Rhode Island Wildlife Action Plan Species Profiles
Species of Greatest Conservation Need

Beach Birds BIRDS

Description
Beaches are small linear strips of specialized habitat that host a wide variety of plants and animals found
nowhere else. Beaches are also under a great deal of stress from a variety of recreational uses, including
vehicles, dog-walking, and other forms of disturbance. Increased populations of subsidized predators, such as
skunks and raccoons, also plague birds that attempt to nest in such habitats. Piping Plovers and Least Terns nest
exclusively in coastal beach habitats.

Species

Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia)
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus)
Least Tern (Sternula antillarum)
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Spotted Sandpiper BIRDS
Beach Birds

Actitis macularia
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Image: Carlos Pedro ~See map disclaimer in profiles introduction

Distribution & Abundance

The Spotted Sandpiper nests throughout most of North America and winters from the southern United States
through the Caribbean, Central America and much of South America. In Rhode Island, this species is an
uncommon breeding species and also an uncommon stopover migrant. Spotted Sandpipers nest in dune
vegetation along the coast and also on lake shores, where they hide their nest on the ground in thick dry
vegetation. Spotted Sandpipers prefer open country and were formerly common in sheep pastures or other
agricultural lands near water. Because of the maturation of forests, it is likely that the most Spotted Sandpiper
nesting now occurs only along the coast. However, nesting sites are scattered throughout the state and are
difficult to monitor. Nevertheless, sites that are surveyed often (e.g., Napatree Point) suggest a long-term
decline. This is not surprising because Spotted Sandpipers are prone to the pressures faced by all ground-nesting
species that prefer beach habitats. Spotted Sandpipers also occur as migrants, with the peak southbound
numbers passing through Rhode Island in July. The last decade has had only about ten Rhode Island counts of
more than 15 birds, all of which have occurred at Napatree Point. The highest of these was a total of 33 Spotted
Sandpipers on 22 July 2010. Conservation actions include developing a standardized survey protocol to assess
the current spatial distribution of this species throughout the state.

Habitat Community: Inland Pond and River Shore, Type: Shallow

Status

FED: FWS. SRANK: S4B,54N. GRANK: G5. Shrbrd: 1. USSCP: LC. AJV BCR: M. CODES: B. Res/B: 1. GRP: 50.
PRIOR: 1. Climate Change Vulnerability: Med = by 2050 (Habitat loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Residential and commercial development; Disturbance to nesting habitat and feeding areas

Actions: e Land/water protection; Work with state and non profits to conserve nesting and feeding
habitats. Rank: 2

e Site/area protection. Rank: 2
e Site/area management. Rank: 3
e Education and awareness. Rank: 3
e Awareness and communications. Rank: 3
Threat 2 - Problematic native species; Nest predators
Actions: e Education and awareness. Rank: 3
e Site/area management. Rank: 3
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e Invasives/problematic species control. Rank: 3
Threat 3 - Climate change and severe weather; Sea level rise
Actions: e Habitat and natural process restoration. Rank: 3
e Site/area protection. Rank: 3
e Site/area management. Rank: 2
Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis; Initiate monitoring of primary resources. Rank: 3
Threat 5 - Shipping lanes; Oil pollution
Actions: e Law and policy; Double hulled barge requirement. Rank: 2
e Site/area management. Rank:2

Refer to the Community: Inland Pond and River Shore, Type: Shallow - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this species.
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Piping Plover BIRDS
: Beach Birds

Charadrius melodus

. Abundant

. Common

@ Rare

o Nesting

Site
(o]
IR
& &
oo0°
B ok
o
e -
Image: Peter WC Paton ~See map disclaimer in profiles introduction

