
Table 1.1  Wildlife Diversity of Rhode Island- Species richness by taxa. 

Taxa 
Species 
found 
in RI 

State-
listed 

Federally-
listed 

S1 & 
S2 

Ranked

S3 
Ranked

G1 & 
G2 

Ranked 
Mammals 91 12 8 8 3 1 

Birds 427 58 4 75 28 0 
Reptiles and 
Amphibians 

46 13† 4 9 3 2 

Fish 306 2 1 7 8 0 
Invertebrates 396+ 56 1 56 17 1 
† As listed in RI DEM (2001k) 
 
Key: S1 Rank = Critically imperiled in the state 

S2 Rank = Imperiled in the state 
S3 Rank = Vulnerable to extirpation or extinction in the state 
Species ranked S4 Rank = Apparently Secure, S5 Rank = Secure or unknown (for invertebrates) 
are not shown, but a listing of the full array of known wildlife can be found in Appendix 1b.  
G1 Rank = Critically imperiled across its entire range (i.e., globally) 
G2 Rank = Imperiled across its entire range (i.e., globally) 

 
 
 
 
 

GCN MAMMALS (total 24) 
Common Name Scientific Name 
Black bear Ursus americanus 
Block island meadow vole Microtus pennsylvanicus Provectus 
Blue whale Balaenoptera musculus 
Bobcat Lynx rufus 
Common water shrew Sorex palustris 
Eastern pipistrelle Pipistrellus subflavus 
Eastern red bat Lasiurus borealis 
Eastern small-footed myotis Myotis leibii 
Fin whale Balaenoptera physalus 
Harbor seal Phoca vitulina 
Hoary bat Lasiurus cinereus 
Humpback whale Megaptera novaeangliae 
Indiana bat Myotis sodalis 
Little brown myotis Myotis lucifugus 
Minke whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata
New England cottontail Sylvilagus transitionalis 
North Atlantic right whale Eubalaena glacialis 
Northern long-eared bat Myotis septentrionalis 
Porcupine Erethizon dorsatum 
Sei whale Balaenoptera borealis 
Silver-haired bat Lasionycteris noctivagans 

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/accounts/information/Balaenoptera_acutorostrata.html


Smoky shrew Sorex fumeus 
Southern bog lemming Synaptomys cooperi 
Sperm whale Physeter macrocephalus 

 
GCN BIRDS (total 129) 

Common name Scientific name 
Acadian flycatcher Empidonax virescens 
American bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 
American black duck Anas rubripes 
American kestrel Falco sparverius 
American oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus 
American woodcock Scolopax minor 
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
Baltimore oriole Icterus galbula 
Bank swallow Riparia riparia 
Barn owl Tyto alba 
Barred owl Strix varia 
Belted kingfisher Ceryle alcyon 
Black skimmer Rynchops niger 
Black-and-white warbler Mniotilta varia 
Black-bellied plover Pluvialis squatarola 
Black-billed cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus 
Blackburnian warbler Dendroica fusca 
Black-crowned night heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
Black-throated blue warbler Dendroica caerulescens 
Black-throated green warbler Dendroica virens 
Blue-headed vireo Vireo solitarius 
Blue-winged teal Anas discors 
Blue-winged warbler Vermivora pinus 
Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus 
Broad-winged hawk Buteo platypterus 
Brown creeper Certhia americana 
Brown thrasher Toxostoma rufum 
Canada warbler Wilsonia canadensis 
Cattle egret Bubulcus ibis 
Cerulean warbler Dendroica cerulea 
Chestnut-sided warbler Dendroica pensylvanica 
Chimney swift Chaetura pelagica 
Clapper rail Rallus longirostris 
Cliff swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 
Common moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Common nighthawk Chordeiles minor 
Common tern Sterna hirundo 
Common yellowthroat Geothylpis trichas 
Double-crested cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus 



