
 

Draft Environmental Roundtable Meeting Notes 
December 17, 2003 

 
Meeting Attendees: 
P. Beaudette, K. Canada, J. Celenza, G. DiCenso, S. Dormody, J. Fornaro, R. Friday, L. Goodwin, 
J. Hakanson, R. Gizzarelli, T. Hamblett, M. Kerr, J. Marischal, E. Marks, E. Stephens, J. Trevor, H. 
Ward 
 
DEM:  
R. Ballou, T. Bisson, A. Gettman, T. Getz, A. Good, T. Gray, J. Keller, G. McAvoy, E. Stone, F. 
Vincent 
 
I. Old Business 
The September meeting notes were accepted as written. 
 
A. Greenhouse Gas Update  
Janet Keller provided the Environmental Roundtable with an update of the Greenhouse Gas Project. 
Her update focused on the following areas: 
Efficiency Programs: 

• Adoption of LEED Standards - LEED measures several other areas besides energy 
efficiency, and some aspects may not lead to GHG reductions (e.g., purchase of local 
material, recycled content, local air quality).    

• Reinstatement of the Energy Conservation Office 
• Acceleration of a LED traffic light change out 
• Removing regulatory barriers to Combined Heat & Power projects 
• Upgrade of the building code standards to promote efficiency standards 
• Possible adoption of appliance energy efficiency standards. This is a regional strategy that 

the state is monitoring. 
• Increase Commercial / Industrial Fossil Fuel energy efficiency by conducting audits and 

retrofitting facilities that request assistance. 
 

Transportation / Land Use Programs 
• New simplified automobile legislation that encourages GHG reductions from this sector. 
 

�Government Lead by Example Programs� 
• Adoption of Environmentally Preferable Purchasing for the state government 
• Recommend an executive order that downsizes total fleet and vehicle size and requires 

purchasing hybrids for 25%of new non- alternate fueled vehicle purchases. 
 
One participant wanted to know if DEM tracks GHG legislation. Elizabeth Stone responded that she 
does and would provide an update to the group at the next meeting. 
 
B. DEM Budget Discussion 
The Acting Director indicated that the budget is still a confidential document, but he was able to 
provide the following information: 

• DEM was requested to develop a budget that represented a 10% cut in funds. With respect to 
budget cuts, the Bureaus were requested to prioritize the programs with respect to DEM�s 
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core functions. Bureaus were asked to see if program functions could be merged, 
consolidated or reduced to meet the proposed reductions. 

• This was a hard task since it followed a number of years of budget reductions. The existing 
budget called for a reduction of about 12 positions, of which 10.6 are existing and filled. 

● DEM�s goal is to minimize the reduction further and has received approval from the 
Governor�s Office to explore revenue enhancement measures and sale of state property.                

• The Governor would make a final decision on DEM�s proposal in January.  
• DEM was approved to move forward with two bond issues, i.e., an open space and 

recreation bond issue for $20M and a Bay Restoration bond for $15M of which $11M was 
for matching grants for non-point issues, $2M for business initiatives and $2M of habitat 
restoration. 

 
One participant wanted to know where the property was located. The Acting Director indicated it 
was a five-acre site in Providence.  
 
The Acting Director mentioned the Governor�s Narragansett Bay and Watershed Planning 
Commission. There will be ten panels working on various issues that relate to the bay. He 
mentioned that the panels are looking for volunteers to work on the issues. He said the panels would 
be meeting in January and February. A draft Phase I strategic plan will be developed in late 
February. The Commission�s goal is to approve the plan at the March meeting. He mentioned the 
Governor wants to move forward on this issue and does not want to loose an opportunity to develop 
a bay plan.  
 
II. New Business 
 
A. West Nile Virus Update  
 
Al Gettman will provide a quick update on the West Nile Virus problem.  
 