Distribution & Abundance

The Piping Plover is a short-distance Nearctic migrant. The breeding distribution of the Piping Plover consists of
three disjunct areas; the Atlantic Coast, the Great Lakes, and the Great Plains. In 1986, the Atlantic Coast
population was listed by the USFWS as threatened, with the other range components also assigned ESA status.
At the time of its listing, the Rhode Island population was down to about 10 nesting pairs. After federal
protection and intensive management for the nearly three decades, the state-wide population now is estimated
to be approximately 90 nesting pairs. Piping Plovers also occur in Rhode Island as migrants. This species does
not winter this far north and the spring migration peak is not evident from local data, suggesting that most birds
arrive directly on the breeding grounds. The fall migratory peak is more evident and occurs between late June
and late July. Transient birds during fall consist of post-breeding adults and juvenile. Piping Plovers nest on
coastal sandy beaches and dry overwash areas adjacent to tidewater. Adults and young forage in the intertidal
zone of barrier beaches and also use mudflats, where they tend to occur on migration with Semipalmated
Sandpipers, and Least and Semipalmated Sandpipers. The Piping Plover is one of the most intensively monitored
birds in North America. Because of its federal status, continued monitoring, management, and protection of
prime foraging areas are necessary.

Habitat Community: Coastal Beach and Dune, Type: Maritime Beach Strand

Status

IUCN Rank: NT. FEDSTAT: FE. FED: FWS. STSTAT: SE. SRANK: S1B,SIN. GRANK: G3. STATE: E-1(1-1). RSGCN: H-
VH. NALCC: X (B). Shrbrd: 1. USSCP: HI. PIF BCPSN: Tier | A. AJV BCR: HH. CODES: B. Res/B: 1. GRP: 81.
PRIOR: 1. Climate Change Vulnerability: High = by 2030 (Habitat loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Residential and commercial development; Disturbance to nesting habitat and feeding areas

Actions: e Land/water protection; Work with state and non profits to conserve nesting and feeding
habitats. Rank: 2

e Site/area protection. Rank: 2
e Site/area management. Rank: 3
e Education and awareness. Rank: 3
e Awareness and communications. Rank: 3
Threat 2 - Problematic native species; Nest predators
Actions: e Education and awareness. Rank: 3
e Site/area management. Rank: 3
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e Invasives/problematic species control. Rank: 3
Threat 3 - Climate change and severe weather; Sea level rise
Actions: e Habitat and natural process restoration. Rank: 3
e Site/area protection. Rank: 3
e Site/area management. Rank: 2
Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis; Initiate monitoring of primary resources. Rank: 3
Threat 5 - Shipping lanes; Oil pollution
Actions: e Law and policy; Double hulled barge requirement. Rank: 2
e Site/area management. Rank:2

Refer to the Community: Coastal Beach and Dune, Type: Maritime Beach Strand - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this species.
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Distribution & Abundance

The Least Tern is a Neotropical migrant and has three disjunct nesting populations, a population along the
Atlantic Coast, an interior population, and a small population in coastal regions of California and Baja. In Rhode
Island, this species nests on small sandy islands and more commonly on barrier beaches. Least Terns aggregate
into colonies and place their nests directly on the sand on flat sections of beaches or overwash fans. Least Terns
are highly mobile and face many threats in these habitats from mammalian and avian predation, tidal surges,
and excessive recreational use of beaches. Following disturbance, they frequently abandon and move to
another site to renest. For this reason, nesting sites are used somewhat irregularly and recruitment is episodic;
negligible in some years and good in others. Even with this variability, however, surveys suggest that the
number of Least Terns in this area have declined in recent years, both with respect to total number of nesting
birds and the number of utilized nesting locations. This species used to nest at 3-4 locations in Narragansett Bay,
but there have been no documented nesting records at any of these sites for several years. Because some Least
Terns nesting colonies occur at sites occupied by Piping Plovers, many colonies receive some level of protection
and monitoring by the USFWS. However, it is imperative that Least Terns receive active management and
monitoring in the future due to the large number of threats potentially impacting this species including sea level
rise.

Habitat Community: Coastal Beach and Dune, Type: Maritime Beach Strand

Status

IUCN Rank: LC. FED: FWS. STSTAT: ST. SRANK: S2B,S2N. GRANK: G4. STATE: E-1(3-1). RSGCN: L-VH. PIF BCPSN:
Tier V. NATerns: 1. AJV BCR: H. CODES: B. Res/B: 1. GRP: 105. PRIOR: 1. Climate Change Vulnerability: High =
by 2030 (Habitat loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Residential and commercial development; Disturbance to nesting habitat and feeding areas

