FINAL ANNOTATED

#-REGULATIONS

#3.2 Transiting:

3.2.4 Stowage of nets: Vessels possessing trawl devices while harvesting
summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, or winter flounder, in excess of the
limits specified in RIMER may have nets with mesh less than the minimum size
specified in the requlations provided that the net is stowed and is not available
for immediate use in accordance with this section. A net that conforms to one
of the following specifications and that can be shown not to have been in
recent use is considered to be "not available for immediate use".

(A) A net stowed below deck, provided:

(1) It is located below the main working deck from which the net is
deployed and retrieved:

(2) The towing wires, including the "leg" wires are detached from the
net; and

(3) Itis fan folded (flaked) and bound around its circumference.

(B) A net stowed and lashed down on deck, provided:

(1) Itis fan folded (flaked) and bound around its circumference;

(2) Itis securely fastened to the deck or rail of the vessel; and

(3) The towing wires, including the leqg wires, are detached from the
net.

(C) A netthatis on areel and is covered and secured, provided:

(1) The entire surface of the net is covered with canvas or other similar
material that is securely bound:;

(2) The towing wires, including the leqg wires, are detached from the
net; and

—_—

(3) The cod end is removed from the net and stored below deck.

(D) National Marine Fisheries Service authorized: Nets that are secured in
a manner authorized in writing by the National Marine Fisheries Service
Reqgional Director, for the Mid Atlantic regulated mesh area defined as "that
area bounded on the east by a line running from the shoreline along 7207
30' west longitude to the intersection of the outer boundary of the
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).




3.4 Recreational use of nets for bait:

3.4.1 Marine species may lawfully be taken for personal use (not for sale) with
nets, provided that all existing minimum sSize and possession limit restrictions
for the species possessed are adhered to.

34.2 A two-quart per person possession limit is allowed for all unrequlated
marine species.

3.4.3 Beach seines or other nets, where allowed for the recreational harvest of
marine species shall not exceed four (4) feet in depth and twenty (20) feet in
length.

+3.7 Summer Flounder (Fluke)

73.7.6 Dealer Regulations:

(2) Nolicensed-personin-charge-of-the-vesselmayland Summer flounder

aHter 3-00PRPMo Nrio o 6-00_-AMN Na lan NO N aYallaYa mmae

flounderare-from may be landed between the hours of 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM
only;




+3.11 Scup

of the water is prohibited on all scup pots, traps, or similar contrivances.

+3.24 Coastal Sharks

43.24.2 Commercial:

(A) Commercial Species Groupings: Species-managed-underthe- ASMFC
Interstate-Fishery-Management Plan-(IFMP )} for-Atlantic Coastal Sharks shall-be

are grouped into eight commercial “species groups” for management purposes,
hereafter referred to as: Prohibited Species, Research Species, Smoothhound
Sharks, Non-Blacknose Small Coastal Sharks, Blacknose Sharks, Aggregated
Large Coastal Sharks, Hammerhead Sharks, and Pelagic Sharks. These
groupings apply to all commercial shark fisheries in state waters.

(1) Properly licensed commercial fishermen may possess any of the
species of sharks listed in Table 3.4 below in the Smoothhound Sharks,
Non-Blacknose Small Coastal Sharks, Blacknose Sharks, Aggregated
Large Coastal Sharks, Hammerhead Sharks, and Pelagic Sharks species

groups.

(B) Eishing Year: Fhe-commercial-sharkfisheryshalloperate-ona January 1
through December 31 fishing-year.

(C) Quota Specification:

(1) Smoothhound sharks: A total annual statewide guota will be
established for the State by the ASMFC and/or NOAA Fisheries.

(2) Quotas for coastal shark commercial species and species groups except
Smoothhound sharks will be established annually by the ASMFC and/or
NOAA Fisheries. It shall be unlawful for any person to possess any species of




shark in state waters when the NOAA Fisheries prohibits the possession of
that species in federal waters.

(D) Seasons: Seasonal periods for commercial shark fisheries may be
established annually either through NOAA Fisheries, ASMFC, or DFW.

