (1)

		put (19)

		putting (5)



		Q

		Quahog (1)

		qualifications (1)

		quality (22)

		quarter (1)

		quick (3)

		quickly (1)

		quid (1)

		quiet (1)

		quite (4)

		quo (1)

		Quonset (2)

		quote (9)

		quoted (1)



		R

		radiation (1)

		rail (1)

		Raimondo (2)

		rain (1)

		raise (2)

		raised (2)

		ramping (1)

		ran (1)

		rapidly (1)

		rare (1)

		rat (1)

		rate (15)

		rates (14)

		rather (4)

		ravaging (1)

		reached (3)

		reaches (1)

		read (9)

		reading (3)

		ready (1)

		reaffirmed (1)

		real (5)

		reality (1)

		realize (2)

		realized (1)

		really (29)

		rear (1)

		reason (4)

		reasons (3)

		receive (1)

		received (2)

		recent (4)

		recently (5)

		recognize (2)

		recognized (3)

		reconnaissance (1)

		record (7)

		records (1)

		recovery (1)

		reduce (3)

		reduced (1)

		reducing (3)

		reefs (1)

		reenergize (1)

		reference (1)

		referenced (2)

		references (1)

		reflect (1)

		Refuge (3)

		refusal (1)

		refusing (1)

		refute (1)

		regard (6)

		regarding (4)

		regards (2)

		region (2)

		regional (1)

		register (1)

		registered (2)

		registration (1)

		regularly (2)

		regulated (1)

		regulations (5)

		regulatory (4)

		reinvesting (1)

		reject (1)

		rejected (1)

		relate (2)

		related (1)

		relating (2)

		relationship (1)

		relatively (1)

		relax (1)

		release (6)

		released (1)

		releases (1)

		releasing (1)

		reliable (1)

		reliance (3)

		reliant (1)

		relief (6)

		relieving (1)

		relit (1)

		relocation (1)

		rely (2)

		relying (2)

		remaining (1)

		remains (1)

		remarks (1)

		remember (8)

		remind (1)

		reminding (1)

		removal (1)

		renewable (24)

		repaired (1)

		report (21)

		Report's (1)

		reported (1)

		REPORTER (1)

		represent (3)

		representative (3)

		representatives (2)

		represented (1)

		representing (2)

		represents (2)

		request (7)

		requested (2)

		require (5)

		required (4)

		requirements (2)

		requires (1)

		requiring (1)

		rereleased (1)

		research (5)

		reserved (1)

		reside (2)

		residences (1)

		resident (14)

		residents (6)

		Resistance (1)

		resisted (1)

		resource (8)

		Resources (15)

		respect (8)

		Respectfully (1)

		respects (1)

		response (1)

		responsibilities (1)

		responsibility (4)

		responsible (2)

		responsibly (3)

		rest (5)

		restoration (1)

		restoring (1)

		restrictions (1)

		result (1)

		results (1)

		rethink (1)

		retired (1)

		retiring (1)

		return (5)

		revenue (1)

		review (8)

		reviewed (2)

		revised (1)

		revisit (1)

		Rhode (84)

		Richard (2)

		ride (1)

		RIDEM (14)

		RIDEM's (1)

		ridiculous (2)

		RIDOT (1)

		Rigg's (1)

		Riggs (4)

		right (34)

		rights (1)

		rise (2)

		rising (1)

		risk (2)

		risky (1)

		Rivers (1)

		Road (8)

		roads (1)

		Robert (3)

		Rogers (3)

		role (2)

		Ron (3)

		room (2)

		rotting (1)

		route (1)

		routes (2)

		row (1)

		Roy (1)

		Rule (2)

		rules (7)

		run (5)

		running (8)

		runs (2)

		Rushmore (1)

		rusty (1)



		S

		S-A-L-A-F-I-A (1)

		S-I-E-R-R-A (1)

		sacrificing (1)

		sad (3)

		Safe (1)

		safely (1)

		safety (6)

		Salafia (4)

		Salt (1)

		Samantha (2)

		same (6)

		sand (8)

		sandbar (1)

		sandy (3)

		sane (2)

		Sara (2)

		satisfied (1)

		satisfy (1)

		save (6)

		saved (2)

		savings (1)

		saw (2)

		saying (5)

		scale (2)

		Scarborough (23)

		scarce (1)

		scenic (1)

		schedule (1)

		scheme (1)

		Schilling (1)

		scholarly (1)

		school (3)

		Science (3)

		scientific (2)

		scientists (1)

		scope (2)

		scrap (1)

		scrutinized (1)

		scrutiny (3)

		sea (10)

		season (2)

		second (8)

		secondary (1)

		Secondly (2)

		secret (1)

		Section (4)

		sector (1)

		secured (3)

		Security (1)

		sediment (1)

		seek (1)

		seeks (1)

		seem (4)

		seems (1)

		sees (2)

		selected (1)

		self-serving (1)

		Senator (3)

		senior (1)

		sense (6)

		senses (1)

		sensitive (3)

		sent (1)

		sentiment (1)

		separate (3)

		septic (1)

		septic's (1)

		sequence (1)

		sequestered (1)

		series (2)

		serious (3)

		seriously (5)

		serve (2)

		served (2)

		service (4)

		Services (2)

		set (4)

		setting (1)

		settled (1)

		settlement (1)

		several (5)

		severe (1)

		severely (2)

		sewage (3)

		sewer (2)

		sewers (1)

		shall (1)

		sham (1)

		shame (1)

		shameful (1)

		shape (1)

		share (7)

		shared (2)

		sharks (1)

		sharpen (1)

		Shaw (1)

		shelf (1)

		shenanigans (1)

		shielded (1)

		SHIELDS (10)

		shift (1)

		shifting (2)

		shipped (2)

		shipping (1)

		Shop's (1)

		shore (6)

		Shoreham (3)

		shores (3)

		short (2)

		short-term (1)

		shot (1)

		show (4)

		shown (3)

		shut (2)

		sic (7)

		sic/ph (1)

		sick (1)

		side (1)

		Sierra (5)

		sight (1)

		sign (3)

		signed (1)

		significant (4)

		significantly (1)

		silent (2)

		similar (2)

		simple (2)

		simply (3)

		single (3)

		sit (1)

		site (8)

		sites (1)

		sitting (4)

		situation (1)

		six (10)

		six-and-a-half (1)

		size (2)

		slash (1)

		slippery (3)

		slope (3)

		slowly (1)

		small (7)

		smaller (1)

		Smart (1)

		smelled (1)

		smiling (1)

		smoke (1)

		so-called (1)

		society (8)

		socioeconomic (2)

		soft (1)

		soil (1)

		solar (8)

		sold (1)

		sole (1)

		solely (1)

		solid (2)

		solution (2)

		solutions (2)

		solve (1)

		somebody (4)

		someone (2)

		Sometimes (1)

		somewhat (1)

		somewhere (6)

		song (2)

		sooner (1)

		soot (1)

		sorry (5)

		sort (2)

		Soule (1)

		sound (5)

		source (4)

		sources (1)

		South (4)

		southeast (2)

		southern (1)

		southward (1)

		space (2)

		span (2)

		spawning (1)

		speak (16)

		SPEAKER (47)

		speakers (15)

		speaking (9)

		speaks (1)

		special (2)

		species (13)

		specific (1)

		speculation (1)

		speculative (2)

		spell (4)

		spelled (2)

		spend (6)

		spending (1)

		spent (3)

		spill (1)

		spinning (1)

		spoke (7)

		spots (1)

		square (1)

		squid (1)

		stage (1)

		Stakeholders (2)

		Stan (1)

		stand (11)

		standalone (2)

		Stanley (1)

		stark (1)

		start (7)

		started (2)

		starting (1)

		starts (1)

		startup (1)

		starving (1)

		State (70)

		state's (2)

		stated (5)

		statement (4)

		statements (2)

		states (9)

		station (2)

		stem (1)

		stenographer (1)

		step (8)

		steps (2)

		steward (2)

		stewards (1)

		still (2)

		stimulation (1)

		stood (2)

		stop (10)

		stopover (1)

		stopped (1)

		stopping (1)

		stops (2)

		store (1)

		storm (1)

		story (1)

		strange (1)

		Street (1)

		strict (1)

		strong (4)

		stronger (1)

		strongly (5)

		structure (1)

		struggling (3)

		student (2)

		students (1)

		studied (1)

		studies (1)

		Studios (4)

		study (12)

		stuff (3)

		subject (3)

		submarine (1)

		submission (1)

		submit (2)

		submitted (6)

		subsidiaries (1)

		subsidize (1)

		subsidized (2)

		subsidizing (1)

		substation (3)

		suffering (1)

		suggest (3)

		suit (1)

		sulfur (1)

		summarize (1)

		summary (1)

		summer (4)

		sun (2)

		Sundial (3)

		sunny (1)

		supplier (1)

		supplies (1)

		support (23)

		supporters (2)

		supporting (1)

		supports (1)

		Suppose (1)

		supposed (2)

		supposedly (1)

		supremacy (1)

		Supreme (1)

		Sure (10)

		surface (1)

		surpassed (1)

		survey (1)

		survive (3)

		sustainable (1)

		sweetheart (1)

		swimming (2)

		system (7)

		systems (6)



		T

		T-I-E-R-N-E-Y (1)

		Table (3)

		takeover (2)

		talk (6)

		talked (4)

		talking (2)

		talks (2)

		Tanganyika (1)

		tap (2)

		task (1)

		Tavares (1)

		taxes (3)

		taxpayers (1)

		Technical (4)

		technologies (2)

		technology (7)

		telling (3)

		tells (3)

		temporary (5)

		ten (7)

		tens (1)

		term (1)

		terms (7)

		Terrance (2)

		terrestrial (1)

		terrible (2)

		Terry (2)

		test (2)

		tested (1)

		testified (1)

		testify (1)

		testimony (4)

		texts (1)

		TF (1)

		thankful (1)

		Thanks (2)

		theoretical (1)

		theories (2)

		therefore (9)

		thinking (4)

		third (2)

		thirdly (1)

		though (1)

		thought (6)

		thousands (9)

		threat (8)

		three (8)

		three-and-a-half (1)

		three-quarters (1)

		throughout (4)

		throw (1)

		Tierney (5)

		tilling (1)

		Times (10)

		Tina (3)

		Title (1)

		Today (16)

		Today's (2)

		together (2)

		told (1)

		tomorrow (1)

		tonight (25)

		tons (4)

		tools (1)

		top (1)

		tops (1)

		Toray (1)

		total (1)

		totally (1)

		tough (1)

		tourism (1)

		toward (1)

		towards (2)

		towers (2)

		Town (55)

		town's (3)

		towns (1)

		toxic (6)

		Trades (1)

		tradesmen (1)

		traditional (1)

		traffic (2)

		training (1)

		transcribe (1)

		transfers (1)

		transition (2)

		transmission (9)

		trap (3)

		trapped (1)

		traps (5)

		trash (1)

		travel (2)

		treated (1)

		treatment (2)

		tremendous (1)

		trench (3)

		trenching (1)

		tried (1)

		trip (1)

		trolling (1)

		Troy (2)

		true (1)

		truly (3)

		Trust (2)

		truth (3)

		try (5)

		trying (9)

		tugboat (1)

		turbine (5)

		turbines (20)

		turn (2)

		turned (2)

		turning (1)

		turns (1)

		turtles (2)

		TV (1)

		two (13)

		two-and-a-half (1)

		two-thirds (1)

		type (4)



		U

		ugly (1)

		UK (1)

		ultimately (1)

		unanimously (3)

		unanswered (2)

		unbiased (1)

		under (15)

		under-sand (1)

		underestimated (1)

		underestimates (1)

		underground (1)

		underneath (1)

		understood (2)

		undertake (1)

		undeveloped (1)

		undisputable (1)

		undisturbed (1)

		undue (1)

		unemployment (1)

		unforeseen (1)

		unfortunate (1)

		unfortunately (4)

		UNIDENTIFIED (16)

		unintended (1)

		Uniquely (1)

		United (4)

		units (2)

		University (3)

		unknown (3)

		unlawful (1)

		unless (2)

		unlike (1)

		unprecedented (1)

		unproven (1)

		unsafe (1)

		unsatisfactory (1)

		unshielded (1)

		unwarranted (1)

		up (56)

		up-to-date (1)

		upcoming (1)

		upon (2)

		uradet (1)

		urge (10)

		urging (1)

		use (23)

		used (6)

		useful (1)

		users (4)

		uses (4)

		using (5)

		Utilities (3)

		utility (2)



		V

		Valley (1)

		valuable (2)

		value (1)

		values (2)

		varies (1)

		variety (1)

		venture (1)

		verbal (1)

		verified (2)

		verify (2)

		version (1)

		versus (3)

		viability (4)

		viable (2)

		vibrant (1)

		Vice (1)

		video (1)

		view (2)

		views (1)

		violation (2)

		Violet (1)

		Virginia (1)

		visited (1)

		visits (1)

		vitae (1)

		voice (2)

		voices (2)

		volt (1)

		voltage (5)

		volts (1)

		volumes (2)

		vote (1)

		voted (4)

		voyage (1)



		W

		W-A-L-D-M-A-N (1)

		W-O-J-C-I-E-C-H-O-W-S-K-I (1)

		waiting (2)

		Wake (1)

		Wakefield (1)

		Waldman (3)

		walk (5)

		walked (1)

		walls (1)

		wants (4)

		warming (12)

		warning (1)

		warrants (1)

		waste (4)

		wasted (2)

		wastewater (1)

		watched (2)

		watching (1)

		water (27)

		waters (12)

		way (23)

		ways (6)

		weak (1)

		weakest (1)

		weather (1)

		website (2)

		Wednesday (2)

		week (5)

		weekend (1)

		weeks (1)

		Welcome (2)

		weren't (1)

		West (3)

		western (1)

		wet (1)

		wetlands (1)

		whales (9)

		what's (12)

		wheel (1)

		Who's (2)

		whole (6)

		wholly (1)

		whose (2)

		Wikepedia (1)

		wildlife (22)

		Willie (1)

		willing (2)

		Wilson (1)

		Wind (97)

		Wind's (3)

		Windmill (2)

		windmills (3)

		window (1)

		windows (1)

		winds (2)

		wings (1)

		winter (7)

		wire (1)

		wires (1)

		wise (1)

		wish (6)

		withdraw (1)

		withdrew (1)

		within (6)

		without (5)

		WOJCIECHOSKI (1)

		Wojciechowski (2)

		women (1)

		wonder (2)

		wondering (1)

		wonders (1)

		wood (1)

		word (1)

		words (1)

		work (13)

		workable (2)

		Worked (5)

		workers (1)

		working (4)

		works (2)

		world (6)

		worried (3)

		worse (6)

		worsen (1)

		worst (1)

		worthless (1)

		wrap (2)

		wrappings (1)

		written (5)

		wrong (3)

		wrote (1)

		Wyoming (1)



		Y

		year (18)

		year-round (2)

		years (40)

		yellow (1)

		yesterday (1)

		yields (1)

		York (1)

		young (3)

		youngest (1)



		Z

		zero (3)

		zone (3)

		Zoning (1)











                                                                      1


            1       STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

            2                        PUBLIC HEARING

            3

            4

            5    PROCEEDINGS IN RE:

            6

            7    RIDEM - OCTA DEEPWATER WIND PROJECT,

            8

            9
                                PLACE:Narragansett Town Hall
           10                         25 Fifth Avenue
                                      Narragansett, Rhode Island
           11                   DATE: December 11, 2013
                                TIME: 6:00 p.m.
           12

           13

           14
                 BEFORE:
           15
                 RONALD GAGNON, RIDEM
           16    RICHARD BIANCULLI, STAFF ATTORNEY
                 MICHAEL ELLIOTT, ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
           17

           18

           19

           20

           21

           22

           23

           24

           25

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�


                                                                      2


            1                 (HEARING COMMENCED AT 6:10 P.M.)

            2                 MR. GAGNON:  I'm going to get started

            3        now.  I'm going to read a short statement into

            4        the record, then we'll proceed with taking public

            5        comment.  Louder?  Okay.

            6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Front row can't

            7        hear.  That's not a good sign.

            8                 MR. GAGNON:  Welcome everyone.  Today's

            9        Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09.  My

           10        name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the Rhode

           11        Island Department of Environmental Management's

           12        Office of Customer and Technical Assistance.

           13                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Excuse me.

           14        We can't hear you.  Do you have a speaker?

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  We don't have --

           16        technical support from the Town is not here.

           17                 MR. GAGNON:  Welcome everyone.  Today is

           18        Wednesday, December 11th, 2013.  It is 6:09 p.m.

           19        My name is Ron Gagnon.  I am the Chief of the

           20        Rhode Island Department of Environmental

           21        Management's Office of Customer and Technical

           22        Assistance.  With me today is Richard Bianculli

           23        from the DEM Office of Legal Services.  Also here

           24        today is Michael Elliott from the Army Corps of

           25        Engineers.
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            1            We are gathered at the Narragansett Town Hall

            2        today regarding a public hearing concerning the

            3        application of Deepwater Wind, LLC, for a

            4        modification to a State of Rhode Island water

            5        quality certificate and dredge permit in

            6        accordance with the Department's rules and

            7        regulations for dredging and the management of

            8        dredge materials and the State water quality

            9        regulations.