Actions: e Land/water protection; Work with state and non profits to conserve nesting and feeding
habitats. Rank: 2

e Site/area protection. Rank: 2
e Site/area management. Rank: 3
e Education and awareness. Rank: 3
e Awareness and communications. Rank: 3
Threat 2 - Problematic native species; Nest predators
Actions: e Education and awareness. Rank: 3

BIRDS (Page 6)



Rhode Island Wildlife Action Plan Species Profiles
Species of Greatest Conservation Need

e Site/area management. Rank: 3
e Invasives/problematic species control. Rank: 3
Threat 3 - Climate change and severe weather; Sea level rise
Actions: e Habitat and natural process restoration. Rank: 3
e Site/area protection. Rank: 3
e Site/area management. Rank: 2
Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis; Initiate monitoring of primary resources. Rank: 3
Threat 5 - Shipping lanes; Oil pollution
Actions: e Law and policy; Double hulled barge requirement. Rank: 2

Refer to the Community: Coastal Beach and Dune, Type: Maritime Beach Strand - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this species.
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Island Birds BIRDS

Description

This category of birds includes several species of herons, gulls and terns that tend to nest on uninhabited,
predator-free islands. Species accounts to follow include those for Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Black-crowned
Night-Heron, Glossy lbis, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Herring Gull, Common Tern and Roseate Tern (stopover
only). Certain species that were considered GCN species in the 2005 SWAP were omitted from the 2015 version.
Little Blue Heron and Cattle Egret no longer nest in the state. Double-crested Cormorants numbers have grown
so rapidly throughout the region and in many places there were concerted efforts designed to reduce
populations (e.g., Great Lakes). Great Black-backed Gulls, although declining throughout the region, are still so
abundant that they were not a conservation concern at this time. Because these species co-occur with others
dealt with in more detail, their omission or inclusion does not appreciably affect the species-habitat nexus or
the appropriate conservation actions for the colonial birds that were retained.

By the end of the 19th century, populations of most colonial birds including, gulls, terns, herons and egrets that
nested along the Atlantic coast had been decimated by unregulated hunting for eggs and feathers. The ancestral
status of these species in Rhode Island is conjectural, but, by the time the Ornithological Record began, some
had already been gone for many decades. Following legal protection after the passage of the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act and aggressive conservation action, populations began to recover and recolonize the Northeast.

Rhode Island has a rich history of colonial waterbird monitoring. After the Herring Gull began to nest in 1937,
casual surveys were conducted at nesting sites by ornithologists such as Roland Clement, David Emerson and
Robert Woodruff. Clement and Woodruff published a summary of the nesting status of gulls and terns in 1962
(Narragansett Naturalist). Many of the “southern” herons and egrets arrived later than the gulls, with several
species nesting in Rhode Island by the 1960s. Following recognition that egrets were nesting on islands in
Narragansett Bay, casual surveys were conducted by local ornithologists and then more consistent survey work
began by James Myers (RIDFW) and Richard Ferren in 1977. This work was summarized in 1998 (Rhode Island’s
Nesting Maritime Birds, Rl DEM) but monitoring continues to this day.

Gulls and terns nest on small islands, including structures and rooftops near tidewater, but the heron and egret
colonies occur on the larger uninhabited islands within Narragansett Bay (and Block Island). Many of these sites
were once owned by the military and, following abandonment, were incorporated as conservation property.
Several of these sites, including Hope Island, now reside within the Narragansett Bay Estuarine Research Reserve
(NOAA). Colonial birds nest on the ground or in low trees and are sensitive to disturbance and predation
(especially by mammals) at nesting sites. Primary conservation activities for these species include reducing
disturbance and consistent monitoring. Foraging habitats, usually salt marshes away from nesting sites, are also
important habitat components that will be threatened by rising sea levels.

