
Wetland Restoration Process 
Woonasquatucket Watershed Plan (2003) 

 IMPACT TYPES 
 

Fill 
Upland Adjacent Removal 

 GEOGRAPHIC AREA 
 

Watershed 

 SITE IDENTIFICATION 
 

Selective 

All Fill Sites 
 

• Individual functions/values 
• Multiple functions/values 
• Clusters 

All Buffer Sites 
 

• Near sensitive wetland 
• Threatened land use 
• Clusters 

•  GOALS 
 

• Maximize amount of functions and 
values restored 

• Allow for focus on single functions 

 SITE RANKING & SELECTION 
(SITE PRIORITIZATION) 

•  CONFIRMATION 
 

• Landowner Research and Contact 
• Cross-reference enforcement files 

• Field Verification of Potential Sites 
• Field Feasibility Analysis 

 IMPLEMENTATION 



 

 

Table C1. Probable effects of restoration activities on wetland functions. Symbols are defined as follows: �+� = positive effect on 
function, �-� = negative effect, �+/-� = positive and negative effects, �n/a� = no effect. Parentheses indicate uncertainty or minor 
effects. 

      

Restoration activity     

 
 

Long-term function 

 
Remove 

fill 

 
Remove 
sediment

Recreate 
natural 
channel 

 
Plug 

ditches

 
Remove 

trash 

Reestablish 
wetland 

vegetation 

Reestablish 
upland 

vegetation 

 
Enhance 

surface flow

 
Remove 
invasives

Effective 
restoration 
activities 

Flood abatement + + + + + + (+) - n/a 7 
Water quality                  

improvement 
 

+ 
 

+ 
 

+ 
 

+ 
 

+ 
 

+ 
 

+ 
 

+/- 
 

n/a 
 

 7+ 
Groundwater recharge     (+) (+) + - (+) (-) (-) (+) n/a 5 
Groundwater discharge  + + (+) + n/a (-) (-) - n/a 4 
Wildlife habitat + + + + + + + +/- + 9 
Fish habitat + + + + + + + + n/a 8 
Heritage 
 

+ + + + + + + +/- +  8+ 

Functions benefited 
 

7 7 7 6 6 5 5 2+ 2  
 

13




