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PROPOSED REPEAL OF REGULATION

In conjunction with proposed repeal of “RIMFR Part 10 — Equipment
Restrictions”, “Part 13 — Gillnet Regulations”, and “Part 14 — Fish
Traps” and proposed ADOPTION of RIMER “Part 6 — General
Equipment Provisions”

Public hearing
March 14, 2016

AUTHORITY: Title 20, Chapters 42-17.1, 42-17.6, and 42-17.7, and in accordance with Chapter 42-35-
18(b)(5), Administrative Procedures Act of the Rhode Island General Laws of 1956, as amended.



NOTE: This requlation is proposed to be repealed, however most of
the lanquage is not in actuality proposed for repeal, but is only
proposed to be re-located to a new regulation “Part 6 — General

Equipment Provisions” as part of aregulation re-structuring effort
designed to improve the readability and clarity of Marine Fisheries
reqgulations.

In many instances the language is proposed to be revised as it is re-
located. This summary provides annotated changes to assist the
reader with understanding the proposed changes

Commented [DP(1]: Belongs In Licensing regs. As covered
in statute, ok to remove here and place in Licensing later

11.2 Otter Trawls, Pair Trawls, and Beam Trawls:

[11.2.1 Areas Prohibited: Unless otherwise specified in regulations adopted by the
Department, and except for those areas described in § 20-4-3, no person shall
operate a beam, pair, or otter trawl or other mechanical trawling device in the

iSakonnet River, Narragansett Bay, in Point Judith Pond, so-called, in the towns of Commented [DP(2]: No trawling devices in the Upper Sak
Narragansett and South Kingstown R River Marine Life Mgmt. Area and Upper Narr. Bay Trawling

v Area only, as said below in “Areas Allowed”. Poorly written as

, or in Potter Pond, so-called, in the town of South Kingstown, or in worded. Prohibition being re-located to Equipment Regs
Great Salt Pond, so-called, in the town of New Shoreham. (RIGL 20-4-2) - (section 6.5.2(C)
5 Commented [DP(3]: All netting prohibited per section
. . . . L 11.4.2 of this regulation. Broad prohibition for all netting in all
112 3 Areas-Allewed: Any-licensedresidentcommercial-fisherman-and-a | waters re-located to Equipment Regs section 6.5.1

| Commented [DP(4]: Some redundancy with section 11.3.3
of this reg. Specific salt pond trawling prohibitions re-located
to Equipment Regs section 6.5.2(C)

Commented [DP(5]: Being re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.2(C)

Commented [DP(6]: Duplicate with 11.2.1, 11.4.7, and
11.10

11.3.1 Seining: Hisitegatto No person shall set, haul, and/or maintain a seine



along the shoreline within one half (*2) mile in both directions of the seaward en-
trance to any ef-the coastal salt ponds-and-+ivers channels listed below when the
area coastal salt pond is open to the sea. This seining prohibition shall also extend
seaward for a distance of three hundred (300) yards. The following areas shall be
covered by this regulation: Quicksand Pond ard channel, Tunipus Pond aré
channel, Cards Pond and channel, Trustom Pond and channel, Quonochontaug
Pond and channel, Charlestown Pond ard channel, Winnapaug Pond ard channel.

11.3.3 Trawling Devices: \It is illegal to set, haul, and/or maintain a trawling device
in any of the ehannels, ponds, and/or rivers as follows: Quicksand Pond are
ehannel, Tunipus Pond and-channel, Briggs Marsh and-channel, Round Pond and
channel, Narrow River and-channel, Point Judith Pond and-channel,

ehannelL Potter Pond and-channel, - Card Pond and-channel,

Green Hill Pond and-echannel, Trustom Pond ard-channel, and Winnapaug Pond and

11.4 Seines, Trawling Devices, and Gill Net prohibitions by Geographic Area:

11.4.1 Pawcatuck River and Little Narragansett Bay: [Except as herein provided for
Menhaden, it shall be illegal to set, maintain, or haul a gill net for any species in that
portion of Rhode Island waters in the Pawcatuck River or Little Narragansett Bay
and within one and one half (1 %2) miles south (true) and west (true) of Napatree

February 1 and April 15 of each year, all netting (including Menhaden gill netting)
shall be prohibited north of a line from Pawcatuck Rock to Thompson Point.