Species

Great Egret (Ardea alba)
Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)
American Oystercatcher (Haematopus palliatus)
Herring Gull (Larus argentatus)
Yellow-crowned Night Heron (Nyctanassa violacea)
Black-crowned Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)
Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus)
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo)
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Distribution & Abundance

Great Egrets are long-distance Neotropical migrants that nest in a narrow band along the Atlantic and Pacific
Coast as far north as southern Maine and also throughout the mid-west along the Mississippi River. This species
winters in coastal regions in North America, and throughout Central America and much of South America. Great
Egrets were extirpated from Rhode Island for decades in the1900s until nesting birds were documented in early
1960’s. Great Egrets prefer to nest in low trees on larger uninhabited islands in Narragansett Bay and on Block
Island, with typically foraging habitat in salt marshes throughout coastal regions in the State. The North
American Waterbird Plan (2007) estimated about 180,000 breeding birds in North America and their nationwide
population was currently not at risk. However, locally the number of nesting pairs in Rhode Island peaked at
~250 nesting pairs in 2003 and has since gradually declined to ~123 pairs in 2013. Therefore local conservation
actions are needed, including continued monitoring of breeding birds, and protection of nesting sites and
foraging sites from human disturbance. Finally, the impacts of sea level rise could impact nesting and foraging
habitat. Large flocks of migrants stage in coastal salt marshes during spring and fall migration.

Habitat Community: Coastal Shrubland and Grassland, Type: Maritime Shrubland

Status

FED: FWS. STSTAT: C. SRANK: S1B,SZN. GRANK: G5. STATE: E-1(3-1). PIF BCPSN: Tier V. CODES: B. Res/B: 1.
GRP: 53. PRIOR: 1. Climate Change Vulnerability: Med = by 2050 (Habitat loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Invasive and other problematic species and genes; Introduction of predators to predator free
islands

Actions: e Species management; Prevent introduction of predators. Rank: 3
e Site/area management; Maintain forest/shrub habitat on nesting islands. Rank: 2

e Invasive/problematic species control; Control spread of phragmites in marshes and wetlands
that are foraging habitat. Rank: 2

Threat 2 - Recreational activities; Increased human disturbance of nesting habitat and foraging sites
Actions: e Awareness and communications; Educate public about disturbance factors. Rank: 2

e Policies and regulations; Policy regulations on buffer zones and land use or enforcement of
existing policies including wetland buffer. Rank: 2

Threat 3 - Habitat shifting and alteration; Loss of nesting and foraging habitat due to climate change

Actions: e Land/water protection; Protection of conservation of lands to allow for marsh migration. Rank:
3
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e Habitat and natural process restoration; Restoration of feeding and nesting habitat. Rank: 3
Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis. Rank: 2
Threat 5 - Other; Potential oil spills
Actions: e Compliance and enforcement. Rank: 2
e [legislation. Rank: 2

Refer to the Community: Coastal Shrubland and Grassland, Type: Maritime Shrubland - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this
species.
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Snowy Egret BIRDS
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Distribution & Abundance

Snowy Egrets are long-distance Neotropical migrants that nest along the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts of North
America and throughout the western US. The winter range is along the Gulf Coast, south throughout Central
America, and into South America. Snowy Egrets prefer to nest in low trees on larger uninhabited islands in
Narragansett Bay and on Block Island, with typically foraging habitat in salt marshes throughout coastal regions
in the State. In Rhode Island, this species also began to nest in the early 1960s. Breeding numbers peaked
earlier than the Great Egret, with the historical high counts ~300 nests in 1978-79, a steep decline to 91 pairs in
1984, an increase to 225 nests in 1991, and then a gradual decline to ~45 nests in 2013. Reasons for these local
fluctuations are unclear, but nationwide the number of breeding pairs has been high conservation concern due
to declining population trends (North American Waterbird Plan 2007). As with Great Egrets, conservation
actions include monitoring of breeding birds, and protection of nesting sites and foraging sites from human
disturbance, and monitoring impacts of sea-level rise on foraging habitat. Migrants stage in coastal salt marshes
during spring and fall migration.

Habitat Community: Coastal Shrubland and Grassland, Type: Maritime Shrubland

Status

IUCN Rank: LC. FED: FWS. STSTAT: C. SRANK: S1B,SZN. GRANK: G5. STATE: E-1(3-1). RSGCN: L-VH. NALCC: X
(B, NB). PIF BCPSN: Tier V. AJV BCR: M. CODES: B. Res/B: 1. GRP: 17. PRIOR: 1. Climate Change Vulnerability:
Med = by 2050 (Habitat loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Invasive and other problematic species and genes; Introduction of predators to predator free
islands

Actions: e Species management; Prevent introduction of predators. Rank: 3
e Site/area management; Maintain forest/shrub habitat on nesting islands. Rank: 2