           10            This public hearing is limited to the

           11        modification request submitted on October 17,

           12        2013, to withdraw the landfall installation of

           13        the Block Island transmission system submarine

           14        cable from the Narragansett Town Beach location

           15        and proposes a revised landfall location at the

           16        Scarborough State Beach.

           17            This hearing is being conducted under the

           18        authority of the Administrative Procedures Act,

           19        located under Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws

           20        of Rhode Island.  In accordance with the Act's

           21        requirements, public notices of this hearing were

           22        published in the Narragansett Times and the South

           23        County Independent.  Notice was also posted on

           24        the Department's website.

           25            The purpose of this hearing is to afford

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�


                                                                      4


            1        interested parties an opportunity to comment on

            2        the noted request to a modification of the

            3        application.  This hearing is not intended as a

            4        means of providing a forum for discussion,

            5        debating, arguing or otherwise having any

            6        dialogue at this time with members of the

            7        Department.  Please, we'd ask that you please be

            8        silent when an individual is making his or her

            9        comments.

           10            Full copies of the application have been

           11        placed in the public library of Narragansett.  We

           12        have also extend the written public comment

           13        period to 4:00 p.m. Monday, December 23rd, 2013.

           14            Previous public hearings were held at the

           15        Narragansett Town Hall on April 24, 2013, at 6:30

           16        p.m. and at the New Shoreham Town Hall on

           17        May 8th, 2013, at 5:30 p.m.

           18            The procedure we will use for those who wish

           19        to speak is as follows:  If you have not done so,

           20        please register in the rear of the auditorium.  I

           21        will call the speakers in order of their

           22        registration.  We will allow approximately five

           23        minutes for each individual to make comments on

           24        the record.  When your name is called, please

           25        come to this podium here and speak clearly and
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            1        slowly so that the stenographer can accurately

            2        transcribe your comments.  Written comments may

            3        also be submitted before or after your

            4        presentation is made.  Please note that if

            5        necessary I'll raise a yellow cardboard sign to

            6        indicate that you have approximately a minute

            7        remaining for your comments.  Then at the end of

            8        the five-minute period, I will raise a cardboard

            9        sign.  We ask that you please respect the time

           10        limits so that all commenters may be heard.

           11        Thank you for your cooperation.

           12            After the time has elapsed for the submission

           13        of the written comments, the Department will

           14        prepare a written response to all comments and

           15        then we will complete the review process and

           16        issue the final determination.

           17            So at this time, we can now begin the hearing

           18        for the registered speakers.

           19                 MR. BIANCULLI:  The first speaker is

           20        Bill McElroy.

           21                 MR. McELROY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

           22        I would like to -- my name is Bill McElroy.  I'm

           23        a commercial fisherman from Galilee, Rhode

           24        Island.  I've been there since 1976.  I'm also

           25        the Chairman of the Fisherman's Advisory Board
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            1        from the Coastal Resources Management Council

            2        which has had many deliberations on this entire

            3        Windmill project.

            4            I'd like to speak in favor of the water

            5        quality permit change.  I think that the

            6        technology on dredging and placement of cables is

            7        well understood and well developed and it should

            8        pose no significant problem to the environment,

            9        and I'm pleased the they've reached out to the

           10        fisherman who work in that area to try to, you

           11        know, mitigate any adverse effects that might

           12        come from that.  I think that's the end of my

           13        comment.  Thank you.

           14                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Bill.  Next

           15        up we have Bill Penn.

           16                 MR. PENN:  Good evening.  My name Bill

           17        Penn, P-E-N-N.  I am a year-round resident of

           18        Block Island.  Professionally, I'm an

           19        environmental economist and currently am Managing

           20        Director of the Rhode Island Food and Farm Fund,

           21        an organization dedicated to increasing the

           22        locally grown and processed food products here in

           23        the State.

           24            I am strongly in favor of the Scarborough

           25        Beach cable landfall because without that
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            1        landfall the Deepwater Wind Block Island project

            2        will not go forward.

            3            The project for me and Block Island has many

            4        advantages.  Certainly there is economic benefits

            5        and there are environmental benefits.  And let me

            6        address the economic benefits.

            7            Last year we paid on average 54.2 cents per

            8        kilowatt hour for our electricity.  That's almost

            9        five times what people pay on the mainland.  The

           10        analysis of the effect of the cable and the wind

           11        farm is to reduce that cost by about 40 percent.

           12        That means that myself and the 1,800 customers of

           13        the Block Island Power Company are going to have

           14        additional disposable income to spend on goods

           15        and services here in Rhode Island.   Collectively

           16        that equates to $2.2 million of disposable income

           17        that the customers of Block Island Power Company

           18        will be able to spend here.

           19            If we use a simple economic multiplier of two

           20        to three times those dollars, Block Island is

           21        going to be providing four-and-a-half to

           22        six-and-a-half million dollars of contribution to

           23        the Rhode Island economy.  And if you look at

           24        that over the 20-year life, projected life of the

           25        wind farm, that's somewhere in the neighborhood
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            1        of 90 to $130 million.

            2            Now, in terms of the environmental benefits,

            3        those are more local.  We will no longer be

            4        burning a million gallons of diesel oil a year.

            5        There will be some consumption because the backup

            6        generators will need to be tested from time to

            7        time.

            8            All of our electricity, assuming that the

            9        wind blows -- and it blows quite frequently on

           10        Block Island -- will be generated by -- from the

           11        wind farm.  So we, as a community, will reduce

           12        our carbon footprint and be truly reliant on

           13        renewable energy.

           14            And with that I want to thank you, very much,

           15        for this opportunity to make my comments.

           16                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Bill.  Our

           17        next speaker is Gerald McCarthy.

           18                 MR. McCARTHY:  My name is Gerald

           19        McCarthy spelled M, small C, capital C-A-R-T-H-Y.

           20        I live at 27 Soule Road in Narragansett.  I'm a

           21        resident of Narragansett.  I'm a Registered

           22        Professional Engineer.  I see people putting in

           23        their -- their vitae, so that's who I am.  And I

           24        have a prepared statement that I'm going to read

           25        from and I would like to have it entered into

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�


                                                                      9


            1        the -- I can give you a copy afterwards.  There

            2        is a bigger issue than water quality that needs

            3        to be addressed by our state government.

            4            Technology and time have overtaken the

            5        Deepwater Wind Project in terms of economic

            6        viability.  In terms of economic viability, I

            7        think it is now a dinosaur.  The cost to be

            8        charged starting at 24-and-a-half cents per

            9        kilowatt hour with a guaranteed annual increase

           10        of three-and-a-half percent is a sweetheart deal

           11        for the project, for Deepwater Wind.  However,

           12        it's a horrible deal for Rhode Island electric

           13        rate payers.

           14            As we speak, New England states are being

           15        offered bargain rates for clean energy and green

           16        energy by producers of land-based and

           17        hydro-based -- land-based wind power and

           18        hydro-based electrical energy.

           19            The cost that they are working into their

           20        power purchase agreements run from eight to $0.09

           21        per kilowatt hour compared to the 24 -- 24,

           22        24-and-a-half cents that Deepwater will cost.

           23            In addition, the people of Narragansett have

           24        loudly and clearly stated that they do not want

           25        the cable from the Deepwater Wind Project to come
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            1        through our town.  So why continue with the

            2        project?  In addition to the residents of

            3        Narragansett speaking clearly about this project,

            4        the Town Council had voted unanimously against

            5        bringing the cable through the town.

            6            Last week the State Properties Committee

            7        approved an easement through our Scarborough

            8        Beach for the cable from the offshore Deepwater

            9        Wind Demonstration Project.  A week before -- and

           10        that was a week before this public hearing.  And

           11        that's a blatant affront to the people of

           12        Narragansett who so loudly objected to the cable

           13        coming ashore and our elected officials who voted

           14        unanimously against -- against it.

           15            So it looks like it doesn't matter given the

           16        fact that the State Properties Committee has

           17        already granted an easement.  It doesn't matter

           18        what Rhode Island DEM concludes from this public

           19        hearing because the easement for the cable has

           20        already been approved.  One wonders whether this

           21        is just an honest mistake in terms of the

           22        sequence of the meeting or is it more political

           23        shenanigans that we see from time to time in

           24        Rhode Island.

           25            In conclusion, as we are encouraged by the
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            1        DEM through this public meeting to look

            2        myopically at the project by concentrating on

            3        water quality rather than the broad issue of

            4        economic viability.  Our state government careens

            5        towards another 38 Studios, only this time it's

            6        an outdated wind energy project instead of a

            7        flawed video game project.

            8            So I -- if I had the power, I would call on

            9        political leaders of our state and our

           10        government, local governments, Governor Chafee,

           11        Gordon Fox, Peter Kilmartin, Gina Raimondo, all

           12        of the gubernatorial candidates, Fung, Tavares,

           13        Raimondo, Pale, Block and our Town Council to

           14        call a halt to this project that has been

           15        surpassed by new technology and more economically

           16        viable clean energy projects and revisit the

           17        economic viability of this project before the

           18        electric rate payers of Rhode Island are forced

           19        to pay the outrageous rates at 24-and-a-half

           20        cents compared to the eight and nine cent per

           21        kilowatt hour that is available through other

           22        more up-to-date wind generating technologies.

           23            And thank you for having this public hearing

           24        and for giving me a chance to present my

           25        testimony.
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            1                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Gerald, I'll take any

            2        written comments that you have.

            3                 MR. McCARTHY:  Sure.

            4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, very much.

            5                 MR. McCARTHY:  Thank you.

            6                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Next up we have Myron

            7        Waldman.

            8                 MR. WALDMAN:  M-Y-R-O-N, W-A-L-D-M-A-N.

            9        My name is Myron Waldman.  I'm a resident of

           10        Narragansett.  I founded a company several years

           11        ago that engineered and developed power

           12        electronic quality control equipment for wire and

           13        cable production.  I stand here as an objector

           14        and have followed your instructions to review the

           15        application and plans and visited the site, our

           16        Scarborough Beach in Narragansett.

           17            I protest the proposed action of bringing the

           18        34,500 volt AC unshielded, armored cable onto the

           19        sandy, densely-populated summer beach.  I protest

           20        the cable burial under the shifting sand.

           21            After reading the Deepwater environmental

           22        report slash construction and operations plan, I

           23        attempted to confirm its statements regarding

           24        health and safety with respect to the under-sand,

           25        high voltage cable.  I call it high voltage
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            1        because 34,500 volts is the highest voltage

            2        allowed for power distribution and Wikepedia

            3        categorizes that voltage as high voltage in the

            4        power distribution industry.

            5            Table ES-1 of the Deepwater Wind Report

            6        claims there will be, quote, no impact, quote,

            7        relating to safety from EMF, electromotive force

            8        energy which escapes the buried cable and, in

            9        some cases, causes permanent damage to wildlife

           10        and humans.

           11            Section 4.13.2.2 of the report does not show

           12        detailed results for cable burial under beach

           13        sand at Scarborough.  Sand height varies daily,

           14        therefore, changing the distance between a beach

           15        goer and the cable.  The EMF force becomes

           16        exponentially stronger as the distance closes.

           17        So if we start with ten feet and somebody digs in

           18        two feet into the sand, there's almost a

           19        50 percent increase in the EMF forces.

           20            I checked the technical references used in

           21        the Deepwater Wind Report including the

           22        International Committee on Electromagnetic

           23        Safety, ICES, International Commission on

           24        nonionizing radiation, ICNIRP, and Institute of

           25        Electrical and Electronic Engineers, IEEE.
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            1            Clearly the Deepwater Wind Report's EMF

            2        analysis is incomplete.  It does not consider the

            3        issues of human behavior, age, body position, all

            4        of these important for sandy beaches.

            5            When these and other issues are considered,

            6        the acceptable levels of human exposure to

            7        magnetic fields become lower than that stated in

            8        the Deepwater report.  Here is an example from

            9        the Deepwater winds report, ICNIRP reference:

           10        For adults with implanted medical devices,

           11        cardiac defibrillators, pacemakers, hormone

           12        infusion pumps, neuromuscular stimulation

           13        devices, electronically operated prosthetic

           14        devices and so on.  The maximum allowed exposure

           15        is five milligauss and that's for very short

           16        dwell times in the magnetic field, but for beach

           17        goers, the dwell times are measured in hours.

           18            The IEEE takes it further and discusses

           19        exposure by body type, age, size and position,

           20        body position.  Lying prone in a wet bathing suit

           21        in beach sand can be dangerous.

           22            In closing:  I suggest that all approvals

           23        relating to Deepwater Wind burying cables under

           24        Scarborough Beach be delayed until the issue of

           25        EMF is properly studied and documented as the
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            1        Deepwater Wind Report is inaccurate and

            2        incomplete regarding human safety for adults,

            3        expectant mothers, and children.

            4            Also, the Deepwater report referenced above

            5        does not seem to have a professional engineer's

            6        certification as required under DEM rules and

            7        regulations for water quality, Rule 14.B.  Maybe

            8        the online version doesn't have it.  Thank you,

            9        very much.

           10                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  I'm sorry.

           11        Our next speaker is either -- it's either Gene

           12        Garseau or Juan Garcia.

           13                 MS. GARCEAU:  No, sir.  It's French.

           14        It's Joan Garceau.

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Joan Garso.

           16                 MS. GARCEAU:  But I would spell it

           17        G-A-R-S-O.

           18                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Well, uradet (sic/ph).

           19        Two French guys and we couldn't get it right.

           20                 MS. GARCEAU:  I came prepared to speak

           21        and pose questions, but because of the initial

           22        comment made by Mr. Gagnon in regards to

           23        answering questions, this is not the opportune

           24        time for me to do so, but I must say that I

           25        concur with the previous speakers.  I do object
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            1        to that running through the Town of Narragansett

            2        coming up Burnside.  I live in Briggs Farm and my

            3        back of my house faces Point Judith Road, but I

            4        am concerned that we don't need it.  This is not

            5        the Netherlands.  And as far as I know -- I don't

            6        believe the General Assembly legislators in Rhode

            7        Island has approved for this to come through yet.

            8        Am I correct?  You can't answer.  Okay.  I

            9        decline and I'll address my concerns at another

           10        time at a later time.  Thank you.

           11                 THE REPORTER:  How do you spell you

           12        name?

           13                 MS. GARCEAU:  G-A-R-C-E-A-U, J-O-A-N.

           14        Thank you for listening.

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           16        speaker is Norris Pike.

           17                 MR. PIKE:  Good evening.  Thank you for

           18        the opportunity to speak.  My name is Norris

           19        Pike.  I'm a member of the New Shoreham Town

           20        Council, although, I'm not speaking for the

           21        Council as a whole.  I represent Block Island as

           22        a whole.

           23            For a number of years, I've served in local

           24        politics on Block Island, over 30 years as a

           25        Planning Board Chairman on the local Planning
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            1        Board, a number of other positions.  Currently on

            2        the Town Council and it's my second time at it.

            3        I was on the Council 30 years ago as well.

            4            Our position is that Block Island desperately

            5        needs a cable to the mainland to offset the high

            6        cost of electricity on Block Island.  We burn

            7        over a million gallons of diesel fuel every year

            8        and it's crippling our local economy to the point

            9        of failure.  It has to stop.  We need to do

           10        something different.

           11            We have an opportunity now with Deepwater

           12        Wind to construct a cable to the mainland.  We

           13        had hoped to land on Narragansett Town Beach,

           14        although, the Town of Narragansett obviously

           15        didn't want that.

           16            At this juncture, we would like to make

           17        landfall at Scarborough.  The Town of

           18        Narragansett does not want that either.  I wonder

           19        if Block Island had the opportunity to say no to

           20        Narragansett if Narragansett needed a cable, and

           21        I think we'd be a lot friendlier than

           22        Narragansett has been to us.  I don't understand

           23        it, but that's local politics at its worst.

           24            Block Island desperately needs this cable

           25        connection.  Deepwater Wind is secondary to us,
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            1        although, we really, really want to see Deepwater

            2        happen.  It's important to us.

            3            We need to change the method in which we

            4        generate electricity in this country.  It's one

            5        step forward in the right direction and we wholly

            6        support it.  There are a few naysayers in our

            7        town as well, but there are few.  In the

            8        long-term, this is a step in the right direction

            9        for the United States.  It's a step in the right

           10        direction for Rhode Island.  It's a step in the

           11        right direction for the Town of Narragansett,

           12        too.  Block Island commutes through Narragansett.

           13        Our ferry company goes through Narragansett.  We

           14        leave a lot of money behind in the Town of

           15        Narragansett just by getting here and there.

           16            Uniquely I grew up in Narragansett.  I grew

           17        up on Ava Street in Narragansett, went to this

           18        very school in the 2nd and 3rd grade when it was

           19        a school, as a matter of fact, and some of you

           20        may not know that, but this is now the Town Hall.

           21        This is the first time I've been in here in

           22        40 years, 50 years.  50 years.  I'm dating

           23        myself.

           24            But the bottom line is we really, really,

           25        really need to connect with a cable to somewhere
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            1        in the State of Rhode Island.  I think this is

            2        the only opportunity.  There are Charlestown and

            3        other spots that are sensitive due to the oil

            4        spill that occurred down off the Charlestown

            5        shore, South Kingstown shore.  This is a fairly

            6        clean shot.  It's just a relocation.  And I don't

            7        know what other to say other than we really need

            8        this connection.  Thank you.

            9                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you, Norris.  Our

           10        next speaker is Ben Riggs.