Dunlin Calidris alpina 
Eastern kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus 
Eastern meadowlark Sturnella magna 
Eastern towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus 
Field sparrow Spizella pusilla 
Gadwall Anas strepera 
Glossy ibis Plegadis falcinellus 
Golden-crowned kinglet Regulus satrapa 
Grasshopper sparrow Ammodramus savannarum 
Gray catbird Dumetella carolinensis 
Great black-backed gull Larus marinus 
Great blue heron Ardea herodias 
Great crested flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 
Great egret Ardea alba 
Greater yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 
Green-winged teal Anas crecca 
Hairy woodpecker Picoides villosus 
Harlequin duck Histrionicus histrionicus 
Hermit thrush Catharus guttatus 
Herring gull Larus argentatus 
Hooded warbler Wilsonia citrina 
Horned lark Eremophila alpestris 
Indigo bunting Passerina cyanea 
King rail Rallus elegans 
Least bittern  Ixobrychus exilis 
Least flycatcher Empidonax minimus 
Least sandpiper Calidris minutilla 
Least tern Sterna antillarum 
Lesser yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 
Little blue heron Egretta caerulea 
Long-eared owl Asio otus 
Louisiana waterthrush Seiurus motacilla 
Marsh wren Cistothorus palustris 
Nashville warbler Vermivora ruficapilla 
Northern bobwhite Colinus virginianus 
Northern flicker Colaptes auratus 
Northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis 
Northern harrier Circus cyaneus 
Northern parula Parula americana 
Northern waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis 
Orchard oriole Icterus spurius 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus 
Pectoral sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
Peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus 



Pied-billed grebe Podilymbus podiceps 
Pileated woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 
Piping plover Charadrius melodus 
Prairie warbler Dendroica discolor 
Prothonotary warbler Protonotaria citrea 
Purple finch Carpodacus purpureus 
Purple martin Progne subis 
Purple sandpiper Calidris maritima 
Red knot Calidris canutus 
Red-breasted nuthatch Sitta canadensis 
Ring-necked pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Roseate tern Sterna dougallii 
Rose-breasted grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 
Ruddy turnstone Arenaria interpres 
Ruffed grouse Bonasa umbellus 
Saltmarsh sharp-tailed sparrow Ammodramus caudacutus 
Sanderling Calidris alba 
Savannah sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 
Scarlet tanager Piranga olivacea 
Seaside sparrow Ammodramus maritimus 
Semipalmated plover Charadrius semipalmatus 
Semipalmated sandpiper Calidris pusilla 
Sharp-shinned hawk Accipiter striatus 
Short-billed dowitcher Limnodromus griseus 
Short-eared owl Asio flammeus 
Snowy egret Egretta thula 
Solitary sandpiper Tringa solitaria 
Sora Porzana carolina 
Spotted sandpiper Actitis macularia 
Upland sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus 
White-rumped sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 
Willet Catoptrophorus semipalmatus
Willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii 
Wilson's snipe Gallinago delicata 
Winter wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
Wood thrush Hylocichla mustelina 
Worm-eating warbler Helmitheros vermivorus 
Yellow warbler Dendroica petechia 
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 
Yellow-breasted chat Icteria virens 
Yellow-crowned night heron Nyctanassa violacea 
Yellow-rumped warbler Dendroica coronata 
Yellow-throated vireo Vireo flavifrons 



 
 
 

GCN Reptiles and Amphibians (HERPETOFAUNA)    (total 21) 
Common Name Scientific Name 

Amphibians (9) 
Dusky salamander Desmognathus fuscus 
Eastern newt Notophthalmus viridescens 
Eastern spadefoot toad Scaphiopus holbrookii 
Four-toed salamander Hemidactylium scutatum 
Fowler's toad Bufo fowleri 
Marbled salamander Ambystoma opacum 
Northern leopard frog Rana pipiens 
Spring salamander Gyrinophilus porphyriticus 
Wood frog Rana sylvatica 

Reptiles (12) 
Atlantic green turtle Chelonia mydas mydas 
Atlantic hawksbill turtle Eretmochelys imbricate 
Black rat snake Elaphe obsolete 
Diamondback terrapin Malaclemys terrapin 
Eastern box turtle Terrapene Carolina 
Eastern hognose snake Heterodon platirhinos 
Eastern ribbon snake Thamnophis sauritus 
Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle Lepidochelys kempii 
Leatherback turtle Dermochelys coriacea 
Loggerhead turtle Caretta caretta 
Spotted turtle Clemmys guttata 
Wood turtle Clemmys insculpta 
 