* Invasive/problematic species control; Control spread of phragmites in marshes and wetlands
that are foraging habitat. Rank: 2

Threat 2 - Recreational activities; Increased human disturbance of nesting habitat and foraging sites
Actions: e Awareness and communications; Educate public about disturbance factors. Rank: 2

e Policies and regulations; Policy regulations on buffer zones and land use or enforcement of
existing policies including wetland buffer. Rank: 2

Threat 3 - Habitat shifting and alteration; Loss of nesting and foraging habitat due to climate change
Actions: e Land/water protection; Protection of conservation of lands to allow for marsh migration. Rank:
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3
e Habitat and natural process restoration; Restoration of feeding and nesting habitat. Rank: 3
Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis. Rank: 2
Threat 5 - Other; Potential oil spills
Actions: ¢ Compliance and enforcement. Rank: 2
e Legislation. Rank: 2

Refer to the Community: Coastal Shrubland and Grassland, Type: Maritime Shrubland - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this
species.
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Distribution & Abundance

The American Oystercatchers is a short-distance Neararctic migrant that nests along the Atlantic Coast from
Maine to Florida, along the Gulf Coast, along Baja, Mexico, and throughout coastal South America. This species
winters in most of these same areas, except populations in New England are migratory. In the past four decades,
the American Oystercatcher has expand their breeding distribution from the southern United States and is now
a localized breeding species in Rhode Island. Since the first documented nesting in 1976, the American
Oystercatcher population has reached about 30 nesting pairs in Rhode Island located on small predator-free
islands in Narragansett Bay, and Little Narragansett Bay where gulls and egrets also nest. American
Oystercatchers are an uncommon and localized migrant in Rhode Island. There is no obvious spring migratory
peak, which suggests that birds arrive abruptly on nesting grounds. The number of southbound migrants peak
between August 20 and September 20. Migrants tend to stage at foraging areas that have extensive mussel
beds, such as Napatree Point, where fall totals have exceeded 50 birds recently. Recent rangewide surveys by
the American Oystercatcher Working Group suggest their population has slowly increased recently in the past
decade to 11,200 birds in over 9,000 miles of potential habitat surveyed. The local population continues to
slowly expand and continued monitoring of nesting and staging sites is desirable. In addition, efforts to
minimize human disturbance at nesting sites and staging sites should be encouraged.

Habitat Community: Coastal Beach and Dune, Type: Maritime Beach Strand

Status

IUCN Rank: LC. FED: FWS. STSTAT: C. SRANK: S2B,S2N. GRANK: G5. STATE: E-1(3-1). RSGCN: L-VH. NALCC: X
(B). Shrbrd: 1. USSCP: HC. PIF BCPSN: Tier | A. AJV BCR: HH. CODES: B. Res/B: 1. GRP: 65. PRIOR: 1. Climate
Change Vulnerability: High = by 2030 (Habitat loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Invasive and other problematic species and genes; Introduction of predators to predator free
islands

Actions: e Species management; Prevent introduction of predators. Rank: 3
e Site/area management; Maintain forest/shrub habitat on nesting islands. Rank: 2

e Invasive/problematic species control; Control spread of phragmites in marshes and wetlands
that are foraging habitat. Rank: 2

Threat 2 - Recreational activities; Increased human disturbance of nesting habitat and foraging sites
Actions: e Awareness and communications; Educate public about disturbance factors. Rank: 2
e Policies and regulations; Policy regulations on buffer zones and land use or enforcement of
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existing policies including wetland buffer. Rank: 2
Threat 3 - Habitat shifting and alteration; Loss of nesting and foraging habitat due to climate change

Actions: e Land/water protection; Protection of conservation of lands to allow for marsh migration. Rank:
3

e Habitat and natural process restoration; Restoration of feeding and nesting habitat. Rank: 3
Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis. Rank: 2
Threat 5 - Other; Potential oil spills
Actions: e Compliance and enforcement. Rank: 2
e legislation. Rank: 2

Refer to the Community: Coastal Beach and Dune, Type: Maritime Beach Strand - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this species.
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Distribution & Abundance