           11                 MR. SHIELDS:  Ben could not make it this

           12        evening.  He's asked me to read his prepared

           13        statement, and I'll give you a copy of it

           14        afterward.  I'm Robert Shields.  I'm a

           15        Narragansett resident at 37 Earls Court.  Here's

           16        the correspondence that Ben Riggs is providing

           17        the DEM:  To begin with, he says, "I am a citizen

           18        and resident of the State of Rhode Island who

           19        regularly uses its water ways and visits Block

           20        Island.  My qualifications as they relate to the

           21        factual assertions made in this letter include a

           22        career as a naval aviator with training in

           23        oceanography, meteorology, air and sea

           24        navigation, air traffic control, aeronautical

           25        engineering, a second career as a CEO of four
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            1        separate manufacturing companies, two of them

            2        subsidiaries of major multinational

            3        conglomerates.

            4            The following will summarize my objections to

            5        the referenced application.  First, the

            6        application is incomplete.  The proposal calls

            7        for a 17-mile trench being dug six feet deep on

            8        an ocean floor that has previously been

            9        undisturbed for thousands of years to that depth.

           10        There are two areas of environmental impact here

           11        which have not been adequately addressed either

           12        by factfinding or a proposed mitigation process.

           13            The ocean -- Number 1, the ocean floor

           14        outside of harbors and entrance channels is where

           15        about half of the planets accumulated carbon is

           16        sequestered.  Digging it up will release

           17        significant carbon dioxide into the atmosphere

           18        which is a factor in creating global warming.

           19            In addition, the process may well dig into

           20        and release large pockets of trapped methane gas

           21        which is 22 times worse for global warming than

           22        carbon dioxide.

           23            There has been no independent investigation

           24        of the amount of carbon that is likely to be

           25        released or the location of methane pockets and
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            1        the amounts likely contained in them.  There's

            2        growing evidence -- second, there's growing

            3        evidence that right whales which are an

            4        endangered species may well be significantly

            5        impacted particularly during their extended

            6        winter mating season.  Evidence being gathered in

            7        Virginia and by the Cornell laboratory describes

            8        some of this concern.  There has been no

            9        independent study done here to identify the

           10        potential threat to these whales."  In that

           11        regard, there are two attachments to this letter

           12        that deal with that issue.

           13            "Secondly, there will be an excavation on

           14        Block Island on land where the electric

           15        substation on Bibco property is proposed and

           16        where highly toxic materials have already been

           17        identified.  And also over the three -- the

           18        4.3 miles of the terrestrial cable in

           19        Narragansett.

           20            There's no evidence that Deepwater Wind

           21        and/or National Grid has identified all hazard --

           22        hazardous chemicals that are in these areas

           23        and -- nor will they take -- have they shown that

           24        they're willing to take steps to guarantee they

           25        will not be discharged into the aquifers and/or
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            1        the waters that flow into Great Salt Pond and

            2        waters off Scarborough Beach.

            3            Secondly, private use of public land is

            4        unlawful.  First, the granting of easements and

            5        the use of imminent domain are reserved for

            6        projects that are in the overall public interest.

            7        As one U.S. Supreme Court Justice noted in a

            8        recent case involving eminent domain, this is a

            9        quote, transfers intended to confer benefits on

           10        particular favored private entities and with only

           11        incidental or pretextual public benefits are

           12        forbidden by the Public Use Clause presumably of

           13        the constitution.  That's Kilo (ph) versus City

           14        of New London 2005.

           15            There is no such public benefit here either

           16        economically or environmentally.  Essentially,

           17        this project will cost rate payers around

           18        $600 million and its sole benefit will be to

           19        include a $60 million cable to Block Island.  The

           20        negative impact of this has been set forth in our

           21        Public Utilities Commission dockets 41-11 and

           22        41-85.  That is a matter of record.

           23            Were this body to be considered in this

           24        project on a standalone basis it might be able to

           25        ignore the overall cost, but it is not a separate
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            1        project as presented.

            2            In addition, there are no environmental

            3        benefits.  The fact that wind power has been

            4        proven to have no net positive impact on reducing

            5        fossil fuel use for carbon emissions on the grid

            6        is a matter of public record in the U.S. and in

            7        Europe."  The third attachment to this memo

            8        describes that.

            9            "Therefore, it should also be noted that in

           10        addition to the PUC, three former Rhode Island

           11        Attorneys General, James O'Neill, Patrick Lynch

           12        and Arlene Violet have opposed this project as

           13        not being in the public interest.  Deepwater has

           14        not submitted any evidence to refute this. Public

           15        land cannot be used for what is clearly a private

           16        commercial enterprise.

           17            "Third" -- I'm almost finished -- "violation

           18        of a federal law.  The way in which the Power

           19        Purchase Agreement used here has been made to set

           20        an interstate utility price structure for an

           21        instate supplier highlights both the supremacy

           22        clause and the dormant commerce clause of the

           23        U.S. Constitution.

           24            I urge you to deny this application in its

           25        entirety or require that the applicant properly
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            1        address the concerns of carbon release, methane

            2        release and toxic chemical release described

            3        above and submit a new application.  And while

            4        they are doing this, I urge this body to

            5        investigate the legal issues raised above

            6        regarding private use of public lands in this

            7        case  and compliance with U.S. Constitutional

            8        Law.  Respectfully, Benjamin C. Riggs, Captain

            9        U.S. Navy, retired."

           10                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Mr. Shields, would you

           11        wish to speak on your own behalf or are you just

           12        speaking for Mr. Riggs this evening?

           13                 MR. SHIELDS:  No, I hope to speak on my

           14        own behalf.  Here are Mr. Rigg's comments.

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.

           16                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I don't know

           17        about you guys, but I think he did a good job.

           18                 MR. SHIELDS:  My name is Robert Shields.

           19        I live in Narragansett, 37 Earls Court.  In

           20        reading the original 2012 environmental report, I

           21        find that the DEM is responsible for probably

           22        four separate approvals.  I assume you're only

           23        dealing with one today, which is the Clean Water

           24        Act.  Is that my understanding correctly?

           25                 MR. GAGNON:  Yes, sir.
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            1                 MR. BIANCULLI:  There's a water quality

            2        certificate and a dredging permit that's being

            3        considered.

            4                 MR. SHIELDS:  Okay.  But they're both in

            5        the ocean?

            6                 MR. GAGNON:  Yes.

            7                 MR. SHIELDS:  They don't include

            8        wetlands?

            9                 MR. GAGNON:  Yes.

           10                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Correct.

           11                 MR. SHIELDS:  Have any of the four

           12        approvals been granted so far that I'm thinking

           13        of?

           14                 MR. GAGNON:  We're not supposed to be

           15        answering questions, but nothing has been

           16        approved or there's -- no decisions have been

           17        issued.

           18                 MR. SHIELDS:  Okay.  Fine.  I draw your

           19        attention to a letter I sent to Mr. Gagnon on

           20        August 21st which outlines my credits for

           21        speaking which include a Master of Science Degree

           22        in Chemical Engineering and a career spent in the

           23        basic metals and extraction field.  I would like

           24        to say that I'm concerned about the landfall in

           25        several respects.  I'm concerned about fish traps
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            1        that lie off Black Point and extend southward

            2        onto the beach at Narragansett.  The fish trap

            3        area defined on the nautical chart goes out one

            4        mile from the shore, and this past year there

            5        have been nets out there constantly in the area

            6        which is right off the beach.  I'm concerned

            7        about that because I don't know how Deepwater can

            8        do the work that needs to be done to bring the

            9        cable ashore at that location without permanently

           10        effecting the fish trap area.  I think that even

           11        after the cable is in the -- in the sea bed, the

           12        people that do the fishing there in the fish trap

           13        area will want to place moorings in the ground in

           14        the sea bed and that could actually impact the

           15        cable.  So I'm -- I'm very much concerned about

           16        the location of -- at the beach where they're

           17        going to come ashore.

           18            But I have a more serious problem.  I've read

           19        the 2013 Scarborough Beach alternative proposal

           20        in detail and I've looked at the engineering

           21        drawings which were done by DiPrete Engineering

           22        and I find that the cable is not shown from the

           23        Scarborough Beach parking lot all the way up to

           24        the substation in Wakefield.  So, therefore, I

           25        call the report incomplete.
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            1            I honestly don't see how any state agency,

            2        regulatory agency, can overlook this fact.  The

            3        fact is that the engineering drawings do not show

            4        the path that the cable will take, whether it

            5        will be underground, whether it will be

            6        aboveground, whatever.  We can't accept verbal

            7        commitments at this stage.  We need in-writing

            8        commitments to whatever Deepwater plans to do

            9        before the issue is decided by any of the

           10        regulatory agencies.  So I suggest you ask

           11        Deepwater to go back, finish their engineering

           12        plans and then come back to DEM for approvals.

           13            I'd also like to address the socioeconomic

           14        aspects to this project and I'll just limit

           15        myself to handing out the cost that I have done

           16        on this project.  Other speakers, I'm sure, will

           17        mention this figure, but there is at least a

           18        $600 million cost that the rate payers in the

           19        State of Rhode Island would have to pay over a

           20        period of 20 years for this project, and that is

           21        just incredible considering that the few number

           22        of jobs, maybe six permanent jobs, will be

           23        created by this project.

           24            So that concludes my comments.  Thank you,

           25        very much.
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            1                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Thank you,

            2        very much.  Our next speaker is Dawson Hodgson.

            3                 MR. HODGSON:  D-A-W-S-O-N,

            4        H-O-D-G-S-O-N.  Good evening, everybody.  I am a

            5        State Senator.  I represent the southern portion

            6        of Narragansett.  And I'd like to first thank you

            7        for taking testimony tonight.  As you can see,

            8        this is an issue that engenders a very high

            9        degree of public interest in this community and

           10        it's also a matter with a large scale and

           11        long-term implication to the people of this

           12        state.  For both of these reasons, I feel

           13        compelled to speak to you tonight in opposition

           14        to this proposal.

           15            The Deepwater Wind Project represents a

           16        terrible public policy decision.  There's a

           17        breakdown of fiduciary responsibilities across

           18        multiple levels of government, and you have an

           19        opportunity tonight to stop this project on a

           20        procedural basis.  If you do, so you'll be taking

           21        a stand for the people of this state and a stand

           22        for meaningful energy policy in Rhode Island.

           23            I want to be crystal clear to you and to

           24        everybody here.  I support renewable energy.

           25        This is not a debate about whether climate change
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            1        exists or whether our society should invest in

            2        renewable energy technologies.  This is about

            3        stopping a terrible deal for the people of Rhode

            4        Island and it's about preserving the credibility

            5        of renewable energy development in this state in

            6        the future.

            7            As most of you rely aware, National Grid

            8        recently signed an agreement to buy wind power

            9        from the State of Maine for less than $0.08 a

           10        kilowatt hour.  That's not even one-third of what

           11        Deepwater is charging us.  The differential

           12        between Maine Wind and Deepwater Wind is over

           13        $500,000,000, plus another 60 to $70,000,000 that

           14        we learned last week to bury the wires and

           15        connect this alternate grid.  All of this money

           16        comes from the public and out of our economy.  We

           17        will have nothing to show for this but for six

           18        jobs and some politicians who can tell you that

           19        they stopped climate change.

           20            To my fellow supporters of clean energy, I

           21        want to emphasize that these are public resources

           22        that could be devoted to meaningful energy policy

           23        in this state instead of this scheme.  Perhaps

           24        insulating the homes of low income Rhode

           25        Islanders, conserving energy, putting tradesmen
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            1        to work, improving quality of life.  Or if you

            2        wanted to think truly long-term, this money could

            3        go into public higher education producing

            4        thousands, thousands of engineers and scientists

            5        who would not only become the innovators that

            6        would truly create this technology and lead

            7        renewable energy into the future, but they would

            8        be the core of the stem (sic) work force that our

            9        economy desperately needs.  But such

           10        opportunities are lost when we put these

           11        resources in these pressures scarce public

           12        resources, of our poor state into this one

           13        project.

           14            The members of this -- to the members of this

           15        committee, I know you're in a tough position.

           16        The elite political leadership of this state, the

           17        insiders, they want this to happen.  Significant

           18        pressure will be brought to bear to see it

           19        through to get the deal done.  You have the

           20        ability tonight to stand up for our citizens and

           21        to stand up for meaningful renewable energy

           22        policy in this state tonight by refusing to go

           23        through it.

           24            I would ask you to exercise that discretion,

           25        think about the larger role of what we're playing
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            1        here in this process and please reject this deal.

            2        Thank you for your time tonight.

            3                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Up next we

            4        have Peter Galvin.

            5                 MR. GALVIN:  Now for something

            6        completely different.  My name is Peter Galvin.

            7        That's G-A-L-V-I-N.  I'm a resident of North

            8        Kingstown and I'd like to begin by reminding

            9        everybody that, although, this hearing is being

           10        held here today, this is of interest to the

           11        entire state and all of those in the state.  And

           12        I also speak tonight on behalf of the Sierra

           13        Club, which is the oldest environmental

           14        organization in the country.

           15            It is absolutely true, as the last speaker

           16        said, that we are experiencing global warming and

           17        it's going to get worse, a lot worse.  And

           18        anybody who doubts that can go to a series of

           19        lectures that have been up at the Sea Grant (ph)

           20        facility all year long.  There are plenty of ways

           21        you can learn about this.

           22            We need renewable power to deal with it and

           23        not just from land-based wind turbines.  In fact,

           24        recently Exeter joined, actually, North

           25        Kingstown, I believe, in putting a moratorium on
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            1        the land-based systems until the State gets

            2        around to doing guidelines that the State are

            3        working on this year, but it really won't be

            4        ready for another year.  We need sea bases, too.

            5        We've got a humongous area out there and the

            6        Deepwater technology will test whether or not

            7        this was workable for us.  We have to have that.

            8            And in terms of the economy, leaving aside

            9        Block Island, I would only say, folks, you aren't

           10        going to have an economy, okay, if we don't deal

           11        with this global warming problem by getting to

           12        renewable power.  Aside from reducing the

           13        pollution from Block Island and its carbon

           14        footprint, I would point out to you that the

           15        location is a state location, it is not a

           16        Narragansett Town Beach.  We're talking about a

           17        state beach.  I use that beach all the time.  I'm

           18        very familiar with it and the location where this

           19        cable would be.  It's not under the beach where

           20        people are swimming.  It's way off to the side,

           21        okay, and I think it's an ideal location to have

           22        this project.

           23            So with that said, I believe that's the scope

           24        of your determination.  The issue before you is

           25        the location of this cable.  I think it's a much

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�


                                                                     33


            1        better arrangement than the one we saw previously

            2        for the residents of Narragansett, and also for

            3        the all the rest of us will get some extra

            4        benefits out of this for our state parks.  I

            5        think it's -- I think you should approve this and

            6        do it as quickly as possible.  This project's

            7        been hanging around long enough.  It's time to

            8        move on and get this done.  Thank you, very much.

            9                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           10        speaker is Channing Jones.

           11                 MR. JONES:  Good evening.  Thanks for

           12        listening to our testimony today.  My name is

           13        Channing Jones.  That's C-H-A-N-N-I-N-G.  And I'm

           14        representing Environment Rhode Island, which is

           15        an environmental group with members across the

           16        state including here in Narragansett.

           17            As Peter just mentioned, climate change is a

           18        serious threat facing the entire world.  And in a

           19        low-lying coastal state like Rhode Island, we

           20        stand to lose that big time, whether it's extreme

           21        weather events like Hurricane Sandy or rising sea

           22        levels or ocean acidification.  We need to be

           23        concerned about global warming and one of the

           24        main culprits are power plants fueled by fossil

           25        fuels.  And we're going to avoid the carbon
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            1        pollution that comes from these power plants by

            2        expanding clean energy in our country and in

            3        Rhode Island, that's energy efficiency, that's

            4        solar energy and that's wind.  And Rhode Island's

            5        most promising wind resource is offshore wind.

            6            Now, Environment Rhode Island research and

            7        policy center rereleased a report last week

            8        called Wind Energy for a Cleaner America which

            9        finds that in Rhode Island if wind development

           10        proceeds as predicted, including the development

           11        of this Block Island wind farm, we'll experience

           12        a 25 fold increase in the amount of wind energy

           13        that we produce, which is 2,500 percent, second

           14        only to the predicted increase in New Jersey in

           15        this country, but greater than any other state

           16        and that's in large part because of this project

           17        that should be coming online that's going to, by

           18        2018, avoid more than 44,000 metric tons of

           19        carbon pollution, which is the equivalent of

           20        taking 9,000 cars off the road, while also

           21        avoiding 26 tons of nitrogen oxides and 58 tons

           22        of sulfur dioxide which cause acid rain and soot.

           23        And I'm going to submit this report, certainly,

           24        for the record.

           25            There's also tremendous support here in Rhode
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            1        Island for renewable energy and for offshore

            2        wind.  Today Environment Rhode Island was pleased

            3        to join 200 -- I think there's 230 organizations

            4        and leaders from around the country including

            5        just about 20 -- almost 20 from Rhode Island

            6        urging President Obama to make offshore wind a

            7        key opponent of his climate action plan.

            8        Now, with this wind farm, Rhode Island has the

            9        chance to be the first in the country with

           10        offshore wind, so I urge us to approve this cable

           11        landing site so we can get this project going.

           12        Thank you, very much.

           13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           14        speaker is Samantha Demanbey.  Sorry if I didn't

           15        pronounce that correctly.

           16                 MS. DEMANBEY:  That's okay.  My name's

           17        Samantha Demanbey, D-E-M-A-N-B-E-Y.  I'm here

           18        because I also support the cable being installed.

           19        I think it's important that we invest in

           20        renewable energy, especially offshore wind power.

           21        I think it would be good for not only the state

           22        but the country.  I think Rhode Island needs a

           23        good leading example for the rest of the country

           24        that renewable energy is efficient, it's good for

           25        the environment, and it's also good for us as a
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            1        nation.

