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DEM Roundtable Joint Meeting 
Meeting Summary 

 
Monday, May 12, 2008 

 
Attendees: Jane Austin, Matt Auten, Joseph Callanan, Jennifer Crevenka, Molly Clark, Ames Colt, 
Sheila Dormody, Patrick Dowling, Jef Fornaro, Julie Gill, Liberty Goodwin, Bill Hayden, Bill 
Howard, Brad Hyson, Chris Kearns, Eugenia Marks, Barry Schiller, John Sinnott, Joe Voccio, Mike 
Walker, Art Yatsko, Amy Rainone, Richard Godfrey, David Twobly, Rob Smedberg 
 
DEM Staff:  Michael Sullivan, Terri Bisson (meeting notes), Alicia Good, Terry Gray, Ron Gagnon, 
Kelly Owens, Karen Peltier, Elizabeth Stone 
 
1. Greetings and Introduction – Director Sullivan and Matt Auten welcomed participants and led 

introductions.  Art Yatsko welcomed attendees to the RI Association of Realtors offices and 
training center.   

 
2. Meeting Minutes - The meeting minutes for the March 10, 2008 Roundtable meeting were 

accepted as written.   
 
3. Updates 

Budget:  Not much has changed since the last Roundtable meeting. The budget continues to be 
problematic and new retirement conditions could have a dramatic impact on DEM, especially in 
the Natural Resource Bureau. Up to 22% of DEM employees could retire between now and 
September. Eighty percent (80%) of those employees work in the Natural Resource Bureau, which 
could lead to substantial operational issues and challenges – especially in senior park management 
and fisheries. 

 
For the most part, the DEM capital budget is in decent shape, with just a few projects being 
delayed. Discussions are on-going with regard to the Bond. The Director is cautiously optimistic 
that at least $5 million will be included for land and agriculture. The director urged members to 
continue to follow the process. 

 
Legislation:   
The Director stated he is optimistic about the passage of a water bill. He expressed concern about 
legislation that proposes to ban methoprene, an insecticide used to control mosquitoes. A recent 
study concluded that the chemical could pose a slight risk to shellfish and lobster. DEM and 
RIDOH agree that the benefits of using the insecticide to protect public outweigh the risks to 
shellfish. He also stated that communities are concerned about the cost of using alternative 
insecticides. Although the costs are comparable to methoprene, the alternative insecticides need to 
be re-applied more often (i.e. after a rain event), which will escalate labor costs. DEM is also 
monitoring bills on e-waste and climate change. 
 
Matt Auten stated he is cautiously optimistic about the passage of a package of renewable energy 
bills in the next few weeks. Director Sullivan said he is seeking a meeting with the Senate president 
to discuss concerns that DEM would not be eligible for funding for renewable energy installations, 
especially since state lands are very suitable for placement of such installations. 
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Liberty Goodwin asked members to support the Children’s Product Safety Act, which was moved 
to House Finance. She asked members to sign a petition in support of. 
 
Barry Schiller noted that RIRRC is pursuing legislation related to plastic bags and a bottle deposit. 
He asked for DEM assistance to move them forward. 
 
Barry also asked if DEM planned to continue its voluntary smoking ban on state beaches. Director 
Sullivan said yes. 
 
Sheila Dormody said passage of an e-waste bill is expected with a disposal ban starting in July. The 
bill holds manufacturers responsible. They have now come to the table and she expects a Sub-A by 
the end of the week. 

 
4. Presentation: KeepSpace project 

Director Sullivan introduced topic by speaking about how DEM plans to use the KeepSpace 
permitting process as pilot for how DEM handles multi-phase, multi media projects and introduced 
Richard Godfrey, Executive Director of Rhode Island Housing (RIH). 
 
Overview 
Executive Director Godfrey provided members with an overview of the KeepSpace program. He 
stated that the KeepSpace program has brought agencies together such as DEM, DOT, Economic 
Development and Statewide Planning to take a holistic approach toward development. The six 
elements include: a good home, a healthy environment, strong commerce, sensible infrastructure, 
positive community impact, and integrated arts, religion and culture.  
 
KeepSpace issued a Request for Proposals for developments with these elements. They received 16 
proposals; 4 of which will be recommended for funding at this Thursdays RIH board meeting. 
Executive Director Godfrey also played a video that provided more detail on the KeepSpace 
program. 
 
More information and to view the video, visit www.keepspace.org 
 
Proposed KeepSpace Project – Cranston Print Works 
Director Godfrey introduced David Twombly of Twobly Consulting and Rob Smedberg of VHB to 
provide an overview of the proposed Cranston Print Works re-development project that qualifies as 
a KeepSpace project. Mr. Twombly and Mr. Smedberg covered the key elements of the project 
with a slide show and handout. Detail appear in Handout # 1 below. The slide show is posted on 
the DEM website at:  http://www.dem.ri.gov/pubs/cpwpp.pdf. 
 
