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Roundtable News
Commercial Recycling Update

In an effort to increase recycling in the business sector, the Rhode Island
Department of Environmental Management (DEM) is re-initiating a commer-
cial recycling program to help businesses comply with the State’s mandato-
ry recycling law and to help preserve landfill capacity.

The first phase of the new approach began in January with more than 2,300 businesses receiving a
letter from DEM requesting information about their waste stream and recycling efforts via a new on-
line reporting system at www.ri.gov. The letter included a user identification and PIN number that
allows access to the system and the ability to enter data. As of the February 15 deadline, 346 compa-
nies had submitted reports and another 23 companies had requested an extension.

DEM will use the data to gauge the current level of recycling, to identify what’s working well and
where improvements are needed, and to track recycling progress. The results will be published in an
annual report, the first of which will be completed by May. In addition, key information will be incor-
porated into the second phase, a joint DEM and Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation (RIRRC)
sector-by-sector education and compliance assistance program which is set to begin in late spring.

Rhode Island businesses generate approximately 60% of the waste buried in the State Central
Landfill, or about 700,000 tons a year. Despite a law requiring businesses to recycle, the commercial
sector recycling rate is estimated to be less than 3%. Sooner than we think, Rhode Island will be faced

with siting and developing a new landfill or other type
of waste disposal facility or exporting waste out of
state. These alternatives are more expensive than the
current system so the remaining capacity of the Central
Landfill is a resource that the State must use very care-
fully.

Under the commercial recycling law all businesses are
required to recycle. Department regulations define 17
materials that must be recycled and require businesses
with 50 or more employees to submit a source reduc-
tion and recycling plan, implement that plan, and
report annually on the progress. The regulations also
prohibit solid waste facilities from accepting loads of
commercial waste containing more than 20 percent of
recyclables.

(continued - next page)
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Details on Page 2

DEM launched a new paper-recycling program at its headquar-

ters thanks to financial help from the Governor's Commission

on Disabilities and a partnership with Better Shred, a business

enterprise of Cranston Arc. Above, Chris Botts from the

Governor’s Commission, Better Shred Staff and DEM’s Alyson

Silva prepare to distribute the new  toters.
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The planning and reporting process defined in the regulations and as previously implemented proved to
be resource intensive for businesses. Recycling cost and convenience issues also prevented them from
fully complying with program requirements. The new program, with an automated reporting system and
a more flexible sector-based business assistance component, aims to address these issues.

Draft List of Impaired Waters Released - Workshop March 4

DEM will hold a public workshop on Tuesday, March 4 - to discuss the draft 2008 303(d) List of
Impaired Waters. The workshop will be held from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in Room 300 at DEM Headquarters,
235 Promenade Street in Providence.

The 2008 303(d) List has been prepared and is included with other lists reporting water quality assess-
ment status in the new Integrated Report format which combines information previously presented in the
State of the State’s Waters Report (305(b) Report) and 303(d) List of Impaired Waters. Following feder-
al guidance, the Integrated Report provides a streamlined approach for reporting whether water quali-
ty is sufficient to support designated uses such as shellfish harvesting and swimming.

Consistent with federal Clean Water Act requirements, the 303(d) List, developed by DEM’s Office of
Water Resources, identifies those waters that do not meet water quality standards for which water qual-
ity restoration studies known as Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) must be developed. The 303(d) List
establishes a schedule for development of those water quality restoration studies, and serves to direct
water quality monitoring and restoration planning efforts in the state.

DEM is seeking comments on the 303(d) List portion of the document and will be accepting comments on
the draft list through March 12. Comments can be mailed to Elizabeth Scott, Deputy Chief, Office of
Water Resources, 235 Promenade Street, Providence, RI 02908, or they can be submitted via e-mail to
elizabeth.scott@dem.ri.gov. The Department will respond to all comments received at the public work-
shop or in writing during the public comment period, and will revise the draft list as appropriate.