            2            And I think a lot of people have been talking

            3        about the expenses of renewable energy, but we

            4        also need to take into account the expenses of

            5        fossil fuels, the real costs, the pollution, the

            6        loss of wildlife and the health problems caused

            7        by them.

            8            Renewable resources like the offshore wind

            9        farm would be much more valuable, a much better

           10        deal in the long run than any kind of fossil fuel

           11        resource.

           12            And lastly I'd like to say that this could be

           13        a very important step for the rest of the

           14        country.  Rhode Island would be the first state

           15        to have an offshore wind farm, and I think if we

           16        did that then other states would follow through

           17        and we could really push the country toward

           18        taking global warming seriously and taking

           19        seriously renewable energy and its efficiency and

           20        what it can do for us.  Thank you.

           21                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           22        speaker is Benjamin Kidd.

           23                 MR. KIDD:  My name is Benjamin Kidd and

           24        I'm from Little Compton, Rhode Island.  I really

           25        support the idea of offshore wind.  And thank
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            1        you.

            2                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is

            3        Andrew Grande.

            4                 MR. GRANDE:  Hi.  My name is Andrew

            5        Grande, resident of Valley Falls, Rhode Island,

            6        and an organizer with the Sierra Club,

            7        S-I-E-R-R-A.  I'm also an organizer of the Sierra

            8        Club Beyond Coal Campaign, C-O-A-L.

            9            Gentlemen, thank you for having this hearing

           10        tonight and for giving everyone the opportunity

           11        to speak.  I work with a lot of communities

           12        throughout Massachusetts that are feeling the

           13        effects of burning coal, and the biggest effect

           14        that we see from that is the increased rate of

           15        asthma on children, on elderly, and the effects

           16        it has with missing school time, missing work and

           17        the financial impact that it has on those

           18        families.

           19            The project that we're looking at here

           20        tonight takes a lot of that out of -- off the

           21        table.  What we have is an energy source that

           22        doesn't inflict a public health harm on to

           23        people.  It helps with climate disruption.

           24        You're moving that off the table as well.  And

           25        most importantly for the State of Rhode Island,
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            1        the state that has 90 percent of its energy

            2        dollars leaving the state, either out-of-state or

            3        out-of-country resources, we are reinvesting this

            4        money back into Rhode Island, back into Rhode

            5        Island's economy.

            6            This is a project that will have the

            7        opportunity for Rhode Island to be a leader in

            8        energy, something that it hasn't been able to do

            9        in its past.  We have the opportunity for Rhode

           10        Island to stand forth before the rest of the

           11        country and say that we will no longer be

           12        shifting emissions from power plants onto lower

           13        income families, lower income neighborhoods that

           14        are being most affected by that.

           15            Just yesterday Governor Chafee and the rest

           16        of the New England governors stood up and said --

           17        went to the EPA and said we can no longer be

           18        affording to have Midwestern power plant

           19        pollution coming into Rhode Island.

           20            Moving forward with this project says not

           21        only do we not want to have fossil fuel emissions

           22        but we're going to take steps forward and we're

           23        going to start investing in the future economy.

           24        We're going to be investing in a clean energy

           25        economy that's built to last.
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            1            Here tonight, both as a Rhode Island resident

            2        and as an organizer with the Sierra Club, we

            3        stand with Deepwater in supporting this project

            4        and along with the State of Rhode Island

            5        encouraging them to move forward and invest in a

            6        clean energy economy.  Thank you.

            7                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

            8        speaker is James McCaffrey.  Is James here?

            9                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's not here

           10        yet.

           11                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Okay.  I'll call his

           12        name again.  Our next speaker is Matthew, last

           13        name starts with an M, Mannix perhaps.

           14                 MR. MANNIX:  How are you?

           15                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Good.  How are you

           16        doing?

           17                 MR. MANNIX:  M-A-N-N-I-X.  There's only

           18        two places where this project has received any

           19        kind of real scrutiny.  The first was at the PUC,

           20        the Public Utilities Commission in Docket 4111,

           21        and the second was actually here in Town Hall in

           22        a series of meetings where residents came forward

           23        and shared very detailed data and research with

           24        the Town Council about this project.

           25            And I've reviewed the PUC docket in detail
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            1        and I'm a member of the Narragansett Town Council

            2        and heard from those residents and was very

            3        thankful to them during this last year when we

            4        were struggling through this issue.

            5            When we put aside the platitudes about this

            6        project, we see that this is a bad deal for

            7        Narragansett, for Rhode Island, and for the

            8        environment.  The increased energy costs

            9        associated with this project are, at a

           10        conservative estimate, the first -- the PUC

           11        Docket 4111 had it at $390,000,000.  That's on

           12        Page 69 of the -- of PUC Docket 4111.  That's a

           13        conservative estimate.  We've heard estimates

           14        much higher dwarfing that number.

           15            We heard about some of the increased

           16        disposable income that Block Islanders would

           17        receive if this -- if this project goes through.

           18        I think that's going to be greatly outweighed by

           19        the hundreds of million dollars in increased --

           20        the increased rates that rate payers here are

           21        going to have to pay.

           22            The sad part at the level in 2010 when the

           23        PUC initially looked at this and scrutinized it

           24        and rejected it on a three to zero vote was that

           25        the EDC, our state EDC, performed what I'll call
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            1        an unsatisfactory economic analysis of this

            2        project, and actually when pushed by the PUC on

            3        this issue of the lack of analysis, the EDC said,

            4        quote, "We're not looking at this question as

            5        narrowly as you have asked it."  That's on Page

            6        53 of Docket 4111.

            7            We have state agencies for a reason.  They

            8        all have different charters, they have things

            9        that they need to do and advocate for on behalf

           10        of our residents.  The Department of

           11        Environmental Management is supposed to be our

           12        steward for the environment.  So if I asked the

           13        Department of Environmental Management to --

           14        Management to make sure -- to make sure that this

           15        is a project that will have a positive impact on

           16        our environment -- because based on what I've

           17        heard, I am not convinced.

           18            We have harmful effects of digging up acres

           19        of the ocean floor associated with this project.

           20        But what's wrong with that?  Well, for our

           21        fragile and overregulated fishing industry, it

           22        means those fishing habitats and migration

           23        patterns are going to be changing.

           24            Galilee is a major part of our town economy,

           25        an integral part of our state and I'm concerned

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�


                                                                     42


            1        about the effect out there.

            2            I've heard some people talk about the

            3        first -- you know, the first -- this will be the

            4        first state that will be the flagship, the leader

            5        in this.  That was talked about before the PUC.

            6        It's a speculative reason to go forward with what

            7        is a risky and speculative project.

            8            I can tell you just a Narragansett story,

            9        what we experienced here at the Town Hall and we

           10        had dozens and dozens of people coming to our

           11        Town Hall meetings as we discussed the landing of

           12        the cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  And the

           13        overwhelming sentiment of the town was that

           14        because of the increased rates on rate payers,

           15        because of the harmful effects on fishing

           16        habitats, because of the concerns over the impact

           17        of this project, the town's people spoke up

           18        loudly and clearly and our Town Council

           19        unanimously voted to not allow the landing here

           20        on town property.

           21            So now we see this end around in another part

           22        of town.  Many people in town -- you know, just

           23        this past weekend, I had three people at a

           24        Christmas party mention to me -- people who are

           25        not in the Scarborough area of town all say --
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            1        you know, see this as an end around, clearly as a

            2        way to end around what the people of the town

            3        spoke of.  And as more people learn about this

            4        project, the more they are opposed to it.

            5            So in summary, I urge the DEM to live up to

            6        its charter and I urge people to continue to be

            7        involved, because we've seen when our EDC doesn't

            8        stand up, when our -- we don't put the scrutiny

            9        on these projects, we see what happens.  And I

           10        think some people have alluded to some of those

           11        larger projects that we know about with -- with

           12        EDC advocacy with 38 Studios.

           13            So, again, I -- that would be what I urge.

           14        Again, if you have any questions for me, I'd be

           15        glad to answer them.  And I want to thank the

           16        people of Narragansett for being so helpful in

           17        this effort.

           18                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           19        speaker is Peter Bante (sic).

           20                 MR. BAUTE:  I think you might be calling

           21        on me, but perhaps you're mispronouncing my name.

           22                 MR. BIANCULLI:  It could be Baute.

           23                 MR. BAUTE:  Baute.

           24                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Baute.  Sorry.

           25                 MR. BAUTE:  Thank you for holding this
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            1        hearing, by the way.  My name is Peter Baute,

            2        B-A-U-T-E.  I'm a physician.  I practiced on

            3        Block Island, but more extensively here on the

            4        mainland for many years.

            5            I'm here to address the potential

            6        environmental health effects that might be

            7        presented by this cable landing at the

            8        Scarborough Beach.  I'm also a previous member of

            9        the Block Island Town Council and I was a member

           10        of that Town Council when we crossed this bridge

           11        just as Narragansett has attempted to cross it.

           12            We had an opportunity to review all the

           13        similar data that you had a chance to review and

           14        that you on the Board review.  We passed this

           15        project because we recognized that there were no

           16        unfortunate environmental health effects.

           17            First of all, with regard to cancer, I know

           18        that some people have raised the concern that

           19        electromagnetic fields running nearby might

           20        produce cancer.  That has been well shown not to

           21        be the effect.

           22            As for the electromagnetic fields, there are

           23        appropriate limits as the previous speaker

           24        mentioned set up by international agencies that

           25        concern themselves on this subject.  The levels
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            1        of the electromagnetic fields produced by this

            2        project are so low given the amount of insulation

            3        by the wrappings of the cable and the depth of

            4        the burial of the cable that they are

            5        insignificant in terms of producing any health

            6        effects.  In fact, as you go about your daily

            7        living sitting in front of the TV, watching the

            8        Channel 10 or Channel 12 news, you are probably

            9        exposed to more electromagnetic fields than you

           10        would be by this cable.  Certainly when you work

           11        the microwave to heat up those leftovers, that's

           12        the case, so that you're exposed to

           13        electromagnetic fields at home on a daily basis

           14        and I'm sure you're not turning off your

           15        electricity on that account.

           16            I'll mention my own personal aspect to this.

           17        My family goes to the beach very regularly.  As a

           18        matter of fact, their favorite location and that

           19        of many of their friends is right about where

           20        Deepwater proposes to bury the cable on Block

           21        Island.  You can be sure when that beach has been

           22        repaired from that project that they will be back

           23        in that very same location and there will be

           24        no -- no ill effects from their sun bathing there

           25        or even digging a hole or swimming out in the
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            1        water over the cable.  So I would advise you not

            2        to consider any -- have any concerns about the

            3        environmental effects of this cable.  Thank you.

            4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  I'm going to butcher

            5        this next name, but Stanley Wojciechowski.

            6                 MR. WOJCIECHOSKI:  You did a good job on

            7        it.  Stan Wojciechowski,

            8        W-O-J-C-I-E-C-H-O-W-S-K-I.  This impacts me, I

            9        think, on Point Judith Road.  I have a home on

           10        Point Judith Road and right now I've got a septic

           11        system and I was hoping some day in the future --

           12        septic's not going to last forever, I was hoping

           13        that we would have sewers.  I assumed that sooner

           14        or later as the Town develops a little more we'd

           15        probably need a sewer line all the way up Point

           16        Judith Road, so I can anticipate I'll have to

           17        spend more money trying to connect my sewer now

           18        that you have a cable up there.  And I'm worried

           19        that maybe this cable would prevent me from

           20        trying to get the line across or underneath or

           21        whatever.  So I have an issue -- I have an issue

           22        with the location even going up Point Judith

           23        Road.

           24            You know, it just seems so logical that it

           25        should be in Charlestown where there's already a
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            1        line coming from Block Island.  You know, we

            2        should be alongside that line, somewhere around

            3        that line.  Now you disturb the same bed that you

            4        had before so you're not really having any

            5        additional adverse effect that you would have

            6        coming up this way, so it's just a logical thing.

            7            And it's obvious these guys -- you know,

            8        obviously Deepwater just wants lowest cost.

            9        Well, lowest cost, you pay for lowest cost.  You

           10        have environmental issues or whatever issues you

           11        have.

           12            Go back there to -- go back there to

           13        Charlestown, run the line up there if you're

           14        going to run the line up.  See what the costs are

           15        and let's look at the costs going that way

           16        instead of that way.  Just the right thing to do.

           17            And then the other issue is the 3 percent or

           18        the additional cost as times goes on, this 3

           19        percent increase in our electricity because of

           20        this.  You know, normally when you bill something

           21        you have startup costs, debugging costs, so

           22        normally as time goes on the cost may even be

           23        reduced as far as Deepwater's concerned because

           24        now all their -- all their unforeseen problems

           25        are gone.  They have lower costs.  The
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            1        maintenance should be lower now because they

            2        debugged and fixed some of the issues that they

            3        had.  Their costs are going to go down a little

            4        bit as time goes on, probably a lot, yet they're

            5        asking us to pay more as users.  It's just wrong.

            6        You know, it should be dead level if not less.

            7        We should experience less cost if that's what

            8        they see.

            9            So, you know, I lose confidence in what

           10        they're doing when they do that to us.  It's kind

           11        of like, hey, we want more money out of you.

           12        It's a money thing only.  It's not a green thing.

           13        It's a money thing only from their prospective.

           14        And we have to account and, say, okay, let's look

           15        at the money a little more carefully.

           16            And for those who speak to the global issues,

           17        global warming, well, you know, I -- you know,

           18        what made me angry is I read this -- I read this

           19        article here in the paper August 31st, wind power

           20        less costly than solar.  Okay?  Then I go to

           21        Bloomberg, Bloomberg here October 14th.  Okay?

           22        Solar power went down looks like below 15 at 14.

           23        So he's telling me at $0.24, I'm looking here

           24        less than $0.15.  He's not telling us the truth?

           25        This company is not telling -- is putting up
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            1        propaganda paper, got this propaganda thing

            2        going.  That's what it looked like to me.  I'm

            3        not going to say he lied.  I don't know.  Maybe

            4        he didn't know.  I assume he didn't know when he

            5        made that statement.  I have to assume that.

            6            But now I see -- and this is -- this is

            7        proven by the United States Army, Sundial Capital

            8        Partners.  The Army has spent 10,000,000 to equip

            9        special forces units with Sundial systems.  So

           10        the Army has already verified or used this so

           11        these costs must be verified with the -- so we

           12        have a proven system here.

           13            Why are we -- why are we burdening our

           14        electric payers with $0.24 when we've got $0.14

           15        here?  So obviously, you know, they're just

           16        looking at their cost, not our cost.  Okay?

           17            So, now, they need to come to Charlestown,

           18        they need to get the cost down to 9 or $0.10

           19        where it belongings.  Okay.  If they can't do

           20        that -- it's like any other venture.  If the

           21        costs are not in line, they can't do it.  They

           22        just can't do it.  They shouldn't be allowed to

           23        do it.  And for you to go along with it, to me,

           24        it's almost a conspiracy you going along with a

           25        bad idea.   Global warming can be fixed better
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            1        with this solar power than the wood power and

            2        it's proven.

            3            And I'll leave this with you -- I'm going to

            4        leave this with you so you can go and verify

            5        this -- you know, verify this and see if I'm

            6        wrong because I didn't -- I didn't contact

            7        Sundial.  I wanted to, but I -- you know, I feel

            8        that right now this is an injustice to today's

            9        rate payers.  This is not the rate.  Let them go

           10        back and sharpen their pencils and then come back

           11        to us with another proposal that's more in line.

           12        Thank you.

           13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           14        speaker is Fred Leeder.

           15                 MR. LEEDER:  Good evening.  Thank you

           16        for having the hearing.

           17                 MR. BIANCULLI:  If you could spell your

           18        last name.

           19                 MR. LEEDER:  Yes.  My name is Fred

           20        Leeder, L-E-E-D-E-R, a 30-year resident of Block

           21        Island.  I'm not part of any elite sort of

           22        anything.  Came to Block Island from

           23        Narragansett, actually.  I lived here for several

           24        years.  Basically went out there with a milk

           25        crate full of books and a duffle bag full of
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            1        clothes.  Worked multiple jobs, tried to get

            2        ahead, learned a lot about living within your

            3        means and on a budget that's workable.  Along the

            4        way, I was able to build a house.  Most of the

            5        Block Island people here helped me in one way

            6        another.  Mr. Wilson, not important, but the

            7        other guys know who they are.

            8            And in working within my means, I decided to

            9        go off the grid.  I have not been connected to

           10        the electric grid for the 20 years I've lived in

           11        my house.  I have solar panels and a small

           12        windmill.  The gentleman spoke about $0.15, I

           13        assume it's KW solar power.  I'd like to know

           14        where to get some of that because I sure as heck

           15        can't buy it for that.

           16            We can't continue as a nation, as a people

           17        globally, to go on the way we are going using

           18        fossil fuel.  It's just -- it's not sustainable.

           19        There's a limit to everything.  There's only so

           20        much of this stuff out here, out there, and

           21        it's -- it's kind of shameful what we do with

           22        that.  We're -- as Americans, we use way more

           23        than our share of everything and we create way

           24        more of our share of waste than anyone.

           25            You know, this project, as much as I support
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            1        it, it's not going to stop global warming.  Guess

            2        what, that genie's not in the bottle, folks, but

            3        we've got to start somewhere.  We can't continue

            4        the fossil fuel path.

            5            I've heard a lot of objections both at home

            6        on Block Island and some good ones here.  I've

            7        heard that the people at the FAA might require

            8        lights, warning lights on these towers.  I

            9        remember we had a big party when the lighthouses

           10        at the southeast and the north light were relit.