DEM’s Streamlined Review and Permitting Process for KeepSpace Projects 
Ron Gagnon, Chief of DEM’s Office of Customer and Technical Assistance outlined DEM’s 
approach to the project. Ron will serve as the single point of contact, review preliminary project 
plans and recommend a DEM review team based on the elements of the project. The review will 
happen simultaneously among programs in DEM to speed up processing time. Please see Handout 
#2 below for more information and permit flow. 
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Member Feedback and Questions: 
Eugenia Marks asked about plans for surface water run-off at the Cranston Print Works project. 
Rob stated that this has not been specifically addressed yet, but they are exploring Low Impact 
Development (LID) practices along with other environmentally beneficial components (i.e. hydro, 
solar). 
 
Art Yatsko asked if elimination of the RI historic tax credit will have an impact. Mr. Twombly 
stated somewhat, but that federal historic credits remain along with other credits and they are 
exploring offsets. 
 
A member asked about the role of the City of Cranston. Mr. Twombly stated that they have worked 
extensively with the planning department and mayor’s office, which have been helpful with 
funding as well – including CBDG and Brownfields funding. 
 
John Sinott asked about the timing of the project. Mr. Twombly expects to continue with public 
process through the summer and enter the local permitting stage in the fall. Discussions are on-
going with potential tenants. A major agreement with a tenant would most likely accelerate the 
project. 
 
Mike Walker asked about the regulatory process and Ron’s role and what would happen if project 
changes after permit is approve. Ron stated that he would be responsible for the DEM permitting 
process for these projects and that the team would remain in tact to review project alterations. 
 
John Sinott asked about the impact on the length of time it takes to get a permit. Ron replied that it 
should be shorter, considering that staff will meet with developer early to discuss concerns and that 
review will be done simultaneously. The KeepSpace projects will be a test and we’ll know more 
about timing after the first KeepSpace projects are permitted.  
 
Brad Hyson applauded the KeepSpace program and encouraged DEM to make expedited permit 
process for such projects permanent. Director Sullivan stated that the process will be used as a 
model for other multi-faceted projects, including critical economic needs projects. 
 
Jef Fornaro stated that he is pleased to see the regulatory process one of cooperation, rather than 
confrontation. He also is pleased to see that components like hydro electricity will be incorporated. 
He asked whether there would be roadblocks to zone that would require new legislation. Director 
Godfrey stated that they will rely on collaboration with developers and towns in advance to foster 
communication vs. changing legislation. David Twombley stated that early review will provide 
hints to areas of concern which can be addressed and integrated into the state and local permitting 
process. He also mentioned that Statewide Planning and others have been running programs where 
planners and planning board members can learn about more modern zoning techniques. 
 
Matt Auten asked how the self-certification process would work after construction begins. Director 
Sullivan stated that DEM will conduct period inspections and will be forceful in addressing non-
compliance.  
 
Art Yatsko encouraged that mom and pop operations be given early notice and flexibility if they 
are affected by the proposed re-development in an area. Most of these operations do not have the 
resources to adapt their facilities or to apply for complex permits. Director Sullivan agreed and 
stated that many of theses issues are currently being addressed in DEM efforts in Environmental 
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Justice (EJ). Liz Stone stated that 40 DEM staff members will be attending EJ Awareness Training 
this week. 
 
Ames Colt asked if this will require additional staff resources. Ron stated that he did not think so. 
The hope is that by looking at and addressing issues up front, DEM staff will save time going back 
and forth with developer later. 
 

5. Announcements: 
Matt Auten stated that Friday, May 16 is Bike to Work Day and encouraged members to 
participate. More information can be found at:  http://bikeprovidence.org/ 
 
Liz Stone informed members that DEM and RIRRC have launched the Green Zone program to 
help businesses better understand local recycling laws and regulations, increase recyclables 
collected in the workplace, and reduce waste destined for burial in the Central Landfill. See 
Handout #3 below for more information. The link to the Green Zone program is: 
http://www.greenzoneri.org/ 

 
6. Next Meeting Date/Topic 

Director Sullivan stated that the RI Marine Trade Association has offered to host the next meeting, 
which could take place sometime in July. He also suggested that the topic focus on the marine trades 
industry and the challenges of a working waterfront. Molly Clark suggested the discussion include 
air emissions from the industry. Eugenia Marks suggested including water use in marinas. 
 