 

GCN FISH (total 31) 
Common Name Scientific Name 
Alewife Alosa pseudoharengus   
American brook lamprey Lampetra appendix 
American eel Anguilla rostrata 
American goosefish (monkfish) Lophius americanus  
American sand lance Ammodytes americanus  
American shad Alosa sapidissima 
Atlantic menhaden Brevoortia tyrannus   
Atlantic salmon Salmo salar 
Atlantic tomcod Microgadus tomcod  
Banded sunfish Enneacanthus obesus 
Blacknose dace Rhinichthys atratulus 
Blueback herring Alosa aestivalis 
Bridle shiner Notropis bifrenatus 



Brook trout Salvelinus fontinalis 
Common shiner Luxilus cornutus 
Creek chubsucker Erimyzon oblongus 
Cunner Tautogolabrus adspersus  
Hogchoker Trinectes maculatus   
Lined seahorse Hippocampus erectus  
Longnose dace Rhinichthys cataractae 
Northern kingfish Menticirrhus saxatilis  
Oyster toadfish Opsanus tau  
Rainbow smelt Osmerus mordax 
Redbreast sunfish Lepomis auritus 
Sea raven Hemitripterus americanus  
Skates sp Raja spp. 
Smooth dogfish Mustelus canis  
Spotfin killifish* Fundulus luciae 
Weakfish Cynoscion regalis  
Windowpane Scophthalmus aquosus  
Winter flounder Pseudopleuronectes americanus
 
 

GCN INVERTS (total 157) 
Common Name Scientific Name 
A buck moth Hemileuca maia 
A diving beetle Cybister fimbriolatus 
A dung beetle Copris fricator 
A dung beetle Dichotomius carolinus 
A flea beetle Phyllotreta chalybeipennis 
A ground beetle Bembidion confusum 
A ground beetle Bembidion semicinctum 
A ground beetle Carabus serratus 
A ground beetle Carabus sylvosus 
A ground beetle Carabus vinctus 
A ground beetle Omophron tesselatum 
A hister beetle Hister arcuatus 
A noctuid moth Aplectoides condita 
A noctuid moth Metaxaglaea violacea 
A noctuid moth Zale submediana 
A silphid beetle Thanatophilus lapponicus 
A tiger beetle Cicindela tranquebarica 
Acadian hairstreak Satyrium acadicum 
Alewife floater Anodonta implicata 
American burying beetle Nicrophorus americanus 
American rubyspot Hetaerina americana 
An arctiid moth Grammia speciosa 
Arrow clubtail Stylurus spiniceps 



Arrowhead spiketail Cordulegaster obliqua 
Backwater bluet Enallagma weewa 
Baltimore Euphydryas phaeton 
Barrens chaetaglaea Chaetaglaea tremula 
Barrens tiger beetle Cicindela patruela 
Barrens xylotype Xylotype capax 
Bay shrimp Crangon septemspinosa 
Benjamin's abagrotis Abagrotis crumbi benjamini
Blue crab Callinectes sapidus 
Blue mussel Mytilus edulis 
Blueberry sallow Apharetra dentata 
Bog copper Lycaena epixanthe 
Broad-winged skipper Poanes viator 
Bronze copper Lycaena hyllus 
Brook floater Alasmidonta varicosa 
Brook snaketail Ophiogomphus aspersus 
Brown elfin Callophrys augustinus 
Clay banks tiger beetle Cicindela limbalis 
Club tunicate Styela clava 
Coastal swamp metarranthis Metarranthis pilosaria 
Columbine duskywing Erynnis lucilius 
Comet darner Anax longipes 
Common sanddragon Progomphus obscurus 
Coppery emerald Somatochlora georgiana 
Crimson-ringed whiteface Leucorrhinia glacialis 
Deep sea scallop Placopecten magellanicus 
Delta-spotted spiketail Cordulegaster diastatops 
Dusted skipper Atrytonopsis hianna 
Eastern pearlshell Margaritifera margaritifera 
Eastern pine elfin Callophrys niphon 
Eastern pond mussel Ligumia nasuta 
Edwards' hairstreak Satyrium edwardsii 
Fiddler crabs Uca spp. 
Frosted elfin Callophrys irus 
Golden star tunicate Botryllus schlosseri 
Green crab Carcinus maenas 
Harvester Feniseca tarquinius 
Henry's elfin Callophrys henrici 
Hessel's hairstreak Callophrys hesseli 
Hickory hairstreak Satyrium caryaevorum 
Hoary elfin Callophrys polios 
Horseshoe crab Limulus polyhemus 
Lampmussel Lampsilis radiata 
Lobster Homarus americanus 
Long finned squid Loligo pealeii 