           11        Sometimes light's a bad thing.

           12            I understand that the all the birds in the

           13        world could return to Chutney (sic) by these

           14        blades.  I don't really know about that.

           15            Just tonight I've heard about releasing all

           16        these greenhouse gases by digging the cable.

           17        Yeah, probably, but what about the greenhouse

           18        gases that are going to be offset with the fuel

           19        we don't burn, well, that million gallons of

           20        diesel we burn every year on Block Island?

           21            Something about the fish traps.  There's a

           22        professional outfit called Dig Safe that tells

           23        you where the cables are.  I would think there

           24        would be something similar going on here.

           25            The hazardous chemicals, there could be, but,
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            1        you know, all this fossil fuel stuff is producing

            2        a lot of hazardous chemicals, too.

            3            We've reached a point, I think, as a people

            4        of society where it's time to try something.  We

            5        can't just keep tap dancing around the issue and

            6        say it's a great idea but this is an imperfect

            7        project.  Somewhere somebody ate the first

            8        Quahog.  You know, we've got to try it.

            9            And the objections I'm hearing seem to be

           10        they're trying to hold this project hostage just

           11        to keep it from coming to pass in the first

           12        place.

           13            A gentleman spoke up that the project is

           14        outdated.  Well, if we don't do this -- this

           15        project's been going on probably for ten years, I

           16        think, so if we scrap this and start again it's

           17        going to be another ten years and we'll fight

           18        over that, and that's at least 20 years out.  I'd

           19        like to see this in my lifetime.

           20            I hear the rate payers of the State are going

           21        to be adversely affected.  People forget but

           22        Block Island is Rhode Island, too.  There's

           23        people out there just trying to eke out a living.

           24        And, you know, we -- we're good neighbors.  We

           25        bring a lot of traffic through Narragansett and
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            1        we kick in a lot hotel taxes and such to the

            2        state.

            3            The beach is, I believe, a state beach, not a

            4        Narragansett issue.

            5            Our businesses on the Island are in need of

            6        relief.  The cost of electricity is really

            7        hurting some of these small businesses that our

            8        economy depends on.  And speaking of businesses,

            9        just Block Island residents spend an awful lot of

           10        money right here in Narragansett.  Believe me,

           11        Stop & Shop's cheaper than our grocery store.

           12            So we've reached a point it's just -- it's

           13        time to stop just doing lip service and saying,

           14        oh, yes, I support green energy and we need to do

           15        this.  Here we have something that's actually

           16        happening can be done.  Is it perfect?  No.

           17        Might not be.

           18            You know, we talked about -- someone said,

           19        well, a cable to Block Island will take care of

           20        this.  Well, Bill Gates isn't going to walk

           21        through that door with his checkbook and buy

           22        Block Island a cable.  So I fully support this

           23        project.

           24            I have one more comment in closing.  Recently

           25        reading in a book by a gentleman named Bill
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            1        Bryson (ph) who actually closed his book with a

            2        comment by carbon footprint, and it was the

            3        effect that a person living in Tanganyika takes

            4        about a year to produce the same amount of carbon

            5        that somebody in Europe produces in

            6        two-and-a-half days and someone in the United

            7        States produces in just over 24 hours.  Time to

            8        think about this, folks.  Thank you, very much.

            9                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is

           10        Catherine Bowes.

           11                 MS. BOWES:  Hello.  My name is Catherine

           12        Bowes, B-O-W-E-S, and I'm here tonight on behalf

           13        of the National Wildlife Federation and our over

           14        13,000 members across Rhode Island, many of which

           15        live here in Narragansett who share and support

           16        our mission of protecting wildlife.  And as an

           17        organization, wildlife advocacy organization, we

           18        fundamentally believe that climate change is the

           19        single greatest threat facing wildlife today here

           20        in Rhode Island, across the country and around

           21        the globe.

           22            We need only to look at each intensifying

           23        storm ravaging our coast as evidence that things

           24        are changing.  We know that climate change is

           25        real and we know what's causing it.   We know
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            1        that carbon emissions from our reliance on fossil

            2        fuels are dramatically changing our climate and

            3        leading to increasingly devastating effects on

            4        wildlife habitat.  We know that the only way we

            5        can confront this threat is to rapidly and

            6        responsibly transition to clean energy, and

            7        because of that National Wildlife Federation

            8        strongly supports the development of offshore

            9        wind power and we're following this issue very

           10        closely.

           11            We take all development and wildlife habitat

           12        very seriously.  We believe offshore wind power

           13        can be developed responsibly and that it needs to

           14        be developed responsibly and we are strong

           15        supporters of the Block Island wind farm because

           16        we believe it meets that test.  We believe there

           17        was an incredible amount of leadership from the

           18        public and private sector here in Rhode Island

           19        through the Ocean Special Area Management Plan to

           20        identify appropriate sites for renewable energy

           21        off our shores.  And we believe that the plan

           22        proposed by Deepwater Wind will allow the

           23        construction of an offshore wind project in an

           24        environmentally responsible way, particularly

           25        with concerns with respect to issues related to
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            1        right whales which were mentioned by some earlier

            2        speakers.  We believe the company has taken great

            3        care to develop a construction plan for that

            4        project that takes that issue into account.

            5            As many of the speakers have discussed

            6        already, we are at a moment in this country where

            7        we really need to begin a transition and shift

            8        away from fossil fuels.  We've got to get

            9        started.  Europe has been producing thousands of

           10        megawatts of power from offshore winds for over

           11        20 years.  There are 60 projects up and spinning

           12        around the world producing tens of thousands of

           13        jobs and bringing clean energy online overseas.

           14        It's time for America to catch up.  Other

           15        countries around the world are also beginning to

           16        mobilize and tap their off shore resources,

           17        Japan, China.  It's time -- we have an incredible

           18        domestic energy source sitting right off our

           19        shores here in New England and we believe it's

           20        time to move forward.

           21            With respect to the issue actually in front

           22        of the Department of Environmental Management

           23        today, we do strongly support the cable landing

           24        application at issue.  We realize that unlike all

           25        of the many issues that are being discussed here
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            1        today, that actually is the decision before you

            2        today is to approve that cable landing

            3        application and we do believe that the project is

            4        proposed in a way that will not adversely effect

            5        water quality or wildlife habitat in the area.

            6            Again, National Wildlife Federation is an

            7        organization with over a 75-year history of

            8        speaking up for wildlife and we strongly believe

            9        that this project is good for wildlife here in

           10        Rhode Island and we strongly urge you to support

           11        it.  Thank you.

           12                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is

           13        James O'Neill.

           14                 MR. O'NEIL:  Good evening.  My name is

           15        James E. O'Neil with one L and I'm a resident of

           16        Narragansett for about 54 years now and I happen

           17        to have the luxury of being a resident of Block

           18        Island as well.

           19            And at the onset I'd like to say that I went

           20        to Block Island because I thought I'd go over

           21        there to relax and get away from issues, and it

           22        was very far from my mind to think that I would

           23        be involved in this, but it is.  It's important.

           24            I don't have a client.  I'm representing

           25        myself as a citizen.  I work with the Deepwater
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            1        Resistance.  And I don't have a particular

            2        client, but I do have a dog in this fight as they

            3        say.

            4            I think it's very important that Block

            5        Islanders -- and I say Block Islanders -- people

            6        who reside on Block Island summer and winter,

            7        there's not a heck of a lot of real islanders

            8        left, but there's people who reside there year

            9        around and their plight needs to be recognized.

           10            There's a -- I'd like to assure them that we

           11        all recognize that the Island needs relief.  When

           12        I say "relief," I mean prompt relief from the

           13        exorbitant utility rates that they've been

           14        compelled to pay over the many years.

           15            But it's important for us also to recognize

           16        that those exorbitant rates are not the fault of

           17        any one party or person or entity.  It really --

           18        the rates are the fault of all of us as Rhode

           19        Islanders, every one of us in this state, because

           20        we fail to link our arms together as one

           21        community and to seek sound solutions to serious

           22        problems.  That's a pervasive problem that we see

           23        throughout the state and throughout many issues

           24        that confront us.

           25            I became involved in this issue in February
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            1        of 2010 when I happened to read a little bit

            2        about it and I called a member of the Governor

            3        Carcieri's Stakeholders Committee as a professor

            4        at Brown, engineering professor.

            5            Some things didn't make sense to me.  I kind

            6        of smelled a rat, as they say.  When I was a

            7        prosecutor for 20 years, I put a lot of people in

            8        jail, a lot of fraud, a lot of public corruption.

            9        My antenna went up.

           10            I listened to that professor for about an

           11        hour and a quarter.  It was 5:00 o'clock.  It was

           12        a lousy February day.  I was sitting in my office

           13        by myself.  And I just listened to him, listened

           14        to his dissenting views, but he was a lonesome --

           15        he was a lonesome voice in Governor Carcieri's

           16        Stakeholders Committee.

           17            I know that we're here tonight just to view

           18        the credibility of a very limited dimension of

           19        the overall project, water quality certificate,

           20        dredging permits.  And we don't mean to put you

           21        in an awkward position because we all have gone

           22        way beyond the scope of that issue that you folks

           23        are confronted with tonight, but what I'd like

           24        suggest to you is that you take the message home

           25        loud and clear -- "home," I mean to the
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            1        Department -- that many of us expressed very good

            2        solid reasons why this is a poor project for

            3        Rhode Island.

            4            You know, there's an old adage that the chain

            5        is only as strong as its weakest link, so we

            6        can't bifurcate every issue that confronts this

            7        project and say, well, it's their responsibility

            8        or it's their responsibility.  I just happened to

            9        look at this in a very myopic fashion.  And I

           10        think Joy McCarthy alluded to the fact that we

           11        would be looking at this as a -- in a very myopic

           12        fashion because we were just concerned with a

           13        water quality certificate and a dredging permit.

           14            So I think it's important that you at DEM

           15        look at this project in a more holistic sense.

           16            And I have correspondence that I drafted to

           17        present to you.  I'm going to try to outline that

           18        briefly as I can.  We look at Black Point, I

           19        think there's a need for us to harken back in

           20        history to what Black Point was all about.  And

           21        I -- I must say that I -- I hear all these

           22        dedicated young environmentalists, which I

           23        consider myself one, and I want to link arms with

           24        them, I want to give them a hug and say, hey, I'm

           25        with you but I don't want them to be had.  And
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            1        they're being had by this discourse over this

            2        issue.  Because there's nobody here, I don't

            3        think, that's not for renewable energy.  I think

            4        every one of us are for renewable energy.  All of

            5        us think about climate change.  We all want

            6        relief from fossil fuel.

            7            That's not what's before us.  What's before

            8        us is how do we proceed in a sound, sane fashion

            9        to address the problem that we're confronted

           10        with, the problem of relieving ourselves from

           11        dependency on fossil fuel?

           12            There's a number of statements that have been

           13        offered this evening that I could take issue

           14        with, but I don't think it's appropriate to take

           15        issue with any one person, their position.  I do

           16        wish people would identify themselves if they're

           17        on Deepwater's payroll.  That would kind of give

           18        me a little idea as to what motivates their

           19        testimony, but we're not in the cross-examination

           20        posture.  We're just here to ask you to carry the

           21        message back to Providence.

           22            Black Point, for those of you who are not

           23        aware, was saved in 1986.  They talk about a

           24        Donnybrook.  That's an Irish term.  And that was

           25        quite a Donnybrook.  And myself, Terry Tierney,
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            1        other attorneys, Richard Willie (sic) from the

            2        Island were on the front lines of that battle

            3        with Downing Corporation.  They wanted to put

            4        about 80 condominium units down there at Black

            5        Point.

            6            I can remember being before CRMC which was

            7        not an ally of environmental initiatives at all

            8        times in those days, and the chairman putting his

            9        finger right in my face when I was AG.

           10            I can remember the concrete workers would

           11        line the walls shipped in by Downing Corporation

           12        trying to stand there with their arms folded and

           13        intimidate us so our voices wouldn't be heard.

           14            Well, thanks to the people of Narragansett

           15        and elsewhere we saved Black Point for the

           16        public.  That was a long, hard-fought battle.

           17        And now the public enjoys Black Point.

           18            And out of that, CRMC categorized the waters

           19        abutting Black Point as Type 1 waters.  Type 1

           20        waters, as you well know, cause for strict

           21        scrutiny with respect to any adverse impact on

           22        any of the environmental factors associated with

           23        Type 1 waters.  I need not list them out, but it

           24        calls for a microscope to be used to examine

           25        whether or not dredging or a water quality
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            1        certificate is in any way going to compromise the

            2        quality of those waters.

            3            Now, the goal of CRMC was to preserve and

            4        protect those waters and any uses that have the

            5        potential to degrade the scenic wildlife and

            6        plant habitat values.

            7            I've appended to my correspondence to you,

            8        Mr. Gagnon, it's an old article, it's called

            9        "Black Point Blues."  It isn't a song but it

           10        could be, but it tells you all about that fight,

           11        and I unfortunately don't know what the

           12        publication was that printed this, but it's

           13        appended to my correspondence.

           14            And the other dimension of the concept of the

           15        use of that land that I bring to your attention

           16        is Deepwater, LLC, Deepwater Wind, LLC, chartered

           17        in the State of Delaware, which, in fact, is

           18        controlled by D.E. Shaw, the hedge fund in New

           19        York that has the money to support this

           20        initiative, is taking public land and using it

           21        for one's private use.

           22            Now, there's a concept in the law that can be

           23        applied here.  You cannot take public land and

           24        use it for private use unless you pay heed to all

           25        the requirements that would be put forth if an
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            1        individual were going to be using that property

            2        in that town.

            3            A longwinded way of saying that the Town of

            4        Narragansett has a Zoning Board, it has a

            5        Planning Board, and when you use the public land

            6        for private use, that's one of the stops along

            7        the way.  That challenge has never been addressed

            8        by anyone.

            9            I stand to be corrected, but I think it's an

           10        arguable position, issue to take, arguable

           11        position I should say.

           12            Now, the citizens of Narragansett packed this

           13        hall, they stood loud and clear, and they said,

           14        "we don't want this cable in our town."  Well,

           15        our town doesn't -- line doesn't stop at the

           16        Coast Guard station.  It stops at the Coast Guard

           17        station way down in Point Judith, but it doesn't

           18        stop here at the end of the town beach.

           19        Our voices were heard loud and clear and now a

           20        private entity seeks to co-op another dimension

           21        of our town, albeit a dimension that's owned by

           22        the State of Rhode Island.

           23            Now, the other thought that I would share

           24        with you is a public policy issue.

           25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I thought we were
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            1        limited to five minutes.

            2                 MR. GAGNON:  We have time.  We'll give

            3        him a second.

            4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I understand, but

            5        everybody else held themselves to five minutes.

            6                 MR. O'NEIL:  That's all right, my

            7        friend.  I put 26 years into my government.  I'd

            8        like to be heard.

            9                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I understand

           10        that.  You seem to be politicking.

           11                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Rules are the

           12        rules.  The rules are the rules.

           13                 MR. GAGNON:  We'll wrap it up.  Just

           14        please let him finish.

           15                 MR. O'NEIL:  Now, when you look at

           16        public policy, I've appended to my correspondence

           17        to you the position of the six governors of the

           18        State of Rhode Island.  I think one of the

           19        speakers earlier, one of the young

           20        environmentalists, alluded to this.  And you will

           21        see the language is abundantly clear that the six

           22        governors including our Governor, Governor

           23        Chafee, were pursuing measures aimed at bringing

           24        cleaner, more reliable and cheaper energy to the

           25        region.
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            1            Marion Gold quoted the $0.08 per kilowatt

            2        that wind energy would be available from the

            3        State of Maine.  That speaks volumes.

            4            To endorse this project is contrary to public

            5        policy that's been articulated but about two

            6        weeks ago and reported in the Providence Journal.

            7            The figures have been bantered around about

            8        cost and the economy, impact on the economy, and

            9        I have great respect for everybody from Block

           10        Island that's here, but don't be misled, it might

           11        say 90 to 130,000,000 you're going to save,

           12        that's not the answer because you're paying $0.54

           13        and change now, this project's going to be from

           14        24.4 up to an estimated above $0.40.  You'll be

           15        back where you began by the end of this voyage.

           16            And the rate payers, don't be deceived, pay

           17        for the demolition costs of a 15- to 20-year

           18        shelf life of the 650-foot turbines that lay in

           19        the ocean off the southeast leg.  So it's going

           20        to come back to bite you in the backside, as they

           21        say.

           22            And you'll pay for the maintenance, you'll

           23        pay for the cable installation.  And when we talk

           24        about fossil fuel, let's think about the service,

           25        like my friend Kevin Hunt probably might want to
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            1        testify, and he happens to run a tugboat.  How

            2        much fossil fuel do you burn on that baby going

            3        back and forth?

            4            So all of this -- all of these factors should

            5        serve as a clarion call to all that Deepwater is

            6        really a project that is contrary to public

            7        policy.

            8            And I'll wind up with this.  If you look out

            9        at the proposed installation site and you look to

           10        the left, you'll see Mr. Glitten's fish traps

           11        that have been there for years.  Norris Pike and

           12        I impact (sic) fish at the co-op together

           13        50 years ago or 54 years ago, whatever it was,

           14        and Glitten's had those fish traps probably that

           15        long.  Now, I don't know if anybody's done a

           16        study to see what impact it's going to have on

           17        the fish traps or not.  If there was done, good.

           18        I'm glad it was done.

           19            But I do know one thing, I haven't seen any

           20        mention of our illustrious sewage treatment plant

           21        which lies about maybe, oh, a half,

           22        three-quarters of a mile south of the proposed

           23        cable.