Copies of the draft 303(d) list are available on DEM’s website, www.dem.ri.gov, by clicking on “Topics”
from the homepage, then “Water”, then “Water Quality”, or by calling Christine Longo of the Office of
Water Resources at 222-3961. The draft list is also available at DEM’s Office of Water Resources
located at 235 Promenade Street in Providence, weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Summer Jobs Available at DEM

Applications for the 2008 seasonal employment and minor-
ity internship program with DEM are now available.
Various positions for the summer season are available
throughout Rhode Island for residents 16 years of age and
older. Work on weekends and holidays is required of most
summer positions. Information about DEM and all summer
positions, as well as a downloadable application, is avail-
able on DEM’s website.



RGGI Update: DEM Reviewing Stakeholder Comments

DEM met on February 21 with stakeholders for the third and last ses-
sion of an informal process to elicit comments on draft regulations to
implement the Rhode Island Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative law
(RIGL 23-82-2). The law was adopted in 2007 to implement Rhode
Island's part in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) cap and
trade program. RGGI, which has been adopted by 10 Northeast
states, sets an overall two-phase cap on carbon dioxide emissions that
stabilizes emissions at current levels from 2009 to 2014 and reduces
emissions by 2.5% per year from 2015 to 2018. Each state is promul-
gating their own regulations which will be substantially similar to those
of the other states.

The states will distribute 188, 076, 976 allowances or permits to emit
carbon dioxide based on emissions levels in 2000 to 2002. Rhode
Island's share is 2.6 million allowances. One allowance grants the
authority to emit one ton of carbon dioxide. Generators must hold
allowances equal to their emissions and are allowed to decide how
they will comply with keeping emissions under the cap. Generators
can reduce the need to buy allowances by reducing output, switching
to lower carbon fuel, installing emission controls or sponsoring offset
projects.

The allowances will be auctioned quarterly and proceeds will be used for consumer benefits. Auctions will
be open to any party. The initial reserve price will by $1.86 per allowance. States will use the auction
proceeds for consumer benefit ie. to promote energy efficiency, mitigate ratepayer impacts of RGGI; pro-
mote renewable and non-carbon energy technologies; stimulate investment in innovative carbon abatement
technologies and administer the RGGI program.

The Department is reviewing the comments before completing amendments to the draft regulations that
are scheduled to be advertised for a formal comment and hearing process in mid-April.

Stakeholder comments included:

•A suggestion that a prohibition on offset projects funded by utility system benefit charges be loosened to
allow electricity generators to receive offsets for projects that are partially funded by system benefit
charges.
•Recommendations that the procedure for the sale of allowances (the provision for sale of allowances
rather than an auction is unique to RI law) needs further definition, particularly to assure the "open to all
who wish to participate" criterion is met; that the price of allowances in a sale should not be lower than
the reserve price from the latest auction; and that Rhode Island should participate in the regional auction
rather than conducting a sale or auction in state.
•Regarding a provision in the RI draft regulation that would add "other perennial vegetative processes" to
the forestry offset, a provision that would award offsets for perennial grasslands, commenters recommend-
ed that RI regulations  be consistent with other states and that any expansion of offset categories be done
at a regional level. Commenters also questioned the viability of grasslands in the Northeast climate.
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The ten Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

States. Pennsylvania is an observer. 



DEM – EPA Sign New Three-Year Performance Partnership Agreement 

DEM and the US Environmental Protection Agency, New England Region, have signed a three-year per-
formance partnership agreement worth nearly $8 million to maintain core environmental protection pro-
grams.

The agreement dedicates $7.9 million for environmental protection; of that amount, EPA has awarded
the state about $5.1 million to implement clear environmental goals over the next year, with $2.8 mil-
lion as the state match. The partnership agreement between EPA and DEM focuses on clean air, protect-
ing the state’s water resources, and restoring ecosystems.

