
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND   
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT  

  
NOTICE OF VARIANCE   

FROM CLASSIFICATION AS A SOLID WASTE 
  
In accordance with Rules 1.5 and 1.6.2 of the RI Hazardous Waste Regulations (250-
RICR-140-10-1), a public notice is hereby given of the Department’s intent to issue a 
variance request from Classification as a Solid Waste.   
 
The variance is for Q Tech, LLC d/b/a Material Sampling Technologies (MST), located 
at 800 Central Street, North Smithfield, RI, that is a precious metal reclamation 
company.   
  
MST applied for the variance on July 9, 2020.  After review, the Department decided to 
issue its tentative approval of the variance for the “prepared sweeps” from the 
Definition of Solid Waste with certain stipulations.  Public comments period is opened 
until November 30, 2020.  
  
The application and other pertinent date may be found at 
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/waste/pn/mst-variance-pn.pdf 
 

Yan Li, P.E. 
Department of Environmental Management  

Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management   
235 Promenade Street  

Providence, RI 02908-5767 (401)-222-2797, 
ext. 7529 

Yan.li@dem.ri.gov  
  
  

































 

 

 RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

OFFICE OF LAND  
235 Promenade Street, Room 380 
Providence, Rhode Island 02908  

October 29, 2020 

 

Emily J. Migliaccio 

Cervenka Green & Ducharme LLC 

 

 

Re: Notice of Intent to Approve  

Petition for Variance from Classification as a Solid Waste 

 Q Tech, LLC d/b/a Material Sampling Technologies (MST) 

 800 Central Street, North Smithfield, RI 02896 

 EPA Facility Registry Service ID No. 110004934313 

 EPA ID# RIR000015776 

 

Dear Ms. Migliaccio, 

 

The letter is in response to your request on behalf of MST for a variance from the 

Definition of Solid Waste for materials produced at the 800 Central Street, North 

Smithfield, Rhode Island facility.  The variance application states that during the process 

of reclaiming precious metals, “prepared sweeps” are generated.  The “prepared sweeps” 

for which the variance is sought are generated from the processing (includes thermal 

reduction, milling and screening) of listed hazardous waste containing precious metals.  

The material contains less than or equal to 250 mg/kg free cyanides. 

Based upon the information and documentation provided in your petition, in accordance 

with Rules 1.5 and 1.6 of Rules and Regulations for Hazardous Waste Management (250-

RICR-140-10-1), 40 CFR 260.30, 260.31 and 260.33, the Department hereby issues its 

tentative approval of the variance for the “prepared sweeps” from the Definition of Solid 

Waste with the following stipulations: 

1. The variance applies only to the prepared sweeps produced from the 

hazardous waste identified by MST letter received on October 21, 2020 

and containing recoverable levels of precious metals. 

2. The physical and chemical compositions of the prepared sweeps shall be 

comparable to analogous raw precious metal-bearing material, as 

described in the petition for variance.   

3. The variance shall only be valid if there continues to be a proven end 

market for the fine materials because of the value of the precious metals 

contained within. 



4. MST shall be required to perform yearly sampling of the sweeps covered 

by the variance and analyze each of the samples for its free cyanide 

content in accordance with EPA approved methodology.  MST is required 

to submit the results of all such sampling and analysis to RIDEM within 

30 days after receiving the test results.   

5. This variance only applies to the prepared sweeps that MST intends to 

generate from hazardous wastes that bear waste codes in the letter 

received on October 21, 2020.  MST shall notify the Department prior to 

accepting any waste other than those listed in the October 2020 letter. 

6. MST shall transport prepared sweeps covered by the variance in DOT-

approved containers and that are compatible with the waste.   

7. MST must maintain records at the facility of total volumes received, 

stored, and shipped, as well as the name of facility from which the 

material is received and to which it is shipped.  Those records shall be 

made available to the Department for inspection.  Those records must be 

retained for a minimum of three years. 

 

This tentative approval is based upon the representation made in the variance request 

(submissions of July, August & October 2020) relative to the generation, processing, 

handling, and recycling of said “prepared sweeps”.  Any substantial change in the 

production and processing of prepared sweeps at the facility, or deviation from those 

representations made in the petition, shall nullify this approval and may result in issuance 

of a Notice of Violation with penalties.   

 

MST must publish the enclosed Public Notice in a local newspaper.  A copy of the 

published notice must be sent to this office.  A decision will be made after the closing of 

the public comment period. 

 

If you have further questions, please contact me at (401)222-2797, extension 7529. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Leo Hellested, P.E., Chief 

Department of Environmental Management 

Office of Waste Management 

 

CC:  Yan Li, OLRSMM/DEM 

 Mark Dennen, OLRSMM/DEM 

 

 

 

 



 
cervenka green & ducharme llc 

235 Promenade Street, Suite 475, Providence, RI 02908 
www.cgdesq.com | p: (401) 214-1020 

 
Emily J. Migliaccio 

(401) 214-1026 
emigliaccio@cgdesq.com 

November 4, 2020 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 
RI Department of Environmental Management 
Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable 
Materials Management 
235 Promenade Street, Room 380 
Providence, RI 02908 
Attn: Yan Li 

 

 
Re: Supplement to Application for Variance from Classification as a Solid Waste  
 40 C.F.R. § 260.30 
 Q Tech, LLC d/b/a Material Sampling Technologies (“MST”) 

800 Central Street, North Smithfield, RI 02896 
EPA Facility Registry Service ID No. 110004934313; EPA ID No. RIR000015776  

Dear Ms. Li: 

 Per our earlier discussion, below is an amended list of waste codes for the manifested 
shipments that MST reasonably anticipates it may receive in the future for processing into 
prepared sweeps, the product for which MST is seeking the above-referenced variance: 
 

• D001 • D011 
• D002 • D035 
• D003 • F005 
• D004 • F006 
• D005 • F007 
• D006 • F008 
• D008  

 
This list replaces the list we submitted to you on October 21, 2020, which only contained 

a list of waste codes for the manifested shipments that MST had recently received in the past 
(and reasonably anticipated it may receive in the future for processing into prepared sweeps). 
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Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. Thank you.  
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Emily J. Migliaccio 
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