11.4.2 Point Judith Pond and Potter Pond: |All netting, except licensed fish traps,
shall be prohibited in the Harbor of Refuge and the southern portion of Point Judith
Pond. This area shall be defined as including the water area encompassed by the
Harbor of Refuge Breakwater and will be bounded on the north by a line from Straw-

will be prohibited in Point Judith Pond and-channel-EastPend-and-channel, Potter
Pond and channel the Interior Harbor of Refuge, and within one hundred (100)
yards seaward of the Harbor of Refuge Breakwater| Otter trawling inside the Harbor
of Refuge, Point Judith Pond, East-Pend, and within one hundred (100) yards
seaward of the Harbor of Refuge Breakwater shall be prohibited| It shall be illegal to
set, haul, and/or maintain a seine in the southern portion of Point Judith Pond (as
defined above), the Harbor of Refuge and within one hundred (100) yards seaward

Commented [DP(7]: Duplicate. All netting prohibited in all
coastal salt pond channels as specified in several locations
throughout this reg. Broad prohibition re-located to Equipment
Regs section 6.5.1

purposes of this regulation

Commented [DP(8]: Obsolete name; does not exist for the }

11.4.2 of these regs. Broad prohibition for all netting in this

Commented [DP(9]: All netting prohibited per section
areas re-located to Equipment Regs section 6.5.1

Commented [DP(10]: Some redundancy with section
11.2.1 of this reg. All netting is prohibited in all coastal salt
pond channels as specified in multiple sections throughout
this regulation. Broad prohibition re-located to Equipment
Regs section 6.5.1. Specific pond trawling prohibitions re-
located to Equipment Regs section 6.5.2(C)

Commented [DP(11]: Being re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.3(B)(6)

[Commented [DP(12]: Redundant. Definition of Bait Gillnet

Commented [DP(13]: No such term. Means “Bait gillnet”.
Broad provision requiring return of non-bait species when
gillnetting for bait provided in section 6.5.3(A) of Equipment
Regs

{ Commented [DP(14]: Re-worded to apply to all bait }

species and re-located to Equipment Regs section 6.5.3(A)

Commented [DP(15]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.1(F)

Commented [DP(16]: Specifies that “all” netting prohibited
in this area. “Southern portion of PJ Pond” not previously
mentioned in reg. Re-located as broad prohibition to 6.5.1
Equipment Regs

Commented [DP(17]: Gillnetting prohibited in all coastal
ponds per GN regs section 13.6. Re-located to Equipment
regs section 11.3.2(F)

[Commented [DP(18]: All netting prohibited

Commented [DP(19]: All netting prohibited as stated in
beginning of paragraph. Re-located to Equipment Regs 6.5.1




of the Harbor of Refuge Breakwater. |In addition, in the northern portion of Point
Judith Pond, all netting shall be prohibited in the Narrows bounded on the west by a
line from Betty Hull Point to Short Point, and on the east by a line from Blue Rock
Point to Old Cellar Point. All netting shall also be prohibited north of a line from Ram
Point to Squally Point.

11.4.3 Potter Pond and Channel: |It shall be illegal to set, haul, and/or maintain a gill
net or otter trawl in Potter Pond and channel. All netting in Potter Pond channel
shall be prohibited between Gooseberry Island on the east end of the channel to the
west end of Potter Pond channel. Netting-will- be-permitted-in Succotash-Marsh/ [n

the northern portion of Potter Pond, all netting shall be prohibited within one hundred
(100) feet of the Captain's Brook.

