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Background and Purposes

• Formal, but flexible, quick and simple, 
procedure to determine if permit  needed

• Professional services not (typ.) required
• Primary objectives

– Exempt activities
– Activities on developed property
– Small projects where edges are known AND 

work is not adjacent to regulated areas
• Trial period



Requirements

• Separate application 
form

• Drawing showing key 
features

• Write-up of work 
proposed and 
measures to avoid 
impacts

• Photos



What DEM will do

• Send confirmation of receipt
• Check for application completeness
• Check past files or any violations
• May visit site (unusual) or call applicant or 

professional
• No deficiencies are issued
• Issue decision in writing on application 

form, with comment as appropriate and 
date stamped copy of submittal materials



Experience thus far

• 31 applications
• 15 successful
• 12 not successful*
• 4 captures activity not likely to have applied

• Examples of success
• Approval to replace shoreline wall - exempt
• Replacement of dwelling near pond on existing 

foundation – no alter
• Enclosure of porch, no foundation work – no alter
• Rebuilding of walkways in city park near pond – no 

alter



Experience thus far (cont’d)

• Examples of failure
• Subdivision of land
• Shoreline RR tie wall replacement w/concrete
• DOT project installing CBs off-roadway in 

perimeter wetland

• Warning!!!
• WYSIWYG?

– What you SUBMIT is what you get – meaning, the more 
complete and accurate the info provided, the more value 
in the decision; in other words, if part of the proposed 
work is not described or detailed, or the submission is in 
error, the decision may be worthless or invalid.



Summary

• New process to help catch the easy work
• Confirmation and assurances for property 

owner
• Refinements may be expected
• Check regularly for updates to form

• Questions?
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