
Less than 1

acre of land 

disturbance?

Freshwater

Wetlands, Water 

Quality Cert, or 

Groundwater 

Discharge?

CRMC or 

QLP?

Project or larger 

common plan of 

development 

has greater than 

or equal to 5 

acres of land

disturbance?

Discharge to 

impaired or 

TMDL waters, or  

associated with  

industrial 

activity or 

OWM?

Submit to RIPDES 

Program: 

Complete NOI

form, project 

narrative, and

site plan/map 

showing flow 

paths, discharges, 

and receiving 

waters.

RIPDES CGP# 

issued.  

Apply to FWW,  

WQC, or GWD 

Program. RIPDES 

CGP# will be 

assigned if 

applicable.

Apply to CRMC or 

the QLP program.  

No RIPDES CGP# 

will be issued.  

Owner/Operator 

is responsible for 

complying with 

the CGP.

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes Yes

NoNo No No No

Submit 

Complete NOI, 

Appendix A 

checklist, and 

SMP to RIPDES 

Program for full 

CGP review.

Rhode Island Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (RIPDES)

2013 Construction General Permit (CGP)

APPLICATION GUIDANCE
To whom and what to submit to obtain authorization from RIPDES to discharge stormwater associated with construction activity.

Part of larger 

common plan of 

development  

disturbing ≥1 ac?

Yes

START

(1-5 acres)

Authorization issued by RIPDES ProgramRIPDES authorization granted by alternate permitting progam

issued.  

Authorization is 

automatic after 

receipt of above 

listed application

package, unless 

otherwise

notified.

applicable. the CGP.

Automatic 

RIPDES 

authorization

upon receipt of 

permit.

No RIPDES CGP needed. 

Check with local 

requirements, and use 

good soil, runoff, and 

erosion control 

techniques as described 

in the RISESCH.  

RIPDES CGP# 

issued.  

Authorization  

upon RIPDES 

review and 

approval.

Automatic 

RIPDES 

authorization

upon receipt of 

permit.

No

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS:

CGP - Construction General Permit (RIPDES) RIDEM - Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management  

CRMC - Coastal Resources Management Council   RIPDES - Rhode Island Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

FWW - Freshwater Wetlands Program   RISDISM - Rhode Island Stormwater Design and Installation Standards Manual 

GWD - Groundwater  Discharge Program (includes UIC) RISESCH - Rhode Island Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook

NOI - Notice of Intent (RIPDES permit application form) SMP - Stormwater Management Plan  

NOT - Notice of Termination (RIPDES permit termination form) TMDL - Total Maximum Daily Load 

OWM - Office of Waste Management (RIDEM)  UIC - Underground Injection Control

QLP - Qualified Local Program WQC - Water Quality Certification Program  

Permit applications to the RIPDES  Program must be submitted at least 

thirty (30) days prior to the commencement of land disturbing 

activities, per Part I.D.2.b of the CGP entitled “Deadlines for Requesting 

Authorization.”

Regardless of the permit issuing program, owners/operators must 

submit a Notice of Termination (NOT) form to the RIPDES Program 

upon completion of construction and final stabilization of all permitted 

project sites.
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