11.4.4 Narrow River: |It shall be illegal to set, haul, and/or maintain a trawling device
or gill net in Narrow River channel. All netting shall be prohibited in Narrow River
channel (refer to definition section), and within three hundred (300) yards of the
seaward entrance to Narrow River. In addition, all netting shall be prohibited in
Narrow River between Middle Bridge and a point located eight hundred (800) feet
north of Bridgetown Road Bridge (Route 138), within one hundred (100) feet north
and south sides of the upper Narrows, and within one hundred (100) feet east and
west of the seaward mouth of Gilbert Stuart Brook.|

[11.4.5 Charlestown Pond: Otter trawling is prohibited on Saturdays, Sundays, and
official State holidays: New Year's Day, Martin Luther King Day, Memorial Day, Inde-
pendence Day, V.J. Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans' Day, Thanksgiving
Day, and Christmas in the-area that portion of the pond described as south of a
line between Marsh Point and Horseshoe Point on the Arnolds shore, west of a line
between DEM markers on Marsh Point and Marsh Neck Point. The prohibited area
is bounded on the west by a line between the east shore of the Foster Cove channel
and a DEM marker on the barrier beach.

(A) All fixed gear is prohibited in the Foster Cove Channel and in the narrows in
Charlestown Pond. |

[11.4.6 Quonochontaug Pond: Otter trawling in Quonochontaug Pond is prohibited
on Saturdays, Sundays, and official State holidays: New Year's Day, Martin Luther
King Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, V.J. Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day,
Veterans' Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas in the-area that portion of the
pond described as south of a line running easterly from a DEM marker at the end of
Quahaug Point to the northern end of Nopes (Barn) Island. The area is berdered
bounded on the west by a line running south from Quahaug Point to a DEM marker
on the barrier beach.

11.4.7 Upper Sakonnet River Marine Life Management Area: The Upper Sakonnet
River Marine Life Management Area is designated a Marine Life Management
Area pursuant to RIGL 20-3 4, and is described as that portion of the Upper

Commented [DP(20]: All netting prohibited in sentence
above. Re-located to Equipment Regs section 6.5.1

Commented [DP(21]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.1

Commented [DP(22]: Otter trawling prohibition in Potter re-
located to Equipment Regs section 6.5.2(D). Gillnetting
prohibition in Potter re-located to Equipment Regs section
6.5.3(B) (6)

Commented [DP(23]: Being re-located to Equipment Regs

|
|
{section 6.5.1
|
|
(

applies to channel, covered by default

Commented [DP(25]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.1

Commented [DP(24]: Not specifically re-stated. Prohibition }

Commented [DP(26]: All netting prohibited in all channels

Commented [DP(27]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.1

Commented [DP(28]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.2(D)

Commented [DP(29]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.1(G)

Commented [DP(30]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.2(D)




Sakonnet River which lies north of a line from McCurry Pt. in Portsmouth to the
southern end of Jack's Island (so-called) in Tiverton, and thatpertion-ofthe
SakennetRiver which lies south of the Sakonnet River Bridge (Rt. 24) to-the

southom-bovndon:

(A) Closed Area: This area is closed to trawling devices. Commented [DP(31]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.2(C)

[11.5 Fyke Net Regulations: It shall be illegal to use a fyke net for the purpose of taking
any fish if said fyke net leader exceeds one hundred (100) feet in length, has a
stretched mesh greater than two and one half (2 1/2) inches, a leader which extends
more than four (4) feet off the bottom, is not tended every forty-eight (48) hours, and
which is within two hundred and fifty (250) feet of any other fishing net. Anyone setting
a fyke net must register said gear with the-Department DEW. {Commented [DP(32]: Re-worded and re-located to }

Equipment Regs section 6.5.4

[11.6 Use of Explosives: The use of explosives as a fishing device in the internal and
territorial waters of the State of Rhode Island shall-be is prohibited. | {Commented [DP(33]: Re-located to Equipment Regs }

section 6.3

11.7 Obstruction of Migratory Fish Regulations—Statewide Passage: H-shalibe

#Hegatte No person shall obstruct the free passage of anadromous or catadromous
fISh in any ofthe coastal rlvers streams, andfor estuarwes of the State of Rhode Island.