The Herring Gull nests across North America from eastern Canada to Alaska through the sub-boreal areas of the
continent. Herring Gulls winter in the southeastern United States, in coastal Central America, and along the
Pacific Coast. In the early 1900s, this species did not nest in New England and this species was the first colonial
waterbird to re-colonize Rhode Island after the shooting era ended, with birds appearing on the Sakonnet
Islands in the 1940’s. The statewide nesting population rapidly increased and expanded to many other islands,
which was fueled by abundant food resources at several open garbage dumps in the state. The State nesting
population peaking in the 1980s at about 6000 pairs, as subsequently declined as landfills were capped and
Great Black-backed Gull nesting populations increased. As of 2013 in Rhode Island, approximately 1,600 pairs of
Herring Gulls were documented nesting at ~23 sites, with large numbers of non-breeding birds also documented
(C. Raithel, RI DFW). Herring Gulls are large ground-nesting birds that are sensitive to predation from mammals
(e.g., Raccoons), therefore they tend to nest at sites with no predators (i.e., predator-free islands or flat
rooftops). Although often considered to be an overabundant nuisance species, Herring Gulls are included in the
WAP because they require predator-free environments, and are indicative of places where other colonial
waterbirds do or could nest. There are control efforts currently taking place at the Central Landfill and local
airport, thus continued monitoring of this nesting colonies of this species seems warranted.

Habitat Community: Coastal Beach and Dune, Type: Maritime Herbaceous Dune

Status

IUCN Rank: LC. FED: FWS. SRANK: S3B,SZN. GRANK: G5. STATE: E-1(3-1). CODES: B. Res/B: 1. GRP: 16.
Climate Change Vulnerability: Med = by 2050 (Habitat loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Invasive and other problematic species and genes; Introduction of predators to predator free
islands

Actions: e Species management; Prevent introduction of predators. Rank: 3
e Site/area management; Maintain forest/shrub habitat on nesting islands. Rank: 2

e Invasive/problematic species control; Control spread of phragmites in marshes and wetlands
that are foraging habitat. Rank: 2

Threat 2 - Recreational activities; Increased human disturbance of nesting habitat and foraging sites
Actions: e Awareness and communications; Educate public about disturbance factors. Rank: 2

e Policies and regulations; Policy regulations on buffer zones and land use or enforcement of
existing policies including wetland buffer. Rank: 2
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Threat 3 - Habitat shifting and alteration; Loss of nesting and foraging habitat due to climate change

Actions: e Land/water protection; Protection of conservation of lands to allow for marsh migration. Rank:
3

e Habitat and natural process restoration; Restoration of feeding and nesting habitat. Rank: 3
Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis. Rank: 2
Threat 5 - Other; Potential oil spills
Actions: e Compliance and enforcement. Rank: 2
e Legislation. Rank: 2

Refer to the Community: Coastal Beach and Dune, Type: Maritime Herbaceous Dune - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this species.
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Distribution & Abundance

The Yellow-crowned Night-Heron is a long-distance Neotropical migrant that nests throughout the southeastern
United States and along the Atlantic Coast as far north as Massachusetts. This species winters in Central
America and northern South America. This species is not as gregarious as many other colonial waterbirds, and
usually nests singly or in small colonies on islands and mainland areas. This species is a rare and localized
breeder in Rhode Island, known most consistently from Block Island. However, there is some evidence of a slight
recent increase and this species may be nesting at other sites in Rhode Island. The North American Waterbird
Plan (2007) considered this species to be a moderate conservation concern nationwide. In Rhode Island,

conservation actions include protecting nesting sites from human and mammalian disturbances. This species is a
rare migrant in Rhode Island.