           24            Years ago some not very clear thinking people

           25        saw that it would be -- thought it would be wise
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            1        to put a sewage treatment plant right in our

            2        pristine beach area.  Now, that discharges all of

            3        our waste and gets overloaded if it comes in from

            4        the co-op.

            5            Now, when you dig down, if that's the area

            6        you travel from, you're going to make methane gas

            7        that will choke a horse.  It's not a place that's

            8        going to -- that one's going to want to travel to

            9        spend a nice, sunny summer day.

           10                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How much fossil

           11        fuel does a coal plant --

           12                 MR. GAGNON:  Let him finish.

           13                 MR. O'NEIL:  In closing I'll say, if

           14        you're concerned about 38 Studios as most

           15        citizens are, that's going to look like an inside

           16        pitch by Kurt Schilling compared to the negative

           17        dimensions of this project as proposed.  But an

           18        inside game from the get-go.

           19            I urge you, our government as appointed

           20        officials, to check that inside game to stop this

           21        project now and get to work in giving Block

           22        Island the relief it deserves.  Thank you.

           23                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Remember Jim

           24        O'Neill on election day everybody.

           25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's a
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            1        politician.

            2                 MR. GAGNON:  Please hold the comments.

            3        We've got about 12 more speakers to get to.

            4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Folks, if we could keep

            5        silent and give some respect to the speakers.

            6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Review the facts.

            7                 MR. O'REILY:  Who are you?

            8                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You don't need to

            9        know.

           10                 MR. O'REILY:  I don't need to know.

           11        Doesn't that speak volumes, folks?

           12                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Please keep quiet until

           13        we're finished.  Henry DuPont, please.

           14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'm the guy you

           15        called me for a favor.  You didn't even know me,

           16        but I was on the other end of the phone.

           17                 MR. DuPONT:  Good evening.  Thank you

           18        for having this hearing tonight.  My name is

           19        Henry DuPont, D-U-P-O-N-T.  I'm a Block Island

           20        resident for 35 years, and I'm not on the

           21        Deepwater payroll.  I'm a former Block Island New

           22        Shoreham Town Council member, and because of my

           23        energy background I've served on numerous study

           24        committees and energy task forces to evaluate

           25        ways to reduce Block Island's energy costs.  And
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            1        the cable solution is the only viable solution.

            2        So we on Block Island are happy that the

            3        Deepwater Wind Project makes this opportunity

            4        available to us.

            5            I was also the wind energy project manager

            6        for the Nasa DOA wind energy project on Block

            7        Island from 1976 to 1983 and have been involved

            8        in wind energy engineering consulting for the

            9        last 35 years.

           10            Most recently I worked for COWI, which is one

           11        of the largest offshore wind energy consulting

           12        firms in the world and they have designed over

           13        1,000 megawatts of offshore wind energy projects.

           14        So I'm quite familiar with the offshore wind

           15        collection systems, the transmission cables and

           16        especially the onshore/offshore innerface and the

           17        runs to the substation.

           18            I've reviewed the Deepwater Wind application

           19        for water quality certification and dredging and,

           20        in my opinion, the design of the Deepwater Wind

           21        Project that you're considering today, the cable

           22        runs, is in accordance with best industry design

           23        practices.

           24            You heard about the benefits of this project

           25        to Block Island which include an addition or

                       ALLIED COURT REPORTERS, INC.  (401) 946-5500
�


                                                                     72


            1        greater than 2,000,000 a year savings by the

            2        electric power consumers, and of this I just

            3        wanted to point out, 600,000 is what the Town's

            4        share of this would be which would be shared by

            5        all the taxpayers of Block Island.

            6            We on Block Island don't understand what the

            7        opposition to the issue is and we also don't

            8        understand why you're being asked to consider

            9        issues that are clearly outside of the DEM's

           10        jurisdiction in granting these permits.

           11            Especially with regard to the cable and its

           12        health and public safety issues where the cable

           13        comes ashore.  There's certainly heavily shielded

           14        cables like this that are running this deep in

           15        the ground that should not be detectable by

           16        humans and certainly should not cause any of the

           17        kind of health impacts that have been described

           18        by earlier speakers.

           19            So I urge you to grant the applicant the

           20        water quality certificate and dredging permit.

           21        And I thank you for setting up these hearings and

           22        allowing us to address it.

           23                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           24        speaker is Terrance Tierney.

           25                 MR. TIERNEY:  Good evening.  My name is
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            1        Terrance Tierney, spelled T-I-E-R-N-E-Y.  I'm an

            2        attorney at law in Newport, Rhode Island.  And

            3        I'm speaking tonight on behalf of my clients

            4        Michael and Maggie Dalia (ph) of Block Island in

            5        opposition to Deepwater Wind's request for a

            6        dredging permit and water quality certification

            7        for the construction of a proposed electric

            8        transmission cable between Block Island and the

            9        mainland.

           10            As you know, components of the transmission

           11        system including the Scarborough Beach

           12        alternative require a permit under Section 10 of

           13        the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the

           14        Clean Water Act and, therefore, require a water

           15        quality certification under Section 401 of the

           16        Clean Water Act and that's for good reason.

           17            I want to step aside for a second from my

           18        comments and commend DEM for providing this basic

           19        right to at least comment at a public forum on

           20        this unprecedented request to develop publicly

           21        owned coastal resources for a private benefit.

           22            In stark contrast, as you know, the United

           23        States Army Corps of Engineers has not provided

           24        such an opportunity for a public hearing with

           25        regard to Deepwater's request to develop
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            1        federally controlled coastal resources, and it

            2        apparently sees no need to allow the public to

            3        even comment at a public hearing on these plans

            4        to dredge federal waters.

            5            We view the actions of the Army Corps of

            6        Engineers as being a disgrace in a democratic

            7        society.

            8            Now, my clients previously presented comments

            9        to DEM in opposition to plans to land the

           10        proposed cable at Narragansett Town Beach.  As we

           11        pointed out last April during a public hearing on

           12        this proposal, RIDEM's public notice erroneously

           13        claimed that the transmission cable from Block

           14        Island would make landfall at the Narragansett

           15        Town Beach.  We asserted that the public hearing

           16        should not have been convened until permission

           17        from the Town of Narragansett had been secured

           18        and noted that it was premature for RIDEM to ask

           19        the public to review and comment on the

           20        environmental impacts of the project because a

           21        landing site had not been secured and the

           22        proposed landing site might never be allowed.

           23            Well, as it turns out the applicant later

           24        withdrew its request to the Town in the face of

           25        overwhelming opposition to the project and the
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            1        Narragansett Town Council has since denied

            2        permission to use any Town property for the

            3        transmission cable.

            4            So when it turned a blind eye to the lack of

            5        local permission and proceeded to schedule a

            6        hearing on what was an incomplete application

            7        last April, RIDEM basically just wasted

            8        everyone's time and forced us to come back here

            9        in December.

           10            As was pointed out to RIDEM last April during

           11        the public hearing, no genuine examination of

           12        alternatives to the project has yet taken place

           13        and that's due to the applicant's outright

           14        refusal to discuss alternatives within the

           15        environmental report that has been submitted to

           16        regulatory agencies.

           17            Numerous preferable alternatives exist for

           18        meeting this state's renewable energy goals

           19        without sacrificing our environmental quality,

           20        yet they still have not been evaluated.

           21        Therefore, in deciding whether Deepwater has

           22        satisfied its burden of proof to support issuance

           23        of the requested permits, DEM needs to address

           24        the questions that have been left unanswered in

           25        the application and in the recent modification of
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            1        the environmental report for this project.  These

            2        include the basic questions of whether the

            3        project is even needed and whether the purported

            4        benefits can be realized by alternative means

            5        that will not cause the short-term and long-term

            6        adverse impacts that are documented in the

            7        applicant's own environmental report.

            8            Rather than relying solely on the applicant's

            9        self-serving minimization of the expected

           10        environmental consequences of dredging miles of

           11        ocean floor and from installing and then

           12        abandoning tons of heavy metal in the ocean,

           13        RIDEM should undertake its own independent

           14        assessment of the ecological consequences of this

           15        proposal.

           16            The applicant's environmental report that has

           17        now been modified to reflect Deepwater's change

           18        in plans has severely underestimated the

           19        cumulative impacts that are expected to occur

           20        from the proposed dredging activities.

           21            Since the time the environmental report was

           22        first submitted much has changed in terms of

           23        offshore wind.  The subject project is not a

           24        demonstration project as represented since the

           25        applicant has now secured rights to develop a
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            1        much larger wind farm in offshore federal waters

            2        and plans to do so.

            3            Because this larger project is proceeding,

            4        the Department must consider the cumulative

            5        impacts from dredging for both the subject

            6        project as well as the upcoming, much larger

            7        offshore wind farm.

            8            Deepwater's environmental report fails to

            9        even acknowledge such cumulative impacts and they

           10        have not been examined by anyone.  So before

           11        RIDEM issues any permits, it really needs to face

           12        reality here and factor into the decision the

           13        prospect of cumulative adverse impacts from the

           14        wind farm that's coming our way.

           15            An independent review of impact and

           16        alternatives is essential because the project

           17        proponent has downplayed the impacts that can be

           18        expected to flow from the project.  The applicant

           19        has admitted, for instance, that winter flounder

           20        have designated a central fish habitat within the

           21        project area, yet it inappropriately dismisses

           22        the expected losses to such habitat as minimal.

           23            We completely disagree.  Winter flounder is

           24        an important commercial fish species and source

           25        of food, yet they are in severe decline in this
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            1        region, as you know.  Deepwater's plans to use a

            2        dredging method that will bury winter flounder

            3        eggs and larvae for many miles will only worsen

            4        the situation and will certainly impede the

            5        recovery of this important fish species.

            6            We should not allow juvenile adult winter

            7        flounder to be buried too deep in sand and

            8        sediment to survive when many available

            9        alternatives to doing so exist but have yet to be

           10        explored.

           11            Additionally, impacts the fish from the

           12        electromagnetic fields that will emanate from the

           13        energized cables will -- are not well understood

           14        in the scientific community, and additional

           15        research should be required in order to support

           16        the application.

           17            Reliance by Deepwater on mere theories about

           18        such impacts and on a so-called theoretical

           19        detection level with regard to EMF exposure is

           20        simply not acceptable.  Science should guide your

           21        decision and the applicant has not met its burden

           22        of proof with regard to this critical issue by

           23        relying on unproven theories by paid consultants

           24        rather than unbiased scientific studies.

           25            We wish to point out that Deepwater's
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            1        environmental report underestimates the impacts

            2        from dredging by assuming that RIDEM will allow

            3        it to leave the transmission cable on the ocean

            4        floor when it reaches the end of its useful life.

            5

            6            RIDEM has not granted site permission and it

            7        should not allow the applicant's solid waste to

            8        litter the ocean for decades to come.  Just as

            9        with Deepwater's earlier erroneous assumption

           10        about plans to use Narragansett Town Beach as a

           11        landing zone, RIDEM should not permit the

           12        applicant to make unwarranted assumptions that

           13        serve to hide the total impact of the

           14        environment -- to the environment that can be

           15        expected.

           16            Until the day comes where RIDEM approves

           17        Deepwater's plans to leave miles of the ocean

           18        bottom flooded with junk in the form of an

           19        abandoned cable, the applicant should be required

           20        to at least assess the impacts associated with

           21        removal of the cable which must be at least equal

           22        to the impacts that have been identified from the

           23        installation process and, therefore, should be

           24        double the amount of impacts that have been

           25        documented.
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            1            If RIDEM denies the requested dredging

            2        permit, as we believe it should, Deepwater will

            3        then have the burden of proof on appeal to show

            4        that the issuance of the permit, quote, "will not

            5        be contrary to the public interest."  And that,

            6        of course, is under Rule 13.5.3.3 of the RIDEM

            7        rules and regulations for dredging and the

            8        management of dredge materials.

            9            RIDEM must, therefore, consider the overall

           10        public interest in making its decision, including

           11        the socioeconomic impacts of this cable.  If and

           12        when RIDEM independently assesses the cost and

           13        benefits of the project, it will find that the

           14        project is not needed to satisfy the state's

           15        renewable energy goals and will, in fact,

           16        severely harm the economy of the State in many

           17        ways.

           18            I just want to briefly make a point about

           19        what we've heard about the comments about how the

           20        diesel fuel on Block Island is going to be

           21        displaced when these wind turbines come online.

           22        That is a fallacy.  Nothing in law or contract

           23        requires Block Island's power company to stop

           24        using the generators.  Instead, it will simply

           25        use the new cable to wheel power off the
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            1        distribution centers where much of the energy

            2        will be wasted due to a variety of reasons, so

            3        there will be no offset.

            4            And I'm challenging you, each and every one

            5        of you, to rethink your position in light of this

            6        undisputable fact.  Those power generators on

            7        Block Island are not going to be shut down just

            8        because the turbines are turned on.

            9            In closing, let me remind you of the

           10        legislative findings made by our General Assembly

           11        in enacting our law on dredging in Chapter 6.1 of

           12        Title 46 where the legislature stated that,

           13        quote, "preservation and restoration of

           14        ecological systems shall be the primary guiding

           15        principle upon which environmental alteration of

           16        coastal resources will be measured, judged and

           17        regulated," end quote.

           18            With those words in mind, we ask that RIDEM

           19        deny the request of the dredging permit and water

           20        quality certification.  Thank you.

           21                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           22        speaker is James Salafia.

           23                 MR. SALAFIA:  Hi.  James Salafia,

           24        S-A-L-A-F-I-A.  Hi everyone.  My name's James

           25        Salafia.  I'm a recent graduate of the University
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            1        of Rhode Island with a degree in Environmental

            2        Science and Management.  I have a strong

            3        background in Geographic Information Systems and

            4        have experience with geospacial data analysis.

            5            I'm highly in favor of the proposed Deepwater

            6        Wind Farm because we need to decrease our

            7        dependency of obtaining energy through coal

            8        burning and other inefficient practices.

            9            In records to the Scarborough Beach landing

           10        site for the transmission cable, I think it's an

           11        appropriate location, will have relatively low

           12        impacts, and will prove to be effective.

           13            We should support efforts for renewable

           14        energy and efforts to increase air pollution and

           15        carbon emissions.

           16            Lastly, coming from quite possibly the

           17        youngest speaker here and being a recent graduate

           18        with a large student loans to pay off, I'm a bit

           19        disappointed that most of the adults here are so

           20        focused on counting pennies and worried about how

           21        this will be effecting their spending instead of

           22        focusing on making an important first step

           23        towards restoring the balance to our environment

           24        on a small and global scale.  Thank you.

           25                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next
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            1        speaker is Meg Rogers.

            2                 MS. ROGERS:  Good evening and thank you

            3        to DEM for holding this hearing in Narragansett

            4        tonight.  My name is Meg Rogers and I'm a

            5        resident of Narragansett.

            6            When the people of Narragansett learned the

            7        facts about Deepwater Wind's proposed

            8        installation of the cable at our beach, we

            9        through our elected officials and the Town

           10        Council voted five to nothing against the cables

           11        entering our town's beaches.

           12            Narragansett Senator Dawson Hodgson has

           13        reaffirmed this strong opposition to the

           14        Deepwater Wind Project on behalf of the people

           15        whom he represents and in whose district the

           16        trenching and drilling will occur.

           17            Deepwater Wind wants to dig a trench and lay

           18        a cable at the beach, which belongs to the people

           19        of Rhode Island, Scarborough Beach, which, as we

           20        can see, is one small span of public land.

           21            And I did want to point out for the benefit

           22        of those who haven't walked the site, is that

           23        Scarborough Beach is a very small span of beach.

           24        In fact, there is a pavilion built right here.

           25        Right there is the drain for the wastewater and
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            1        right there is where the hole will be dug and the

            2        trench will be made, the cut will be made, so

            3        it's literally in the middle of Scarborough

            4        Beach.  It's not at the north end of the beach as

            5        has been asserted.

            6            I'm here tonight to state my opposition to

            7        the installation of Deepwater Wind's cable and

            8        ask you not to issue the permit.  Deepwater Wind

            9        has been sold to the General Assembly as a green

           10        project with potential positive impacts on

           11        climate change.

           12            I ask DEM not assume the risk for a project

           13        that could result in degradation of habitat and

           14        the local ecology all done in the belief that the

           15        project could have an impact on sea level rise.

           16            Does anyone really believe that when

           17        Deepwater Wind builds its industrial wind

           18        turbines in Block Island Sound that sea level

           19        will no longer rise?

           20            On the other hand, does anyone not really

           21        believe that the construction, the drilling and

           22        the maintaining 659-foot industrial size wind

           23        turbines will impact habitat and ecology in Rhode

           24        Island's waters?  Who will issue the water

           25        quality certificate when the blades are rusty and
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            1        abandoned?  When you put a road into an

            2        undeveloped forest, you degrade habitat.

            3            Tonight we are poised to drill into the

            4        waters off Scarborough Beach and our beloved

            5        Block Island.  The environmental community has

            6        resisted drilling in ANWR, the Alaskan National

            7        Wildlife Refuge, because construction and

            8        maintenance activities would destroy habitat and

            9        impact the local ecology.

           10            Some might say, well, there's a difference

           11        between Block Island Sound and ANWR.  Yes, there

           12        is a difference, a big one.  The difference is

           13        that the nature conservancy has declared Block

           14        Island to be one of the last 12 great places in

           15        the western hemisphere.

