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PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 
The purpose of this Emergency Response Plan (ERP) is to guide the Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental Management (DEM) in a safe, timely, and effective 
response to incidents that threaten the state’s environment and public health, 
safety, or welfare.  It is also intended to promote coordination among federal, state 
and local, public and private responders. 

 
 

SCOPE OF THE PLAN 
This ERP is intended for personnel of the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management and for other agencies that support DEM in large-
scale, multi-divisional incident response.   
Incidents vary greatly in location and severity.  This ERP applies only to incidents  

• that occur on land or on inland or coastal waters of Rhode Island;  
and  

• that present an imminent danger to public health, safety or welfare.   
This plan does not, then, address response to common, minor incidents for which 
the divisions of DEM and other agencies have standard operating procedures.  
(See “Assessing Incident Severity.”)  
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Likewise, different kinds of incidents will entail different roles for DEM.  There are 
many kinds of emergencies for which other state or federal agencies or private 
parties are responsible.  In such cases, DEM has no predefined role and this 
ERP does not apply.  (See “Definition of Emergency Response.”)   
This ERP applies to incidents for which DEM has one of three specific roles: 

• As the lead state agency.   
This is likely to occur when the incident is defined around a  

o release of hazardous materials, 
o oil spill,  
o wildfire, 
o epidemic of livestock or zoonotic disease, 
o pathogenic insect infestation, or  
o failure of a dam. 

• As the state’s coordinator of specific emergency response functions.   
Those functions are likely to occur in large-scale incidents that entail 
multi-divisional operations with hazardous materials and animal care 
(ESF #10 and #16). 

• As a supporter of another state or federal agency with responsibility for 
coordinating other emergency response functions. 

 
 
PRIORITIES IN INCIDENT RESPONSE 

The following general principles will guide the DEM with the management of 
an incident: 

• Preserve life and minimize risks to the health and safety of emergency 
responders and the public; 

• Identify and protect sensitive habitats and wildlife; 

• Contain and/or control the release of pollutants; 
• Identify the cause of the incident and the source of environmental 

hazards; 
• Remediate environmental impacts; 

• Collect and preserve evidence;  
• Assist with the apprehension of perpetrators. 

 


