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Table 10. Proposed 5-yr timeline for wetland monitoring and assessment activities in Rhode Island.

Wetland Monitoring and Assessment Tasks
Year

1
Year

2
Year

3
Year

4
Year

5

Work with other GIS partners in RI to accomplish updates to wetland data in RIGIS
Develop/Test/Apply Landscape Assessment Methods & Data (Level 1)

Develop landscape profile for wetlands in RI using existing RIGIS data; examine trends
compared to historic records; repeat profile every 5 years for future trends analyses.

Open space (depends on updated RIGIS data)
Water withdrawal (1st characterize issue using existing RIGIS data)
Buffer zone assessment (depends on updated RIGIS data)
Invasive species (ability to detect remotely depends on scale of photography acquired;
can record location of invasive species in GIS)

Develop/Test Rapid Assessment Method (Level 2)
Open Space (use RAM to describe conditions of various wetlands prioritized for
protection)
Water withdrawal (use RAM at selected sites to describe condition of wetlands
near/vulnerable to water withdrawal)
Buffer zone assessment (use RAM to describe wetland and buffer condition;
recommend restoration sites/needs)
Invasive species (part of RAM, create long-term data record)

Apply Site Level Assessment where needed (Level 3)
Review & Summarize existing Level 3 RI research
Apply existing Level 3 RI research

Program Development
Quality Assessment Project Plans – develop for each level of effort  and revise as
needed
Develop information management structure – decide how to best manage data, ID
partners, products
Continuous review of data storage and management needs
Develop reference criteria and identify reference sites (ongoing)
Baseline monitoring of wetland condition statewide – begin compiling results and
determine best methods for continued assessment statewide
Review and revise core indicators of wetland condition
Evaluate program – are short-term objectives being met, are long-term objectives being
addressed, what method revisions are required, what new objectives should be added,
report on lessons learned (approx. every 3 yrs)
Recommend strategies to reduce impacts identified through monitoring and to enhance
wetland management statewide
Wetland monitoring information & program reporting (Integrated Water Monitoring and
Assessment Report (305(b)/303(d)), RI Wetland Status and Trends Report, RIEMC,
etc.)
Develop education and outreach materials to enhance public education about
monitoring and assessment of wetland condition – consider volunteer monitoring
program


