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Vari able Milfoi]l
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Size of variabBmerngentoisipiThee Woulhk of t heBrpmicarst agrooves t he
relative to &rmpedmy and tiny ufnldeewerwat er face make paddlir

Species Description and Gener al | nf or mat i
Vari abl éMymi bproyilll um hest ewrmoplhpdleam)wat er, invasive plant
| ooking | eaves whorled around a main stem. There ar e
each |l eaf has 5 to 14 pairs of I eaflets. Stems ran
flimsy or thicker | ike a twig. -td asisxhmneene,r gpelnantsspi rk
waterline. Specialized |l eaves (bracts) and -$haweds
|l eaves, serrated and |l onger than the fl ower. FI owe
Variable milfoil grows in both stild]l and flowing wat
Pl ants reproduce by spreading rhizomes (Il ateral root
Why is Variable Milfoil Considered an | nv
Originally, in its native environment, insects and f
l sl and, mi |l foil has no natur al predators to keep i
optimum temperature, | ight and nutrient conditions,
may degrade water quality and displace beneficial n a
as swimming, fishing and boating, it can devalue wat
areas for mosquitoes. Mi | foil spreads easislpy elayd, f raxg
invasive in Rhode 1| sl and. Il s very difficult to contr
be contained in those | akes where it is a problem, a
How Did Variable Milfoil Become Establish
Variable milfoil is native to the Southeastern and
England in Bridgeport, CT in 1932 and now is establ]
were most l' i kely from aquarium releases or from " st
can |live out of water for many hours if it remains v
boat trailer. mdAdeiil ntcrammd uscperde,ad t hrough fragmentati

the parent plant through wind or boat action, grow r




What Met hods Are Currently Being Used to

Hand pulling may be effective to compl et ~! ramave g
mil foil reproduces by fragmentati on, p Vit
spread of the plant if care is not tak

and removed. The manual removal of sub

t hat area adjacent t o, but no more tha

beache or swimming areas under the RI

6. 02) . Manual pl ant removal out si de

mechani cal cutting or harvesting requi

physical removal met hods, such as me

recommended for milfoil species becaus:

Experience from other states has indic

can actwually be made worse by mechanic

promote the spread of the plant.

Chemical control may be ef fTecaa i DEM f Dirvilsairogne opfopAd @it
applicators that apply federally regulated herbicid
requires a specific permit from the Division of Agr.i
treat ment plan is to consult a | ake manager or [ i c e
options and estimate associated cost s. A more detai
t o assess the severity of t he i nfestation and edmv e
management pl an.

Pl ease Help Prevent the Spread of Var.i
Learn to identify invasive plant species and be on t|
|t is much easier and cost effective to manage a s m
with plants, so early detection is key! | denthitftipc:at
www. dem. ri .gov/programs/benviron/water/ quality/surf we

Be a GREAT Boater!

Check, Cl ean, Drjlain & Dry!

RI DEM encourages the wuse¢ of clean boat hygiene
practiCHECKoats (trail er s, gear and motors

too) for plant fragments| before | aunching in the |wat
AND after boats have bedgn hauled out of the watef
CLEA&ny ©plant fragments, and dispose of t hem

away from t hd&RABWeuwr, mnantidor and

bil ge. Al IDRWO Wweorartisghtto at |l east 24 hours

before putting i n at anot her Il ake. See posted
reminders at state boat |ramps.

Where i s Variable Milfoil

found i n Rhode sl and?

As of November 2017, variabl e mil foil has been
documented in 61 | akes or ponds, and 20 rivers and
streams. It is the most | widespread aquatic invasl|ive
pl ant in the state. The| distribution map on the |rig
shows | ocations where it has been found in red. A
| arger ma p can be fhrdufpd / /onl i ne @

www. dem. ri .gov/programs/|jbenviron/ water/ quality/
surfwg/ aismaps/ myr het . pdff



http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/quality/surfwq/pdfs/identify.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/quality/surfwq/pdfs/identify.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/quality/surfwq/aismaps/myrhet.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/quality/surfwq/aismaps/myrhet.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/quality/surfwq/aismaps/myrhet.pdf