Examples of specific, measurable goals set forth in the agreement include:

•Conducting over 900 inspections of regulated facilities that require environmental permits including
underground storage tanks, wetlands, solid waste management facilities, facilities that discharge in
waterbodies, and facilities that use or sell pesticides;

•Re-issuing 11 major RI Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(RIPDES) permits and re-issuing general permits for four exist-
ing discharge categories that include stormwater construction,
non-contact cooling water, gasoline-contaminated groundwa-
ter, and #2 fuel oil-contaminated groundwater;

•Completing 37 studies that will identify potential water pol-
lution sources and corrective actions in Rhode Island water-
sheds; and,

•Conducting 140 pre-application meetings for people need-
ing assistance with environmental permits.

The partnership agreement also includes financial help for
communities, such as a total of $700,000 for retrofitting vehi-
cles to reduce emissions from diesel fumes and $440,000 for
nonpoint source water pollution control projects.

Among other provisions of the partnership agreement, DEM
will continue to monitor water quality conditions in Narragansett Bay, rivers, lakes and coastal waters
that will assist in Rhode Island’s efforts to identify pollution problems and help move forward with
cleanup efforts. The Department will also revise the state’s solid waste regulations to promote recycling
of commercially generated waste; and revise the state plan to meet the ozone standard.

This is the eighth performance partnership agreement that DEM has forged with EPA. The agreement, in
its entirety, can be found on DEM’s website.For additional information about the agreement, contact
Thomas Getz at DEM, at 222-4700 ext. 2417 or via e-mail at thomas.getz@dem.ri.gov.
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DEM staff Jack Crawley and Ron Gagnon inspect an

underground storage tank (UST) at a Cranston gas

station as part of the UST Environmental Results

Program.
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DEM Wetlands Training Workshop a Success
Submitted by Christine Caron

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management recently hosted a wetlands training workshop
for consultants at DEM headquarters in Providence. There were 65 attendees at the training session, repre-
senting 39 companies and 3 agencies (CRMC, EPA, and Army Corps).

The December 6th workshop, entitled “Strategies for Success,” aimed to provide consultants with information
to improve compliance with avoidance and minimization requirements, the completeness of wetlands permit
applications, and the predictability of outcomes. Surveys conducted in the fall helped DEM presenters
address key interest areas and provide specific tips on avoiding application deficiencies for an efficient
review process.

Many of the sessions also highlighted changes to the revised Wetlands Rules and Regulations that were
promulgated June 1, 2007, including the new Request for Regulatory Applicability application. Workshop
participants received copies of the new wetlands fact sheets and guidance materials that were revised to
align with rule revisions. These outreach documents are available to the public through the DEM website
(dem.ri.gov) by clicking on “Permits,” then “Wetlands,” then “Wetlands Fact Sheets and Guidance.

The workshop proved to be a positive experience for all involved. Participants were interested, engaged,
and appreciative of the learning opportunity, reporting that their personal objectives were met and that
they felt better equipped to complete wetlands applications.

Another wetlands training session is being planned for the spring to address the priority concerns of munici-
pal officials. Surveys have been mailed to town/city planners, building officials, public works directors, and
engineers. The workshop is planned for May 2008.

Both workshops are sponsored by the DEM Office of Water Resources, DEM Office of Compliance and
Inspection, and the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission. Funding has been provided
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency through a wetland pilot demonstration grant.

Above, DEM’s Nick Pisani provides tips for completing engi-

neering requirements. Left, top, Russ Chateauneuf, Chief of

Groundwater and Wetlands Protection, moderates the question

and answer session with a panel of staff from the Office of

Water Resources and the Office of Compliance and Inspection.

Left, bottom, attendees gather in Room 300 at DEM

Headquarters for “Strategies for Success” workshop. 
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Aquatic Resource Education: Salmon in the Classroom Underway

Students in 30 Rhode Island middle and high schools will raise Atlantic Salmon in their classrooms and
release them into the Pawcatuck River this spring. The program - Salmon in the Classroom – compliments
DEM’s salmon restoration efforts and introduces youngsters to aquaculture and inspires them to become
stewards of their environment by learning about local waterways and water quality issues.