Lyre-tipped spreadwing Lestes unguiculatus 
Maine snaketail Ophiogomphus mainensis 
Mantis shrimp Squilla empusa 
Meadow fritillary Boloria bellona 
Mulberry wing Poanes massasoit 
Mustached clubtail Gomphus adelphus 
Noctuid moth Lithophane baileyi 
Northeastern beach tiger beetle Cicindela dorsalis 
Northern hairstreak Fixsenia favonius ontario 
Northern pearly eye Enodia anthedon 
Olive hairstreak Callophrys gryneus 
Orange sheath tunicate Botrylloides diegensis 
Pale greeen pinion moth Lithophane viridipallens 
Persius duskywing Erynnis persius 
Pine barrens bluet Enallagma recurvatum 
Pine barrens nepytia Nepytia sp 1 
Pine barrens tiger beetle Cicindela formosa 
Pine barrens zale Zale sp 1 
Pitcher plant borer Papaipema appassionata 
Purple tiger beetle Cicindela purpurea 
Quahog Mercenaria mercenaria 
Red-bellied tiger beetle Cicindela rufiventris 
Regal fritillary Speyeria idalia 
Ringed boghaunter Williamsonia lintneri 
Rock crab Cancer irroiatus 
Salt marsh tiger beetle Cicindela marginata 
Scarlet bluet Enallagma pictum 
Sea grapes Molgula manhattensis 
Sea star Asterias spp. 
Sea vase Ciona intestinalis 
Seabeach tiger beetle Cicindela hirticollis 
Sleepy duskywing Erynnis brizo 
Southern pygmy clubtail Lanthus vernalis 
Southern sprite Nehalennia integricollis 
Spatterdock darner Aeshna mutata 
Spider crabs Libinia spp. 
Spine-crowned clubtail Gomphus abbreviatus 
Sponge beds Family porferia 
Squawfoot Strophitus undulatus 
Taper-tailed darner Gomphaeschna antilope 
Thaxter's pinon moth Lithophane thaxteri 
Tidewater mucket Leptodea ochracea 
Triangle floater Alasmidonta undulata 
Twin-spotted spiketail Cordulegaster maculata 
Whelk Busycon spp. 



White m hairstreak Parrhasius m-album 
Zebra clubtail Stylurus scudderi 
 Agonum darlingtoni 
 Alobates morio 
 Amara chalcea 
 Anaedus brunneus 
 Brachinus cyanipennis 
 Calathus ingratus 
 Calosoma wilcox 
 Canthon pilularius 
 Canthon vigilans 
 Coccinella novemnotata 
 Cotalpa lanigera 
 Desmocerus palliatus 
 Geospinus incrassatus 
 Scaphinotus elevatus 
 Strategus antaeus 
 Argyrostrotis anilis 
 Capis curvata 
 Catocala antinympha 
 Catocala muliercula 
 Cepphis decoloraria 
 Conservula anodonta 
 Crymodes burgessi 
 Cycnia inopinatus 
 Darapsa versicolor 
 Exyra fax 
 Fagitana littera 
 Faronata rubripennis 
 Homophoberia cristata 
 Iodopepla u-album 
 Macrochilo louisiana 
 Meropleon diversicolor 
 Oligia minuscula 
 Orosagrotis perpolita 
 Plagodis kuetzingi 
 Psaphida thaxterianus 
 Scopula purata 
 Sideridis maryx 
 Thysanopyga intractata 
 Zale curema 
 Zanclognatha martha 
 Apldium spp. 
 Ascidiella aspersa 
 


