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     Though quite different from previous 
Tech Corner articles, this issue of Water-
shed features an introductory article from 
the RI NEMO program.  If you are not fa-
miliar with it, NEMO stands for Nonpoint 
Education for Municipal Officials.  NEMO 
is a national network, with programs in over 
thirty states.  Their goal is to provide deci-
sion makers with the skills and resources 
that they need to identify local water quality 
problems and to adopt effective pollution 
controls.  The RI program offers training in 
the science, management, and regulation of 
water resources for community leaders and 
volunteer board members.   
 
     The RI NEMO program has worked with 
over 90% of Rhode Island communities 
since its inception in 1993.  Providing sup-
port to the RI Dept. of Environmental Man-
agement, RI Dept. of Transportation, RI 
Coastal Resources Management Council, 
and RI HEALTH, RI NEMO continues to 
work on various projects of importance to 
the future of Rhode Island.  
 
     More info can be found on their website:   
http://www.uri.edu/ce/wq/NEMO/index.htm 

    For the first time in seventeen years, the 
standards by which Rhode Island contrac-
tors, builders, and even homeowners must 
manage stormwater have been updated.  In 
December 2010, the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Environmental Management re-
leased the newly-revised Rhode Island 
Stormwater Design and Installation Stan-
dards Manual, and business is not going to 
be the same as usual. 
 
     If you experienced any of the severe 
flooding of last March, you might have 
given stormwater some consideration.  
However, problems related to stormwater 
do not end with flooding.  In fact, stormwa-
ter is the top water pollution problem in 
Rhode Island. 

 
Stormwater becomes polluted 
when it flows over paved      
surfaces, picking up any        
contaminants in its path.  Those 

contaminants might include automobile 
fluids, grease, fertilizers, pesticides, and 
debris.  This polluted water either flows  
directly into local  water bodies or down 
drainage ditches  and storm drains, which 
then channel it to local water bodies.   
 

     Stormwater is responsible for closing 
swimming beaches, destroying trout waters, 
degrading some of the state’s most pristine 
water resources, and contributing to flood-
ing.   
 
     The new Stormwater Manual addresses 
this form of water pollution by establishing 
standards that now require the use of “Low 
Impact Development” for new construction, 
redevelopment, and infill projects.  The use 
of Low Impact Development represents a 
fundamental shift in approach, to new meth-
ods that specifically consider how to mimic 
nature to maintain the natural hydrology of 
a piece of land.       
 
     The release of this manual provides an 
opportunity for all of us to consider how we 
are managing stormwater on our own prop-
erties.  For the next few editions of this 
newsletter, we’ll be sharing some simple 
steps that homeowners can take to keep as 
much water as possible off of paved sur-
faces and to keep the water that does run off 
as clean as possible.      

Send your submissions for possible inclusion in WATERSHED to info@wpwa.org  

 Wood-Pawcatuck River Guide             
(2nd edition) Navigate over 60 miles on the 
Wood & Pawcatuck Rivers by canoe or 
kayak with this easy to read, two sided map.  
Unfolded map is 17” x 22” 

Walks in the Watershed (3rd edition) 
Four new hikes  & minor trail updates are in-

cluded in the new pocket-sized edition.                   
Totals over 90 miles of trails! 

A New Way of Doing Business 

     By Lisa DeProspo Philo & Lorraine Joubert 

only $5.00 

each 

Mail form with payment to:  WPWA, 203 B Arcadia Road, Hope Valley, RI 02832 
or order online at http://www.wpwa.org/guides.htm 