Habitat Community: Coastal Shrubland, Type: Maritime Shrubland

Status

IUCN Rank: LC. FED: FWS. STSTAT: C. SRANK: S1B,S1IN. GRANK: G5. RSGCN: L-VH. PIF BCPSN: Tier V. AJV BCR:
M. CODES: B. Res/B: 1. PELAG: Bl. GRP: 62. PRIOR: 1. Climate Change Vulnerability: Med = by 2050 (Habitat
loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Invasive and other problematic species and genes; Introduction of predators to predator free
islands

Actions: e Species management; Prevent introduction of predators. Rank: 3
e Site/area management; Maintain forest/shrub habitat on nesting islands. Rank: 2

e Invasive/problematic species control; Control spread of phragmites in marshes and wetlands
that are foraging habitat. Rank: 2

Threat 2 - Recreational activities; Increased human disturbance of nesting habitat and foraging sites
Actions: e Awareness and communications; Educate public about disturbance factors. Rank: 2

e Policies and regulations; Policy regulations on buffer zones and land use or enforcement of
existing policies including wetland buffer. Rank: 2

Threat 3 - Habitat shifting and alteration; Loss of nesting and foraging habitat due to climate change

Actions: e Land/water protection; Protection of conservation of lands to allow for marsh migration. Rank:
3

e Habitat and natural process restoration; Restoration of feeding and nesting habitat. Rank: 3
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Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis. Rank: 2
Threat 5 - Other; Potential oil spills

Actions: e Compliance and enforcement. Rank: 2
e legislation. Rank: 2

Refer to the Community: Coastal Shrubland, Type: Maritime Shrubland - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this species.
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Distribution & Abundance

The Black-crowned Night-Heron is a widespread species that nest throughout much of the United States into
central Canada, as well as throughout South America and parts of Central America. This species winters in
southern coastal regions of North America, and throughout Central and South America. The North American
Waterbird Plan (2007) considered this species to be a moderate conservation concern nationwide. In Rhode
Island, large colonies were present throughout the 1900s during the height of the shooting era including the
grounds of Butler Hospital, in Providence, in Bristol and certain large islands within Narragansett Bay (i.e.,
Prudence and Conanicut). By the 1970s, this species was extirpated from all mainland sites and larger islands,
probably due to burgeoning predatory mammal populations that were allowed access to larger islands by bridge
construction. Recently, the nesting population peaked in 1982 at ~ 700 nesting pairs, and then slowly declined
to 214 nests in 2013. As with other colonial waterbirds, conservation concerns include keeping mammals off
nesting islands, monitoring nesting populations, and minimizing human disturbance to nesting islands. This
species is solitary in their nocturnal foraging behavior, and uses a wide variety of coastal habitat for foraging.
Black-crowned Night-Herons can congregate in coastal areas during spring and fall migration.

Habitat Community: Coastal Shrubland, Type: Maritime Shrubland

Status

IUCN Rank: LC. FED: FWS. STSTAT: C. SRANK: S2B,SZN. GRANK: G5. STATE: E-1(3-1). RSGCN: L-VH. PIF BCPSN:
Tier V. AJV BCR: M. CODES: B. Res/B: 1. GRP: 80. PRIOR: 1. Climate Change Vulnerability: Med = by 2050
(Habitat loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Invasive and other problematic species and genes; Introduction of predators to predator free
islands

Actions: e Species management; Prevent introduction of predators. Rank: 3
e Site/area management; Maintain forest/shrub habitat on nesting islands. Rank: 2

e Invasive/problematic species control; Control spread of phragmites in marshes and wetlands
that are foraging habitat. Rank: 2

Threat 2 - Recreational activities; Increased human disturbance of nesting habitat and foraging sites
Actions: e Awareness and communications; Educate public about disturbance factors. Rank: 2

e Policies and regulations; Policy regulations on buffer zones and land use or enforcement of
existing policies including wetland buffer. Rank: 2

Threat 3 - Habitat shifting and alteration; Loss of nesting and foraging habitat due to climate change

BIRDS (Page 19)



Rhode Island Wildlife Action Plan Species Profiles
Species of Greatest Conservation Need
Actions: e Land/water protection; Protection of conservation of lands to allow for marsh migration. Rank:
3
e Habitat and natural process restoration; Restoration of feeding and nesting habitat. Rank: 3
Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis. Rank: 2
Threat 5 - Other; Potential oil spills
Actions: ¢ Compliance and enforcement. Rank: 2
e legislation. Rank: 2

Refer to the Community: Coastal Shrubland, Type: Maritime Shrubland - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this species.
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Distribution & Abundance

