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I. The Audubon Society – Rhode Island is interested in reviewing the possibility of reviewing the 
prevention possibilities on fishing and boating line.  In addition to line/rope entanglement of the 5 
species of marine turtles that occur offshore that are protected under the Endangered Species Act, 
freshwater turtles are also vulnerable to entanglement in fishing line.  I would appreciate possibly 
working this problem into legislation and/or having DEM F&W Division make a good-faith effort to 
educate fishing & boating people through the licensing mechanism.   I do have one ugly photograph of 
a freshwater turtle that demonstrates the problem, and this summer, the death of one of the 3 marine 
turtles that washed ashore on RI coast in 2005 was attributed to strangulation. 
Their status as "threatened" and "endangered" all protected by ESA should have some weight. 
 
II. Sierra Club, after a discussion with the Executive and Conservation Committees, is interested 
in promoting: 
  
(1) Recapture of the litter tax for a statewide anti-litter program, probably with a feature of towns 
competing for anti-litter programs grants. 
  
(2) Banning smoking on public beaches (as had been introduced in the last session) 
  
(3) Mandatory refunds (order 3 cents?) for all bags provided by customers at supermarkets and retail 
stores over a certain size 
  
(4) Beverage container deposits on glass containers (since RIRRC wants to get them out of their waste 
stream, when they break they are the worst form of litter, and they have almost no recycle value, so 
those who market them should be responsible for getting them back safely and disposal) 
  
(5) Some kind of assurance that when buying new tires it is mandatory to pay the hard-to-dispose of 
fee and leave the tire with the merchant, as the Club has heard a lot of stories of tire dumping litter. 
 