(EE) Sommereial Possession Limit: Possession limits;-guetas,and-seasenal

periodsforcommercial-shark-fisheries will be established annually eitherthrough
the by NOAA Fisheries, ASMFC, or DFW. in-accordance-therewith:

(21) There are no commercial trip-tmits-er possession limits for Smoothhound
Sharks, erferthe-sharkslisted-in-the Non-Blacknose Small Coastal Sharks,
Blacknose Sharks, and Pelagic Species groups.

Sh&rles—ephlanqnwmead%hams—speees—gree% Aqqreqated Larqe Coastal
Sharks and Hammerhead Sharks species groups: Forty five (45) sharks

per vessel per day, adjusting to between fifty five (55) and zero (0)
sharks per vessel per day during the fishing year as determined by
NOAA Fisheries.

(6H) BealerPermit Authorized sale: {3} No person shall sell any shark species
to a person or dealer who does not possess a state commercial dealer license
issued pursuant to RIGL 20-2.1, and a federal Commercial Shark Dealer Permit
issued by the NOAA Fisheries.

({J) Bycatch Reduction Measures: Vessels using shortlines and large-mesh
gillnets to catch sharks must abide by the following bycatch regulation measures.
Any vessels using shortlines or large-mesh gillnets that do not follow the
following bycatch reduction measures are prohibited from possession, landing or
selling any sharks.

(1) Any vessel using a shortline shall adhere to the following:

(a) Use corrodible circle hooks, which are defined as non-offset hooks
with the point turned perpendicularly back to the shanks; and



(b) Practice the protocols, and possess the federally required release
equipment, for pelagic and bottom longlines for the safe handling, release,
and disentanglement of sea turtles and other non-target species; and

(c) Have All captains and vessel owners federally-must be certified in
using; handling and release equipment. Captains and vessel owners can
become certified by attending a Protected Species Safe Handling,
Release, and Identification Workshop offered by NOAA Fisheries.

+3.25 Skate

#3.25.1 Prohibited Species: The harvest, landing, or possession of barndoor
(Dipturus laevis) or thorny (Amblyraja radiata) species of skate within the territorial
waters of the state of Rhode Island is prohibited.

#3.25.2 Recreational:

(A) Possession Limit: Thereis-no-recreationalpossession-imitfor skate
provided-the-vessehis fishing-in-state-waters: Ten (10) fish per person per day.

+3.25.3 Commercial:

(A) Eishing year: Fhe-commercial-skate-fisheryshall-operate-ena May 1
through April 30 fishirgyear annually.

(B) State-waters skate Wing fishery: Shall be defined as skate harvested,
possessed, or landed by a vessel:

(1) Fishing in state waters, not on a previously declared Day At Sea
(DAS), and without an active federal open-access skate permit; and

(2) For food for human consumption, e -preductianded with a designated
ACCSP Disposition Code 001 = Food.

(3) Minimum size: No minimum size.

(34) Seasons and possession limits: Fhere-is-ho-commercial-possession

epen—aeeess—ska%e—peitmﬂ—m 200 pounds per vessel per week for wings

only: or 41,314 pounds per vessel per week for whole skate.




(C) Skate Bait fishery: The skate bait fishery shall be defined as skate
harvested, possessed, or landed by a vessel:

(1) Fishing in state waters, not on a previously declared DAS, without
an active federal open-access skate permit, and without a federal skate
bait Letter of Authorization (LOA); and

(2) For use as bait e—productlanded with a designated ACCSP Disposition
Code 008 = Bait.

(3) Maximum length: Whole skates must measure less than twenty
three (23) inches total length.

(24) Seasons and possession limits: Fhereis-no-commercialpossession
beit for i Lis fiching | ’ ol doclared

(a) Sub-period | - May 1 through July 31:

(b) Sub-period Il - August 1 through October 31:

(c) Sub-period lll - November 1 through April 30:

(a) Possession Limit: The starting possession limit for each sub-
period will be 25,000 pounds whole skate per vessel per day.
When 90 percent of a bait skate TAL allocation in either Sub-
period | or Il, or when 90 percent of the annual Skate Bait TAL is
landed, as determined by NOAA Fisheries, the possession limit
will be reduced to the whole weight equivalent of the skate wing
possession limit in effect at that time (either 5,902 pounds, 9,307
pounds, or 1,135 pounds whole skate).