To date, in Rhode Island, 17 mosquito pools in five communities have tested positive for Eastern 
Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and five horses and several birds have died of the disease. EEE is 
historically found in the southern and southeastern parts of the state. This year it has been found in 
other areas, and is now presumed likely in all areas of Rhode Island. This year has proven to be a 
higher than average risk year for EEE in Rhode Island and neighboring states. There have been a 
number of instances of EEE in Connecticut this year, including many along the Rhode Island 
border, as well as in Massachusetts. The last EEE-positive isolation was from mosquitoes trapped 
near East Matunuck Beach in South Kingstown on October 20. 
 
In Rhode Island, seven mosquito pools in seven communities have tested positive for West Nile 
Virus. There have been five human cases of the disease reported, and DEM has tallied more than 
600 West Nile-suspect birds from throughout the state. 
 
Al indicated that there would be a program debriefing in January. He will be meeting with 
community leaders about the issue and invited members of the Roundtable to attend this meeting. 
One participant mentioned that farm workers are being infected and this is an issue. Another 
participant thought DEM did a good job in explaining why broad based pesticide use is not 
appropriate. The Acting Director mentioned that the Department of Health has confidentiality rules 
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that hinder the release of people who have contacted the virus. He mentioned there might be 
legislation being considered to allow additional disclosure of information.  
 
B. Legislative Discussion 
 
ECRI Priorities 
Sheila Dormody opened this section of the meeting indicating that the Transportation Bill and Clean 
Water legislation are priorities on the national level. In Rhode Island, her priorities include the 
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) (This proposal requires Rhode Island utilities to provide 20% 
of electricity from renewable sources by 2020.), DEM Budget, Solid Waste and the bond issues. 
Kate Canada indicated the priorities of ECRI were RPS and the Clean Energy bill, Electronic Waste 
bill (This is a proposal to require manufactures of certain electronic appliances like computers, 
cathode ray tubes etc. to be responsible for the disposal of these appliances at the end of its useful 
life.), and the DEM budget. She mentioned she would like to be in a position to defend programs 
that should be maintained and to justify increases in programs that work but are under-funded. 
ECRI would like to work with DEM on the budget issue. DEM�s core programs like enforcement 
and TMDL�s need to be kept. DEM needs to explain in simple terms what it means if the programs 
are cut further. In addition, the budget and the Governor�s Fiscal Fitness program need to be 
considered in tandem.  

DEM priorities  

Elizabeth Stone reported there were no major legislative initiatives planned this year. At this time 
DEM�s legislative proposals were being reviewed by the Governor�s office. She said she would list 
DEM�s initiatives on the website as soon as they were approved.  

C. Update on Legislative Commissions  

Last year a number of legislative commissions were formed by the legislature. The following is an 
update of the commissions:  

Bay Commissions: 
 

• The House Bay Commission held an organizational meeting on November 19th.  The 
Commission�s next meeting is scheduled for December 10th.  (H-6577) 

• The Governor�s Bay Commission (created via Executive Order) is scheduled to meet for the 
first time on Tuesday December 16th. 

• A joint session of the Senate Environment Committee and Senate Oversight Committee is 
wrapping up its hearings on Narragansett Bay (in response to last summer�s fish kill in 
Greenwich Bay.)  The Senate is expected to complete its hearings later this month and have 
a report ready for the General Assembly by the beginning of the legislative session in early 
January. 

 
Other Commission Updates: 
 
• Health Effects of Toxic Mold  

The Toxic Mold Commission held an organizational meeting on November 18th.  The 
Commission�s next meeting is tentatively scheduled for December 16th.  (S-0983) 

Draft Environmental Roundtable Meeting Notes      December 17, 2003 3



 

• Mercury Products Commission  
Has not met yet.  Suggested names for Governor�s appointees have been forwarded to the 
Governor�s Office. S-0578 & H-6610  

• RIPDES Review Commission 
Has not met yet.  DEM is preparing a short white paper/briefing document in preparation for 
he first commission meeting that has not yet been scheduled. (H-6596 & S-1206) 

  
Commissions that have not met include: 

 
• Tire Disposal Commission (H �6049) 
• Oil Pollution Control/OSPAR (H�6611) Sand & Gravel Task Force  (S �1915) 
• Wastewater Reclamation/Reuse/Recycling (S �1179) 
• Electronic Waste (H � 5829) 
• Mercury Penalty Money Commission (S-1194) 

 
D. DEM strategic priorities  
Terri Bisson provided the group with a brief update on the DEM 2004 � 2005 Strategic Plan. She 
made the following points: 

• There are no major policy shifts in the plan. This plan does reflect a re-alignment of our 
goals to be more compatible with EPA goals.  

