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Participants

o Several disciplines here today

e All levels of experience — entry to
program managers

e Some ‘getting started’ w/ wetlands &
many starting w/ new wetland Rules
effective June 1, 2007

 Wetland protection takes teamwork and
partnerships!
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Wetlands Permitting

e 2 supervisory scientists
 8Dbiologists

« 3 engineers

e ~700 applications/year
« ~650 decisions w/

e ~350 permits/year



Permits Granted 2004 & 2005

e >90% for “insignificant alterations”

 Majority in perimeter & riverbank
wetlands

 Granted 42 “permits to alter” and 5
emergency alterations permits

 59% of total for residential development
(38% for single family lots)

* 26% of total for infrastructure & growth



Wetlands Compliance

e 2 supervisory scientists
3 Dbiologists

 Primarily investigate
telephone complaints
regarding possible
unauthorized alterations

« Average 501 complaints
per year in 2001-2005



Actions In 2004 & 2005

e Total of 984 complaints received

 Average 33% were unfounded &
23% were minor

e Total of 84 informal actions
e Total of 29 formal actions

e $ 78,940 penalties Collectedg



What about the Wetlands?

e« ~2 acres permitted loss of wetland/year
 No data permitted loss of buffers
4 acres unauthorized wetland alteration

e 10 acres unauthorized buffer &
floodplain alteration

e 43 acres enforcement restoration



How Do We Protect Wetlands?

 The Public Policy of the RI
Wetlands Act (RIGL 2-1-19) ...
preserve and protect the purity and
Integrity of all freshwater wetlands

 Rules and Regulations Governing
Administration & Enforcement of

the Act (June 1, 2007!) @
1) ‘Q




Rule 2.00:
Protects Functions and Values

o Wildlife and wildlife habitat
 Recreation and aesthetics

 Flood protection

e Surface and groundwater supplies
o \Water quality protection and

maintenance &\&%&
=



Rule 3.02 & 3.03: DEM & CRMC




Rules 4.00 — 12.00

e 4,00 — Definitions

 5.00 — Umbrella Rule

 6.00 — Exempt Activities

e /.00 — General Requirements
 8.00 - 11.00 — Application Types
e 12.00 — Enforcement



-
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WETLAND APPLICATION PROCESS, continued
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WETLAND APPLICATION PROCESS

If you plan a project near a freshwater wetland...

Review maps to determine if you are under
DEM or CRMC jurisdiction,

N

If your property is seaward of the
jurisdictional boundary, consule with CRMC.

If your preperty is landward of the jurisdictional
boundary, adhere to DEM Rules and Regulations.
(See process below.)

If you are unsure if you have
wetlands on your property...

File a Request to Determine
the Presence of Wetlands
application with DEM.

/

N\

DEM determines
NO wetlands
are present.

DEM determines
wetlands are
present.

(List of wetland types and general
lecation enly; specific edges of
wetlands are not verified.)

}

e

...and you want to
verify their extent...

t

Have wetlands flagged by a
qualified consultant and file a
Request to Verify Wetland
Edges application with DEM.

{

DEM verifies the flagged
edges of wetands,

If you know or suspect that wetlands are present...

~

...and your project is
outside of all regulated
wetlands and appears
not to alter a wetland...
(see Rule 5.01B)

!

MNe permit
required.

(This step is usually needed for project planning
and to avoid and minimize impacts of wetlands.)

}

Determine if your project is exempt per Rule 6.00.

il

B

Yes, exempt - You can proceed
without a wetland permit. Adhere
to all conditions in Rule 6,00,

Mo - You may need a
permit (see back page).

If your project is in or near a freshwater wetland...

e e

...and you are unsure if you ...and you believe you .wand your project includes a
need a wetland permit or will need a wetland significant alteration after
you desire confirmation...

permit... avoiding and minimizing

impacts to wetlands...

File a Request for Preliminary
Determination application
(with a verified or unverified
wetland edge).

v

File a Request for Regulatory
Applicability application
(with a verified or unverified
wetland edge).

DEM determines

further application |sss
Is required.

Praject
A wetland represents Project
permit is insignificant represents
not alteration and significant
required. permit is alteration.

granted with
conditions. / \

DEM denies

1

File an Application to
Alter a Freshwater
Wetland application.

fasssrsssssssssananssannnnn,

Y

DEM determines
your project is
exempt or will not
alter the character
of the wetland.

45 day public
notice period.

DEM grants

permit for permit for

nondetrimental detrimental
impacts, impacts,

A complete copy of DEM's Rules and Regulations G ing the Administration and Enforcement of the Freshwater Wetlands Act
can be obtained from DEM's Office of Technical and Customer Assistance located at the Foundry Office Complex at 235
Promenade Street, Providence (401-222-6822). They may also be found on the DEM website at www.dem.ri.gov.

Disclaimer: This Fact Sheet is for general information purposes only and is not meant to be a substitute for the Freshwater
Wetlands Act or the Rules and Regulations G ing the Administration and Enforcement of the Freshwater Wetlands Act
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Other Ways We Protect Wetlands

 Clean Water Act 104 (b) 3 grant
funded projects ongoing

 Historic compliance
 Vernal pool mapping

e Qutreach and training
 Monitoring & assessment
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