Commented [DP(34]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.4

[11.8 Marking of Traps: The owner of every trap, pot, or other stationary contrivance {gg;;"v;ﬁ:r‘:gu[cﬁ';gﬂay'*gg ‘;g';fttha‘ s "y et
used for the taking of marine fish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other invertebrates being

fished in the waters of this state, and the owner of any trap or pot for catching or cars, or
other contrivance for keeping lobsters, shall mark each such trap, pot, or contrivance,
together with the buoy which is attached thereto, with the name or names of the owners
thereof or the person or persons using the same, and the license number or numbers of

such person or persons. Evepy—persen—famngute#na%k—eaeh—trapﬂas—prewded—mm {Commented [DP(37]: Re-located to Equipment Provisions }
q R section 6.2

(D R

[Commented [DP(36]: Duplicate. FF regs

Commented [DP(38]: All references to specific
fines/penalties deleted and replaced with general provision at
end of reg




(

Commented [DP(39]: Duplicate. Contained in FF regs

[11.9 Unauthorized Raising of Traps, Pots, and Devices: No person except the Director
shall unduly disturb, lift, raise, molest, or remove any animal from a trap, pot, or other
such device of a person licensed under this Title, without the written permission of that
person. (RIGL 20-4-8)

11.10 Upper Narragansett Bay Trawling Area: The Upper Narragansett Bay
Trawling Area is designated a Marine Life Management Area pursuant to RIGL 20-
3-4, and is described as the area waters is encompassed by the following lines: the
southern boundary of the Upper Narragansett Bay jette| trawling area is defined as a

line from Spink Neck in the Town of North Kingstown to Pine Hill Point on Prudence
Island, thence from Homestead Dock on the easterly shore of Prudence Island, thence

[

Commented [DP(40]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.1

[

Commented [DP(41]: Not part of the title and seasonal
allowance applies to all trawling devices




northeasterly to Hog Island Shoal Light, and thence to the north abutment of the Mt.
Hope Bridge in the Town of Bristol; the western boundary of the area is a line from
Sandy Point in the City of Warwick to the southern tip of Warwick Point in the City of
Warwick; the northern boundary of the area is a line from the dock at Rocky Point in
Warwick to the southern tip of Poppasquash Point in Bristol, thence to Hog Island Light,
and thence to the northern abutment of the Mt. Hope Bridge in Bristol |

[11.10.1 The use of beam trawls, otter trawls, pair trawls, or any other mechanical
trawling device is allowed in the Upper Narragansett Bay Trawling Area between

July 1st and November 1st annually, but not on weekends and legal State holidays. |

11.11 Narragansett Bay, Mt. Hope Bay, Sakonnet River, Charlestown and
Quonochontaug Ponds Winter Mesh Size Regulations: This area is defined as all
Rhode Island State waters which are north of the following lines: north of a line running
from easternmost extension of Carrier Pier to Conanicut Pt. to the tips of the T Pier on
Prudence Island to Carr's Point; and north of a line from Sachuest Pt. to Sakonnet
Point; and all waters north of Quonochontaug and Charlestown Breachways. Except as
provided for in Section 7.08-2 and 11.19, in that portion of the area described above
which is open to trawling, it is illegal to utilize an otter trawl during the period November
1 to February 28, (inclusive) which has any mesh which measures less than 6"
stretched mesh (measured inside knot to inside knot). |

Commented [DP(42]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.2(C)

Commented [DP(43]: Being re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.2(C)

Commented [DP(44]: Re-located to Equipment Regs
section 6.5.2(E)

( commented [DP(45]: Obsolete. )