The Glossy Ibis is a long-distance Neotropical migrant that nests in a narrow band along the Atlantic and Gulf
Coasts of North America and throughout the Caribbean and winters in the same areas. Birds nesting in northern
latitudes such as Rhode Island are migratory, whereas birds in southern areas can be year-round residents. In
Rhode Island, Glossy Ibis were first documented nesting in 1971, populations peaked at 500 nesting pairs in
1991, and then declined slowly to 135 pairs in 2013. This species displays great volatility in the number of
nesting pairs that change abruptly between years, which must result from short-term recruitment from other
nearby nesting areas. According to the North American Waterbird Plan (2007), there are about 13,000 to 15,000
pairs nesting in North America and they are considered a low conservation concern nationwide. However, due
to their small population size in Rhode Island, this species is a local conservation concern. They nest on a limited
number of island in Narragansett Bay, therefore monitoring these islands during the breeding season and
minimizing human disturbance to nesting islands are important. Glossy lbis prefer to forage in wet meadows or
grasslands in agricultural areas, thus protection of this open space is critical for this species. This species is an
uncommon migrant in Rhode Island during spring and fall migration.

Habitat Community: Coastal Shrubland, Type: Maritime Shrubland

Status

IUCN Rank: LC. FED: FWS. STSTAT: C. SRANK: S1B,SZN. GRANK: G5. STATE: E-1(3-1). PIF BCPSN: Tier V. AJV
BCR: H. CODES: B. Res/B: 1. GRP: 68. PRIOR: 1. Climate Change Vulnerability: Med = by 2050 (Habitat loss)

Threats and Actions

Threat 1 - Invasive and other problematic species and genes; Introduction of predators to predator free
islands

Actions: e Species management; Prevent introduction of predators. Rank: 3
e Site/area management; Maintain forest/shrub habitat on nesting islands. Rank: 2

e Invasive/problematic species control; Control spread of phragmites in marshes and wetlands
that are foraging habitat. Rank: 2

Threat 2 - Recreational activities; Increased human disturbance of nesting habitat and foraging sites
Actions: e Awareness and communications; Educate public about disturbance factors. Rank: 2

e Policies and regulations; Policy regulations on buffer zones and land use or enforcement of
existing policies including wetland buffer. Rank: 2

Threat 3 - Habitat shifting and alteration; Loss of nesting and foraging habitat due to climate change
Actions: e Land/water protection; Protection of conservation of lands to allow for marsh migration. Rank:
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3
e Habitat and natural process restoration; Restoration of feeding and nesting habitat. Rank: 3
Threat 4 - Lack of planning
Actions: e Data collection and analysis. Rank: 2
Threat 5 - Other; Potential oil spills
Actions: ¢ Compliance and enforcement. Rank: 2
e Legislation. Rank: 2

Refer to the Community: Coastal Shrubland, Type: Maritime Shrubland - Habitat Profile for additional threats to this species.
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Distribution & Abundance

The Common Tern a long-distance Neotropical migrant that is a widespread species nesting throughout much of
Canada and the northern United States. They winter in nearshore waters along the Pacific and Atlantic Coasts of
South America. In Rhode Island, the Common Tern apparently persevered the shooting era relatively unscathed,
as nesting colonies were still known in the early 1900s, and became more abundant in the following decades
when thousands of migrants could be detected. From 1977 to 2000 the statewide Common Tern population
hovered around 400 nests, but recently the population has declined to ~200 nesting pairs in 2013. In Rhode
Island, Common Terns nest in unvegetated habitats on small islands and derelict structures (e.g., old barges and
lighthouses), with several breeding sites recently lost. Several low natural islands have been over-washed by
rising ocean levels. The North American Waterbird Plan (2007) estimates 300,000 breeding birds in North
America and does not Common Tern as a conservation concern nationwide as this time. However, due to local
declines of breeding birds in Rhode Island, continued local monitoring is desirable for this species, and there
should be a more proactive program of establishing and managing tern populations on structures, such as
abandoned oil platforms, in Narragansett Bay. This species is common in coastal areas during migration.

Habitat Community: Coastal Shrubland and Grassland, Type: Maritime Grassland

Status

IUCN Rank: LC. FED: FWS. SRANK: S3B,SZN. GRANK: G5. STATE: E-1(3-1). RSGCN: L-VH. NALCC: X (B). PIF
BCPSN: Tier V. NATerns: 1. AJV BCR