           16            Block Island is home to a national wildlife

           17        refuge which is located in the Atlantic flyway

           18        and is a stopover for 70 species of migratory

           19        song birds.  The National Fish & Wildlife Service

           20        website tells us, quote, "Block Island is

           21        internationally recognized as one of the most

           22        important migratory bird habitats on the East

           23        Coast attracting hundreds of birders to the

           24        Island each fall."

           25            The Nature Conservancy and the Audubon
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            1        Society participate in the management of this

            2        refuge.  It is a poorly kept secret that wind

            3        turbines kill birds.

            4            The Obama administration has recently settled

            5        a lawsuit with Duke Energy Company because its

            6        wind turbines killed protected birds in Wyoming.

            7        In the press releases concerning the Duke Energy

            8        settlement, Dr. George Fenwick, President of the

            9        American Bird Conservancy, stated that, quote,

           10        "wind energy is not green if it is killing

           11        hundreds of thousands of birds."

           12            In the same release, Dr. Michael Hutchins, an

           13        international authority on wildlife conservation,

           14        management and policy, and the author of 220

           15        scholarly articles and books on wildlife and the

           16        overseer of the American Bird Conservancies Bird

           17        Smart Wind Energy Campaign stated that the wind

           18        energy -- wind industry, excuse me, should be

           19        treated like other for profit energy industries.

           20            "We believe it's necessary," said

           21        Dr. Hutchins, "to enforce development

           22        restrictions on wind such as avoiding bird

           23        migration corridors in places where protected

           24        species and sensitive habitats are present.  When

           25        the birds die on the Deepwater Wind turbines no
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            1        one will ever know except for Deepwater Wind."

            2            Therefore, I would ask Rhode Island DEM to

            3        ensure that Deepwater Wind gets the required

            4        permits that the Obama administration is now

            5        requiring for bird kills.  I ask DEM to enforce

            6        all existing and new law protecting migratory and

            7        endangered bird species which are likely to fly

            8        through the wind turbines during their migration.

            9            Block Islanders pay a high price for

           10        electricity as they do for many things including

           11        milk and bread.  There are cheaper ways to help

           12        our neighbors on Block Island solve this problem

           13        such as a cable between the Island and the

           14        mainland.  If the public policy in Rhode Island

           15        is to support lower electric rates on Block

           16        Island, the PUC could encourage the electric

           17        company to subsidize their rates.

           18            Propane, passive solar hot water systems for

           19        residences and businesses or modern trash to

           20        energy incinerators are other solutions all

           21        costing less and posing far less risk to our

           22        environment.

           23            The financial cost of this project to the

           24        people of Rhode Island who are already suffering

           25        from a struggling economy in the form of higher
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            1        electric rates is in the order of $600,000, but

            2        the environmental cost to our families who rely

            3        upon fishing, fishing habitats and the damage to

            4        the local ecology is yet to be determined.

            5            Under oath, Deepwater Wind has testified that

            6        only six permanent jobs will be created for Rhode

            7        Islanders.  A back-of-the-envelope calculation

            8        yields that these jobs will cost Rhode Island

            9        rate payers about $4,000,000 a year, 500,000,000

           10        divided by 20 years divided by six jobs.

           11            Lastly, the evidence submitted to and agreed

           12        to by the Public Utilities Commission here in

           13        Rhode Island is that there is no public benefit

           14        either economically or environmentally.  It was

           15        an action of the General Assembly which allowed

           16        the PUC to approve the power purchase agreement.

           17            Three former Attorneys General of Rhode

           18        Island have publicly opposed this project.  This

           19        is a private business deal authorized by our

           20        General Assembly which does not affect the DEM's

           21        decision on location and compliance with law and

           22        public policy.

           23            And I'd like to address the directional

           24        drilling.  Currently, Deepwater Wind has offered

           25        two options as to how the cable at Scarborough
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            1        could be constructed, a direct cut or a

            2        horizontal directional drill.  I urge DEM, if

            3        they do consider issuing this ill-advised

            4        certificate, to require Deepwater Wind to do the

            5        directional drill versus a traditional cut and

            6        cover.  A directional drill will protect

            7        sensitive habitats but it is more expensive for

            8        Deepwater Wind.

            9            And how is Deepwater Wind going to cross all

           10        of the barriers?  That is a question that remains

           11        unanswered tonight.  Again, I pose the issuance

           12        of this permit and I ask DEM to consider what

           13        I've said here tonight.  Thank you.

           14                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           15        speaker is Roy Coulombe.

           16                 MR. COULOMBE:  My name is Coulombe,

           17        C-O-U-L-O-M-B-E.  I'm the Vice President of Rhode

           18        Island Building Trades (sic).  It's late, I don't

           19        want to hold people any longer, but I've heard so

           20        much here tonight.

           21            What's a permanent job?  I don't know what a

           22        permanent job is really.  Who's got a permanent

           23        job?  I heard the State Senator talk about six

           24        temporary jobs.  I can assure you if this project

           25        goes forward there's more than six jobs available
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            1        and, yeah, they're all -- they're temporary, but

            2        they're temporary for a while and that's what we

            3        do.  We take temporary jobs and turn them into a

            4        career.

            5            I can tell you the Deepwater, up to this

            6        point, has had literally a dozen temporary jobs

            7        in Providence.  Go to their office.  There's all

            8        kinds of people working on this project, paying

            9        taxes in Rhode Island.  So to diminish the effect

           10        of jobs in Rhode Island in this economy is

           11        disingenuous.

           12            I want to thank some of the people here for

           13        their public service in the past, but I wish I

           14        had two houses.  I wish my members had two

           15        houses.  Okay?

           16            This is a good project.  There's cables all

           17        over the ocean, all over the world.  There's

           18        cables that -- one of the Town Council members

           19        right here in Narragansett spoke about on Cape

           20        Cod that there was supposedly a big fight down

           21        there about the cable that came in from

           22        Nantucket.  He went there.  He did his research.

           23        I don't remember the gentleman's name, but this

           24        guy spoke passionately.  And he went to Cape Cod

           25        and went and checked out the cable and nobody
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            1        could remember where the cable came ashore from.

            2            They have fishing and they have oystering.

            3        They have all kinds of environmental cares on the

            4        Cape.  They fought the Cape Wind Project for

            5        years down there.

            6            Look, this is a good project.  A cable coming

            7        ashore ten feet under the sand somewhere between

            8        some pipes for sewage or whatever you want to

            9        call it, I don't see how people -- I don't know

           10        if people are over there laying out in the sun.

           11            I've been to Scarborough Beach.  It's a

           12        beautiful beach.  That's -- those pipes don't

           13        bother me.  A cable under the pipes or between

           14        the pipes?  I don't see how that's going to

           15        bother anybody.

           16            We need these jobs.  There's all kinds of

           17        towns and cities in this state that take on all

           18        kinds of responsibility to keep this state going

           19        forward, Cranston with the ACI, Johnston with the

           20        landfill, T.F. Green the fights going on over

           21        there, planes flying over their heads.  We're

           22        looking for a cable to come ten feet under the

           23        sand that nobody's going to even remember like

           24        they don't remember on Cape Cod.

           25            Please pass this.  It has no environmental
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            1        effect.  It will not effect the fishing.  It

            2        really won't.  As a matter of fact, the towers

            3        out on Block Island will be reefs for the fish to

            4        breed.  Thank you.

            5                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Our next speaker is Tina

            6        Jackson.

            7                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can I ask a

            8        question?  May I pose a question?  How many more

            9        speakers do you have?

           10                 MR. GAGNON:  Four.

           11                 MR. BIANCULLI:  After Ms. Jackson, we

           12        have three more speakers.  Is Ms. Jackson

           13        present?

           14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I think she went

           15        to the ladies' room.

           16                 MR. BIANCULLI:  I'm going to call the

           17        next speaker and we'll get back to Ms. Jackson.

           18        Our next speaker is Joel Hovanesian.  We'll

           19        return to Joel in a moment.  Next speaker is

           20        Kevin Hunt.

           21                 MR. HUNT:  Good evening.  My name is

           22        Kevin Hunt.  I live on Burnside.  I overlook

           23        where they want to bring the cable in.  I've

           24        lived there for over 30 years and in those

           25        30 years -- I'd like to make, like, three points,
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            1        if I could.

            2            In those 30 years, I watched them build a

            3        beautiful pavilion.  But since then, I've watched

            4        it deteriorate every year.  I look at it and I

            5        was wondering are they ever going to fix this up

            6        and bring it back to what it was and every year

            7        it just keeps getting worse and worse.

            8            Now we have an opportunity to help our state,

            9        Number 1, but also beautify Scarborough Beach.

           10        And it would help all my neighbors, our

           11        properties, and everyone that uses the beach come

           12        out and see a beautiful beach.  It's ridiculous

           13        not to.

           14            They're right.  There's cable, you'll never

           15        see it, it'll never be there.  And I overlook it

           16        every day.  They come in and install it.  I'm in

           17        that industry.  They'll lay the cable.  They'll

           18        be gone.  No one will ever know about it.  That's

           19        my first point.

           20            My second point are the people of Block

           21        Island.  If we don't do this for them, when are

           22        we going to do it?  It will go on for the next

           23        hundred years.  And Block Island only gets bigger

           24        and it's an economic engine and we should support

           25        those people.  We should support that island.  We
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            1        just can't forget them.  And they pay five times

            2        what the people in -- on the mainland pay.

            3        That's not fair.

            4            And thirdly, and I think the most important

            5        thing, is we're going to walk away from a five

            6        billion dollar industry.  This state needs it.

            7        We don't have any industry.  It's -- it don't

            8        exist.  We're 50 out of 50 in business.  That's

            9        embarrassing.  And if we do build it first, they

           10        will come.

           11            All the other states that are trying to put

           12        in windmills off their shores, and they will, and

           13        we're going to miss the boat again?  We missed

           14        the boat.  We didn't put the port into Quonset

           15        and everyone knows we should have.  Now we're

           16        looking back at it saying, boy, that would have

           17        been 15,000 good paying jobs.  Everybody would

           18        have benefited from it.  But no.  We put the rail

           19        in, we put the roads in, but we didn't build the

           20        port.

           21            Now we can use Quonset, not just Rhode

           22        Island.  All these other states will come to

           23        Rhode Island and see what we did.  We have an

           24        industry.  We can't walk away from this.  It's an

           25        opportunity to save this state.  We're starving
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            1        to death.  Here's your chance to, you know, make

            2        good paying jobs.

            3            I'll tell you what, if I had a higher

            4        electric bill and I had a job to pay for it or I

            5        had an electric bill and no job, I think I'd

            6        rather have the higher electric bill and pay my

            7        bill, because without a job you can't pay your

            8        bills.

            9            It's just -- it baffles me.  It baffles me

           10        that we have a chance to have industry and we're

           11        going to walk away from it.  It doesn't make

           12        sense.  And we can't walk away from our fellow

           13        human beings on Block Island.  That doesn't make

           14        sense.  And to make my beach pretty, that don't

           15        make sense.  But anyways, thank you and have a

           16        nice evening.

           17                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           18        speaker is Tina Jackson.

           19                 MS. JACKSON:  Sorry about that.  I

           20        was -- my ride was leaving.  He has to go to work

           21        at 2:00 a.m. on a fishing boat.  At least he

           22        still has a job in Rhode Island.  And

           23        unfortunately, if Deepwater is allowed to build

           24        those turbines, much more of our fishing industry

           25        will disappear.
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            1            My name is Tina Jackson.  I'm a

            2        representative of the fishing industry, the

            3        American Alliance of Fishermen and their

            4        communities.  I represent about two-thirds of the

            5        commercial fishing boats, draggers down in the

            6        Port of Rhode Island and Galilee.

            7            You know, this is becoming Block Island

            8        versus Narragansett and it shouldn't be about

            9        that.  It should be about what's right for all of

           10        Rhode Island including Block Island.

           11            And with respect to jobs, I don't think it's

           12        fair to say that my job is worthless and a

           13        construction job is more valuable because that --

           14        the fact is Deepwater will not bring jobs to this

           15        state.  It already said so at several public

           16        hearings.  All of the turbines will be built in

           17        Paulsboro, New Jersey.

           18            Sorry.  I was running, so I'm out of breath.

           19        Take a quick breather.

           20            All of the turbines will be built at

           21        Paulsboro, New Jersey and shipped over by barge.

           22        Rhode Island will not see a job.  The fishing

           23        industry will lose.  Once those turbines are up

           24        and once that cable is laid, we will have a

           25        mile-and-a-half safety zone around that entire
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            1        area and the fishing industry will not be allowed

            2        to set inside for it (sic).  That will hurt Block

            3        Island tourism as well, because let's face it, a

            4        lot of people come to Block Island to go fishing.

            5        It's a beautiful area, it's a beautiful island,

            6        and while everybody is concerned about your

            7        rates, this should have been done 20 years ago.

            8

            9            Your representatives that you keep electing

           10        in -- I ran for office on Block Island last year

           11        as representative.  Your representatives have

           12        failed you.  You keep electing the same people

           13        over and over again who do nothing for you.  They

           14        should have hooked you up to the mainland

           15        20 years ago at a decent rate instead of 63 or

           16        $0.44.  Yes, it's ridiculous.  But should our

           17        beach or my job be impacted or any other fishing

           18        job be impacted because of a hedge fund company

           19        wants to come in and save your day?  Does anybody

           20        think Deepwater wants to save you?  They are a

           21        five -- they are a multi-billion dollar hedge

           22        fund corporation that cares nothing about your

           23        electric rates, because in 20 years you're going

           24        to be right back where you were, $0.44, $0.57.

           25            And the truth of the matter is Terry Tierney
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            1        is right.  You will be running your diesel

            2        generators no matter what, so you're going to

            3        spend a million dollars a year irregardless and

            4        have your wind power and destroy my ocean

            5        environment where I fish.

            6            Your home values are going to decrease.  It's

            7        not fair in a lot of senses, but you really need

            8        to open up your eyes and investigate what the

            9        truth of the matter is because Deepwater is a

           10        sham.

           11            And shame on conservation groups that think

           12        it's okay to blow up the ocean, kill off spawning

           13        grounds, destroy my winter flounder, my squid, my

           14        cod that I bring in for you to eat as a monetary

           15        value, because for every one person that works on

           16        the water there are 6.6 land jobs attached to

           17        that.  6.6.

           18            Once Deepwater has those five turbines up and

           19        brings no jobs into the State of Rhode Island,

           20        who's going to be big loser here?  The fishing

           21        industry again.

           22            It's bad enough we're overregulated by the

           23        federal government as it is.  We've lost more

           24        than 75 percent of our fleet due to

           25        overregulation because people say that our dredge
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            1        nets, our dragging nets, our gill nets, whatever,

            2        are hurting the ocean bottom.  But think about

            3        what you're allowing Deepwater to do to the ocean

            4        bottom.  Think about that.  It's a million times

            5        worse than my net trolling over soft soil tilling

            6        up nutrients for a vibrant ecosystem.

            7            You know, BOEM did a study about the cable

            8        itself, and I'm going to cite directly from that

            9        study from the federal government that Deepwater

           10        is using.  With regards to marine mammals

           11        protected and endangered species, right whales,

           12        dolphins, turtles and any electrobranch -- I can

           13        never say it, but elasmobranch sandbar sharks are

           14        all negatively affected.  They're

           15        electrosensitive.  It will totally effect their

           16        migratory routes.  Navigational miscue on whales,

           17        navigational miscue on our lobster industry,

           18        which means when they move, when they migrate,

           19        these cables are so powerful that it will miscue

           20        them in their natural migratory route.  It will

           21        throw them off, which could seriously affect the

           22        revenue again within the fishing industry and,

           23        therefore, the State of Rhode Island. Loggerhead

           24        turtles, endangered species, right whales,

           25        endangered species.  The last four years there
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            1        have been indications that the right whales have

            2        actually changed their migratory routes.

            3            Although, the study is not published yet,

            4        that Environment 360 wrote a pretty good article

            5        called the Case of the Missing Whales.  Right

            6        whales are actually coming closer and closer to

            7        shore because their food source is coming closer

            8        and closer to shore and it actually looks as if

            9        it's going to be -- they're going to be coming

           10        directly through where Deepwater has cited those

           11        turbines.

           12            The ongoing report for BOEM talks nothing

           13        about impact, talks nothing about what it's going

           14        to do, killing off unknown amounts of marine

           15        species, unknown amounts.  That's okay by

           16        everybody?  Is that okay by everybody in this

           17        room to kill off unknown amounts of marine

           18        species so that our electric rates can go up on

           19        the mainland and yours can go down, but in the

           20        end you're going to end up paying the same rate

           21        anyway?  Really think about that.

           22            Not a single study has been done on the

           23        impact of marine resources, only what the effect

           24        of the cable may have or may not have.  DEM is a

           25        steward of our oceans and it is your
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            1        responsibility to make sure that impact is zero.

            2            DEM got a million dollars for this deal.

            3        They got a million dollars to okay that easement.

            4        Is that okay by you?  Because that's not okay by

            5        me.  I don't think that's proper.  DEM shouldn't

            6        have gotten a donation, as we were told, by

            7        National Grid and Deepwater for the

            8        beautification of Scarborough Beach.  Really?

            9        That's okay by everybody?  Because it's not okay

           10        by me.

           11            Well, yes, I may work within the fishing

           12        industry.  I care about people and I care about

           13        people as a whole, and what they're doing is

           14        they're pitting Block Islanders against

           15        Narragansett against industry against industry.

           16        Yes, I see you sitting there smiling at me.

           17        Somebody called me a hater a little while ago.

           18        I'm not a hater.  This is a bad deal.  This is a

           19        bad deal, folks.