More information and the date for the next meeting will be forthcoming. 
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KEEPSPACE PROJECT PERMIT  
 

3 PHASES 
 

Phase 1 – Due Diligence Phase 2 - Permitting Phase 3 – Compliance 
Monitoring 

 
If Release is reported: 

 
Site Investigation Report (SIR) 

• Site History 
• Test Pits 
• Sampling & Analysis 
• SIR Check List  
• Program Letter 
• Public  Notice of 

Investigation 
 

 
Pre-Application Meeting: 

• Review “Due Diligence” 
site conditions 

• Review Remedial Action 
alternatives – Remedial 
Decision Letter 

• OTWS design – Class II/III 
• Wetland Alterations/Flood 

Plain – Avoid, Minimize, 
Mitigate 

• Drainage Plan – LID 
• Sedimentation and erosion 

control 
• Water Quality/Groundwater 

Quality 
• Issue letter summarizing 

meeting outcomes and 
permit submission 
requirements 
 

 
Compliance Monitoring Check 
List: 

• Notify DEM 
• Review check list 

requirements 
• Review Permit 

conditions 

 
If Septic System required: 

 
• Soil Evaluation 
• Soil Profile 

 

 
Submit Application Package: 

• Final development proposal, 
grading, drainage/TSS 
removal, RAWP, SWPPP 
for construction, 
landscaping, mitigation, 
maintenance of drainage 
system, Institutional 
controls for remediation, 
sewer or septic design 

• Public Notice (If required) 
 

 
Compliance Monitoring Audits 

 
• Conduct compliance 

self-audits using 
check list and permit 
conditions through 
out project 
construction 

• Correct deficiencies 

 
If Sewer connection required: 

 
• Capacity from Local WWTP 

 

 
Review Meeting with DEM: 

• Response to comments 
• Provide additional 

information 
 

 
Notify DEM of significant non-
compliance and corrective 
actions 

 
If Wetlands are present: 

• Flag wetland edge 
• Verification of wetland edge 
• Flood plain elevation 
• Soil evaluation for UIC of 

stormwater 
• Local capacity for stormwater 

connection 

 
Final Submittal 
 
Issue Project Permit 

• Site specific conditions 
• Order of 

Approval/Remedial 
Approval Letter 

 
Submit Final self-audit check 
list with certification at 
completion of project 
 
Letter of compliance 
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KEEPSPACE PROJECT PERMIT REVIEW PROCESS 
 
 
 
 

Project Notification to OTCA 
 
↓ 

OTCA recommends Review Team to Director/Assistant Director for Approval 
 
↓ 

Director/Assistant Director assigns Review Team to OTCA 
 
↓ 

Pre-application Meeting with Applicant and Project Review Team 
 
↓ 

                           Submit Application to OTCA                     ← 
                                                                                                                                                    ↑ 

↓ 
OTCA sets timeline for review and distributes to review team 

                 ↑ 
↓                                                                       

Review Team submits comments and or permit conditions to OTCA                 
 

↓        ↓                           ↑ 
Application is consistent with      Application is not consistent  
Pre-application meeting requirements,   with requirements                        ↑ 
  ↓        ↓                           

OTCA coordinates Review         
Meeting with Applicant  → →    

  ↓ 
 
 

OTCA drafts Permit for Director/Assistant Director review and signature 
 
↓ 

Applicant and Professional conduct compliance monitoring and submit completed Self-
Certification Check List 

 
 



 

WELCOME TO THE GREEN ZONE 

 
 

Recycling makes good business sense. 

It’s as simple as that. 

GreenZoneRI.org is Rhode Island’s one-stop shopping resource for business recycling 
solutions. When your business enters the Green Zone, you will receive free advice – custom 
tailored to meet your needs. The Green Zone will help you:  

• Analyze your company’s waste stream to determine the kind of waste your business produces 

• Learn exactly what types of materials your business can recycle 

• Design a recycling program that meets your needs and assist you and your employees with               
  implementation   

• Navigate the ins-and-outs of the recyclables markets, helping turn your trash in to treasure 

Whether it’s office paper, cardboard, food scraps, aluminum, or bottles and cans, there’s an 
opportunity to capture your business recyclables. Recycling satisfies your green business needs, 
reduces your waste hauling bill, enhances your current green practices, and increases customer 
and employee satisfaction. 

 
Contact us:  

 
    David Bordieri          Alyson Silva 

                 RI Resource Recovery Corporation        RI Department of Environmental Management 
                 Waste Prevention Coordinator         Commercial Recycling Coordinator 
                 65 Shun Pike           235 Promenade Street 
                 Johnston, RI 02919          Providence, RI 02908 
                 (401) 942-1430 Ext. 110         (401) 222-2797 Ext. 7134 
                 E-Mail: David@rirrc.org           E-Mail: alyson.silva@dem.ri.gov 
                 www.rirrc.org            www.dem.ri.gov 
 
 

 
A Partnership of Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation and  

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
 

GreenZoneRI.org 