• The plan is more specific in the objectives and measures that DEM is trying to achieve.  
• The plan identifies challenges needed to meet a 10% budget reduction. There may be a need 

for elimination or consolidation of programs, layoffs and facility closings. 

• DEM will be seeking new bond authority for bay and watershed efforts and open space. 
• Copies of the plan are located on the DEM website. 
• There will be a public meeting on January 13, 2004 and comments will be accepted through 

January 30, 2004. 

E. Litter Task Force Update 

Geoff DiCenso provided an update of the Litter Task Force. To date, the Task Force has developed 
a survey, sent to all municipal police, public works, and administrative departments, regarding 
current municipal litter ordinances and methods of local enforcement.  To date, twenty responses 
have been received from 10 communities. The surveys indicated that there was little enforcement of 
the ordinances and little money was collected in fines.  The Task Force plans to use this information 
to approach legislators and the governor with suggested changes in the laws. 
 
 
The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association has approached three Chambers of Commerce to work 
with the Task Force on this issue. In addition, the Task Force would like to approach Dunkin 
Donuts about working on Litter issues. One idea is to use the facility at the Gateway Center on 
Route 146 as a pilot facility for anti-litter ideas. 
 
The Executive Director of the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation (RIRRC) will attend 
the next RI Litter Task Force Meeting.  Additionally, RIRRC has been asked by members of the 
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Rhode Island General Assembly to spearhead a new �Eye on Litter� campaign.  The Task Force 
will be working with members of RIRRC to help implement this program. 
 
F. Solid Waste Plan Update 
 
Harold Ward provided an update of the Solid Waste Plan. His main points included the following: 
• The horizon for solid waste planning in Rhode Island is twenty years. At the current disposal 

rate, the existing permitted landfill space will be exhausted in about seven years.  
• Based on projected costs of landfill construction and on costs of disposal in nearby states, 

the current value of landfill capacity is estimated at approximately $40/T. 
• In the short term, the RIRRC management has a direct economic disincentive to encourage 

source reduction or recycling, because success in either area would decrease revenues from 
landfilling. In addition there are no real incentives for citizens, municipalities or businesses 
to reduce waste generation. 

 
Incentives to reduce landfilling of municipal waste include: 
• Reduce Municipal Waste Caps by 5%/yr up to 35% in 2008 and phase in a $/ton rate 

increase. Subsidize start-up costs of Pay As You Throw until 2008 
• Ban commercial recyclables from the landfill and send it out of state.  
• Single-stream recycling (collecting all recyclables together) is much less expensive than 

dual-stream, but reduces paper value because of glass contamination. Glass currently has 
virtually no market value and is now used as landfill cover.  Processing glass significantly 
increases maintenance costs at the MRF.  If recycling of municipal glass is no longer 
required, single-stream recycling appears to be feasible, and would dramatically reduce the 
cost of collecting and hauling recyclables, which currently is from 50 to 100% higher than 
collecting and hauling garbage.   

 
The plan will be revise in March or April. At this point it will be forwarded to the Office of State 
Planning for review. 
  
G. Dental Offices Mercury Collection Program  
 
The Narragansett Bay Commission has launched an excellent program to prevent mercury 
emissions from dental offices. It will capture 99% of the material. This appears to be a promising 
project and DEM should determine if it could be applied to other treatment facilities. Another 
person mentioned that some dentists that are not served by a wastewater treatment plant might be 
disposing this material in their ISDS. Perhaps this program could be extended to these dentists too. .
  
IV Future Meeting Topics 
The following topics were suggested: 

• An update on the solid waste plan 
• Water Allocation Policy 
• Earth Day Report 
• Less Toxic Landscaping 

 
V. Future Meeting Schedule 
• Feb 26, May 20, Sept 16 and Dec 16, 2004 
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