           20            The Audubon Society for Cape Wind got bought

           21        out, $8 million waiting in the wings to count

           22        dead birds on the water for a project that, yes,

           23        isn't up and running but the money's there

           24        waiting for them.  How sad is that that a

           25        conservation group, the Audubon Society, their
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            1        job is to protect birds, National Wildlife

            2        Federation, protect wildlife, protect my marine

            3        species.  Protect, not destroy.

            4            And as far as global warming, that could be a

            5        conversation for the next hundred years.  If

            6        they're with global warming, why was it

            7        200 degrees below zero in the antarctic today, a

            8        record low in the middle of their summer season.

            9        That's not global warming, folks.  There is a

           10        problem and there's a lot of dispute as to what

           11        that problem is.

           12            So let's stop blaming ideologies and start

           13        looking at facts, facts that Jim talked about,

           14        hedge fund corporations coming in here pretending

           15        to save your day trying to buy out fishermen.

           16        We're going to give you -- we're going to give

           17        you money so you don't fish for a couple years.

           18        Really?  How much are you going to give me?  Are

           19        you going to give me enough so that I can last

           20        for the next two years?  Of course not.  Of

           21        course not.

           22            Think about what you're doing, seriously.  I

           23        had a whole lot more in here to talk about, eel

           24        grass, violation of Marine Mammal Protected

           25        Species Act, but I couldn't help myself when I
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            1        had to say something more.

            2            The cable is very harmful to the environment,

            3        the EMF field coming off the cable, extremely

            4        harmful.  Suppose erosion, beach erosion, it's

            5        buried six feet.  We have a bad hurricane.  That

            6        cable gets exposed.  Your kids are running down

            7        the beach one day, trip over that cable and get

            8        electrocuted.  Is that a possibility?  You bet

            9        your booty it is.  Don't think it can't happen.

           10        Because people say it can't happen and then it

           11        happens and then they're like, oh, my God, what

           12        do we do now?

           13            We need to be sure.  We need to be sure that

           14        our marine impact are not going to be as great as

           15        they say they're going to be that I know they're

           16        going to be.  It's not okay to offset what is not

           17        green energy.  You really have to look at the

           18        facts, folks.  You really do.  A lot of what

           19        people up here are saying are misinformed and I

           20        think that's really all it is.  I mean, this is a

           21        picture of a turbine field in the UK.  Does

           22        anybody -- I don't know if anybody can see that

           23        but it looks like smoke, but in actuality that's

           24        fog.  The turbines are literally creating fog on

           25        the ocean surface which is hugely detrimental to
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            1        shipping, fishing, any boating activities,

            2        aviation.  That's what's coming.

            3            We get enough fog around here as it is with

            4        the potential for enough accidents.  We don't

            5        need 250 turbines at a cost of $0.57 per kilowatt

            6        hour.  These are turbines on fire.  They

            7        continuously get hit by lightning.  Do you know

            8        how long it takes to put one out?  About

            9        15 hours.  They don't have plans for that.

           10        Deepwater doesn't have plans for that.

           11            As a matter of fact, I was just looking at

           12        the environmental impact study and I thought it

           13        was a little strange that the archaeological

           14        survey portion of the impact study is

           15        confidential.  Why would an archaeological impact

           16        portion of a study be confidential?

           17        Archaeological what?  Did they find native

           18        American tools down there during a dive?  Why is

           19        that missing?  And why is it being held

           20        confidential?  Why is a reconnaissance and

           21        disturbance assessment missing from that report

           22        being considered confidential?  What's so big

           23        that about that?  I want you to just question,

           24        look for yourselves.  Don't take my word for it.

           25        Look it up.
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            1            Each and every turbine in itself has what

            2        they call neodymium and prosydium.  It's a rare

            3        earth mineral.  N-E-O-D-Y-M-I-U-M and

            4        P-R-O-S-Y-D-I-U-M.  They're mined in China.

            5        Imagine that.  Every turbine has one.  And

            6        they're more toxic than nuclear waste.  So when

            7        those turbines are dead and rotting and falling

            8        apart and those magnets are falling to the bottom

            9        of our ocean floor, guess what's going to happen?

           10        Those magnets are going to be there and they're

           11        going to cause more undue harm to the fishing

           12        industry.

           13            This whole thing is not okay, folks.  I don't

           14        ask you to read a 700-page study like I did, but

           15        I ask you to take a look at it.  It's a BOEM

           16        study on the cable itself and the effects that it

           17        has on marine life.  Read the first 25 pages and

           18        you will see this cable is highly toxic to the

           19        environment and it's highly toxic to marine life

           20        and in the end it's going to be highly toxic to

           21        you.

           22                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Our next

           23        speaker is Joel Hovanesian if he's here.

           24                 (A discussion was had off the record.)

           25                 MR. BIANCULLI:  I can spell my last name
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            1        and you can all try to pronounce it.

            2                 MR. HOVANESIAN:  H-O-V-A-N-E-S-I-A-N.  I

            3        am a commercial fisherman.  And make no mistake

            4        about it, the commercial fisherman industry has

            5        been and continues to be under attack.  This is

            6        just another battle, unfortunately, that we're

            7        dealing with.  This project is the beginning of

            8        something larger.  They want to put thousands of

            9        these windmills up and down the coast, thousands

           10        of them that are going to have an effect

           11        everywhere.

           12            Yes, this is a pilot project for Rhode

           13        Island, if it's given the opportunity, but we

           14        need to be aware of the consequences of what we

           15        are doing.  And I -- and it's a very slippery

           16        slope that we're going down and I've lived it.

           17        Trust me.  I see what's happening and I relate it

           18        to the privatization of the commercial fishing

           19        industry where now commercial fisherman have to

           20        buy fish in order to go fishing.  How absurd is

           21        this?

           22            It's a public resource.  We have a public

           23        resource, always have had a public resource, and

           24        now because of some bureaucratic blunder from

           25        D.C. and NOAA, they've decided to implement a
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            1        catch share program that's been championed by our

            2        favorite environmental association such as the

            3        Environmental Defense Fund and Conservation Law

            4        Foundation and Jane Lubchenco who was the head of

            5        NOAA.

            6            What we're doing is we're taking public

            7        property and public resources and privatizing

            8        them.  And nobody has an issue with this?  Wake

            9        up, people.  This is a very, very slippery slope

           10        we're going down.  We -- the whole country will

           11        be owned by private industry before we're done.

           12        The food that you eat, the fish that you want,

           13        the plants that are grown, everything is going to

           14        be -- is going to be taken over by private

           15        industry.  Small independent business people like

           16        ourselves who go out and work and harvest the

           17        product, which is by far the cleanest and most

           18        healthy resource that you can put into your body,

           19        are being driven out of business.

           20            Today I was notified that, just

           21        coincidentally, right now National Oceanic &

           22        Atmospheric Administration is going to shut down

           23        a very large portion of the ocean south of here

           24        and east of here, Point Judith.  That just

           25        happens to coincide with where they want to put
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            1        up these windmills.  Well, excuse me if I'm a

            2        little bit paranoid, but I've been dealing with

            3        this stuff for decades, literally, trying to save

            4        my industry, trying to fight and have people

            5        realize what's happening here, the big picture.

            6        This is all part of the big picture.  It's a

            7        takeover.  It's a takeover of your fundamental

            8        right to have access to a public resource.  It's

            9        going away.  Why?  Because we're letting them do

           10        it.  These are the unintended consequences.  I

           11        understand what -- hey, if I was paying the kind

           12        of money you guys are paying for electricity, I'd

           13        want something different, too, but we can't

           14        compromise everything because your rates are

           15        high.  There are alternatives like people have

           16        said.

           17            You know, you put them out on the ocean, you

           18        say, well, out of sight, out of mind, or as a

           19        friend of mine likes to say, "safely out to sea."

           20        If they're out to sea, nobody sees it.  Well,

           21        folks, that's outside my window, outside of the

           22        windows of my office where I work.

           23            Homeland Security, at some point, will step

           24        in and say there's got to be a buffer zone on

           25        these things.  We're not going to allow anybody
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            1        in there.

            2            And when they talked about the amount of

            3        acreage and thousands of square miles that these

            4        things are going to encompass up and down the

            5        East Coast, that's it, we're done.

            6            So we have to start thinking about, yes, the

            7        environment, the impacts of fossil fuels, but we

            8        also have to consider where we're going to get

            9        our food from.  Are we willing to give that up,

           10        you know?   If electricity went away, a lot of

           11        people would survive.  Nobody's going to survive

           12        without food and water.

           13            So, you know, I just -- it just warrants a

           14        lot of careful thought and speculation on what's

           15        really going on here, the big picture, you know,

           16        and I've heard -- you know, earlier in the

           17        evening a fisherman got up and spoke in favor of

           18        this.  Well, I have to question whether he would

           19        be speaking in favor of it so much if he weren't

           20        benefitting from the -- from the research that

           21        he's been doing and getting paid by Deepwater to

           22        do, you know.  Is this some sort of a quid pro

           23        quo?  I don't know.  He's not here right now.  I

           24        will ask him tomorrow when I see him, trust me.

           25            But, again, I think the biggest thing that we
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            1        need to really look at is this over -- you know,

            2        this overreaching of authority by the government

            3        to privatize a public resource and public

            4        property.  It's an extremely slippery slope and

            5        we'd better keep our eye on the ball.  Thank you.

            6                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  We have two

            7        more speakers.  Our next speaker is Troy West.

            8        Is Mr. West here?  Troy West?  Is there a Sara De

            9        La Cerda here?

           10                 MS. DE LA CERDA:  D-E space L-A space

           11        C-E-R-D-A.  Thank you for the opportunity to

           12        allow me to speak tonight.  I am Sara De La

           13        Cerda, a junior at the University of Rhode

           14        Island.  I've had the opportunity to live in

           15        several states across the country.  I chose to

           16        return to Rhode Island for college because I want

           17        to make the Ocean State my home state after I

           18        graduate.

           19            While attending the University, I've had the

           20        opportunity to be an advocate for student quality

           21        of life issues.  I have received countless

           22        emails, Facebook messages, texts and phone calls

           23        from Rhode Islanders and students worried about

           24        the impacts of the Block Island Wind Farm.  My

           25        generation does not speak with one voice on this
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            1        issue, though we do believe if we go green we

            2        must do it right.

            3            I do not support the creation of the Block

            4        Island Wind Farm or the laying of a cable in

            5        digging at Scarborough Beach.

            6            In Rhode Island, we have a struggling

            7        economy, high unemployment rate and even higher

            8        taxes.  I understand how the promise of a green

            9        industry would seem good for the State of Rhode

           10        Island.  What we fail to see is the relationship

           11        between a predator and its prey.  Rhode Island is

           12        weak economically so we are looking for a quick

           13        fix.

           14            In the eyes of Deepwater Wind, we are the

           15        easy prey saying that we will do anything for the

           16        quick fix now.  We must be honest about what the

           17        negative implications will be when this fails.

           18            People believe that investing in 38 Studios

           19        would reenergize the Rhode Island economy and

           20        bring even more business to the state.  We all

           21        have seen how that's worked out.  I am here as a

           22        young person who cares deeply about our

           23        environment and our state.

           24            We must, however, be sane and sound in our

           25        energy policy and not proceed blinded by empty
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            1        promises from a big developer like Deepwater Wind

            2        who has never ever built a wind turbine.  Thank

            3        you.

            4                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  We had an

            5        add-on.  Is Mr. James McCaffrey here.

            6                 MR. McCaffrey:  Yes.  Hi.  Thank you for

            7        the opportunity to comment.  My name is James

            8        McCaffrey.  I'm a senior campaign representative

            9        for the Sierra Club's Beyond Coal & Clean Energy

           10        Campaign in New England.  And on behalf of our

           11        50,000 members throughout New England, we're here

           12        to offer our support for the permit for the

           13        project that's before you this evening.

           14            I wanted to offer some regional prospective

           15        on this issue here and perhaps even broader than

           16        that.  For decades, our nation has not only been

           17        addicted to but also subsidized fossil fuels in

           18        the fossil fuel industry, billions of public

           19        dollars, our dollars, annually flowing to

           20        outdated and dirty fuels that are making our

           21        nation, our communities and our families sick.

           22        Coal extraction in the Appalachian areas destroys

           23        mountain tops, communities, families and entire

           24        ways of lives.  One in ten women in this country

           25        of childbearing age have unsafe levels of mercury
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            1        in their system that's coming from coal burning

            2        in our nation.  And climate change is absolutely

            3        the single greatest threat to wildlife on this

            4        planet.  It's also a threat to agriculture, it's

            5        a threat to fisheries, it's a threat to our

            6        economy.  These impacts are all real and,

            7        unfortunately, I think as a society we've become

            8        somewhat comfortable with these impacts, because

            9        unless we feel them deeply and personally in our

           10        lives we don't think about the people whose lives

           11        are being destroyed in the Appalachian when the

           12        top is blasted off a mountain to get to the coal

           13        beneath to turn our lights on because that's what

           14        happens.

           15            But the good news in New England is that some

           16        of the coal plants are retiring or reducing their

           17        operations, but that's in part because we are

           18        ramping up our supplies and our infrastructure

           19        for natural gas and other outdated and dirty

           20        fossil fuel.  We would much prefer to see a

           21        different path where we invest in renewable

           22        energy and efficiency which will have a much

           23        better return on the dollar than a continued

           24        investment of our dollars subsidizing outdated

           25        and dirty fuels.
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            1            These costs that we're bearing are borne by

            2        all of society.  And I think that we are at a

            3        defining moment in our nation's history.  And New

            4        England, indeed Narragansett this evening, plays

            5        a key role in our nation's energy future.  We can

            6        continue our reliance on outdated dirty energy

            7        sources or we can invest in our future, and there

            8        simply is no better investment in New England's

            9        renewable energy future that we can ultimately

           10        deliver gigawatts of clean renewable energy from

           11        offshore wind.  Thank you for the opportunity to

           12        speak.

           13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  We have a gentleman in

           14        the back.  Is there anyone else that is

           15        interested in speaking tonight?  Thank you.

           16                 MR. GILPIN:  Thank you.  My name's

           17        Robert, G-I-L-P-I-N.  I'm a 35-year year-round

           18        resident of Block Island.  I spent over ten years

           19        on the Planning Board and one year I was

           20        chairman.  I'm going to keep it specific to the

           21        application.  Basically, I support this cable

           22        because it has a renewable energy component.  I

           23        do not support a standalone cable.  This is

           24        called a demonstration project, not a

           25        demonstration of technology but of the regulatory
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            1        process.  And if you look at the history of this

            2        nation, all the public works projects that

            3        Americans are proud of with the current

            4        regulations enforced today probably wouldn't have

            5        got built, Hoover Dam, you know, Mt. Rushmore,

            6        and these things have become an iconic part of

            7        America.  Personally, when I look at a turbine I

            8        don't see ugly because I see what it displaces.

            9            In keeping with the cable, the Town Council

           10        has discussed improving the changes to the Block

           11        Island transmission system and they'll have it to

           12        you by the deadline, and the DEM has issued a

           13        finding of no significant impact.

           14            Now, this is a simple cable like there's

           15        cables running all over the State of Rhode

           16        Island, in all our state highways, and I have to

           17        laugh when people talk for profit, but the last I

           18        checked National Grid and Narragansett are profit

           19        companies.  So if you allow them to use public

           20        resources, why wouldn't you use a developer that

           21        was selected by the State?  To me, that doesn't

           22        make sense.

           23            Another issue that was brought up was the

           24        cost.  You know, it's a lot of money but a lot of

           25        changes can happen, but basically it's $1.50 to
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            1        $3.00 a month on a person's power bill that uses

            2        500 kilowatts per month.  Now, what it did to me,

            3        which I felt was a good thing, was the big users

            4        were being subsidized by the smaller users now

            5        will have to pay more or look for alternatives.

            6        When power's cheap, there's no incentive for them

            7        to invest in their infrastructure.  Well, this

            8        will give them incentive because -- and from what

            9        I understand, Toray Plastics has already

           10        installed a solar system, so I think it's a

           11        start.

           12            And bottom line, this is just the beginning

           13        and it has potential and it has -- but if we sit

           14        here and discuss it and wrap it up in

           15        bureaucracy, nothing will ever get built.  And

           16        you wonder why, you know, Deepwater's going to

           17        make a 10 to 12 percent return on their money,

           18        there ain't no guarantee that anything's ever

           19        going to go in the water, so that's a big gamble.

           20            But I give credit to the former Governor and

           21        the legislature for being forward thinking.  As a

           22        town official, I've worked with the DEM and CRMC

           23        and RIDOT and every person that I've worked with

           24        has been dedicated and professional.  And I would

           25        defer to the DEM's judgment, because I'm not an
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            1        engineer, as long as they use the best current

            2        technology to bury this cable, that we can

            3        perfect our resources.

            4            And as far as to the fishermen, and I have

            5        friends that are fishermen, and it's a big ocean

            6        out there and you're just going to have to get

            7        used to the idea you're going to have to share it

            8        with other users, and there's no reason why we

            9        all can't get along.  And the bottom line, if the

           10        fishermen were such good stewards, our fishing

           11        resources wouldn't be in such sad shape they are

           12        now.  Thank you.

           13                 MR. BIANCULLI:  Thank you.  Are there

           14        any other speakers for this evening?  If there

           15        are no other speakers, I would like to close the

           16        hearing.  Ron, do you have any remarks?

           17                 MR. GAGNON:  No.  Thank you for your

           18        patience and thank you for being here tonight.

           19              (Deposition adjourned at 8:56 p.m.)

           20                         * * * * * *
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