Monitoring Guidance for 2013 Rhode Island Multi-Sector General Permit
	Type of

Monitoring
	Requirements of Sampling for Stormwater Discharges
	Frequency
	MSGP

Sectors
	Record Keeping & Reporting

	Quarterly

Visual MSGP
Part IV
	(collect a grab sample from each outfall location using a clean, clear, glass or plastic jar

(perform the examination immediately after collecting the sample (within the first 30 minutes of a measurable stormwater event)

(examine samples in a well-lit area

( document observations of floating, suspended and settled solids, color, clarity, foam, oil sheen, odor, and other obvious indicators of storm water pollution

( review  processes and BMPs for modifications if examination reveals indicators of pollutants and/or BMPs are not properly maintained
	Quarterly, during normal operating hours within a time frame that ensures the sample is representative of the discharge
	All
	( document findings and keep records on-site with the SWMP

( modify BMPs and other controls as needed and revise SWMP

( collection and examination of discharges by same member of the pollution prevention team when possible to ensure consistency

( may establish substantially similar outfalls for quarterly visual monitoring per Part IV.B.3

	Benchmark

MSGP Part VI
	( obtain sampling kit from the lab (bottles, cooler for

shipping, preservatives, etc.)

(collect grab sample at an outfall that best represents the industrial activity conducted at the site 

( follow proper preservation techniques and ship to testing laboratory for analysis using approved methods

( review analysis results and compare to benchmark

values listed in Part VIII

( review  processes and BMPs for modifications if any sampling parameter value exceeds the corresponding benchmark
	Semiannually

(Jan 1–Jun 30 & Jul 1–Dec 31)
	A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, J, K, L, M, N, O, Q, R, S, T, U, Y, AA, AD
	( record results of analyses for sampling on DMR form and keep copy of DMR on-site with the SWMP

( submit DMR to RIDEM within 31 days following the last day of the sampling period July 31 and Jan 31 for monitoring periods Jan 1-June 30 and Jul 1-Dec 31 respectively, . Submit one completed DMR per outfall tested
(  may establish substantially similar outfalls for benchmark monitoring per Part VI.A.1

( benchmark monitoring waiver after second year if average sampling values for the first two years are all below benchmark levels

	Numeric

Effluent

Limits

Parts VI.B.2

VIII (A,C, D, E, J, K, L, and O)
	( obtain sampling kit from the lab (bottles, cooler for

shipping, preservatives, etc.) 

(  collect grab sample prior to combining with other flows

(  follow proper preservation techniques and ship to testing

laboratory for analysis using approved methods

(  review analysis results and compare to sector specific

numeric effluent limits listed in Parts VIII.A, VIII.C, VIII.D, VIII.E, VIII.J, VIII.K, VIII.L, and VIII.O 

( if any sampling parameter value is exceeded, assess BMPs and processes and implement corrective action(s) per Part III, to correct condition and ensure exceedance will not be repeated.

( conduct follow-up monitoring within 30 days  of implementing corrective action(s)
	Annually before

Dec. 31 of each

year
	A, C, D, E, J, K, L, O
	( record results of analyses for sampling on a DMR and keep copy of DMR on-site with the SWMP
( submit DMR to the RIDEM by January 31 of each calendar year

( if the sample analysis exceeds the effluent limit report in writing to the RIDEM within 30 days of receipt of the lab report

( keep copy of analytical results, DMRs and all other supporting documentation with SWMP 

	Impaired

Waters and

Pollutant(s)
of Concern MSGP
Part VI
	( obtain sampling kit from the lab (bottles, cooler for

shipping, preservatives, etc.)

(collect grab sample at an outfall that best represents the industrial activity conducted at the site 

( follow proper preservation techniques and ship to testing laboratory for analysis using approved methods

(  review analysis results. In accordance to Part VI.B.3 

1. Waters with established TMDL:  If the pollutant of concern (POC) is not detected in first year samples, may discontinue further sampling, unless TMDL has specific instructions to the contrary; or if POC is detected continue monitoring annually throughout the term of permit 

2. Waters with no established TMDL: If POC is not present in the first sample and not expected to be present in discharge, or it is present but it is determined its presence is due solely to natural background sources, notify the RIDEM to this effect in the first monitoring report
	Annually before

Dec. 31 of each

year
	All facilities discharging to impaired waters
	( record results of analyses for sampling on a DMR and keep copy of DMR on-site with the SWMP
( submit DMR to the RIDEM by January 31 of each year

( may waive pollutant causing impairment (Pollutant of Concern POC) monitoring after first year if Pollutant of Concern is not detected or if detected  and presence is due solely to natural background sources per Part VI.B.3. Please see Table below for maximum detection limits  required to determine presence of the POC(s) 


Revised 05/2014
In accordance with Part VI.B.3.a.of the MSGP, if a facility discharges to an impaired water, the permittee must monitor for all pollutants for which the waterbody is impaired and for which a standard analytical method exists (see 40 CFR Part 136). If the pollutant for which the water is impaired is not present in the first sample and not expected to be present in the discharge, the permittee may discontinue monitoring after notifying the DEM of the permittee’s intent to discontinue monitoring when submitting the results of the impairment(s) sampling as required by Parts VII.A and VI.B.3.a of the MSGP. For the purposes of determining that a pollutant is not present in the discharge the detection limit(s) used for analysis of the sample must be equal to or less than the detection limits listed in the Table below.
	Parameter
	Detection Limit
	
	Parameter
	Detection Limit

	Total Aluminum
	0.02 ppm
	
	PCB–1016
	0.494 ppb

	Total Cadmium
	0.001 ppm
	
	PCB–1221
	0.723 ppb

	Total Copper
	0.001 ppm
	
	PCB–1232
	0.387 ppb

	Total Iron
	0.1 ppm
	
	PCB–1242
	0.289 ppb

	Total Lead
	0.003 ppm
	
	PCB–1248
	0.283 ppb

	Total Mercury
	0.0005 ppm
	
	PCB–1254
	0.298 ppb

	Total Zinc
	0.005 ppm
	
	PCB–1260
	0.222 ppb

	Chloride
	0.1 ppm
	
	Total P
	0.02 ppm

	Total Suspended Solids
	2 ppm
	
	TKN
	0.5 ppm

	Fecal Coliform
	10 MPN/100mL
	
	Nitrate + Nitrite
	0.02 ppm

	Enterococcus
	10 col/100mL
	
	
	


If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please contact Margarita Chatterton, of the RIPDES Program’s permitting staff, at 401-222-4700, extension 7605.