The Atlantic Salmon is an anadromous fish - one that spawns in fresh water but spends much of its life at
sea. Atlantic Salmon was one of the many anadromous fish abundant in Pawcatuck River prior to the
Industrial Revolution. However, over-fishing, construction of dams impassable to migrating fish and munici-
pal industrial pollution virtually eliminated Atlantic Salmon from the river in the early 1700’s.

Since the collapse of the textile industry in the 1950’s, less waste and more stringent pollution discharge
regulations have dramatically improved water quality in the Pawcatuck, while removal of some dams and
the installation of fish ladders have restored fish runs. The
Pawcatuck River can once again support Atlantic Salmon.

Since 1969, DEM has been stocking the Pawcatuck with fry,
parr, smolts, and adults in an effort to restore Atlantic
Salmon to the watershed. While there have been returns of
adults to the freshwater streams, there has been little evi-
dence of a self-sustaining population. DEM’s Aquatic
Resource Education Program (ARE) began Salmon in the
Classroom to boost restoration efforts.

Introduced to Rhode Island by the Connecticut River Salmon
Association, Salmon in the Classroom has been an effective
and exciting learning tool for Rhode Island schools. It is a
multi-disciplinary program that combines classroom learning with hands-on field trips to the Pawcatuck
River Watershed. DEM trains the teachers and lends each school the equipment necessary to construct an
incubator system for the salmon eggs.

Teachers have begun introducing their students to the program and the students are preparing the incuba-
tion tanks for the egg arrival this week. Each class hatches the eggs and raises them to the fry stage.
While the eggs are hatching and developing into fry, teachers present classroom lessons from salmon biol-
ogy and ecology to the history of Rhode Island’s Industrial Revolution.

In April, students will assess the area of the Pawcatuck where their salmon fry will by stocked, performing
a series of chemical and biological monitoring techniques. In May, the students will stock the fry into the
Pawcatuck River or one of its many tributaries.

The program began five years ago and to date over 10,000 Rhode Island students have been involved in
Salmon in the Classroom. The program is funded by a Federal Aid Project F-42-E grant derived from the
Wallop-Breaux Act – Sport Fish Restoration Fund.

For more information about Salmon in the Classroom, email Kimberly.Sullivan@dem.ri.gov. or call 789-
0281.

Students from Cranston Area Career and Technical School

explain the salmon hatching process to Channel 10’s R.J.

Heim during a recent filming of the DEM/NBC10

EarthWatch program.
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Vernal Pool Mapping Project Underway
Submitted by Christine Caron

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (DEM) and the New England Interstate
Water Pollution Control Commission (NEIWPCC) are leading a project to verify over a thousand poten-
tial vernal pools in the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed that were previously mapped from aerial photos
by The Nature Conservancy of Rhode Island and researchers at the University of Rhode Island. The
goal of this effort is to establish and make available a vernal pool inventory for the watershed.

Vernal pools are unique and important wetlands. These small bodies of water form in shallow depres-
sions on the landscape; the pools are not permanent, but they fill with water between late fall and
spring, from rising groundwater, melting snow, and rainfall. The seasonal nature of these pools is what
makes them so valuable, particularly as breeding sites for certain amphibians. Periodic drying prevents
the establishment of permanent fish populations that would prey on vernal pool animals. In Rhode
Island, at least 11 species of amphibians breed in vernal pools.

The previous mapping in the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed identified about 1450 potential vernal
pools. The watershed includes part or all of the towns of Coventry, North Kingstown, South Kingstown,
Exeter, West Greenwich, Richmond, Hopkinton, Charlestown, and Westerly.

Data from prior university research projects has enabled confirmation of about 300 pools so far. The
project aims to visit and verify the status of over 600 potential vernal pools this spring. DEM hopes to
engage landowners in the process by providing opportunities for them to share their knowledge of the
site, accompany a field visit, or learn more about the natural resource in their backyard.

The Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association and volunteers are also engaged in this project and will
be assisting the efforts to confirm vernal pools.

Photo Courtesy of Frank Golet, URI
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March

3
Rhode Island Marine Fisheries Council Meeting. 6 p.m. in Corless Auditorium at the University of Rhode
Island's Bay Campus on South Ferry Road in Narragansett. For information, call Nancy Scarduzio at 423-
1927.

4
Draft 2008 303(d) List Workshop. 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in Room 300 at DEM Headquarters, 235 Promenade
Street in Providence. For information, contact Elizabeth Scott at DEM's Division of Water Resources at 222-
4700, Ext. 7300.

4
Health, Environmental and Pesticide Safety Education Training. Specialty category 6 “Right of Way” train-
ing for pesticide applicators and dealers. From 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the University of Rhode Island's East Farm.
For information, call Robin Mooney at 222-2781 ext. 4513.

5 Tying the Squid-Sicle. 7 to 9 p.m. at the Lafayette Trout Hatchery in North Kingstown. Pre-registration
required, $7/person fee. For information, contact Kimberly Sullivan at (401)789-0281.

6
Public Hearing re: Draft Rules- Animal Importation Amendments and New Identification of Sheep and
Goats. 10:00 a.m. in Room 300 at DEM Headquarters, 235 Promenade Street in Providence. For information,
contact Scott Marshall at 222-4700 ext. 4503.

6
Public Hearing re: Draft Rules Related to Cultural Practices for Branding Products of the Farm. 11:00 a.m.
in Room 300 at DEM Headquarters, 235 Promenade Street in Providence. For information, contact Matt
Green at 222-4700 ext. 4516.

15 2008 Land and Water Conservation Summit, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m, at URI Memorial Union, Kingston. Visit
http://www.landandwaterpartnership.org/ for details and registration.

20 Rhode Island Society of Environmental Professionals (RISEP) Networking Event, 6 to 8 p.m. at Union
Station in Providence. For more information and to sign up visit www.risep.org.

27
Public Hearing on Proposed Changes to RI Marine Fisheries Regulations. Sponsored by DEM. 6 p.m.,
Corless Auditorium at the University of Rhode Island's Bay Campus on South Ferry Road, Narragansett. For
information, call Jason McNamee at 423-1943.

27
Health, Environmental and Pesticide Safety Education Training. First part of two-day core I training for
pesticide applicators and dealers. Co-sponsored by DEM. From 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the University of Rhode
Island's East Farm. Second part on April 10. For information, call Robin Mooney at 222-2781 ext. 4513.

April

2
Rhode Island Society of Environmental Professionals (RISEP) Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) Meeting, 12 to 2 p.m., Radison Airport Hotel, Warwick. For more information and to sign up
visit www.risep.org.

10
Health, Environmental and Pesticide Safety Education Training. Second part of two-day core I training for
pesticide applicators and dealers. Co-sponsored by DEM. From 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the University of Rhode
Island's East Farm. First part held on March 27. For information, call Robin Mooney at 222-2781 ext. 4513.

16 DEM Chief of Air Resources Steve Majkut to Speak about DEM’s Involvement in RGGI. 5 p.m. at the URI
Coastal Institute’s Weaver Auditorium, Narragansett.

Upcoming Events/Meetings

DEM’s Extends an Invitation to Get Wild Rhode Island

Be sure to check out the premiere issue of Wild Rhode Island, a new quarterly newsletter from DEM’s Division
of Fish and Wildlife. The publication is brimming with interesting stories and up-to-date information on a host
of topics of interest to hunters, anglers, bird watchers, kayakers, outdoor enthusiasts, and others who have an
appreciation for Rhode Island’s outstanding natural resources. In addition to providing updates on hunting and
fishing regulations, the newsletter will inform readers about ongoing projects in the Division’s Freshwater
Fisheries, Marine Fisheries and Wildlife sections. Visit DEM’s website and click on the Wild Rhode Island
newsletter link on the left.


