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Beginning October 5th, RIDEM increased the frequency of collection of phytoplankton
and shellfish samples for plankton cell count enumeration and screening of

phytoplankton and shellfish for the presence of domoic acid (the toxin that can be

produced by Pseudo-nitzschia cells that causes Amnesic Shellfish Poisoning). Up until
October 15th, efforts were initially focused on mid Narragansett Bay (between

Jamestown and Prudence Island) and then expanded to include geographically

targeted locations throughout the Narragansett Bay and the coastal salt ponds
approved for shellfishing. During this time period, domoic acid screening was

hampered by insufficient # of test kits resulting from difficulties encountered with
delivery of the kits.

From October 17th through October 27th, DEM implemented comprehensive bi-

weekly synoptic plankton sampling for cell count enumeration and toxicity testing at 24
stations located throughout the Bay, coastal salt ponds and in Rhode Island Sound (at

mouth of the Bay) where shellfish harvesting is permitted. During this time period,

DEM and DOH also collected shellfish (from targeted locations and from dealers) for

domoic acid screening.

“Plankton sampling station 3W-21 data was provided by the URI Graduate School of

Oceanography and collected at Station |l of their long term weekly phytoplankton
monitoring program.
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